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REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST notice of Tuesday, February 7, 1978,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Watson House, designed in the Neo-Classical Revival style, was completed
in 1918. The two story structure is essentially square in plan with a one-
story rear projection (originally the kitchen). The house is sited on a
large, tree-shaded, corner lot. A two-story verandah shelters the two street
side elevations (south and west elevations). The fenestration of the front
or entry facade (west elevation) is symmetrically composed. The location of

window and door penetrations on other elevatlons are due to interior space
utilization. - :

The house is constructed of tan or buff brick. Window and door openings are
spanned by simple rectangular cast stone lintels. The wooden frame windows
are double hung with a large single paned lower sash and a smaller multiple
paned (vertical and diamond pattern) upper sash. The main entry door and the
door opening onto the second verandah level have glass sldelights and transoms.

The two-story verandah is unique in that its eight large Ionic columns rise
their full height, untouched by the second-story porch framing, to support
the verandah roof which, in turn, supports, by steel rods, the second story
verandah. :

The main roof is hipped with two gabled projections occuring over the otherwise
flat verandah roof. These gable ends are stuccoed and decorated with semi-
circular fanlights. A Classic three-part entablature, with an extended

cornice and denticulated frieze, bands the house's entire roof/wall juncture,
gable ends, and second floor verandah floo structure. The upper verandah

has a simple wooden railing consisting of large capped newel posts, a rectan-
gular hand rail and square balusters.

The interior of. the. house,. remodeled circa 1963, retalns many of its original
decorative elements. Two massive Roman columns and a panelled beam visually .
separate the entry hall/sitting room and parlor. Interior doors are paneled
and simply trimmed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Constructed in 1918 at a cost of $11,000, the Watson House in Hamburg, Arkansas,
is an architecturally significant structure in its massive architectural design.
Not only significant architecturally, the Watson House is important in its
representation of one of the pioneer families who settled in Hamburg. The
house is set in a grove of large pin oaks, planted by the original owner, on

a corner lot two blocks from the downtown square. 1In an area in which smaller
structures surround the property, the Watson House is a focal point in the
community. ' ' . ! ' 2

Designed and built by W. C. Major Bunn, the architecturally significant Watson
House is a two-story brick structure with large proportions. The house is
covered by an intersecting gable roof with fan windows in the pediments. A
two-story portico which spans the width of two elevations features a flat

roof and denticulated cornice. The portico is supported by eight evenly
spaced round Ionic capital columns and surrounded on the second story by

a railing and balusters. ’

Skilled cabinetmaker E. T. Johnson of Hamburg worked on the construction of
the Watson House. The stairway and flooring are of pine which was hauled
from an eastern Arkansas town. The huge columns were bought in West Virginia
and shipped to Hamburg by rail. The brick sidewalk leading to the structure
was originally from a previous house which stood on the property.

The original house on the property was bought by Fannie Mosley, grandmother of
the wife of David Watson. The entire block was the property of the Watson-
Mosley family at one time.

The house was constructed by David Elijah Watson, son of Elijah David Watson
of Morth Carolina. The elder Watson came to Ashley County, Arkansas, by
wagon train in 1864. In 1865 he began a hardware business in Hamburg, which
is operating in the same location today. Elijah David Watson owned farm
land in the delta region of Ashley County, and in addition to his hardware
business, he maintained a "furnishing" business for local farmers.

David Watson married George Trezevant in 1896. They had two children, Norman
Trezevant and, Floie. Mrs. Watson was never a healthy person and died in

1910 in Phoenix, Arizona while suffering from tuberculosis. Duting her years
of residence in Hamburg, she was an active citizen in community affairs. Among
her activities, she drew the plans for the Presbyterian Church in Hamburg,
which is located only a block from the Watson House
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David Watson attended school at the Acadeﬁy in Hamburg and at Vanderbilt in
Nashville, Tennessee. He was on the Board of Directors of the Hamburg Bank,
was a member of the Chamber of Commerce, was on the Flood Administration
Board during World War I and was active in local political affairs. His

son, Trezevant Watson, attended the Military Academy in Sweetwater, Tennessee.

The present owner of the house is the grandson of David Watson. Norman
Trezevant Watson, Jr.,graduated from Hamburg High School, then joined the
Army ROTC. Lt. Col. Watson retired from the Army in 1975 and returned to
Hamburg where he operates the family hardware business. * :

The Ashley County Historical Society is aware of the historical significance
of the Watson House and hopes to obtain the structure and utilize it as‘an
Ashley County Museum. As a representation of a pioneer family in Ashley
County and as an architecturally important structure in the City of Hamburg,
the Watson House is an historically significant structure.
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PRESERVATION PROGRAM

Suite 500, Continental Building, Main and Markham
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 Telephone: (501) 371-2763

February 3, 1977

Mr. and Mrs. N. T. Watson, Jr.
300 North Cherry
Hamburg, Arkansas

Re: Watson House A :
Hamburg, Ashley County

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Watson:

The staff of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program is preparing a National
Register nomination for the Watson House which-will be presented to the Arkansas
State Review Committee at their March meeting. If approved, the nomination will
be submitted to the National Register office in Washington for final consideration.

The National Register of Historic Places is a 1isting of historic sites, buildings,
objects and districts from all across the country that are worthy of preservation.

Entry in the National Register is an honor which places no obligation on a private
owner. It does, however, provide protection through comment by the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation from federally financed, assisted or licensed
projects that might affect a National Register property.

On October 4, 1976, the President signed.a Tax Reform Act of which Section 2124
refers to tax incentives for historic properties. Enclosed you will find an
information sheet on that tax act.

If you have any questions concerning the program or.your property S nomlnatlon,
please contact Sandra Taylor of our staff.

Enclosed are two copies of this letter. Please complete the form below, sign
and return the original to our office. The copy is for your files.. We would
appreciate receiving any comments you might have concerning the nomination of
this property. If we do not hear from you within 30 days, your approval will
be assumed. :

Sincerely,
‘5 v 7B avres (oo Olarot

Barbara Woodard, Deputy Director

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program

I approve of the above prcperty being nominated L///////

to the National Register of Historic Places. Yes No ’
Comments:

Ha e L % Zf/w e Z/’f//f*;‘f-‘”jg -'

Date Signature

A DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS NATURAL & CULTURAL HERITAGE
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DuSCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORICGINAL ({F KNOWN) PAYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Watsen House, designed in the Neo-Classical Ravival style, was completed
in 1918. The two story structure is essentially squarw in plan with a one-
story rear projection (originally the kitchen). The house is sited on a
large, tree-shaded, corner lot. A two-story verandah shelters the two street
side elevations (south and wast elevations). The fenegtration of the front
or entry facade (west elevation) is symmetrically composed. The location of
window and door penetrations on 'other elevations are due to interior space
utilization.

The house is constructed of tan or buff brick. Window and door openings are
spanned by simple rectangular cast stone lintels. The wooden frame windows
are double hung with a large single paned lower sash and a smaller mualtiple
paned (vertical and diamond pattern) upper sash. The main entry door and the
door opening onte the second verandah level have glass sidelights and transoms.

The two-story wverandah is unique in that its eight large Ionic columns rise
their f£ull height, untouched by the second-story porch framing, to support
the verandah rouf which, in turn, supperts, by steel rods, the second story
verandah. 2

The maim rocf is hipped with two gabled projections occuring over the otherwise
flat varandah roof. These gable ends are stuccoed and decorated with semi-
circular fan hts. A Classic three-part entablature, with an extended
cornice end denticulated frieze, bands the house's entire roof/wall juncture,
gable ends, and second floor verandah floo structure. The upper verandah

has a simple wooden railing consisting of large capped newel posts, a rectan-
gular hand rail and square balusters,

The interior of the houte, remodeled circa )9¢€3, retains many of its original
decorative elements. Two massive Roman columns and a panelled beam visually
separate the entry hall/sitting rocm and parlor. Interior doors are paneled
and simply trimmed.
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Dawvid Watson attended school at the Academy in Hamburg and at Vanderbilt in : Ve
| . : B Nashville, Tennessee. He was on the Board of Directors of the Hamburg Bank, i %
‘ * S it was a member of the Chamber of Commerce, was on the Flood Administration ; :
SR 3 L Board during World War I and was active in local political affairs. His

son, Trezevant Watson, attended the Military Academy in Sweetwater,, Sennesaee.
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The prasent owner of the house is the grandson of David Watson. Norman
Trezevant Watson, Jr.,graduated from Hanourg High School, timw4oined the
Army ROTC. Lt. Col. Watscn retired from the Avmy in 1975 and relurned to

% £ Harburg where he operates the family hardware business.
-
s /,7' The Ashley County Historical Society is aware of the historical significance S
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b i Ashley County Masewa., As a representation of a pioneer family in Ashley
e County and as an architecturally important structure in the City of Hamburg, A A
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Watson House Ashley, Arkansas 77000242

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

_X_Nomination Form (Copies from state SHPO and microfiche

present)
____Photographs
____USGS Map




DU\Q‘\(&\'?

WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(“R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

77000242

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Watson House
st\(f‘\/ CO‘/ AR

Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due: >
Action: ___ACCEPT __12[28[77
[ resubmission ____RETURN
[J nomination by person or local government zti=REJECT
[J owner objection Federal Agency:
] appeal
Substantive Review: [ sample [J request (] appeal [J NR decision

Reviewer’s comments:

Recom./Criteria

Reviewer

Discipline

Date

see continuation sheet

technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? [ yes J no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

D excellent D deteriorated O unaltered D original site

[ good (] ruins [ attered ] moved date
D fair L—_I unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

[C] summary paragraph
[ completeness

[ clarity

[ alterations/integrity
(] dates

[] boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

[J summary paragraph

[ completeness

[ clarity

[ applicable criteria

[J justification of areas checked

[ relating significance to the resource
[J context

[ relationship of integrity to significance
[ justification of exception

[J other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
(] Maps

(] Photographs
[ other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone:

GPO 918-450

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

































Form No. 10-301
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH MAP

NAME

HISTORIC Watson House

AND/OR COMMON

LOCATION

cty.Town Hamburg —___VICINITY OF

county Ashley

sTaTe Arkansas

MAP REFERENCE

source U. S. Geological Survey

EY REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES
2. NORTH ARROW
3. UTM REFERENCES

INT: 2986« 75






