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NS VL. REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The O Hara Waltham Dial (. occupies an important place within Waltham s remarkable
collection of 19th century watch manufacturing related buildings. Founded i n Wl tham i n 1897
by Daniel OHara of Cincinnati, Chio, its well-crafted brick plant at 74 Runford Ave.

was built in1897. | tws the only conpany i n Waltham devoted exclusively to making

plain and hand-decorated watch dials as well as a wide range of precision work on gl ass,
Ananel, china and porcelain. The O Hara Waltham Dial Cob. possesses integrity of location,
design (partial), setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association, and neets
Iriteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARHTECTUA. SANH CANCE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other buildings within the cointiunity.

#74 Runford Ave. is a somewhat altered exanple of a late 19th century brick industrial
building. Essentially L-shaped inplan, the 3-story structure features distinctive panel
brick corner towers. In general its main facade exhibits brickwork piers which extend
fromground level to just above the second story. The 5-bay segment to the north of

the southwest corner tower exhibits a center entrance set within a graceful arch. |In

general w ndows contain multipane wood sash and exhibit header brick lintels. This building
was originally enclosed by broad gable roofs—as indicated on the 1898 Bird's-eye-view

ijap. Evidently the low, 1-story segment abutting the cove-side wall also had a gable roof,
"/his plant's distinctive panelled corner, towers were added at some point after 1900, with
the easternnost added first. Later and non-contributing additions include the one-story, ?

s)ix-bay, brick west wing, rear wood she'ds, and m d-20th century replacenment sash at the
second story.

HSTGRCL. SGNHCANE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the :,
building relates to the devel opnent of the community.
The O Hara Waltham Dial (G. was one of the late 19th c¢c. "spin-off" conpanies fromthe
Anerican Watch Q. |t was founded by former AW (. enployees Edwin D Wetherbee and Dani el
OHara. The former had been a watch dial nmaker while the latter had nmade solid gold watch
cases. Wetherbee was born i n Hanover, NH in 1857 and cane to Waltham about 1878. He
began to make watch ‘'ials on Mbody St., but on the north side of the river. Daniel 0 Hara
was born in Newport, Kentucky and initially worked for the Duhrme Jewel ery Co., across the
Chio River inCincinnati. H canme to Wlthamin 1881. Wtherbee and OHara initially
set up shop on Bedford St., Waltham and operated under the name WalthamDial C. Eventually
et her bee dropped out of the business and this conpany becane known as O Hara Wl t ham Di al
Q. Itshrick plant was created i n 1897 on the eastern shores of "the Island," a
peninsul a which projects from the Newon shore.

Besi des meking plain and decorated watch dials, this company rmade a great variety of
enanmel dials for gas, electric and water meters, nunber wheels for counting meters, and

even buttons for political canpaigns. | twas reported in "Representative Businessnen of
Val tham (1893), that™their (Wetherbee and O Hara) business does not conpete with or in
.any way injurethat of such watch manufacturers as make their own dials; i tisa distinct

line initself, requiring a special .plant, special manipul ationand special ability and
training" etc.

(cont)

B Bl G3HY and/ or RHFHENES "
Maps~1874, 1886, 1898, 1911, 1915
"Representative Businessmen of Waltham' —893 WP. L. Collection

Nancy Seynour—The Energence of Waltham s South Side, from the Seventeenth Century to '
the M d-Twentieth."

EL Sanderson-Wal tham!| ndustri es—957
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H STCR CAL SI GN FI CANCE (cont' d)

M. OHara died i nNovenber 1912. M. Wet herbee died i nJanuary, 1913. n
January 14, 1913, t he O Hara Vraltham Di al Co. was incorporated under thenane of O Hara
Wal tham Dial Co., with Arthur Lyman president, Charles F. Stone, treasurer andCl arence
F. French, Secretary

The O Hara Dial Co. experienced economic difficulties during the Depression.

During World War | this firm reached its peak enploynment figure, about 2000. By the
late 1950's thefirmclosed its doors, andthefactory was taken over by Eagle Signal
Corp., nakers of traffic signals headquartered i nMoline, 111. Currently the building

is owned by a | uggage andcanvas product manufacturer. Pantos Canvas Corp.

"The Island"'s Crescent Park was opened t o housing and industrial developnment i n 1890.
In addition totheO Hara Waltham Dial Co., canal andbicycle builders found this location

congenial too—rescent Park had been t heproperty of Stephen Gamuntil 1872—€rami s
seen t o have kept several piggeries on"the Island".

REPRESENTATI VE BUSI ' ESSJr EN_ CF_"; ALTAN

2/\
-"HAM DIAL CO., Dials and En--"ed ~oWW™ Mass.-Thc enterprise
pdnV<i toOrder in any Quantity ; Fine \Wt AAA it i,.vinK
S.ra .n..>t .antu.the ~ S A~ A~ A~ A A A A A
the san.e; and " WSs  'J' AN enibmcin," all the tools

“'TH"u nnfirSis kuo.n"“to modern dial makersand enan,el
" w iin?hi*Tuntrv andEurope. Their facilitie.. for the n.anu-
Mvork(ers in this “ou"trv anu i description are snu-

iactare of di"s of the most in.proved

pet€ ~rith nor iuany™ay injure that of Jn~r o~ N g nod
digtinct line initself, requirm? aspecial 'N'AJvW "NJ-J; M asaverr valuab
in?, and it has been welcomed by the '""Bincmbers of UM

the company supplying some --"<"|>,f M,?,(\‘,J\h,f’,/\\,'\/:\h,\,M. . manufacture of fine
\c/i\}gltaqfcc)jlr g\Ps?l trhrlnS g\pvog':;,;aljg@or\]/grpne&s.s o oo yXTe Vitli other dePartments Qf the bus neiss,
and persons experimenting on novelties J' C'M! \ j™Mists and specialists employed
painting and " firing,” can have tI'"™'-"MYWASSs ~Jd LISatTons for borologic-U, optical, chcm-
y-he  company. Orders lor fine scales, °/N'1N; oMW A in fact, anv kind of work on glass,
t , eectrical, surgical and MAVQr N, MNAAMNMA

eTamd, china and porcelain requiring accuracy ana P
a n.od;rate rates. The proprietor ~ArPAN MWW/ JWWWW
rati. Ohio, andhasbadlong andvariedf P«"«°*"  supervision, andisevidenUy determined to
»auy departments of theenterprise JANMAANAANZ | AL INMi e sUndard of excellence,
spare neither trouble nor expense i nkeeping it at the ui“uebt

special abilit?/ and tram-
© B S

O'Hara, isanative of Cincm-
ename business. Hegivesthe
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WALTHAM, MA MR®

O'Hara Watham Dial Co. 54
74 Rumford Ave.

1= 100

1975; updated to 1957
Waltham Engineering Dept.

lot #76-9-13
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