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historic name Belvidere Hill Historic District 
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2. Location 
Portions of Nesmith, Mansur, Fairmount, Belmont Ave., and all of 
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city or town Lowell 

N/A not for publication 
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Belvidere Hill Historic District 
Name of Property 

Middlesex County, MA 
County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

X private 
X public-local 
_ public-State 
_ public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

_ building(s) 
X district 
_ site 
_ structure 
_ object 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources In the count.) 

Contributing 

113 

Noncontributing 

11 buildings 

sites 

115 13 

structures 

_ objects 

Total 
Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N/A 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

4: Locks & Canal Reservoir (NR: 1976, NHL: 1977) 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions)  

DOMESTIC: single dwelling 
INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/EXTRACTION: waterworks 

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions)  

DOMESTIC: single dwelling 
DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

LATE VICTORIAN: Italianate, Second Empire, 

Queen Anne, Stick Style, Shingle Style, Romanesgue 

LATE 19TH & 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: Colonial 

Revival 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation granite 

walls clapboard, shingle, stone 

roof slate, asphalt 

other 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

The Belvidere Hill Historic District is a residential district which encompasses the area from Nesmith 
Street eastward to Belmont Avenue and from Mansur Street southward to beyond the Locks and 
Canals Reservoir and the former Arthur Bonney Estate on Fairmount Street. It comprises most of the 
area historically known as Belvidere Hill, and is approximately 38 acres in size. The district is 
characterized by its many residential properties, which range from moderately- sized homes to grand 
estates. The properties date primarily from the 1840s to the 1940s, the period during which Belvidere 
Hill developed its reputation as Lowell's finest neighborhood. The district contains a total of 132 
resources, of which 115 are contributing and 13 are noncontributing. There are 113 contributing 
buildings, 2 contributing sites, 11 noncontributing buildings, and 2 noncontributing structures. Of the 
113 contributing buildings, 77 are residences and 37 are related carriage houses and garages. Of the 
11 noncontributing buildings, 3 are small sheds, 1 is an altered property; 1 is a modem apartment 
block; and the balance were built outside the period of significance, all but one being compatible with 
the district's historic character. The properties are all in good to excellent condition and most have 
experienced only a small degree of change to their historic appearances. Included in the district, but 
not represented in the numbers above, are four resources associated with the Locks and Canal 
Reservoir which was listed in the National Register in 1976, and designated a National Historic 
Landmark in 1977. 

The district's topography is defined by the steeply rising hillside on which it is located. From 
Nesmith Street at its western edge, the hill rises up to the northeast, where the Locks & Canals 
Reservoir occupies the highest parcel of land. Belmont Avenue runs along the crest of the hill, 
offering sweeping panoramas of the valleys below. The district's three main avenues, Nesmith Street, 
Fairmount Street, and Belmont Avenue, are long, wide, straight streets flanked by narrow sidewalks 
which run from north to south at the base, mid-section and top of the hill. The shorter streets running 
west-to-east up the hill, Mansur, Talbot, Fairview and Summit Streets, are narrower and less imposing. 
Most of the houses sit back from the streets on large, open lawns. When built, trees were few and 
were spread far apart to maximize each home's visibility. Now, trees and landscape have matured on 
many lots, creating a softer, more natural setting than would originally have been the intent. 

Most of the homes on the three main avenues are situated on large, deep lots and the homes 
themselves are set back from the street and sometimes placed on a knoll. On the narrower cross 
streets, the homes tend to be more modest on average, situated on smaller lots, and generally they are 
closer to the street and to one another. The result is a visually cohesive district which illustrates the 
many architectural styles which came in and out of vogue for residential architecture during a century 
of development from the 1840s to 1940s. The district achieves an interesting mix of large and small 
houses reflective of the speculative development pattern which predominated on Belvidere Hill during 
these years, as it gradually was transformed from open farmland into the City's finest residential 
district. 

(cont inued) 
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by a high chain-link fence and is 150 feet square at the top and 12 feet deep, with an earth 
embankment sloping inwards at 2:1, providing a 192,816 cu. ft. capacity. More commonly referred to 
as the Lynde's Hill Reservoir when built, the reservoir was used to provide the water pressure and 
storage capacity necessary for fire protection of the textile mills when the canals were drained each 
summer. A 12" cast-iron main, 6000 feet long, connects the reservoir to the mill district. A small 
wood frame building at the northwest corner of the parcel contains the valves to control the supply 
main. 

Construction of the reservoir in 1849 and its need for an access road prompted early residential 
development along the southern portion of Fairmount Street as land previously farmed was gradually 
sold off as house lots. The David E. Chase House at 205 Fairmount Street (MAP #57; MHC #2153; 
Photograph 3) dates from ca.l856. Situated close to the street on a large rectangular lot which slopes 
steeply down at the rear, the two-story, clapboard, rectangular mass has been added to over the years 
with a two-story wing to the south and a connecting barn/garage with a broad gabled facade of its 
own. The main facade features a projecting two-story pedimented pavilion in its center bay, a wide 
cornice and a hipped roof. The entry, with full-height sidelights, a wooden fan and a wooden cornice, 
is most likely of early-twentieth century date. 

During the 1860s, a number of large homes were erected in the newly fashionable Second Empire 
style. Perhaps most notable of the.se is the William/Edward Burke House at 216 Nesmith Street 
(MAP #76; MHC #614; Photograph 4), built ca. 1865-1869. The imposing 2 1/2-story house is set 
up from the street on a large sloping lot and now rests on a 3-foot granite retaining wall. The squarish 
mass is dominated by its mansard-style roof with projecting segmental-arched dormers on all 
elevations. Faced in stucco, the three-bay facade features paired windows with transoms and quoined 
corners, while the south elevation is enriched by a full-height, rounded center bay. The property was 
ta.stefully converted into condominiums in the mid-1980s, at which time two additional buildings were 
added at the north and southeast edges of the site, (MAP #E,F; MHC #2186, 2187; Photograph 15). 
These clapboard and shingled structures are designed in a compatible style, with comerboards, bay 
windows, rounded dormers and other modest Classical details which do not detract from the original 
Burke House's presence. 

At 52 Mansur Street stands the Levi Sprague House of 1867, another fine Second Empire home 
(MAP #7; MHC #600; Photograph 5). The facade is set perpendicular to the street because the 
parcel originally extended west to Fairmount Street and the house stood well back from the street on a 
sloping site. The rectangular, two-story clapboarded mass is capped by a slate mansard roof with a 
large bell-shaped gable centered on the facade and framing a pair of round-arched windows. 
Round-arched window hoods, quoins, and shallow pedimented dormers abound, while the south 
elevation has two rounded bays with sloped roofs at the first story. A glass-enclosed, flat-roofed porch 
along the west facade is of early twentieth century date. 

(cont inued) 
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A more modest example of the Second Empire style is found in the Orrin B. Silver House at 157 
Fairmount Street of ca. 1867 (MAP #62; MHC #2146). The clapboard two-story house has a narrow 
two-bay facade with a projecting full-width porch with carved supports. The design is a rich 
conglomerate of quoined comers, carved wood window hoods, and a paired-bracket cornice. On the 
south elevation, a two-story full-height rectangular bay features corner windows set at a 45° angle with 
round-arched brackets, carved balustrades and corner columns. At the southeast corner is a 
sensitively-enclosed screen porch, and at the rear is an attached, original carriage house. 

The Italianate style remained in u.se well into the 1870s, as evidenced by the Darius Brown House of 
1873-1874 (MAP #39; MHC #599) and the Aaron Blanchard House of ca. 1877-1878 (MAP #31; 
MHC #2195. Located at 33 Fairview Street, the Darius Brown House was the first home to be built 
near the crest of Belvidere Hill. Set back on a large, open lot, it is cross-gabled in plan and features 
typically Italianate details such as round-arched dormer hoods, a bracketed cornice with returns, and a 
two-bay, tlat-roofed open porch at the entrance. The Aaron Blanchard House, at 31 Talbot Street, also 
employs the cross-gable plan. The clapboard exterior features corner pilasters, round-arched 
third-story windows, bracketed eaves with deep returns, an enclosed, flat-roofed entrance bay 
(probably added later), and a mix of one and two-story projecting bays in the gabled ends. 

The Albion C. Tavlor House at 166 Fairmount Street (MAP #51; MHC #622; Photograph 6) 
represents a transitional design between the Italianate and Stick Styles which is supported by its date 
of ca. 1876. The main 2 1/2-story rectangular mass has a series of narrow ells to the rear. It has a 
hipped roof and retains its original tlushboard wood siding. The three-bay facade has a broad center 
gable with a pointed-arch window, molded window hoods, an overhanging cornice with paired 
truss-like supports and a large one-story, flat-roofed entrance porch with carved supports and 
balustrade. The truss-like supports porch detail and flushboard siding are characteristic of the newer 
Stick Style, while the basic mass, hipped roof, gable and window hoods are holdovers from the 
Italianate period. The house has recently been restored and features a period polychromatic color 
.scheme. 

The 1880s witnessed a period of widespread construction on Belvidere Hill, particularly on the main 
avenues but also on the cross streets where lots (and homes, consequently) were generally smaller. A 
variety of new styles were introduced in the 1880s, beginning with the 1883 construction of the 
Arthur Bonney Estate at 236 Fairmount Street by Abel Atherton (MAP #55; MHC #623). As the 
district's only example of the Chateauesque Style, this home is of rough-faced ashlar construction and 
is set back from the street on a large, open lawn. The 2 1/2-story design features a three-story 
rounded comer tower and a broad gabled bay on the facade, a tall hipped slate roof, and a 
porte-cochere at the entrance on the north elevation. A nondescript concrete garage with stone facing 
has been added to the south. The original 1 1/2-story Arthur Bonney Estate Carriage House (MAP 
#54; MHC #2158) is built in a matching Chateauesque design and has a steep hipped roof with cupola 

(cont inued) 
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and a rounded corner tower with a tall conical roof. It has recently been converted into a separate 
residence. 

Many examples of the Queen Anne .style also date from the 1880s. The James W. B. Shaw House at 
47 Belmont Avenue (MAP #27; MHC #588; Photograph 7) was built ca. 1884-1885. Built on a 
prominent corner lot at the crest of the hill, the house has a predominance of large gables, modillioned 
cornices, hipped dormers, molded window hoods, corner pilasters, applied stickwork, a threaded 
chimney on the south elevation, and a fine rectangular oriel window on the facade. 

The Arthur G. Pollard House of 1885 is another Queen Anne design (MAP #11; MHC #606; 
Photograph 8). Characteristically asymmetrical in plan, this large 2 l/2-.story house demonstrates a 
full complement of Queen Anne details including turned millwork, scrollwork, applied sunburst 
woodwork in the gables, corbeled chimneys, and a steep roof with many intersecting planes. A large, 
clapboard carriage house topped by a square cupola is located behind the house. 

A more fully developed version of the Stick Style than the Albion C. Taylor House of ca.l876 is the 
.James Francis House, completed a decade later (MAP #9; MHC #604). Set perpendicular to the 
street on a good-sized lot, this 2 1/2-story house has a .steep hipped slate roof punctuated by many 
dormers, some jerkin-headed and some peaked, but all trimmed with flat bargeboards. The design also 
features exposed sawn-eave trusses at the cornice line, shallow cornice brackets, tall narrow windows, 
and a richly corbeled chimney which accentuates the building's verticality. The large clapboard 
carriage house to the east has a center gable and a rounded ventilator. 

The John F. Howe House at 85 Fairmount Street, built in 1887, is another fine example of the Queen 
Anne style (MAP #67; MHC #597; Photograph 9). One of the grander homes along Fairmount 
Street, it occupies a large lot, but sits quite clo.se to the street and dominates the .street.scape with broad 
two-story gables on the two main elevations. Its surfaces are a combination of ashlar masonry and 
patterned shingles, with patterned wood decoration in the north gable. The main entrance is recessed 
behind a broad .stone arch. On the north elevation is a fine porte-cochere which combines a .stickwork 
gable with ashlar footings. To the northwest is a carriage house with a center two-story pavilion 
whose decorated pediment echoes the design of the main house. 

The Shingle Style also became fashionable in the 1880s, often employing many Queen Anne elements 
as well. Its first and perhaps grandest example on Belvidere Hill was in the John Faulkner House at 
32 Belmont Avenue (MAP #2; MHC #587; Photograph 10), of 1887. Occupying one of the 
district's most prestigious corner parcels at the crest of the hill, the house is set at a 45° angle to the 
two streets. The building's form is a complex mass of gables, turrets, round towers and tall chimneys. 
Plain and patterned shingles sheath the main surfaces, except in the two upper stories of the broad 
west gable where an elaborate .scrolled leaf pattern of applied woodwork is featured. A large .square 
porte-coch-re with round-arched openings and a hipped roof projects at an angle from the corner of the 

(cont inued) 
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two main elevations. At the eastern edge of the parcel, stands a matching Shingle Style carriage house 
with patterned shingles in the broad gable which spans its facade and a large round ventilator at the 
ridge. 

The equally impressive Frederick Faulkner House was erected two years later and two doors away, 
at 86 Belmont Avenue (MAP #4; MHC #591). As designed and partially rebuilt in 1903 following a 
fire six years earlier, the property illustrates the Richardsonian Romanesque style, a style also adopted 
for several key Lowell public buildings of this era, including Lowell City Hall (NR, 4/21/75) and the 
U.S. Post Office (NR, 3/10/86). The two-story rectangular mass is built of rough-faced ashlar granite, 
capped by a steep hipped roof with dormers. A large engaged tower with a pyramidal roof and two 
conical roofs above the facade's curved ends all add to the building's sculptural form. Bands of 
arched and rectangular windows, many with transoms, encircle the building. A massive round-arched 
porte-coch_re extends from the southwest corner of the facade, adjacent to the main entrance bay 
where a similar arch is supported by squat, polished granite columns. A shingled carriage house at the 
northeast corner of the parcel was destroyed by fire in the mid-twentieth century. 

The William S. Lamson House of 1890-1891 (MAP #76; MHC #613) shows a decidedly similar 
interest in the Richardsonian Romanesque although its overall design is in the Queen Anne style. 
Located at 209 Nesmith Street on a steeply-sloping comer lot, this large three-story home is built 
primarily of brick with sandstone trim. An engaged three-story corner tower and a wide, two-bay 
gable on the facade add interest to the building's massing. The main entrance bay features a massive 
round sandstone arch with finely-carved filigree and rosettes in the haunches. Segmental-arched 
paneled doors are recessed behind the arch, creating a grand and imposing entry. 

By the turn of the century, the Colonial Revival style had come into favor, and remained the most 
commonly used style on Belvidere Hill for the next forty years, becoming more subdued, however, as 
time pas.sed. Among its best early examples is the 1897-1898 Alice and Lina Parker House (MAP 
#28; MHC #590; Photograph 11). Occupying a large corner parcel at 57 Belmont Avenue on the 
crest of the hill, the house's impressive scale and design add to the grand feeling of the street. 
Sheathed in clapboard, the design features a broad 2 1/2-story central pedimented portico supported by 
pairs of fluted Corinthian columns with a second, one-story, semi-circular portico set within it. An 
abundance of modillioned cornices and turned balustrades enrich the design, as do the peaked dormers 
on the steep, hipped slate roof. A matching clapboard carriage house to the southwest is connected by 
a wooden arcade. 

Other early examples of the Colonial Revival style include the Sarah Francis House of ca. 1895 
(MAP #8; MHC #602) and the Lawrence Manufacturing Co. Agent's House (MAP #17; MHC 
#601) of ca. 1899. Both houses, located at 68 and 53 Mansur Street, respectively, combine Classical 
details and materials with large massing to create impressive appearances. The Sarah Francis House 
employs bow windows, corner quoins, pedimented dormers, and a columned entrance portico in its 

(cont inued) 
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design. A later second-story enclosed porch, although similar in detailing, changes the original design 
some, as does recent siding. The Lawrence Co. Agent's House is highlighted by its massive, 
one-story, balustraded square entrance portico which is flanked by corner pavilions with fanlights in 
their pediments. Full-height corner pilasters with Ionic capitals, modillioned cornices, and multiple 
dormers also add to the building's impressive image. 

Another interpretation of the Colonial Revival style is found at 25 Fairview Street in the Thomas H. 
Elliott House (MAP #40; MHC #598; Photograph 12), where it is combined with characteristic 
features of the Shingle style. Built in 1903 by a local real estate entrepreneur active on Belvidere Hill, 
the house sits on a high bluff overlooking Fairview Street. A granite retaining wall and high 
fieldstone foundation accentuate the dramatic setting. With its broad gambrel end facing the street, the 
house has a cut stone base and is clad in shingles above. These Shingle style materials and form 
combine with Classical bay windows, pedimented dormers, and turned balustrades in a strong 
composite design. 

Representative of the later Colonial Revival style homes on Belvidere Hill is the Mary P. Marden 
House at 84 Fairmount Street (MAP #43; MHC #2130). It was built ca.l920 on a large corner parcel 
abutting the small home of Philip Marden to the east (now demolished). Built of brick, the Marden 
House sits on a raised knoll. It is a two-story, rectangular, five-bay mass with a connecting recessed 
wing and a large brick ell extending southward, each trimmed with modillioned cornices. The 
facade's center entrance has a small glass-enclosed, pedimented portico with fluted Ionic columns and 
a fanlight. To the rear is a ca. 1877-1879 carriage house, formerly associated with the George Marden 
House which stood here previously. It is a wood-frame structure, capped by a mansard roof with 
cupola. 

Few buildings have been lost and none are known to have been moved. The vast majority of 
buildings in the district have been well-maintained, and most are in good to excellent condition. 
Alterations have involved later siding in a few instances, particularly to some of the Nesmith Street 
properties, and it has not always preserved all details. A few carriage houses have been lost to fire 
and small garages have been added discreetly to some properties. The majority of homes remain in 
use as single-family residences, although several of the largest estates have been converted into 
apartments, condominiums and, in one case each, a funeral home and a rest home. 

The Belvidere Hill Historic District contains very few intrusions. With the exception of one altered 
mid-nineteenth century home, the George Naylor House (MAP #C; MHC #2134; Photograph 13), 
all of the intrusions are buildings constructed in the twentieth century after the end of the period of 
significance. They consist of several small garages, gazebos and sheds, and one large 1965 brick 
apartment block at 180 Nesmith Street (MAP #D; MHC #2182; Photograph 14). The rest are 
mainly two-story homes, mostly designed with compatible massing and Colonial Revival details. The 
two multi-unit buildings adjacent to the William/Edward Burke House on Nesmith Street (MAP #E, F; 

(cont inued) 
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MHC #2186, 2187; Photograph 15) are also of compatible scale, massing, materials and detailing.  

Archaeological Description 

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded within the district, it is possible that sites may be 
present. Five prehistoric sites are recorded in the general area (within one mile). In general, however, 
the potential for significant prehistoric remains is low because locational characteristics for the 
property, particularly its distance from water, are not favorable for prehistoric sites. 

A high potential exists for significant historic archaeological remains on the property. Structural 
remains may survive from at least two of the three large farms that occupied Lynde's Hill, as the area 
was known, during the 18th and early 19th centuries. The farmhouse from the Gedney Farm, which 
included the northern portion of the district, is located outside the district. The locations for 
farmhouses and outbuildings associated with the Ebenezer Hunt Farm and the Zadok Rogers Farm are 
unknown. The Hunt Farm is located at the top of the hill in its eastern portion and the Rogers Farm 
on the westerly side. The potential for survivals associated with these farms may be the greatest along 
the three main avenues of the district where home were built on large deep lots and open space is the 
greatest. The potential is also high for engineering and construction features associated with the locks 
and Canals Reservoir (1849) located in the southern and highest portion of the district. Stmctural 
remain of homes may also be present related to the district's development as a 19th century residential 
neighborhood, however, they have yet to be identified. Most dwellings constructed during the districts 
period of significance appear to have survived. Occupational related features including mostly trash 
areas and patterns of sheet refuse may represent one of the more common archaeological survivals in 
the district associated with extant and non-extant stmctures. Privies and wells may survive associated 
with earlier non extant farmsteads in the district as well as its earlier 19th century contributing 
structures. 

(end) 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for ttie criteria qualifying tfie property 
for National Register listing.) 

X A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

_ A owned by religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

_ B removed from its original location. 

_ 0 a birthplace or grave. 

_ D a cemetery. 

_ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

_ F a commemorative property. 

_ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

ARCHITECTURE 

COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

Period of Significance 

1845 - 1945 

Significant Dates 

1849, 1864, 1890 

Significant Person 

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 
Cul tura l Affil iation 

N/A 

Arch i tec t /Bu i lder 

U N K N O W N 

9. Major B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

X previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
X designated a National Historic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
X recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # Locks & Canal Reservoir 

one or more continuation sheets.) 

Primary location of additional data: 

X State Historic Preservation Office 
_ Other State agency 
_ Federal agency 
X Local government 
_ University 
_ Other 

Name of repository: 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Lowell Historic Board 
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Acreage of Property 38 acres 
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(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

1. 19 
Zone 
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Zone 

311640 
Easting 
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Easting 
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4. 19 
Zone 

312300 
Easting 
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Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

A d d i t i o n a l i t e m s (Check with the S H P O or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 
name multiple 

street & number telephone 
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Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Tfie Belvidere Hill Hi.storic District, Lowell retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmansliip, feeling, and association, and it fulfills Criteria A and C of the National Register on the 
local level. 

Under Criterion A, the Belvidere Hill Historic District is significant for its role in the mid to 
late-nineteenth century and early twentieth century expansion of Lowell's finer residential 
neighborhoods, and more particularly as the most elegant example of these areas. This was a time 
when the city's textile industry continued to prosper, generating economic prosperity among a growing 
middle class of businessmen and entrepreneurs. Along with many of the succes.sful mill owners and 
company agents, they were eager to build fine homes in the more prestigious outlying areas of the city 
which were then being subdivided by real estate entrepreneurs. The district reflects the impressive 
accumulation of wealth by many of the city's most influential citizens, wealth they translated into an 
array of large homes and estates which reflected this status, built high above the city's mills to enjoy a 
more pastoral setting with sweeping panoramas of the surrounding countryside. 

Under Criterion C, the district is the best-preserved example of the city's finer late-nineteenth century 
residential neighborhoods. Its homes are important architecturally as outstanding examples of the 
Italianate, Second Empire, Queen Anne, Richardsonian Romanesque, Shingle, and Colonial Revival 
styles, which were each popular during various phases of its growth. The properties range in size 
from moderate to very grand, yet each exhibits many artistic elements of its style. Each design 
combines with Belvidere Hill's dramatic topography to contribute to the visual harmony of its 
streetscapes. The district's period of significance spans from 1845 to 1945, encompassing the period 
from when the area's earliest surviving homes were built to when the area stopped experiencing new 
growth, a direct consequence of the decline of Lowell's textile industry in the 1920s and 1930s. 

Criterion A: Development of the Belvidere Hill area as early as the 1840s was part of a city-wide 
growth pattern of new residential neighborhoods for Lowell's growing middle class of successful 
businessmen, entrepreneurs and professionals. Originally part of the neighboring town of Tewksbury, 
much of the area was part of a 3000-acre land grant of 1649 by the General Court of Massachusetts to 
Margaret Winthrop, widow of John Winthrop, the first governor of the Massachusetts colony. 
Tewksbury was incorporated as a town in 1734, having previously been part of neighboring Billerica. 
Tewksbury was an agrarian community, with its sandy soil best suited to fruits, vegetables, dairy farms 
and foresting. This portion of the town continued in use as farmlands into the mid-nineteenth century 
and was commonly referred to as Lynde's Hill, even as late as the 1840s. By 1820, three large farms 
occupied most of its area: the Gedney Farm in its northerly section, the Ebenezer Hunt Farm at the 
top of the Hill in its easterly portion, and the Zadok Rogers Farm on the westerly side. 

(cont inued) 
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only after six years of fiery debate that annexation of 384 acres was finally granted in 1834. Even 
thirty years later, the area was often informally referred to as Tewksbury. This was the first of several 
annexations over the next century whereby Lowell would acquire over half its land area through 
annexation. 

In the 1830s, Lowell's residential areas were still all within walking distance of the mills. The mill 
companies erected boarding houses for their laborers. Fine free-standing homes were often built and 
owned by the mills for their overseers and agents. Early on, Pawtucket Street was among the most 
desirable addresses, and many fine homes were built there. An important factor in its development 
was that the prevailing westerly and northwesterly winds tended to keep the factory smoke away. 

As time went on in the 1840s and 1850s, the population increased dramatically. Also, many of the 
first generation mill owners and agents were ready to retire. Other areas of the city began to compete 
with Pawtucket Street for the mills' upper management, most notably the three areas known as 
Belvidere Hill, Centralville (annexed from Dracut in 1851), and The Highlands. Among them, 
Belvidere Hill was first to attract new residents due its highest topography with its commanding views 
away from the city. It also offered views of Hunt's Falls on the Concord River and to the west, a 
view of Rogers Fort Hill Park. This early shift would lead to a very distinct development pattern, as 
described in the 1897 Illustrated History of Lowell and Vicinity: 

"The city has settled itself down between the hills to perform its labors, but climbs up to the 
high land for its pleasure and its rest." 

This separation of home and work reflected the broader conflict that the new industrialists faced in 
Lowell, as in other New England mill towns. This conflict pitted the smoke, disease and congestion 
of urban life against the desire to maintain a pastoral landscape. As resolved, the pastoral setting of 
the hillsides was reserved only for those who could afford to build there. 

The nature of Lowell's changing work force also had an impact on the move to new, more pastoral 
middle class neighborhoods. The original work force of farm girls and native men was largely 
replaced in the 1850s and 1860s by Irish immigrants, followed by substantial new influxes of 
French-Canadians in the 1870s and 1880s, and by many Eastern European groups after that. These 
new groups tended to cluster together in certain parts of town: the Irish in "The Acre;" the 
French-Canadians in "Little Canada;" and so on. These districts, close to the mills, became densely 
built up with tenements, making any proximity to them unwanted by the more successful classes. This 
created an opportunity for enterprising businessmen to become real estate entrepreneurs in the more 
outlying areas of the city, where they frequently purchased former farmlands, laid out a few streets at 
a time, and often named the streets after themselves. 

(cont inued) 
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Among these entrepreneurs were the brothers John and Thomas Nesmith, traders from Derry, New 
Hampshire, who purchased Judge Livermore's 150-acre farm in 1831 for $25,000. John Nesmith lived 
in the Gedney House for many years until eventually selling it to the Sisters of Charity as an annex to 
St. John's Hospital. Meanwhile, the Nesmith brothers proceeded to divide up most of their holdings 
into house lots along the newly created Nesmith and Fairmount Streets, of which Nesmith Street was 
laid out as the primary avenue through the area, connecting with the old road to Tewksbury at its 
southerly end. 

The southerly portion of Fairmount Street also experienced early development due to its proximity to 
the new Lynde's Hill Reservoir. In 1849, the Proprietors of Locks and Canals built a reservoir here 
(MAP #50; HAER 1974) to provide the water pressure and storage capacity necessary for the fire 
protection of the textile mills on the Locks & Canals system when the canals were drained each 
summer. The old road from Tewksbury was extended up the hill for access. This area, much of 
which had been owned by Martha King in the 1840s, was sold off as house lots in the 1850s and 
186()s. 

The easterly section of the district saw substantial changes in these years as well. This area, formerly 
the farm of Ebenezer Hunt, was purchased ca. 1840 by Captain William Wyman. Wyman acquired 
just under 50 acres of land, auctioned off most of the timber growth it contained, and planted 
extensive apple and peach orchards. He also proposed a public observatory atop the hill, but it was 
never built. Wyman died in 1864, and the farm was sold at auction to Samuel Wyman of Baltimore 
for $18,000. Samuel Wyman had the area surveyed, and he laid out Belmont Avenue running 
north/south along its ridge, as well as Talbot, Fairview, and Summit Streets running east/west. The 
land between them, he subdivided into large hou.se lots. Many of the area's grandest homes are 
situated along the ridge of the hill in this section and date from the 1880s and 1890s. Nearly all the 
homes on Mansur Street were also built in the 1880s. 

Development of Belvidere Hill, as well as of other new neighborhoods of the 1860s and later, was also 
intluenced by the new horse-drawn trolley lines. Lowell's first horse-drawn railway line ran along 
Pawtucket, Merrimack and East Merrimack Streets to Nesmith Street at the base of Belvidere Hill, 
beginning service in 1864. This was the beginning of the city's "commuter neighborhoods." By 1890, 
the line to Belvidere Hill had been electrified, as well as extended along Nesmith Street, further 
encouraging residential development of the area. 

The Zadok Rogers Farm, which covered the acreage west of Nesmith Street, was also subdivided into 
house lots in the 1880s and 1890s. With less commanding views than the properties higher up the 
hill, the lots tended to be smaller and the houses built upon them more modest in size and design, 
except for those along Nesmith Street itself, where the street's pre-established reputation resulted in 
more grand and imposing houses comparable to those further up the hill. 

(cont inued) 



NP8 Form OMt Apprwol No, 10240019 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Belvidere Hill Historic District 
Lowell (Middlesex County) 

Section number 8 page 5 Massachusetts 

By 1905, nearly all of the prime house lots on Belvidere Hill had been sold and built upon. The 
major avenues had wide sidewalks and were lined with ornamental trees, and Nesmith Street had a 
trolley line running its full length, a symbol of its importance within the city. In the first three 
decades of the twentieth century, further development occurred on the district's unbuilt parcels, 
particularly on some of the smaller lots running up the hill on Fairview and Summit Streets, and on 
several lots along Fairmount Street. 

Among the district's early residents were many of Lowell's leaders in business, political and social 
affairs. At 194 Nesmith Street, (MAP #73) lived Rev. Samuel C. Pratt in the 1840s. Next door at 
216 Nesmith Street, (MAP #72) William Burke, superintendent of the Lowell Machine Shop and later 
an agent of the Boott Mills, built his home. Charles Stott, agent and treasurer of the Belvidere 
Woollen Mills lived at 173 Nesmith Street (MAP #76), while the Lawrence Manufacturing Co. built 
an agent's house at 53 Mansur Street (MAP #17) in ca. 1899. John and Frederick Faulkner, partners in 
the L. W. Faulkner Woollen Mills, erected imposing residences at 32 and 86 Belmont Avenue (MAP 
#2, 4), while between them at 52 Belmont Avenue (MAP #3) was the home of Alexander G. 
Cumnock, agent of the Boott Mills and a founder of the Lowell Textile Institute (now the University 
of MA at Lowell). 

Successful Lowell merchants and professionals also built their homes on Belvidere Hill, including 
Arthur G. Pollard at 110 Mansur Street (MAP #11), owner of a prominent dry goods store which bore 
his name. At 25 Fairmount Street (MAP #20) lived Frank P. Putnam, son of Addison Putnam, who 
purchased the Rev. Pratt House by 1861 (MAP #73). Together they operated Putnam and Son, fine 
men's clothiers. Albion C. Taylor, who resided at 166 Fairmount Street (MAP #51) co-owned Cook, 
Taylor & Co. a Lowell dry goods and ladies' clothing .store. Attorney James C. Abbott built his 
Fairmount Street home (MAP #21) in 1868, as did Asa Hill, a dealer in sheet music and a music 
teacher, in the 1870s (MAP #34). Henry Tibbetts, whose ca.l904 home is at 124 Mansur Street (MAP 
#1) worked his way up from foreman in a retail lumber business to become general manager of the 
Skilling, Whitney and Barnes Lumber Company, one of the largest businesses of its kind. Thomas H 
Elliott, of 25 Fairview Street (MAP #40) was a local real estate developer active in subdividing the 
southeast portion of Belvidere Hill (outside the district) in the early twentieth century. 

Many of the city's political figures lived here as well. Stephen Mansur lived at 172 Nesmith Street 
(MAP #74), later selling it to George F. Richardson. Both were mayors of the city, as wereJames C. 
Abbott (MAP #21) and Charles A. Stott (MAP #76). Arthur Bonney, who acquired 236 Fairmount 
Street in 1887, (MAP #55) served as city solicitor for many years. Many of the district's residents 
.served as directors and trustees of Lowell's banks and philanthropic institutions. Several homes were 
built by the widows of successful Lowell mill owners, others were built by successful fathers for their 
sons or daughters, or occasionally by the pro.sperous sons for their widowed mothers. 

(cont inued) 
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This range of occupants reflected the growth of Lowell's new middle class, as well as an increase in 
the number of its wealthiest citizens, especially during the period from 1845 to 1910. This was a time 
when the textile indu.stry continued to remain strong, and when the city's downtown commercial 
di.strict expanded to service the needs of a growing middle class, enabling many new businessmen and 
professionals to prosper and live well. In its later years, despite declines in the textile industry, the 
area maintained its reputation as one of Lowell's finest neighborhoods, continuing to attract the city's 
business and professional leaders as its residents, and even experiencing a few new homes built in the 
198()s. 

Criterion C: The Belvidere Hill Historic District is significant as a cohesive area of fine homes 
representing the many styles of architecture popular during its century of development from 1845 to 
1945: Italianate, Second Empire, Stick, Queen Anne, Richardsonian Romanesque, Shingle, and 
Colonial Revival. The properties range from modest to very large, some situated close together while 
others are .set back on large open lots with commanding views. The district's dramatic hillside 
topography combines with the individual building designs to create many visually cohesive 
streetscapes that preserve the pastoral mood of the age in which they were created. 

The district has been compared to other mid-to-late nineteenth century middle class residential 
neighborhoods in Lowell which have been surveyed, including Centralville's Christian Hill and 
portions of the Highlands. Comprised of approximately 38 acres, the Belvidere Hill District is clearly 
the largest area within the city to retain so much of its original architectural character, including the 
rhythmic pattern of its streetscapes, the impression of a quiet, slower pace of life, and the architectural 
integrity of so inany finely designed individual structures. 

A pattern of large stately homes set back from the street on open lawns characterizes the district, 
particularly along Belmont Avenue, Fairmount Street and Nesmith Street, where the homes are 
grandest and the setbacks most pronounced. A number of the homes include fine carriage houses set 
behind them and designed in a matching style. The wide .streets, lined by sidewalks, many tree-lined 
with mature shade trees, add to the stately image the district's original residents sought to project. 

Within the district, .several of the earliest surviving homes were built in the Italianate .style. The David 
E. Chase House at 205 Fairmount Street, ca. 1856, (MAP #57) combines traditional rectangular 
massing with an Italianate central gabled pavilion, wide cornice and low hipped roof Later additions 
have further added to the .scale and more complex massing of the house. The Aaron Blanchard House 
(MAP #31) and the Darius C. Brown House (MAP #39) also exemplify the Italianate .style with their 
cross-gable plans, round-arched windows and dormer hoods, bracketed eaves, corner pilasters, and 
projecting bays. 

(continued) 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

Beginning at the northeast corner of the district, the boundary commences at the northeast comer of 
the parcel at #124 Mansur Street and proceeds in a southerly direction along said property's eastern 
boundary for a distance of 205.9 feet, crosses Mansur Street, and continues southerly along the eastern 
(rear) boundary lines of #32, # 52, #86, and #100 Belmont Avenue until reaching the southea.st comer 
of the parcel at #100 Belmont Avenue, where it tums westerly and proceeds along saidproperty's 
southern boundary to the west side of Belmont Avenue. It then tums southerly along the west side of 
Belmont Avenue until reaching the southern edge of the Locks & Canals Reservoir. 

It turns westward and follows the southern boundary of said Reservoir for a distance of approximately 
169.93 feet until reaching the eastem (rear) property line of #166 Fairmount Street, which it follows to 
the south for its length of 141.49 feet. It then turns westerly along said property's southerly edge until 
intersecting the eastern (rear) boundary of #180 Fairmount and proceeds in a southerly direction along 
the eastern boundaries of #180 Fairmount Street and #10 Whitman Avenue, across Whitman Avenue 
to the south, easterly along the northern edge of the parcel at #208 Fairmount Street, and southerly 
along the eastern boundary of said parcel, easterly along the northern boundary of #222 Fairmount 
Street, southerly along the eastern boundary of #222 and #236 Fairmount Street, and westerly along 
the southern boundary of #236 Fairmount until reaching the easterly side of Fairmount Street. 

The boundary proceeds northward along the east side of Fairmount Street until reaching a point where 
it turns westward across Fairmount Street at the southeast corner of the parcel at #239 Fairmount 
Street. It here continues westward for a distance of 140.15 feet along said parcel's southern edge, then 
northward along said parcel's westem edge until intersecting the southerly boundary of #205 
Fairmount Street where it again turns westward to said property's southwest corner, and proceeds 
northerly along the western (rear) boundary line of the properties on the west side of Fairmount Street 
until intersecting the southern boundary of the parcel at #220 Nesmith Street. 

It turns westward along said boundary and continues across Nesmith Street, jogs southward along the 
easterly edge of the parcel at #227 Nesmith Street to its southeast corner, turns west along the 
southern boundary of #227 Nesmith Street, tuming northward along the western (rear) boundaries of 
#227 and #221 Nesmith Street, across Sherman Street to the north, turning westward along the 
southerly edge of the parcel at #209 Nesmith Street, and continuing northward along the westerly 
boundaries of the parcels on the west side of Nesmith Street, across Porter Street, and continuing 
northward along the western boundaries of #175 and #157 Nesmith Street, then turning eastward along 
the northern boundary of #157 Nesmith Street to its northeast corner at the west side of Nesmith 
Street. 

(cont inued) 
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It then turns southerly along said parcel's eastem edge until reaching a point opposite the south side of 
Mansur Street, and proceeds easterly along the south side of Mansur Street until reaching the east side 
of Fairmount Street, where it turns northward along the east side of Fairmount Street until reaching the 
south side of Wyman Street, where it turns easterly again and proceeds eastward up Wyman Street's 
south side, crosses Belmont Avenue, here turning northerly along the western edge of the parcel at 
#124 Mansur Street, then easterly along said parcel's northern boundary until reaching the point of 
origin, (see attached City of Lowell assessors maps #201, 219, 220, 221, 235 and 236) 

Verbal Boundary Ju.stification: 

This boundary definition encompasses the key historically and architecturally significant properties and 
streetscapes which reflect the development of Belvidere Hill during its period of significance. It 
includes properties ranging from the 1840's to the 1980's, when several compatible infill buildings 
were added. The boundary includes not only major estates built during the district's peak development 
years but also more modest homes built on smaller parcels as the city's economy slowed during the 
first half of the 20th century. The district is also defined topographically, starting at the broad avenue 
of Nesmith Street and proceeding eastward up the steep hill to the hill's crest, where several of the 
grandest homes are situated. 

The district's western boundary along Nesmith Street has been drawn to include a range of properties 
which retain their integrity. Further south along Nesmith Street, major alterations to some properties 
and the addition of several large apartment blocks have destroyed the original visual character and 
there are major gaps in the historic street.scape. The southerly edge of the district includes key 
properties on Fairmount Street which are among some of the district's earliest buildings, but excludes 
new development tracts south of #236 Fairmount and the mix of 19th and 2()th century modest homes 
further south on the street's west side. The easterly boundary extends to the crest of Belvidere Hill, 
including the major estates on the east side of Belmont Avenue but excluding the mid-20th century 
homes beyond them and the several new development tracts on this side of the Hill. The northern 
boundary includes the many fine 19th and early 20th century homes along Mansur Street but excludes 
the later and less distinguished block between Fairmount and Nesmith Streets. The centerline of 
Wyman Street forms a suitable boundary, as its northern side marks the rear property lines of several 
large properties which face out onto busy Andover Street rather than towards the more serene 
streetscapes of Belvidere Hill. 

(end) 
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Photo 9: View looking southwesterly from Fairmount Street towards east 
and north elevations of 85 Fairmount Street, the John F. Howe 
House. 

Photo 10: View looking easterly from Belmont Avenue towards west 
elevation of 32 Belmont Avenue, the John Faulkner House. 

Photo I 1: View looking northwesterly from Belmont Avenue towards east 
elevation of 57 Belmont Avenue, the Alice and Lina Parker House. 

Photo 12: View looking southeasterly from Fairview Street towards north 
and west elevations of 25 Fairview Street, the Thomas H. Elliott 
House. 

Photo 13: View looking northwesterly from Fairmount Street towards east 
elevations of 99 and 95 Fairmount Street. 

Photo 14: View looking northeasterly from Nesmith Street towards west 
elevation of 180 Nesmith Street. 

Photo 15: View looking northerly from southwest corner of the 
William/Edward Burke House parcel towards south elevation of 
206-214 Nesmith Street. 

(end) 
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27 

28 

46 

5 

18 

19 

21 

20 

219-458 
219-457 

219-459 
219-456 

219-460 

219-455 

219-461 
219-454 

219-462 

219-453 

219-447 

219-446 
219-445 

587 John Faulkner House 
2108 Carriage House 

588 James W. B. Shaw Hse. 
2109 Carriage House 

589 Alex G. Cumnock Hse. 

2110 Carriage House 

590 Alice & Lina Parker Hse. 
2111 Cartiage House 

591 Frederick Faulkner House 

2112 House 

219-452 2113 Frederick Flather, Jr. House 

219-451 2114 Philip R. Hovey House 
219-450 2115 Garage 

219-449 592 Herbert Jefferson House 

219-448 2116 Garage 

596 James Abbott House 

593 Frank P. Putnam House 
2117 Carriage House 

32 Belmont Ave. 
32 Belmont Ave. 

47 Belmont Ave. 
47 Belmont Ave. 

52 Belmont Ave. 

52 Belmont Ave. 

57 Belmont Ave. 
57 Belmont Ave. 

86 Belmont Ave. 

99 Belmont Ave. 

100 Belmont Ave. 

2 Fairmount St. 
2 Fairmount St. 

7 Fairmount St. 

7 Fairmount St. 

24 Fairmount St. 

25 Fairmount St. 
25 Fairmount St. 

1887 
1887 

ca. 1884-1885 
ca. 1884-1885 

ca. 1882/alt. 
ca. 1920s 

ca. 1882 

1897-1898 
1897-1898 

1889-1890/1902 

1940s 

1927 

1918-1919 
1918-1919 

ca. 1888 

ca. 1918-1919 

ca. 1868 

ca. 1886 
ca. 1886 

Shingle B 
Shingle B 

Queen Anne B 
Queen Anne B 

Classi. Rev. B 

Queen Anne B 

Col. Rev. B 
Colonial Rev. B 

Richardsonian B 
Romanesque 

Cape Colonial B 

Colonial Rev. B 

Colonial Rev. B 
Colonial Rev. B 

Col. Rev./ B 
Queen Anne 
No Style B 

Second Empire B 

Queen Anne B 
Queen Anne B 

C 
C 

C 
C 

C 

C 

C 
C 

C 

C 

C 
C 

C 

C 

C 

C 
C 

Page 1 of 8 



BELVIDERE HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 
LOWELL, (MIDDLESEX COUNTRY) 

MASSACHUSETTS 

MAP# LOWELL# MHC# HISTORIC NAME STREET ADDRESS DATE STYLE RESOURCE STATUS 

A 219-444 2118 House 

32 219-443 594 Martha Rogers House 
219-442 2119 Storage Shed 

71 219-441 2120 House 

33 219-440 2121 Larkin T. Tmll House 
219-439 2122 Can-iage House (now attached) 

70 219-438 2123 Artemas S. Tyler House 

34 219-437 595 Asa Hill House 

69 219-436 2124 Julian B. Keyes House 
219-435 2125 Garage 

35 219-434 2126 William G. Ward House 
219-433 2127 Garage 

68 219-432 2128 Frances S. Cobum House 
219-431 2129 Garage 

43 219-430 2130 Mary P. Marden House 
219- 429 2131 George A. Marden Carriage House 

67 220-428 597 John F. Howe House 

220- 427 2132 Can-iage House 

B 220-426 2133 John Carrigan House 

C 220-425 2134 George Naylor House 

41 Fairmount St. 

46 Fairmount St. 
46 Fairmount St. 

53 Fairmount St. 

56 Fairmount St. 

56 Fairmount St. (rear) 

57 Fairmount St. 

62 Fairmount St. 

65 Fairmount St. 
65 Fairmount St. 

70 Fairmount St. 
70 Fairmount St. 

75 Fairmount St. 
75 Fairmount St. 

84 Fairmount St. 
84 Fairmount St. 

85 Fairmount St. 
85 Fairmount St. 

95 Fairmount St. 

99 Fairmount St. 

ca. 1988 

ca. 1873-1874 
1980s 

ca. 1900 

1902 
1902 

1890-1891 

ca. 1872 

1918-1919 
1918-1919 

1884 
ca. 1940 

1915 
1915 

ca.l920 
ca. 1877-1879 

1887 
1887 

1966 

ca. 1873-1874 
alt. ca. 1960+ 

Colonial Rev. B 

Second Empire B 
No Style B 

Colonial Rev. B 

Queen Anne B 
Queen Anne B 

Shingle B 

Second Empire B 

Colonial Rev. B 
No Style B 

Queen Anne B 
No Style B 

Colonial Rev. B 
No Style B 

Colonial Rev. B 
Second Empire B 

Queen Anne B 
Queen Anne B 

Modem B 

No Style B 

NC 

C 
NC 

C 

c 

c 

c 
c 
c 

c 
c 

c 
c 

c 
c 

c 
c 

NC 

NC 
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BELVIDERE HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 
LOWELL, (MIDDLESEX COUNTRY) 

MASSACHUSETTS 

MAP# LOWELL# MHC# HISTORIC NAME STREET ADDRESS DATE STYLE RESOURCE STATUS 

44 220-424 2135 Henry F. Whiting House 
220-423 2136 Garage 

66 220-422 2137 Frank J. Ladd House 

65 220-421 2138 Blanchard E. Pratt House 

49 220-420 139 Dr. George A. Leahey House 
220-419 2140 Garage 

64 220-418 2141 Henry A. Keep House 
220-417 2142 Shed 

50 

63 

62 

51 

61 

60 

52 

220-905 

220-415 
(905) 
(905) 

220-414 
220-413 

220-412 

220-441 

220-410 

220-409 

220-408 
220-407 

906 

2143 

*Locks and Canals Res. 

*Valve Control Building 
2155 *Granite Wall, east edge of parcel 
2553 *Granite Wall, west 

2144 G. W. Dutton House 

2145 Carriage House 

2146 On-in B. Silver House 

622 Albion C. Taylor House 

2147 John F. Sawyer House 

2148 Eli Thorn House 

2149 Dr. James B. O'Connor House 
2150 Garage 

106 Fairmount St. 
106 Fairmount St. 

109 Fairmount St. 

119 Fairmount St. 

120 Fairmount St. 
120 Fairmount St. 

137 Fairmount St. 
137 Fairmount St. 

Fairmount St. 

Fairmount St. 
Fairmount St. 
Fairmount St. 

149 Fairmount St. 
149 Fairmount St. 

57 Fairmount St. 

166 Fairmount St. 

169 Fairmount St. 

175 Fairmount St. 

180 Fairmount St. 
180 Fairmount St. 

1898 
ca.l930 

1890-1891 

1919 

ca. 1909 
ca. 1925 

1917 
1917 

1849 

1849 
1849 
1849 

ca. 1872 
ca. 1872 

ca. 1876 

ca. 1876 

1904 

ca. 1876-1877 

1932 
1932 

Colonial Rev. B 
No Style B 

Queen Anne B 

Eliza. Rev. B 

Colonial Rev. B 
No Style B 

Colonial Rev. B 
Colonial Rev. B 

19th century St 
Industrial 
No Style B 
No Style O 
No Style O 

Italianate B 
Italianate B 

Second Empire B 

Stick B 

Shingle B 

Italianate/ B 
Colonial Rev. 

Colonial Rev. B 
No Style B 

C 
C 

c 

c 

c 
c 

c 
c 

c 
c 
c 

c 
c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 
c 
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BELVIDERE HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 
LOWELL, (MIDDLESEX COUNTRY) 

MASSACHUSETTS 

MAP# LOWELL# MHC# HISTORIC NAME STREET ADDRESS DATE STYLE RESOURCE STATUS 

59 

58 

57 

53 

54 

55 

56 

42 

41 

36 

40 

37 

39 

220-406 2151 John W. Pead House 

220- 405 2152 Willard D. Pratt House 

221- 404 2153 David E. Chase House 

220-403 2154 Frederick L. Parchert 
220-402 2156 Garage 

220- 401 

221- 400 

221-399 
221-398 

221-397 

219-396 

219-394 
219-393 

185 Fairmount St. 

195 Fairmount St. 

205 Fairmount St. 

208 Fairmount St. 
208 Fairmount St. 

208 Fairmount St. 2157 Shed 

2158 Arthur Bonney Estate Carriage House 222 Fairmount St. 

623 Arthur Bonney Estate 

2159 Garage 

2160 Chase/Pindar House 

2161 Site of Philip Marden House 
(now yard of 84 Fairmont St.) 

2162 Frederick P. Marble Hse. 
2163 Garage 

219-392 2164 Garage 

219-391 598 Thomas H. Elliott House 

219-390 2165 Sarah R. Walker House 

219-389 599 Darius C. Brown House 

236 Fairmount St. 
236 Fairmount St. 

239 Fairmount St. 

11 Fairview St. 

15 Fairview St. 
15 Fairview St. 

24 Fairview St. 

25 Fairview St. 

32 Fairview St. 

33 Fairview St. 

1921 

1923 

ca. 1856 

1923 
1923 

1980s 

1883 

1883 
ca.l940 

ca.l857 

n/a 

1896 
ca.l930 

ca.l930 

1903 

1899 

1873-1874 

Colonial Rev. 

Colonial Rev. 

B 

B 

Italianate Farmhouse B 

Colonial Rev. B 
Colonial Rev. B 

No Style B 

Chateauesque B 

Chateauesque B 
No Style B 

Italianate B 

No Style Si 

Colonial Rev. B 
Commercial B 

No Style B 

Shingle/ B 
Colonial Rev. 

Tudor Rev. B 

Italianate B 

C 

C 

C 

C 
C 

NC 

C 

C 
C 

C 

C 

C 

NC 

C 

C 

c 

c 
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BELVIDERE HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 
LOWELL, (MIDDLESEX COUNTRY) 

MASSACHUSETTS 

MAP# LOWELL# MHC# HISTORIC NAME STREET ADDRESS DATE STYLE RESOURCE STATUS 

38 219-388 2166 Open parcel (lawn of 
Darius C. Brown House) 

6 219-387 2167 O'Dowd Double House 

7 219-386 600 Levi Sprague House 
219-385 2168 Garage 

17 219-384 601 Lawrence Manufacturing 
Co. Agent's House 

219-382 2169 Garage 

8 219-381 602 Sarah Francis House 
219-380 959 Gazebo 

219-379 2170 Garage 

16 219-378 2171 Mary E. Wight House 

15 219-377 603 Moses Little House 

9 219-376 604 James Francis House 
219-372 172 Carnage House 

14 219-374 2173 Clarence H. Nelson House 
219-373 2174 Garage 

13 219-372 2175 Samuel P. Griffin House 

219-371 2176 Carriage House 

10 219-370 605 T. Tweed/H. Pollard Hse. 
219-369 60 Gazebo 

35 Fairview St. 

42-44 Mansur St. 

52 Mansur St. 

52 Mansur St. 

53 Mansur St. 

53 Mansur St. 

68 Mansur St. 
68 Mansur St. 

68 Mansur St. 

73 Mansur St. 

77 Mansur St. 

80 Mansur St. 
80 Mansur St. 

85 Mansur St. 
85 Mansur St. 

91 Mansur St. 

91 Mansur St. 

96 Mansur St. 
96 Mansur St. 

n/a No Style Si C 

1916 Colonial Rev. B € 

1867 Second Empire B C 
ca. 1920 No Style B C 

ca. 1899 Colonial Rev. B C 

ca. 1920 Colonial Rev. B C 

ca. 189 Colonial Rev. B C 
1980s No Style St NC 

ca. 1920 No Style B G 

ca. 1882-1883 Queen Anne B C 

1881 Second Empire B C 

1886 Stick B C 
1886 Stick B C 

1884 Queen Anne B C 
ca. 1930 No Style B € 

ca. 1882-1883 Italianate/ B C 
Colonial Rev. 

ca. 1882-1883 Italianate B C 

1884 Queen Anne B: C 
1993 No Style St NC 
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BELVIDERE HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 
LOWELL, (MIDDLESEX COUNTRY) 

MASSACHUSETTS 

MAP# LOWELL# MHC# HISTORIC NAME STREET ADDRESS DATE STYLE RESOURCE STATUS 

12 

11 

75 

74 

76 

D 

77 

73 

78 

79 

80 

219-368 2177 George F. Scribner House 
219-367 2178 Carnage House 

219-366 
219-365 

219-364 
219-363 

201-362 

606 Arthur Pollard House 
2179 Carriage House 

607 Henry Tibbetts House 
2180 Carriage House 

608 House 

219-361 609 Stephen Mansur House 
219-360 2181 Shed 

201-359 610 Charles A. Stott House 

219-358 2182 Apartment Block 

219-357 611 Samuel K. Hutchinson House 
219-356 2183 Carnage House 

219-355 612 Rev. Samuel C. Pratt House 

219-354 2184 House 

219-353 2185 Thomas Costello House 

219-352 613 William S. Lamson House 

E 219-351 2186 Multi-unit Building 

72 219-350 614 William/Edward Burke House 

109 Mansur St. 
109 Mansur St. 

110 Mansur St. 
110 Mansur St. 

124 Mansur St. 
124 Mansur St. 

157 Nesmith St. 

172 Nesmith St. 

172 Nesmith St. 

173 Nesmith St. 

180 Nesmith St. 

187 Nesmith St. 
187 Nesmith St. 

194 Nesmith St. 

195 Nesmith St. 

201 Nesmith St. 

209 Nesmith St. 

206-214 Nesmith Street 

216 Nesmith St. 
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1885 
1885 

1885 
1885 

1904 
1904 

ca. 1885-1890 

1845/alt. ca. 1885 
ca. 1890 

1875-1876 

1965-1966 

1874 
1874 

1848-1849 

ca. 1900 

1888 

1890-1891 

1986-1987 

ca. 1865-1869 

Queen Anne/ 
Queen Anne 

Queen Anne 
Queen Anne 

Colonial Rev. 
Colonial Rev. 

Queen Anne 

Ital ./Stick 
No Style 

Second Empire 

Modem Col. 

Queen Anne 
Queen Anne 

Italianate 

Shingle 

Queen Anne/ 
Colonial Rev. 

Queen Anne 

Colonial Rev. 

Second Empire 

B 
B 

B 
B 

B 
B 

B 

B 
B 

B 

B 

B 
B 

B 

B 

B 

B 

B 

B 

C 
C 

C 
C 

C 
C 

C 
C 

C 

NC 

C 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

NC 

c 



BELVIDERE HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 
LOWELL, (MIDDLESEX COUNTRY) 

MASSACHUSETTS 

MAP# L O W E L L i MHC# HISTORIC NAME STREET ADDRESS DATE STYLE RESOURCE STATUS 

F 

81 

82 

45 

48 

G 

47 

22 

23 

24 

31 

30 

25 

29 

219-349 2187 Multi-unit Building 

219-348 615 William Sprague House 

219- 347 616 Mrs. William Burke House 

220- 346 2188 John Riordan House 

220-345 2189 James E. Lyie House 

220-344 2190 Caniage House 

220-343 2191 House 

220-342 2192 Dr. Charies F. Hams House 

219-341 2193 Horatio R. Fletcher Hse. 

219-340 617 Mary K. Howard House 

219-339 2194 David N. Nichols House 

219-338 2195 Aaron Blanchard House 

219-337 2196 Edmund B. Conant House 
219-336 2197 Garage 

219-335 2198 Hamy A. Brown House 

219-334 2199 Sarah R. Walker House 
219-333 2200 Garage 

220 Nesmith St. 

221 Nesmith St. 

227 Nesmith St. 

16 Summit St. 

19 Summit St. 

19 Summit St. 

22 Summit St. 

33 Summit St. 

16 Talbot St. 

26 Talbot St. 

30 Talbot St. 

31 Talbot St. 

39 Talbot St. 
39 Talbot St. 

40 Talbot St. 

45 Talbot St. 
45 Talbot St. 

1986-1987 

1902 

1888 

1942 

1911 

1911 

1951 

1913 

1890-1891 

ca. 1875-1876 

1890-1891 

ca. 1877-1878 

1890-1891 
ca. 1920 

ca.l920 

Colonial Rev. B 

Colonial Rev. B 

Queen Anne B 

Cape Colonial B 

Shingle/ B 
Colonial Rev. 

Shingle B 

Colonial Rev. B 

Colonial Rev. B 

Queen Anne B 

Second Empire B 

Shingle B 

Italianate B 

Queen Anne/Shingle B 
No Style B 

Dutch Col. 

Queen Anne 
Queen Anne 

B 

B 
B 

NC 

C 

c 

c 

c 

c 

NC 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 
c 

c 
c 
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BELVIDERE HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 
LOWELL, (MIDDLESEX COUNTRY) 

MASSACHUSETTS 

MAP# LOWELL# MHC# HISTORIC NAME STREET ADDRESS DATE STYLE RESOURCE STATUS 

26 219-332 2201 Henry C. Cooper House 

H 220-331 2202 House 

46 Talbot St. 

10 Whitman Ave. 

1898 

1987+ 

Queen Anne 

Colonial Rev. 

B 

B 

C 

NC 

KEY: B: Building S: Site 

TOTAL RESOURCES: 128 

C: Contributing Resource Str: Structure 

115 Contributing Resources 
113 Contributing Buildings 

2 Contributing Sites 

O: Object NC: Noncontributing Resource 

13 Noncontributing Resources 
11 Noncontributing Buildings 
2 Noncontributing Stmctures 

* Previously listed in the National Register as part of the locks and canal reservoir (NR 1976, NHL 1977) 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwe^^lth 

Massachusetts Historical Comm 

April 24, 1995 

Carol ShuU 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of thie Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

RECEIVED 413 

APR 28 

INTERAGENCY RESOURCES DIVISION 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Dear Ms. ShuU: 

Enclosed please find the following nomination form: 

Belvidere Hill Historic District, Lowell (Middlesex County), Massachusetts, 01852. 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by 
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Because the city of Lowell is a participant in the 
Certified Local Government program, the owners were notified of pending State Review 
Board consideration 60-120 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to 
comment. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

enclosure 

cc: Mayor Richard Howe, City of Lowell 
Stephen R. Stowell, Administrator, Lowell Historic Board 
Margo Webber, Preservation Consultant 
Anne O'Brien, Pollard Memorial Library 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 • (617) 727-8470 
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090 


