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2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number SSA~Y 

4. Map. Draw sketch of buildmg location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 
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In Area no. Form no. 

?f\7 

1. Town F a l l River, Mass. 

Address 5105 N o r t h M a i n S t . 

Name V a l e n t i n e - F r e n c h House 

Present use s i n g l e f a m i l y 

Present owner Roy C . & E l e a n o r W. A t h e a r n 

3. Description: 2H s t . w / f l a n k i n g g a b l e r f 

Date ' ' " 1769 ' ' 

Source F a l l R i v e r ' s O l d Houses 

Style G e o r g i a n 

Architect 

Exterior wall fabric s h i n g l e 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features rubble foundation; 5 bay 
wide; Ig. center chimney; door""enfram 
ment has flat pilasters carrying pe-
diment w/full dentiied cornice, afchi 
trave w/pulvenated frieze; 6 light to 
transom ' , 
Altered 

Moved 

Date 

Date 

5. Lot size: 87 ,783 s q . f t . 

One acre or less Over one acre x 

Approximate frontage 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

5Q, • 

6. Recorded by P a t r i c i a G i z a 

FROHP Organization 

Date 1 0 / 3 0 / 8 1 

(over) 
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7. Original owner (if known) W i l l i a m V a l e n t i n e 

Original use res idence 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates French Family res idence c.1850-1928 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural ' • . 
Architectural 
The Arts * „ 
Commerce -, > 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation " 
Religion \ 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

This house was b u i l t on the 13th l o t of Freemen's Purchase by William Valentin 
f o r his bride, Sybil Winslow i n 1769̂ , two years a f t e r t h e i r marriage. William 
was the grandson of John Valentinejthe f i r s t of the Valentine family i n Americ 
The couple had nine children and at one time William was a member of the pre-
Revolutionary Committee of Correspondence. The massive center chimney had six 
outlet s & the f i r e p l a c e used f o r cooking i s quite large. The house s t i l l has 
Georgian wood panelling & s l i d i n g window shutters. 
The house was also owned by members of the Horace French family^ who owned the v; 
property from roughly c.1850 to 1928. 
The Valentine House i s one of six i n the Steep Brook area considered to be 
the best representatives of the p r e - i n d u s t r i a l period of the c i t y ' s h i s t o r y . 
These houses along North Main Street give testimony both to Steep Brook's 
early prominence over the southern area of the town and to the o r i g i n a l 
a g r i c u l t u r a l character of F a l l River. Their small scale, r u r a l s e t t i n g and 
l i n e a r r e l ationship to one another stand i n sharp contrast to the development 
that overtook the c i t y w i t h the construction of the f i r s t t e x t i l e m i l l i n l 8 l l 
The Valentine House i s outstanding even among the six Steep Brook houses 
f o r a number of reasons. The exact date of the house can be documented and 
the o r i g i n a l owner was a Revolutionary War p a t r i o t . The a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
d e t a i l i n g i s exceptional, p a r t i c u l a r l y the pedimented doorway with d e n t i l 
cornice, pulvinated f r i e z e and transom. The house i s also remarkably 
i n t a c t (except f o r the replacement of the o r i g i n a l clapboards with shingles) 
and i s enhanced by the r u r a l q u a l i t y of the s e t t i n g . Because of i t s clear 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l and h i s t o r i c a l significance, the Valentine House meets c r i t e r i a 
A and C of the National Register, i n d i v i d u a l l y . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

shown - Horace French 7 ' - , ' 
shown - Horace French , 
shown - H. French , ' ^ 
shown - H. French . 

Roy C. Athearn Apr. 11, 1947 App. #17180 
Directory: 1853 Horace French farmer h. north of Steep Brook 
F a l l River's Old Houses Constance Winslow 1955 pg. 5 , ~ • 

Atlas 1895: 
1883: 
1871: 
1850: 

Water Dept: 



NPS Form 10-900-a * ' * ' " • , ' 2 " ^ ' ^ ' • J ° ^ < ^ ^ 
(3.32) ' . J . • Exp .10 -31 -84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service " N*»S o$» onty 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
Continuation sheet Item number Page '^f -f A 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Fall River Multiple Resource Area 
State ^ 

Mnminofjon/Type of Review • * ki, ' ' ' Date/Signature 
h: r At: 

81. St. Joseph's Orphanage _ Keeper uig/u -r*^ / / ^ 

...Attest 
A A : En-fereS f i i fSf / AA&jY^ 

82. St. Louis Church r,,̂ .,̂ .̂ .̂̂  "T'T^eeper 

Attest 

83. St. Mary's Cathedral and Re^f^^jfljgplj^* ^eper A/QA^ yA\.^^-y>y^'^^ 
Hatlonal Begister 

Attest 
V 

Kational EeglstGr 
Attest 

84. St. Patrick's Church {^eper V^/^J € ^ ^ - ^ . ^ 5 - ^ 
Batlonal Eeglsto^ ~^ ^ —rf==^ 

85. Stafford Mills y • 

Attest 

'i^tlGii«^"SQ9$si6i- /deeper JZJA^ '^ .yU^^^i..<-^y^c 

SSnterel 
' • Hatlonal Eegister fTteeper AAs'^ ,yy^.y^^c<..^ 86. Union Mi l l s 

A ' ' y ' ' Attest • 

ISntered in the , / / A ,1 ^ 
Wr. Valentine-Frencfinfouse ' National Eegiater (r*^««Per cM^<^ -̂-.t.c-<^ ,̂̂ y<^^ 

Sntered In tEe ^"^s^ • 

88. Wampanoag Mills .y- y. * Begister ^-^^^.g^pgj. Ji/^A) ,yy-<-<-.<i-i^p'^<-t..y 

,., - Attest • 

89. Winslow, Luther Jr . , House ̂ terea In th© /iteeper ^ A i ' ) yj^'^i-^<3yyz.<-m^ 

' ^ Attest 

90. Woman's Club of Fall River j^^^^ flteeper A/AA:^ ,-AAy<-<^-y^>€.^ 

•§ei4flfiaLfe«ifltfc Attest • . . -y-



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTOfUC PLACES 
~ ........ , ........ -'p' ,,. .................. 

Valentine-French House (Fall River MRA) 
Bristol County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_ reaubmlaalon 
_ nomination by peraon 

owner objection 
or local government 

•YAWATION I RETURN SHE£ri 
• ! 

Working N-i. ,1,lt--k-/S · 
Fed. Reg. Dilt.e:. ).. · -7- 'ifC1 
Date Due: 'tf)/83 .....,...- ~33 

. Action: ~ACCEPT •6f?/f? 
En · · - RETURN 

teretl In tis REJECT ----

llat~~Z:ir=fg~llftcy: ------
appeal 

Subatantlv• Review: _ aample _request .:_ appeal _ NR decision 

Reviewer'• comment•: 

Recom. I Criteria -------Reviewer _______ _ 

Dlaclpllne _________ _ 

Date-------------
-... cOtltlnuat Ion sheet 

·Nomination returned for: - technical corrections cited below 
· _aubatantlve reaaona dlacuaud hlow 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification ..... . ..... 
flmlle' •.•• p IJD'I 

4. Owner of Property 

s. Location of Legal Description 

a. Representation In Existing Surveys 

................................. , ,.. -
7. Description 

0 =·· --- ---_ ........ _ .......... _ ......... _ ..... ... _ .... _ ...... _ ....... _ ......... _ 
_ ..., a ; • -----................................... _ .. 
_ aummary paragraph 
_ completeness 
_clarity 

-
•Iterations/ lnteg rlty 
dates 
boundary aelectlon 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

a ^ M H I c da ta * 

(••« 
summary paragraph 
comp le teness 
c la r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked 
relat ing s igni f icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t e g r i t y 

to s ign i f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of excep t ion 
other 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a i R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l P a t a 

Ow't tg i of nomlnMM propwty . 

I nmmm 

UMT RsMranoM 

Voftel boundary Amcrimtimm mm* lustHieation 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

Tha avaluatad algnltlcanca of m l * propafty wltnin ttw t ta t t I t : 

national atata local 

HIatortc Praaarvatlon Ottiear aignatura 

13. Other 

Maps 
Pho tographs 
Other 

Ques t i ons concern ing t h i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t a c h e d sheet 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

- for this property A 

4 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279 
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