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1. Name or Property

NiStoric name Central House Hotei

other names/site number Bobel House; 'I'ne Boscobel Hotel

Z. bLoOcation

street & _number 1UUS Wisconsin Avenue N/A not_tor pubillication
City, town Boscopei N/A vicinity
sta wisconsi coae Wi county Grant coce (43 Z1p _code 23805

5. Classirication

Uwnership of Property Category of Property No. or Rresources within Property

_X_Dprivate _X_ buiiglnatls) contriputing noncontriputing

_____ Dupiic-iocal ____dgistrict . _____ builcings

_____ pubilc-State ___ Ssite . _____s1ites

____ public-reaerail ____ structure R ______ structures

. bpject — _____ objects

4 _y___ 'otat

Name ot reiateC muitiple Droperty L1sting: NO. Or contributing resources

previously iistea 1in the
N/A National Register N/A




4, RArate/kederal Agency CertitrlCATION

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966,

as amended, 1 nereby certify that this _X nomination ___request for determinatlon

of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Register of Historic Places ana meets the procedural and professional

requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 1n my opinion, the property X meets
does not meet the National Register criteria. __ See continuation sheet.

% ' o) |7 £
X ' [
blgnatureqy/ zé 2lna official bate
State His vation Otficer—-wi

State or beueral agency and bureau

ln my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register
criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature or commenting or other orficiai bate

State or kederal agency and bureau

5. Nationai Park Service Certification
1, hereby, certity that this property is:

/ _entered in the National Register. /2;7
See continuation sheet fé%Z'Zii{24L9( /64?77%f
/7

determined 211gipie ror the National
Kegistar, see continuation sneet

aeterminea nOot el1igible ror tne
National Keaglster.

removea rrom the Nationai Kegister.

otner, (expilaini)

signature or tne Keeper pate
b. kunctions or use
Historic kunctions current Functions
(enter categories trom instructions) (enter categories from instructions)

DUMESTIC/Hotel VACANT/NOT IN USE




1. Description :
Architectural Classitication Materials _
{enter categories from instructions) {enter categories trom instructions)

toundation Limestone

ltalianate walls Limestone
roof Asphalt
other Limestone
wood

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Central House hotel nas always been one of tne most important visual and
historic landmarks 1n downtown Boscobel. This excellent, nighly intact ltaiianate
style builaing was constructed in stages pbetween 1865 ana 1873 for Aadam Bobel, wnho
ownea the building and ran the hotel that occupied 1t tor many vears. Located in
the heart of the city of Boscobel's nistoric downtown, this twenty-room hotel
building is Boscopeli's largest and one of 1ts most intact nineteenth century
commercial buildings. The Central House 1s also Boscobel's bDest Known builaing
because of its status as the pirthpiace, in 1§98, of the internationally renowned
(Gideon Hible Society. ‘The Central House Hotel puiiding nas an "L" plan formed by a
smailler rectilinear plan twWo-STOIY rear wing that 1s attacnea at a right angle to a
larger rectiiinear pian three-story main bDloCKk wnose principal facade faces west
onto wisconsin Avenue, B0sCODel's mOSt 1mportant n1STOriC COmmerclal thoroughiare.
‘'ne notei measures approximately Bu-teet-wide X /U-ieet-aeep and 1t rests on Z4-inch-
thick wails constructed out or poth regular and irreguiar coursed rubblie limestone
that enclose a tuil basement story. ‘'ne exterior walls that rest on this roundation
are constructed out of cut Limestone DLOCKS Laia up in coursead ashlar tashion on the
main racade and UNCoursed 1rreqular asniar ploCKs on the other elevations, the walis
of the rirst two stories peing il¥-inches-tnick and those ot the thira story peing 1Z-
inches~thick. ‘'nese walls Terminate 1n Short STtone DAarapets that nlde tne very
gentiy SioOPIng roiied asbhalt-coverea roors that shelter the TWo Wings Or the

noteli. ¥rortunateiy, the Centrai House Hotel 1S ST1ll 1n Largely original condition
today, 1ts exterior 1n DAartiCuiar naving retainea most of its NistoriC appearance.

Tne city or Boscopel 1s iocated 1n Grant County on a tiat tiood plain that is part
0f the south banKk o0r the Wisconsin River. bBoscobel 1s iocatead approximately 5/8 ot
4 mlle southeast ot the river bank and tne Central House Hotel 1S one of the most
important resources in the downtown, wnich consists ot a tine collection ot
nineteentn Century and earlv twentieth century commerciai buildings that form both
the historic ana the present commercial core ot this small city.+ ‘he gowntown is
situatea on level land in the heart of the city and comprises the puilaings that
line potn sldes or a three-anc-a-nalr-pblock-long stretch (the 8UU, Y06U, 1000 & 110U
DloCKs) ot Wisconsin Avenue, wnich 1S BU-teet-wlde at this point. Historically,
Wisconsin Avenue has Deen the busiest, most important thorouahtare in Boscobel and
1t has always been linea with the Clty's major commercial establisnments. ‘'nese
buildings all have maln tacades that abut the concrete sidewalks ana curbs that iine
Wisconsin Avenue and the oniy greenery is provided by small trees that have recently
been piantea aiong the right-ot-way.< Most ot tne bulldings are representative
examples ot late nineteentn CEntury and eariy twentleth Century commercial
Vernacular torm gesign and are tacea in DricK, but the downtown aiso contains a

+ 'fne 1Y90 population or Boscobel was Z1Ub.
= H1STOric pnotos show that Tthese DIOCKS were Dlantec with trees oniy 1n the
late nineteenth century ancd 1n the rirst Years Or Thls one.

_X __ See continuation sheet
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tine, largely 1intact Neo-Ciassical Revival style liprary/clty hall and there are
also several trame construction Boomtown and Front Gable rorm buildings ana several
excellent stone-clad ltalianate style examples as well, of which the Central House
is the largest and tallest. ‘''nese pbuildings torm a 1ine ensemple that 1s
immeailately recognizaple as an hlstoric downtown and the Central House Hotel, which
is one or Onily two three-story historic commercial buliaings that tront onto
Wisconsin Avenue today, 1S the lLargest of these buiidings ana one of the most 1lntact

as well.

The Central House occupies the west halt ot one-and-a-nalf lots locateda on the west
end of a rectangular city block that 1s bounded by the north-south running wWisconsin
Avenue to the west, Uak Street to the north, Bluff Street to the south, and valley
Street to the east. The main tacade ot the Central House taces west and fronts on
Wisconsin Avenue whlle 1ts rear elevation races a gravel-surtaced service alley that
bisects the block and runs parallel to Wisconsin Avenue. A small, square, lawn at
the rear of the hotel fills the space that 1s created by the intersection ot the two
wings and this lawn is blsected by an east-west-running walkway that runs from the
main rear door ot the hotel Tto a gravel-topped parking lot that abuts the alleyway
and spans the width and depth ot the rear portion of the lots Delonging to the notel

property.
West-Facing Main Facade (See Attacnment A)

The aesign of the main tacade ot the hotel can besSt be UNASIrSToOG DY knowing
something ot now the buillding we see today evolved. 'ne earliest surviving part ot
the notel 1s the south portion, which was puilt 1n l¥6b, ana this was originally a
TWo-story cut stone-clad DLOCK measuring Z4-teet-wide X /U-feet-geep. ‘The west-
racing main tacade of thls DiOCK taced (and stiil taces) onto wisconsin Avenue and
most of its original agesign 1s believed to be still intact today. This consists of
a near rull-widtn cast iron rirst story storeiront and tour reguiarly spaced winaows
in the second story above. ‘I'ne rest or togay's tacaae was constructed in 1873, wnen
a 5b-toot-wide X sU-tooTL-ceep three-story blocK was attached To the originali block,
creating an "L" Dpian building. ThlsS was done in a manner that permits the west
tacade Or the new DLOCK Lo act as an extension ot the racade Ot the oridinal Dlock;
the TwWO racades Delng 1n the same plane. At the same time, The original DLOCK was
raised another story to give the entire west itacade ot the hotel a unitorm three-

STOry appearance.

Tne asymmetrical main tacace we see today thus represents the jolning together ot
the facaces ot both the originai and the later bloCKs. ''he portion that 1S the
original tacade ot the 186b DIOCK consists ot the tirst two stories of the right-
hand {(south) third ot the overall tacade. A Very fihe cast iron storefront that has
nad 1ts components somewnat rearranged OvVer Time oCCuples the tirst story. This
storefront 1s 1nserted into a nearly tull-width tiat-arched opening and it consists
0t four bays, the right-hanad three being egually wide while the ieft-hana one is
siightly less s0. ‘''nese bays are separated IIOm one another Dy TRree identical
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paneiled cast iron pilasters that each have pases and capitals and which together
support the massive stone lintel that spans the opening. The thira bpay trom the
right contains a recessed entrance aoor opening that has canted sides, each of which
consists ot a tall, narrow, three-light window unit that is placed above a panelied
wood bulilkhead. The flat-arched entrance door opening 1s surmounted by a four-light
transom while the door itselt 1s a modern wood one-light unit ot compatible desian.
To the Left of the door opening is a six-lignht display window that 1s plLaced above a
panelled wood bulkhead while to the rignt are two nine-light dispiay windows that
are also placed above panelled wood buikheads. All the Lights in the storefront are
held in place with thin wood muntins while the glazing units are of modern insulated

construction.?

Flanking the storefront on either side are massive dressed ashlar limestone quoins
that once delineated the outer edges Ot the original tacade. ‘These guoins are still
intact put the right-nand one now extenas upward a tull three stories to the
building cornice while the lett-hand one terminates miaway between the second and
thira stor:es, wnich 1s i1naicative ot the aagaition oi the third story in i873s.

I'he wall surrace above the storefront 1S Ciad 1n regularly coursed asniar limestone
and the second story 1s tour-bays-wide and each bay consists 0t a round-arched
wlnaow opening, the two left-nand openings being positioned siightly closer together
than tne two rignt-hana ones. Kkach ol Tnese Openings Nas a Massive cCut stone Sill
ang 1s surmountec DY a dressed stone round-arched head and a Keystone. ‘I'nese
openings are 0r equal S1Ze and they eacn contain their oriainal (lb85l) double hung
W0ooQ sash S1x-over-six 11ght wlnaows, the upper sash ot whlch aiso has a round-

arcnea heaa.*

When a tnird story was adaed to this tacade 1n 1873, the originai cornice of the
1865 piock was removed and its wall surface was extended upward to the new cornice
level. The new tnirad story was designeda so as to be laentical to the one below with
one exception; eacnh of the rour round-arched wWinaow openings of tnis story has both

A photo of the hotei 1n the collection or the State Historical Society ot
Wisconsin's Visual ana Sound Archives (WH1 (XZ8) 4.55-k, Place File) gated ca.l925
shows that the entrance was then in the second bay trom the rignt while the smaller
left-pand pay contalned a second entrance aoor that probably ied elther to an upper
story or to the basement story. ln adaition, the bulkheads under tne dispiay
windows then contained four panels rather than the three panels they have now.
Thus, 1t appears Llkely that today's storetront consists ot & superbly executed
reconstrucrion Or UNKnown Dut recent gate that utllized both the originai C€ast Lron
elements and the original desian along with modern glazing and renewea wooden
elements, wlth tne Storerront eiements being SLigntly rearrangea ror convenience
Sake. ''ne resulting reconstructlon 1S eXpertiy aone and 1S 1N excelient conaition.

“ ALl tnhe original Wl1nNaows 1n the hotei were repiacec wlth iaentical units
arter a aisastrous rire 1n L¥Yl guttea tne notel.
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a dressed stone surrouna and a dressed stone head. Otherwise, these openings are
identical with the ones below, even to the point ot repeating the sligntly staggered

spacing ot the l¥ob openings.

Ihe remaining two-thirds of the total :iendath 0f the twWo combined racages 1S made up
of the 5b-toot-wice west-facing tacade ot the i¥/3 block. Llmportant reatures of its
design were clearly insplred by the aesign ot tne Llseb block. The wall surtace ot
this facade 1is aiso constructea out Or regularly coursed ashiar lLimestone and 1ts
three-story-tali lert (northwest) corner is geiineatea With The Ssame massive dressea
asnhlar iimestone guoln blocks that deliheate the south corner ot the tacade. Yhe
1813 tacaae 1s six-bays-wide and the rirst, second, tourth, ti1tth, ana sixth bays
trom the lert each contaln a silngle segmental-archea window opening. krach of these
openings teatures a massive cut stone sil), a dressed stone Surround, ang a dressea
stone nead, but the heaas (the only ones on this facaae) 4o not nave Keystones.
These openings are all ot equal size anc they each contaln their original (1881)
double hung wood sash s1x-over-slx lLight winaows, tne upper sash of which has a
segmental-archea neaa. The third bay trom the iett contains the main entrance to
the hotei. This segmental-arcned opening is outliinea in dressed stone and it is
wider than the window Openlngs that flank 1t on both siaes. ''he opening contalns a
pair ot recessed modern tlat-arched one-Light varnished wood frame doors that are
reached by ascenaing a single stone step. “Tne jambs of the opening are panelied
with wood and a segmental-archea tweive-:1ght transom iS placed above the 4aoors.”

The six-bay-wide secona story ot the L¥7s racade repeats the renestration pattern ot
the first storv. Here, tnhough, the entrance Opening in the tnirad bay from the left
1s replacead by a silghtly less wlcde three-centerea arch opening tnat contains an
arcned two-11gnt transom placea apove a recessed palr OL one-light riat-arched
casement 4o00Xs that open onto a shallow balcony that otters some bprotection tor the
main entrance below. Tne aeck of tnhis balcony 1s made out Or wood and 1t spans the
widtn or tne opening ana extends as rar as the oOuter 2ades OI TNe WiNnooOw Openinas on
either side. A notable Ifeature Ot the baicony 1S the elaborate cast iron balustrage
that eages 1t, wnhlich 1S supported Dy three eiabporate cast 1I0n anale pracrkets. All
this metal WOrk (1t 1s belleved) gate TO the l¥8l remodeling ot the puiiding.®

'he second StOIy's tlve remalning bays each contalh a S1Ngle Iround-arcned window
opening. kach ot these oDen1ngs 1S egual In Size anag they each feature a massive
cut stone sill, a dressed stone surround, ana a aressed stone head that nas a
Keystone. ‘fnese openings ailso each contaln tnelr originat (Ll¥sl) double nung wood
sash s1x-over-six L1ght winaows, tne upper sash Of whlch nas a round-arched head.

® At elther sicde 0t the entrance 1s a cast lron L1on's heaa light rixture that
nas a sphericali, rippea, M1iK-glass giope. These rixTtures are not shown in the
ca.lyZ2> pnoto, nowever, ana tnelr date ot installation 1s unknown.

® This same palcony 1S shown on all the ex1isting historic photos ot the hotel.
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lgentical window openings and windows fiil each ot the S1X Days 1ln the third story
ot the 1873 tacade as well and the entire combined tacade is now crowned with a
plain parapet wall that has reputedly peen covered with gray aspestos cement panels
topped with wooa coping.” 1in addition, a stone plague bearing tne name "A. Bobel"
is stiil located just below the cornice between the tourth and titth bays from the
lefr.

South-Facing Side Elevation (See Attachment B)

The Tu-toot-long soutn-tacing elevation Of tne hotel consists ot the two-story south
elevatlon of the 1865 plock, across a portion of wnose west end a sU-toot-wide tnird
story was aadec in 1§73. This elevation 1S separated trom the tront-gabled two-
story trame store building nexXxt door at LlUlY Wisconsin Avenue Dy & very Narrow
alleyway tnat 1s mostly tillled Dy an exterior wooaen staircase That ascenas trom
Wisconsin Avenue to the second story of lulY. Sanborn-Perris maps show that this
smaller buiiding predates lbd4, and it may in tact be nearily as old as the 1l8bo
Dilock ot tne notel. 1t thls 1S SO 1t may expiain wny the south elevation of the
notel 1s pracrically WlnCoowless and has ONLy One Opening DeLow the secona StOrv.

The corners or this elevation are delineatet DYy massive CUut STtohe guolns ana tne
wall surtace 1n between :s Clad 1N llmestone rubbie TRAT 1S NOW largely obscurea by
iater Tuckpolnting material. 'I'he elevatlion 1S asymmetrlcal 1in ces:gn and is tive-
pays-wige. ‘'ne tlirst tnree leirt-nand bavs 3re eacn three-stories-tall and tne r1rst
and second bays Irom the right each contain just & single winaow opening located 1in
the third Story oI each pay. ‘'nese tiat-archec ODenings each have a aressea stone
S1il &Nna & massive Aressec stone lintel and potn openlngs are rliled wWith tneir
priginal aouble hung wood sash S1X-0Over-s1xX 11ght wingows. ‘'ne thirda pay Irom the
ieft Contalns laentical WiNCOW Openinds anc windows in both 1ts second ana third
5tories and tnis tnree-story part ot tne eievation 1s CIOWNea DY & Si0Dlng parapet
wall ana py & singie thln Drick chimney stack.

The remaining (east) portion Ot thls elevation 1s two-stories-tall and the tourth
pay from the lert contalns a single window opening or the type described above 1n
its second sSTory. ‘'ne r1iTh Day trom tne lert has lcentical Winaow Openings 1n DoOTh
1ts tirst ana second stories, althougn a Ttwo-root-in-diameter metai vent pipe trom
the tirst story kitchen extends upward rrom the upper nalt of the tirst story window
IOr several reet. ‘I'me remaining portion or tnls elevation has No openings in elither
story and this two-story part ot the total elevation 1s &l50 Crowned by a s.Loping
parapet wail and by two thln Drick chimney stacks.

“ ‘'nis racade was origilnally crowned with an eiaborately paneilea ana bracketea
wWo0d cornlce that reatured thirteen palrs Or Drackels separating twelve panels. ‘I'ne
asTte O:r The removal OI This Ieature 1S NOT KNOown DUT 1t propaply happenec arter
World war Ll. It appears 1in the ca.lY25 pnoto mentioned in rootnote No. £.
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East-Facing Rear Elevation {see Attacnment C)

The design of this complex asymmetrical elevation can also be best understood by
understanding tne evolutlion Or the buliaing as & whole. The adaition ot the tnree-
story 1873 block to the i¥bb block ana the aadition 0I & tnird story over the west
end of the older block created an "L"-pian pbuiiding whose rear elevation, wnen
viewed trom the east, nas the appearance 0t a continuous three-story maln DioCK
oriented parallel witn Wisconsin Avenue to whose lett (south) end 1s attached (at a
right anale) a projecting Ttwo-STOIXYy Wi1ng (the surviving rear perticn 0t the original
1865 block}. However, when the 1¥/3 DLOCK was constructed, another sligntly lower
TWOo-sStory rectiiinear pilan 4U-root-aeep x sU-1oot-wice adaition was attachea across
the entire nNOrth wail or tne l¥bb DLOCK (the portion Of thls wall that remained
visible atter tne 1¥735 DLOCK was Constructec) to provide tor a new notel kitchen
(rirst story) anag bDedrooms tor tne hotel statt (second story). ‘''nls resulted in a
TwWo-part rear wing measuring b4-reet-wlde Dy 4U-teetr-deep that 1s a combination of
The taller l¥b> block TtO the lert (soutn) and the shorter t¥/3 kitchen adaition to
the right (north). For purposes of convenience, these three elements will pe called
the i¥b> DLOCK, the L8/3 kitchen aadition, ana tne 1873 nhotei DILOCK, ana each Ot
these elevations 1S aescribed separately in the rollowing paragraphs.

1865 Hiock

Tne northeast and southeast corners ot the east-tacing elevation of tne 1865 plock
are both dellneated by CUT stone guolns and the wall suriace 1S clad with smali
asnhiar lLimestone DLOCKS lald 1ln rougn courses that are of aAalitering height. 'Ihis
elevation 1S three-bpays-wlde and while the or:ginal usage of the three tlat-arched
Iirst Story openings that plerce the walli surtace 1s somewnat conjectural, all three
(they are not unitorm 1n height) sStiil retain their original massive Qressea stone
lintels. ‘The lert-nana bay oOf Tthis Story cContains a ¢oo0r opening that is now tilied
wlth a modern sSoiid door and & transom apove that 1S now tilled with wooden
ventilator slats. The miadie bay CoOnsists Or a sSeconhd, sligntly less tall goor
opening that Ccontalns a modern TwWo-11gnt doOr with & small transom above, and tne
rignt-nang bay contains an original Window opening that has & rock-faced stone si1li
and tnat 15 now partially tilied with a later rixed nine-iight wood sash wWindow that
nas a smail Soild panei I1illing the Tems1Ning sSpace above 1t.

fhe secona story or tnis elevation contains Two rlat-arched Winaow Openings tnat
tlank a centered riat-arched door opening, all three ot which als0 have massive Cut
stone lintelS. HBOLh Wlndow openings contain S1xX-0ver-six 11ght double hunc wood
sash while the Qoor opening CONtalns a si¥-i110nT wood QOOI That Opens onto a smail
balcony that 1s & part ot a metal tire escape tnhat Iruns Qlagonaliy across the race
0f the elevation. ‘''ne elevation 1is terminated DY The sS11antly DroJectring eave or
1TS gentiy sioplng roox.
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1873 Kitchen Addition

The nortneast Corner or tnhe east-iacing eievatlion ot the L1873 Kitchen adaition 18
also deillneatea by a cut stohe gquoin ana the wall surrace ot this eievation (wnich
lies in the same plane as that ot the attachea L$bb blocKk) 1s also clad with small
ashlar iimestone blocks laid in rough courses ot diftering neight. ‘Thils elevation
iS two teet shorter than the l¥6b elevation and it is two-bays-wiae ana is
symmetrical 1n design. kach ot these bays contains a flat-arched window opening 1n
both its tirst anda second stories and all tour were originally identical in size and
featured a massive dressed stone lintel and a dressed stone sill. ‘The two second
Story openings are STtilii totally intact anc they each contaln a tnree-over-one light
doubie hung wood sash winaow. ''he rirst story opening in the left-nand bay,
nowever, now contains & tixed nine-light wood sash winaow whiie tne right-hand
opening nas Deen MOST.LY DloCKed W1lth stone and has a winaow-type air conditioning
unit in its upper portion. The elevation 1S crowned by a simple parapet wall that
1s surmounted wlth roughly cut stone coping.

1873 Hotel Hlock

The entire wall surrace oI tR1S eievation 1S Clag witn smail ashlar limestone blocks
iaid in rougn courses OI CQIfIering N2:gnt and The TCNIEe-STOIy-tail nOrtheast corner
1s gecoratec withl stone Quclns. ‘'Pne opposite (southeast) cCorner or the thilra STOry
{the portion above the 18b5 DLOCK) 1S aiso delineated DY cCut STOnRE guUOLNS ang the
thirg Sstory wail surrace above Tne 0iQeI DIOCK 1S three-pays-wice ana leatures a
rlat-arcnec winaow Opening that contains a sSlx-over-one 1ignt winaow to tne lert, a
second ODening OI egual wictn in the center that contains an oig exit deor, ana a
smaller riat-arcned wlnaow opening to the right.® Both or the secoend and third
STories OI the Iemaining (NoItnj pPoOrtion O thlS €.levatlon aIe S1X-DAaysS-wiGe anc the
IIISt STOry would De as well 1I the waii Surrace where 1ts CWO lert-nana bpays shoulid
be nac not been covered Dy the lb/3 aacition. ‘I'ne second bay trom the lett oi the
IiYST STOry's rour bays CCNtalns tne princibal rear entrance to the hotel. This
rlat-archec opening 1s rilied with an cicer but not originai tour-l1ight over one-
panel wood dQoor that 1S surmounted DY & one-ilght transom. ''o the right or tnis
aoor are two talli rlat-arched window openings and to the lett 0or the door 1s another
one, eacn Or wnlcn nas a heavy cressed stone lintel (as aoes the door opening) ana a
dressed stone slil. 7These wWinaow Openings each contalh an original (i88l) six-over-
Six llght wood sash double hung wWindow as 4o the identical wlndow openings in the
second and third sStoriles above.® ‘fne entire third story 1S crownea by the over-

Wil

and the first story, tour. The dltrerence 1s caused by tne placement ot the wlngs

at the lert ena or the elevation.

® ‘'ne On.Ly eXCepTlONs are tne TWO WINCOW openings 1n tiie second Story above the
1873 plock, wnicn, althougn airficult to see rrom the ground, appear to be less talil
and may be riiled wlth TwWO-OVEI-TWOC 110Nt W1N4dows.

“ I'ne TH1rg sTory Orf this eilevation 1S nine-pays-wide, tne second story 1s Six,
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hanging eave ot the east-sioping main roof, which has an older metal rain gutter
placed in tront ot the originai box gutter.

North-Facing Side Elevation (See Attachment D)

the combined length oi the 7U-tooT-1l0ng nortn-tacing siae elevation ot the hotel
consists Or the two-story 4U-toOt-wide north elevatlon ot the i¥/3 Kltchen adalition
and the three-story sU-ifoot-wide north ena ot the 1873 hotel block. ‘fhe north
elevation Or tne 1873 notel DiIOCK nas edges delineatec DY three-story cCut stone
guoins and a wall surrace that 1S entirely cliaqa with small ashlar limestone blocks
laia in rougn courses ot dltrering height. ‘he only Opening 1lh thls elevation is a
singie flat-arched winaow Opening centered on the thira Story. ‘fnis opening
contains a single one-over-one 11gnTt wood Sasnh double hung wlnadow and it appears to
be or a iater cate than the notel’'s Other OPenings and was probably placed wnere it
1s 1n order to provide light to a hallway. 'Thls three-story part ot the total nortn-
tacing side eievatlon 1S Crowned DY a sloping parapet wali and by a single thin
brick cnimney stack. ‘loagay, the rirst story oOf the north eievation or the 18/3
DLlOCK 1S hiaaen 1rom view DY the aajacent one-story Barnett & Barnett ottice
buiiging at iUUl wisconsin Avenue, builtT ca.l¥Ye>. Historic photos, thougn, show
that ror nearivy all ot tne nineteenth century, both the tirst and secona stories
were covered DY a TWO-STOrYy trame store buliidlng that was asemoilisned eariy in this
Century, wnich may explain Why the r1rst two Stories have no openings.

‘'ne nortn elevation 0f the TWo-story-tait L8/3 kitchen aaaition is asymmetrical in
gesign, rour-pays-wide, nhas a west edge That 1S cellneatea with daressed stone
guoins, and a wall surrace that 1s claad 1n small, rougniy aressea ashiar limestone
blocks laiad in courses ot varving height. ‘'ne second pay from tne right oir the
first story's rour bays contains the principal outside entrance to the Kitchen
aadition. ‘I'nis riat-arched oOpening has a masslve dressed stone lintel and it
contains an oider but not original woad door. ‘o the ieft (east) ot this aoor are
two fiat-arcnea winaow openings and To the right of tne aoor is another one, each ot
wnich nas a heavy aressea stone linte! and a dressec stone (right) oI rougn 5Tone
sill (tne two lert openings). ‘These WiNCOW ODenings eacn contain a tater nine-lignt
wood sash window tnat does not guite rill the upper Dorticn Or the opening.

‘'he rour-pay-wige Second Story reatuIes smailer riat-8IChed WINOOW CDEeninas apove
€ach ot the three I[1IST SLOIY WiNCOW 0ODeNnings. ‘I'nese Openinds eacn have a dressea
cut stone sill ang a Qresseq cut stone tintel, put thnelr original sash have Deen
replacec with three-over-one light wood sash double nung winaows in the lert-hand
bay, tne seconc Opening IIOm the ieIl have Deen tiileC wiin wooG DOAICS, &na tne
0pEening in the rignt-nand pay noOw Contain modern one-over-one tight metal sash
doubie hung winaows. ‘‘he Seconc Day trem the rignt (The one apove the I1YSt Story
entrance Qoor) now Contains an obiohd cpenlng Tnat CONT&LNS @ DALY Of Smaller modern
one-over-one Lignt mMetal sash gouble Nuna windows, DUl neitier these Or Tne opening
itselt 1s original. ‘Tne elevation 1S Crownec with tne overhanging eave Or the nortnh-
sloping roof TN3Tt SNELITEIS The DiocK.



NPS rorm LtU-YUua
(Rev. bB-8b}
W1lsCONsin wWorg Yrocessor rormat

Approvea 2/81

Unitea States Uepartment 9r tTae inTerlor
National rark service

NATIONAL REGISWER UF HISTURLIC FLACKY
CONTINUATLION SHupT

Central House Hotsl, BO’CJDEL, Urant <ounty, wiscons:in
Section number !

‘o
X

Interior (sSee. Attacnments & - H!

& constructeg over a ruli-fielgnt pasement STOrY witn the

ALl DOIrTiONs Or tThe notel 2
excaeprion Or the isid Kitcnhen aaaition.!” rne pasement 1s unrinisnea ana 1S currenciy

De1ng used oI sStoradge.  ine DErIMETEr Walls O0I Thne Ll¥bl DLiOCK 2ana The L8is notel
DiOCK &are Or rupnie LIMEeSTtone and are Twenty-rour-1incnes tnilck. in 3aadiTion, a
IMer nortn Derimecter wall gr tne l¥ed DLIOCK, 1S a.ls0 sSTiid

=

similar waitl, the 190

InTact 2N 15 2I SImllar CSonscrucTion.
‘'ne pasement 1s accesseq via an open sSTalrcase 1ln the éexrtreme soutneast corner
0f Tne puilaing (bDening the (current| Kltcnen). An acgd:tlionat ceplar-styi=
STair L€ags airectly rfrom The €XT2rlQr rear vard down inte The Dasement. ‘'fne
£i0Qr 3JO01StTS 3are Cieartly visirbie. ''fe Qr:iginal NOT2:i Zir3T [i00r ithe 1¥/s
DLOCK i 1S DUlLT UDOR £"Xis" ILOOX JCLSTS TNat ruh 233T-wWeST eXTEenclng from tne
€3ST ana west rOUNGaTion wWalls TO & Singls maln beam running nertn-soutn. Tne
beam 1S Constructed O0rI IOUI l&mMiNatec IiQ0Cr J01STS ancC 1S Supported Hy tae
Norcti and soutfl IoUNCaTion walls a8s wWeil as IfOUXr neavy TIMDEr Dearindg poOsts.

apparentiy TO SubpoOrt tne maln stalrway construction. I'Wwo supbDiementary
mecnanical Jacks have Deen aaaeq IOr adClTiONE&L DE&ring sSuDDOXT Or Tihe netel's

Iront entry rioor. !}

A palr Or seconaarv peams ana DOStS run per D nocicular to the main glrcer,

#100IS TNIQUQROUT are OIL DoUIed CONCIeTe OVEer & mud Dase a3nc abDe&r TO nave Deen
poureq at glrrerent Times. 'nere 1s 3LlsCc & iaTer Lo0m COoNSTIUCT2C wlith Cconcretc
DIOCK wWailis Tnat 13 Centarsec 1n LNe dasement STOry and wnifnh nouses tnhe 01C DOllier
Iocm Or tne notai.

1l House sT1lL rerieCcts tne 3aditive Drocess DY which

I'he r1rst sTOorv or the ¢ 3

T Story of the 1l¥8b2> DLlOCK was originaily a simple
1

I

e
the buildlng grew. ‘'Ihe r:
UNQ1lfIS¥2nTlaTaC SpaCe oc
1n L8/3, The rront por
rear nortlon was Dparti

ea DY & saioon, DUT atter Tne nOte.l aCQiTiON was DULLT
TNlS Space was ramedeiec as a reTali 3tore ana the
0t:r as Boscobel's DOST 0Orrice. EY LlsYs, NOwever, The
2Q the entire space ang thls usadge nas cnaracterized this
L LOry ever since, aitnougn the hotel Kitchen and 1ts pantry
were movea 1NtO The rear DOrtlon OrI Tne sSDace when thne restaurant was reduced 1n

S1Ze 1n recent vears.

11

11873 kitchen is two-stories

11 4uppard, Nancy et ai. "BoscoDel HOTei A1sTOr:ic ¥tructure xeport ana
Measureda Vrawlngs." Milwaukee: URlversity Ot Wlsconsln-Milwaukee, SCnool Or
Architecture and Urpan Planning, l¥%3, p. 4o. Unpubllshed Mss. preparead DY Arcn.
6bU Class, Historic Preservatlon Design Studio under the direction ot Prot,
Huppard. ‘fhis ritTy-two page Qocument describes the hotel 1n great getail and
shoulq pe consiaered the autnoritative source of 1nformation regaraing tne hotel's
physicai state as or lYYs. ‘he cellar-style aoor 1S positionea Jjust to the right oI
the main rear entrance door on the east elevation ot the bullding.



. NPS Form 10-3U0a

(Rev. B-86)
wisconsin wora Processor rormat

Approved 2/47

Uniteda States bepartment ot The lnterior
National Park service

NATIONAL REGLSTER OF HISTURLIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET :

Central House Hotel, Boscobei, Grant County, Wisconsin
Section number 7 pPage )

In 1873, the hotel block and its associated kitchen addltion were added across tne
whole north wall ot the 1865 block. The titty-toot-iong x thirty-toot-wide three-
story hotel block still retains its historic tirst story tioor plan, which is
divided into two main rooms, one to the north and one to the south, that are
separated by a full-width entrance/stairnhall that spans the depth ot the block from
east to west. ‘'here 1s also a rear hall to the east ot the south room that connects
the space in the 1865 block with the stairhall. When the hotel block and its
agdition were tirst built, Sanborn-Perris rire lnsurance maps show that the north
room was used as an oftice, the south room was used as the notel restaurant, and the
kitchen occupiled the tirst story space in the addition behind. By 1l89Z, however,
the north room was 1ln use as the notel Lobby (also sometimes called the parlior), the
south room had become the hotel ottlce, anad the restaurant occupied whole or the
i8b> Diock. 'T'his arrangement persisted for manv vears, but eventually, the oftice
was moved trom the south room 1nto the north room, where it shared space with the
parior, and the south room became a saloon.*< More recently, the restaurant kitcnen
was moved to the east end or the 1865 block and the original kitchen space was then

converted 1into a pbanguet room.

Tne tlrst story's main stairnhall 1S a rectilinear space that 1s ls-teet-tail and 3U-
feet-geep and 1ts principal entrance 1S placed 1n the Wasnington Avenue end or the
room. ‘Ihe tlooring here 1s constructed ot alternatind s-inch-wide maple and walnut
poaras that run trom east TO west and the walls ana celling are plastered. ‘taill,
posSs1biy original paseboards rilm the base OL the waliis and 3 aecorative plaster
moiding that teatures & rich tloral pattern that 1S periodically accenteda by a
raised rosette decoration encircles the edaes or the ceiiing.*? ‘I'he principal
teature or the hall is tne hotel's original three-story cogleg main staircase, which
nas a massive panelied octagonal newel post located at the pbase ot the stair, turned
balusters, and a molded wood handrail. A partition wall spans the rear of thne
stairnall behind the stalrcase and contains a tour—-light wood door that opens 1into
the rear hall. The other main teatures of the entrance hall are two large door
openinas on the north ana south walls. ‘hese 1dentical openinas tace each other and
proviae the principal access 1nto the north and south rooms. kach obening contailns
a palr or one-.iignt riat-arcned wood 4dUOrs that are trianked Dy tnin slaellghts ana
crownea with a round-arched transom that now contalins beautlirully executed mogern
stained gilass that has been i1nstalied wilthin the last vear.

'ne thirty-toot-deep thirteen-root-talli rectiiinear pian north room also spans the
width or the block ana 1t 15 L1t DV four windows, Two Delng piaced on the east wall

+< Sanborn-bPerris Map Co. Fire lnsurance Maps OI Beoscobel, wWisconsin. New
York: Hanborn-berris Map (o., 1584, 18397, L¥YY, 1904, LYl¥, 2na 19/,

+< I'neseé molaings are not 0riginal to the Central rHouse hotel. They were
purchaseg when the 5T0Qaard Hete: in L@ Crosse (DUlll Ca.lJyU3) was daemolishea in
1y¥8z, anc 1nstallea in the Centrai House Later 1n the decage. See: La (Crosse
‘ripune, January i/, 1Yl Ior the iast days Ot the Stoddard Hotel.
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facing two more on the west wall. ‘'I'hese wilndow openings are eighteen-inches-deep
and have panelied wood sides. ‘I'he 1loor in this IOOmM 1S also constructed ot
alternating J-inch-wide mapile and walnut boards that here run ftrom north to south,
the walls and cei1ling are plastered, tall, possibiy original baseboards rim the base
of the walls, ang more ot the decorative Dlaster molding that was taken trom the
stoaaard Hotel in La Crosse encilrcies tne eages Of thls celling as well. A simple
but elegant modern marble-tacea rireplace is centered on the north wall ot the room
ana the room's east ena 1s dominated Dy & 3w»-toot-tall wood counter that spans
aimost the entlre width ot the room. 'I'hls counter, while not as old as the hotel,
1s still thought to be original to the building, and 1ts north end 1s attached to
the north wall and 1ts south end 1s curved. behind the desk and inset 1nto the
north wall ot the room 1S the hotel's original 1ron wail sate, which stili has the
name "Central House" stenclled on 1T 1n gola palnt. A finisning touch 1s provided
by an eiegant multi-branch brass chanaelier that nangs rrom the center ot the room's
ceiling, this chandeller belng a modern reproduction ot an eighteenth century

originail.

‘'ne nearly square plan south room 1is the most completely altered ot the hotel's
original public rooms. ‘The tloor 1n thls room 1S constructed Ot alternating 3-inch-
wide mapile anc¢ walnut boards that run trom north to south and the walls and ceiling
are plastered. Here, though, the original walls are nearly completely covered by
§./o-root-tali wW0o0OG panelillng that probabiy cates irom the miG-twentieth century,
and take boxed Deams CrosS the Celilng. UCCUDY1Ng nearly nait the room 1s a large
cloveriear-shaped tate Art Moderne style Dar that 1s attached to the east wall. The
base of this wooden bar 1S covered 1h a wood veneer and a portiocn ot the par’s
countertop litts up te allow the partencers access TO the inner portion, where a
central 1siand that 1s aiso attached to tne room's east wail bears the cash

register.

'nere are two dOOrS 1n thne east wali OI The south room and both open into the
rectliinear Dian rear hall, which runs Denina the entlre east ena ot the south

IOOM. ‘IS thiYteen-io00l-tall Nhaiiway Nas an unvarnished wood L100Or made up ot wide
board anc 1t has plaster wa:ils ang a plaster ceilind. ‘he base Ot these walils is
rimmed wilh tail, Simple DasepOAIcS, anc more Of the Stocaard Hotel's decorative
piaster moidilng edges the Celllng. A COOI ODening at the north end ot this hallway
opens 1nto the rear or the main stalrhall and & second door opening at the SOuth end
opens into thne iarge room tnat OCCuples MOST ot the flrst story of the 1¥b5 block.

More than halt ot the space thal was Originally tne :t1rst story Ot the 1865 block 1s
now given over to a room that untlli recently servea as the notel's restaurant. This
Very pialn room has an unvarnished board tioor, Diaster walls whose lowest portion
1s covered by three-toot-tall wood walnscot (thls 1S not original to the room), and
a plaster celilng. ''nere are no decorative moildings attixed to the ceiling of this
room nor 1s there any other type 0t ornamentation. The west wall ot this room is
qiven over almost entireiy 10 the €ast 1rIon storetront described earlier and the
Windows 1in this wall proviges most Of the room's natural liaht.
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Tne second story ot the notel 1S accessed by the main stalrs and 1T CONsSists 0L an
"L"-shapet cOrridor whose iongest DOrTlion runs north-south above the 1573 piock and
wnose shorter portion runs east-west above the L8b5 biocK. At the juncture where
tnese portions meet, the walls curve rather than come to a corner and a now disused
telepnone niche 1s set into the curved portion of the wall. The floors ot these
corridors are constructed out ot unvarnished wiae wooden boards and most of the
corridor's wall and celiing surtaces are plastered. Guest rooms and bathrooms are
located along both sides of the corridors, those on the west sice averltooking
Wisconsln Avenue. All or these rooms have now been altered, some considerably, the
oniy one that 1S in Sometning like its original state being the (ideon Room, which
occuples the southwest corner of thne floor. ‘'ne originali wood rlilooring and the
baseboaras ot this room are still intact ana a cast 1ron raciater is positioned on
the south wall. '‘ne room also contains a simple cnair rali and 1ts two round-arched
winaow ODenlngs are eniramed with broad tlat-arched surrounds as welill, put it 1is not
certain that thesge last two teatures are original. A large commemorative glass
plague tnat is arrixea to tne south wall or this room has text paintec on it that
commemorates the meetfing nere that resultec 1n the tormation or tne (ideon Bible
society in 1898 !see Section &j.

‘'he thira story ot the hotei 1S also accessed by the maln stairs and it consists ot
8 Ccorridacr that runs north-south above tne ls/3 DiOCK. Here TOO, Quast rooms
(twelve} llne The COrrigcor Dut DOLHh Tne COrridor and the rOOmS nave now Deen
Stripped ot all or thelr oridginal fteatures.

Condition

‘'he exterior of the Central House 1S Stilll 1n surprisingly original condition today
considering the buiilaing's ade and history, and most ot 1ts lmportant historic
teatures are stlil i1ntact. As noted earlier, nearly all ot the hotel's original
l¥81i windows are stiil intact, most notably, the ones on both the east and west
elevations Ot tnhe 1873 hotel DbloCK, and these contribute greatly to the retention ot
Ttne hotel's original appearance. ''he most signiricant aiteration to the exterior
nas been the removal ot the tall wooden cornice that once crowned the main facade,
ailthough tne existence of many good hlstoriCc photographs ot the hotel woulad enable
this reature to be restored witTh consiaerapie accuracy.

The 1nterior of the hotel has suftered more from age and subseguent aiterations tnan
the exterior. 'hls process started 1n 1881, when a major tire gutted the buliding
and lert only a few of tne structural timbers intact. The subseguent rebuiliding ot
the interior may have resuited in some changes to the original trloor plan, but the
general disposition 0t the most important of the Originai rirst story rooms that
resulted rrom TNR1S rebullCing 1S Delieved TC De sStiil iargely intact.™ this STOILY 1S

% Sucn reatures Or tne historic 1Nterior Ot thne buliqing as are stiil 1ntacet
Ggate rrom this tTime.
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also in the best condition ot the four today since the 1Y80s restoration eftfort
tocused primarily on this story. But, while many ot the original features ot this
story have survived, the numerous alterations described earlier have somewhat
compromised 1its integrity. *The upper tioors, however, are in much worse condition,
both structuraily and aesthetically. Many of the original rooms have been altered,
new rooms nave been created, new door openings have been opened in many ot the
walls, pathrooms have been added, and much of the original tixtures and trim have
been lost. 1n addition, general deterioration and water damage 1s evident

tnroughout these stories.

Keversing these probiems will reguire a major restoration etfort ana 1t is this
tuture efrort that the writing ot this nomination 1is 1ntended to aid.
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4, Statement or Signirlcance
Certifying ofticial has considered the significance ot this property in reiation to

other properties: X__hationalily ______8tatewlae __ __locally
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Criteria Consigerations (Exceptions) A B C U B I3 G

Areas of Signiticance
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Cultural Aifriiiation
N/A

significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A unknown

State signiticance Ot property, ana Jjustlty criteria, criteria considerations, and
areas and periods of signiticance noted above.

The Central House Hotel 1s being nominated to tne National Register of Historic
Piaces (NKRHP) under National Register (NKj criteria A and C. More specitically, it
is belng nominated because of 1ts assoclations with the significance areas ot
Commerce and Architecture, both oif which are themes identitied in the State ot
Wisconsin's Cultural Resource Management Plan (CRMP)}, and also because o0t 1ts
association with tne signliiicance area 0L Social History. Research initially
centered on the ltalianate subsection ot The Architectural Stvies section of the
Architecture Study unit ot the CRMP.*” ‘I'he results oif this research shows that the
Central House 1S localliy signiricant under NR criterion C as a tine and unusually
intact italianate styie notel buliiding. 'The coriginal portion ot tne Hotel was
constructed tor Adam Bobel 1n i3bb, to house a saloon. 1In 1873, however, bLobel
adaea a three-sTOry notei aadltion and K1tchen wing to Tthe original building,
creating the ZU-room pulliding that 1S the subjeCt ot this nomination. ‘'he size and
three-story neignt ot thls bulliding maae 1t the largest commercial building in
Boscobel aquring the nineteenth century and 1t continues to be &n lmportant visual
iandmark in the community today.

+2 ‘The period ot signiticance itor architecture spans the vears trom the gate ot
construction of the oldest portion in 1¥bb5, throuah 1873, when the construction ot
the hotel aadition gave the buiiding 1ts present torm.

= This aate (LBBl) marks the year 1n which a major fire destroyed the entire
interior ot the nhotel, leaving the exterlor walls lntact put iittie else. ‘The
interior ot the notel was then rebullt within the same vear.

+7 The perioa of signifticance tor Commerce spans the years during which the
Central House was operated as Boscobel's premier hotel. 'he hotel operatlion began
in 1873 and the year lY4b5 retliects the date mandated by the NPS's 5U year rule.

+¥ This 15 the year in which a meeting between two mMen who were guests at the
hotel resulted in the tounding of the Gideon Bible Society, whose donatec bibles are
now to be round inh hotel rooms and other piaces around the worid.

+= Wyatt, Barbara (kd.). (ulturai kesource mManadement 1in Wlsconsin. Madlson:
State Historic Preservation bivision, State Historical Societyv ot wisconsin, 1Y8b.
Vol. Z, p. Z-b (Architecturej.

X See continuation sheet
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The Central House is also ot local significance under NR criterion A because 1t has
historically ‘peen the largest, the best known, and the most important oi the hotels
built in Boscobel before Woria War 1l ana 1t is thus the culmination and the only
intact surviving example ot a commercial theme that has been signiticant in
Boscobel's historic past. ‘fhe Central House hotel is also believed to be of
national signitlcance under NR criterion A 1n the area or Soclal History as well,
because ot 1ts having been the birthplace 1in l¥Y¥ or the Gideons lnternational
Society, which, since 1ts tounding, has distriputed nunareds of millions ot free
Bibles ror placement 1in hotel rooms around the worid, becoming an American icon in
the process.

Historic Context

Li1ke so many ot Wisconsin's earlier communities, Boscobel owes 1itSs existence to
Droximity toOo a river, 1in thils case, the wisconsin River. ‘I'ne tirst Euro-American
settler in the Boscobel area was Thomas Sancers, who came trom Galena, lllinols, 1n
1846, ana iivea 1n a hut located on what 1s now Block b ot the original piat.
Sanders was soon therearter joined by & man named Wood and together they salvaged
logs and ratted them down river. OUther settlers soon followed and Dy the early
1850s, numerous rarms had been establlsnhed on the shallow tlatlands bordering the
Grant County shore ot the river. Even as late as 1854, however, the actual site of
the ruture community ot Boscobel was belng tilled by a tarmer named Joshua
Brindley.

I'ne lana on which the city was located was bought 1in i8b4 by C. K. Dean, Adam
k. Ray, and John Mortimer. 'he tirst-named, atterwards a prominent citizen of
the place, was then a C1vil engineer emploved by the Miiwaukee & Mississippi
{now the St. Paul) railroad. ''he viilage was surveyed in l8bb by John
Mortimer, and named Boscobel. ‘he original plat was atterwards enlarged by
Yarker's, Brown's, Brindley's, and watkins's additions. Late 1n the tall ot
1856 the rallroad was completed to the village and the bullding ot the town
began 1n earnest. Previous to thls, however, in 1§55, Dr. Panchard, Horace
watkins, ana Moors Kice settlied 1n the place; John Kuka put up a blacksmith
Shop Just west ot the site of Dr., Cariev's residence; James Dickerson put up a
trame building and opened a store. Ur. J. U. Beals, the ti1rst permanent
pnysiclan, came 1n 18b56. In 1Bb7 Dr. bD. W. Carley came 1n and engaged in
practice. In 185/ bwight D. Parker came 1n and established the extensive

store ot Parker, Hilaenbrana & Co.=“*

By the beginnina ot the Civii War, Boscobel had acgulred the TthihgS necessary :tor
drowth; a sawmill and tlouring mill tTO Serve the surrounding rarms, and a raillroad
to Ship @gooas 1nto and out oi the area.

ln the year 1864, village honors were conterred upon tne thriving bura by the
legisiature, a charter being granted at that time. ''he population at this time

Y Holrora, Castello N. History ot Grant_County, Wlsconsin. Lancaster, Wi:
‘he 'leller Print, 1YUU, pp. bbi~bb4.
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numbered apout lZUU. When the return ot peace Drought pack to the viliage many
of the men whose piace tor tour vears had been at the tront, the village toOk on
a sudden and well-sustained pride on the road ot commercial prosperity. ‘Tne
years 1867 to 1870 brought many l1mprovements 1n the way ot business and
buildings. {n tfact, most of the buildings on Wisconsin Avenue |[in 1881} date
back to those years. ‘he panic years oif L873-77 were telt, with their
depressing eftects 1n Boscobeli. Yet, without flinching, Boscobel went sturdily
forward with the construction ot a bridge across the Wisconsin River, which was
to cost, as time roiled on, the sum ot $45,U00. 1In order to enable them to do
this, the citizens petitioned the legislature tor a city charter, which was
accorded them by the legislature in L1873, the act bearing the date March 15.2+

A number ot the eariiest buildings in the downtown portion of Boscobel (incliuding
the Central House Hotel) date trom this period, and with the creation ot the bridge
(non-extant), Boscobel settled 1nto another period ot sustalned, it gradual, growth.

Incorporated 1n 1873, Boscobel thrived as a center tor agricultural trade.
ldeally situatea between bubugue, Madison, and La Crosse, 1t was a gathering
point tor crobs produced 1n the surrounding countryside., EconomiCc disaster did
not visit Boscobel in the Depression vears. While panic struck elsewhere, the
Boscobel State Bank weathered the storm without clilosing. In iY35, the
population stood at ZbUU. KHetall establishments prospered. ‘fhrough the

195Us, tarm and retall trade remailned Strond. Resldents recall the weekly
testivities that took Diace on Saturaday nights, savs Kaipn Goldsmith, publisher
ot the Boscobel Dial who came to town 1n [%bb. PFarm tamilles would come to
Boscobel to do their weekly shopping and, 1n the process, W1SCONS1Nn AvVenue was
taken over by iriends stopping to talk. 'The lite-style was characterized as

easy aoing and rural.=<<

Since then, however, the decliline ot the rural tarming popuiation 1n the area nas naa
a negative 1mpact on the economlCc lite ot Boscobel and tne community 1S now
searching tor a new role to play as 1t enters the next century ot 1its existence.

Commerce

The Goods and Services Study Unit ot the Commerce ''heme ot the CRMP which will
discuss Wisconsin notels has not yet been published. LIn 1ts absence, no statewide
overview of hotels as a resource type currentliy exists. kven so, hotels and other
places where short-term lodging could be rented constitute one of the more wide-
spread ot all resource types and can De tound in settlements of every siZe and in
every part ot the state. ‘''nelr presence has been noted in every lntensive Survey ot

2+ Historv ot Grant County, Wisconsin. Chlcaao: Western Historical Company,

1881, pp. 7185-786.
“* Community Keport Wisconsin. July 1942, p. Z3.
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community resources so far undertaken in Wisconsin and even & casual perusal of
published Wisconsin county histories shows that virtually every community has at one
time or another had a building which otiered rental lodgings. Even a community
setting is not a necessity as the State Historical Society's Uld wade House Historic
Site {(NRHP, 1U-2b6-71) 1n Sheboygan County demonstrates.

The earliest examples ot hotels 1in Wisconsin were trequently among the first
buildings in theilr respective settlements and owed their existence to the scarcity
0t available awelling places 1n those aays and to the necessity of providing shelter
tor transients and tor new arrivals. ‘T'hls need usually resulted in the erection ot
a makeshitt building whose rough-and-ready mode ot construction oiten reveaied the
limitations of available labor and materials. <The earliest examples were often ot
Log construction and have seldom survived. ‘'‘he next generation ot hoteis toliowed
gulckliy on the nheels ot these piloneer structures and were usually of trame

construction.

Typically, once a community reached this stage Of 1TS development, 1ts tuture growth
became 1ts f1rst priority and turther progress 1n CONStructing newer and larger
hotels orten depended on the abllity ot tne community tO generate enough tratiic to
warrant the expense ot such construction. ‘the coming Of the railroad was otten the
catalyst which generated thls trattic. Raillroads were looked upon by towns or that
period as ah almost magical agency which could insure ruture prosperity. Not
surprisingly, then, railroads acgulired a sSymboliC 1mportance as welil slnce a
community which was on @ rail ilne was telt to be a permanent one, a criticail
distinction 1in attracting outside capital tor growth. S0 great was this desire tor
permanency that citlizens wiilingly bought the stock ot the railroad, mortgaged
tarms, donated land tor right or ways, and did all in their power to ensure the
coming of this transforminag agent.

The development ot hoteis 1n Boscobel tollowed the pattern set torth above. ‘The
railroad came to Boscobel 1n i185b when the Milwaukee and Mississippi Railroad tirst
reached the new CoOmmunlty and the development of the community's tirst hotel

promptly followed.

'ne tirst institution having tor its avowed obJeCt the sustenance ot the inner
man was opened by one Curtis, 1n the year l#bb. 'I'he site or this tirst hotel
was the second story 0f a warehouse buliding put up by KFlorence Llscum that
vear. ''he lower tloor was meant for ordinary warehouse pburposes. '[his tor the
time peing was the only "hotel" ot which the new settlement could boast, and
continued tO turnish tood TO The hunary and rest to the weary traveler ior some
S1X months, when "mine host" Curtils retired to the walks ot private lite.
Succeedlng this crude attempt came the Barnett House 1n the iatter part of 13b6;
where, under the regime ot "Andy" Barnett, most genial ot landiords, the
stranger was taken 1in and carea tor 1n a manner that soon raised the reputation
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of this caravansary to the nighest rounds ot the ladder of famous country 1nns.
in April, 135§, this house caugnt tire, and, despite all exertions, burned to
the ground. For the time being, the Phiibrick House, occupylng the building
still standing (non-extant] on the corner oi Wisconsin avenue and La Belle
street, and kept by a widow lady ot the above name, caught the diverted channel
ot boaraders and guests wno had tormeriy made the "Barnett" thelr headguarters,
and did a thriving buslness until the compietion ot the new building, erected
upon the ruins ot the burned hotel. The new structure was somewhat enlarged in
si1Ze and was opened again in 185Y by Mr. Barnett & Son, the latter seiling out
to Mr. Jonn Pepper. ‘They disposed ot 1t, atter a short time, to other parties
the pbusiness tilnally falling into the hands ot Mr. James Barnett, under whose
regime the "Harnett” acguired a reputation that was state rather than locail.
After Mr. Barnett's retirement, the caravansary passed through ditrferent hands
until 1t tinally came unhder the supervision ot Mr. Carrier, Dy whom the puilding
was raised and one story added underneath, the name at the same time being
changed to the "Carrier House," by which appellation 1t was known tor many
years. ‘The house 1s at present in the hands ot Mrs. A. J. Betts and ranks among

the tirst of Boscobel's hotels.==

Several other smail trame hotels were also built 1n the downtown curing the 185Us
and 18605, however, 1including: the City Hotel, located just to the north ot the
intersection ot the raillroad tracks and wWisconsin Avenue on the west side ot
wisconsin Avenue; a hotel situated on the southeast corner of wisconsin Avenue and
Kast Blutrt streets (ca. 1lU3 wWisconsin Avenue, located two DlOCKS south ot the
Central nouse) run by J. J. Button; ana another notel that was located aimost across
kast Hiutr Street from Mr. Button's hotel (ca.luUs kKast Blutt Street}.=<* More notels
were to toiilow. By the i8/Us, two hotels more had been started 1n the gowntown area
0f Boscobel as weil. OUne was the Muttley House hotel at lUZ West uak Street (known
later as the ''rautman Hotel and stiii later as the JONNSOn HOtel) whilile the other
was the Wisconsin House hotel. 'rhe Muttley House 1s now gone, but The twO-sSTOry
stone portion ot the Wisconsin House 1s still extant, although 1in aitered condition,
and 1s located at ca.¥ls Wisconsin Avenue.<® (ther early nhoteis mav also have
exlsted 1n Hoscobel besides the ones listed above. #or instance, an article in a
Lancaster, Wisconsin, newspaper dated i8/3 noted that Frank Muttley (wno iater
established the Muttley House notel mentionea above) was tnen the proprietor ot the

23 Historv ot (rant County, Wisconsin. Op. Cit., p. 7/89. 'This hotel was
located at 833 wWisconsin Avenue and historic photos show that it was a handsome
three-story siaegabled clapboard-sided Greek Rrevival style building. Subsequently,
this hotel was renamed "''he Betts House" and stiil later the "Grant Hotel" and it
survived 1nto the mid-1YUUs, but was later razed ana 1ts site 1s now a parking lot.

24 New Map or Grant County, Wisconsin. Pedro Maver & Co., NY: 1l8638. None of
these hotels are now extant; Button's hotel building was gqone by 1884 and the City

Hotel was razed between 1Y1Z and 19%47.
<> sanporn-bPerris Map Co. UD. Cit., 1884, iBYZ, 18YY, 1904, 1912, and 19Z7.
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Carrier House and that "Among the hotels ot the place |Boscobel] 1s the Smalley
House, John Smalley propbrietor; the Wisconsin House, J. D. Ptelsterer, proprietor,
and the Muscoda House, M. Meyer, proprietor. bkach house has all the custom they can
attend to and almost nightly they are so crowded that tarmers are compelied to seek
accommodations eisewhere."<® (Ot these three hotels, only the location of the
Wisconsin House 1s known tor certain.

Despite the presence ot several other smaller hotels 1in Boscobel in eariy 1i81s,
however, 1t 1s ciear that the Carrier House was then Boscobel's leadlng hotel, which
was an important distinction at the time. While hotels were first and toremost
commerclal ventures, they aiso served other, less tangible community needs as well.
The appeilation "leadlng hotel" was a material distlnction in a day when a
community's hoteis were an 1mportant measure o0 community status. HKIISt time
visitors (1inciuding the much sought-atter venture capitalists ot the day) otten
tormed their initial oplnion Ot a community from 11S notels.=<’ Bettel hotels were
thought tTO produce a more ravorable 1mpression on the outsider and were thus
considered to have a strong, 1%t 1ndirect, Link with COmmunity prosperity.
Communities that were large enough to be aple to distingulsh between their hotels
and couid designate one Or more as "leading hotels" were believed tO have Superior
resources with which to sell themselves. Lesser notels might represent tne reallity
0t a town's current eccnomic status, but "leading hotels" represented a town's
asplrations as well and were a sign to outsiders that they were 1in a wide-awake
communlity wltn a ruture. ‘hus, "leading hoteis" were otten invested with a symbolicC
importance not so ditferent trom that given to rallroads and such instltutions
became a coveted sign 0ot prosperity.

Never-the-less, it the Carrier House was Boscobel's leading hotel 1n the tirst
months ot 1873, 1t was aiso Jjust about 1ts oldest as well, which suggested a
business opportunity tor anyone 100king to bulld a8 new, more up-to-date institution
in this boom period ot Boscobel's history. ''his was typical ot bullding patterns ot
that day. OUnce a community had established a notel 1intrastructure ot tne type
describea above, with a leading hotel ana several smalier ones, subseguent hotel
buildinag activity was usually a matter ot adding such new hoteis as popuiation
1ncreases warranted and ot replacing older structures that had become outmoded. AS
communities matured, evolving community standards usually dictated brick or other
"fireproot" construction tor new hotels just as they did tor other commercial
buildings bullt in the second half of the niheteenth century. ''hls process was
already well unaer way on BoScobel'sS W1SCOnsin Avenue 1in L¥/3, wnlch was to see many
ot 1ts pioneer trame CONSTIruction commercial bulladings replaced with Larger stone-

clad ones 1in the iy/Us.

<= ‘'ne pemocrat. Lancaster, Wisconsin, kepruaryv iU, L1873, D. 3.
<’/ Mollennhotr, bavia V., Madlson: A H1Story ot the kormative Years. lubuque,
lowa, 1Y8Z, PD. Zb-31, 33-34, 4Y, oU, 132, ZYU.
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The man who would build the building that was to house Boscobel's leading hotel
until it finaliy closea 1ts doors 1n the 1Y/Us was Adam Bobel. Hobel (1834-188bH)
was born in the village of Maden, in Prussia, 1n L1834, and was a weaver by trade,
work which he tollowed until he emigrated to the United States 1in 18b3. Bobel
"settled 1n Uhlo, where ne lived a numper ot years before removing to Milwaukee,
wWisconsin. At the latter pilace he was married, March 3ra, l&bb, To Miss Elizabeth
bagenhart and atter a residence there of eight years he came to Boscobel with his
wite and young tamily and has resided here ever since, tor a perioa ot 23 years. Ot
that time one year was spent in ldaho and eighteen months 1n the {(union| army, as
sutler with tne Z0th Wis. vol."<® in 18bb, Bobel constructed the two-story stone
building that 1is now the south portion ot the Central House Hotel wlth a Mr.
Schatter at a cost ot $b0UU.UU tor use as a saloon. "In about six months time atter
it tthe builading) was finisned Mr. Bobel purchased his partner's interest and ran
the business aione."<® (n 1873, Bobel, who had in the meantime turned the second
story of his building into a hotel called the Bobei House, decided to greatly expand
the existing building into an up-to-date first class hotel which he intended should
become the leading hotel in hils adopted city. By December ot 1873 his newly renamed
three-story stone hotel buliding was open tor business and a new advertisement 1in
the local paper noted that "1'his tavorite resort |a billiard hall] tor "knights ot
the roaa" located 1in the new stone Hotel building--the "Central House,"--has been
thoroughly renovated and retitted and 1s admitted by all to be the best in the
city."*Y ‘The new hotel was managed Dy James Barnett, late ot the Carrier House,
"who continued as landlord tor the succeedlng tive years, when Mr. Bobel himselt
took the house, ana ran 1t until January 7/, 1§81, when 1t was destroyed by tire, the
inter:1o0r being gutted and only the huge stone walls having been lert standing. With
an enerqy deserving ot the highest commenaation, Mr. Bobel i1mmediately set to work
ciearing the depris Dreparatory tO rebuiiding. ‘The new Central was completed Dy
spring lot l¥8l!, and re-opened atter belng returnished and retitted in the most
approved style."<+ Bobel continued to run the hotel untii his death in i8>, by
which time the Central House was one 0Ot the most noted hotels 1in southwest

wWisconsin.

Many otner owners were to run the Central House 1n subseguent vears ana the general
leveling ott of Hoscobel's population drowth atter the 188Us ettectlvely gquaranteed
that no one would bulild a new hotel that coula supplant 1t as the Cltyv's mOSC
important hotei. ‘Thanks to continuous good management, the hotel retained 1ts
preeminent position 1in the City and the surrounding area and 1t continued to be the
logical place tor visiting dignltarles 1n the area to stay, among whom were John F.
Kennedy ana his wite, Jackie, who stayed at the notel when Kennedy was campalgning
for president in the area in 19bU. Gradually, though, the age ot the hotel and

<¢ Boscobeid Dial. dJune Llb, L885, p. 3. ({(Ubltuary Ot Adam Hobel).
% |pid. January L4, L&8l, D. 3.

2% lbid. December /b, i873, D. 3.

<+ History ot Grant County, Wwisconsin. Op. Cit., pp. 790-791.




s NPS Form 10-900a

(Rev. 8-86)
wisconsin Word Processor Format

Approved 2/87

United States Department ot the lnterior
National Park service

NAT1ONAL REGLSTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUAL'IUN SHEET

Central House Hotel, Boscobel, Grant County, Wisconsin
Section number 8 rage _ 1

competition ftrom newer, more up-to-date motels on nearby USH el brought the hotel
operation to-an end and the building now stands vacant while 1ts owners look tor a
new role for it to play. In the meantime, though, all the other bulidings in
Boscobel that once served as hotels save only a portion of the old Wisconsin House
have now been demolished. Conseguently, the Central House hotel is now the sole
remaining intact example of the historic hotels that once tlourished in Boscobel.

The Central House hotel 1s thus considered to be of local significance to the area
ot commerce because ot 1ts preeminent status as HBoscobel's leading hotel throughout
the period ot sianiticance, a period that encompasses most of Boscobel's history as
well. Hotels were highly important economic and social institutions in nineteenth
century Wisconsin and were of great practical and symbolic importance to the
communities in which they were located. ‘The Central House, Dy virtue ot both its
size and 1ts reputation, has always been Boscobeli's leading hotel and its presence
has allowea the city to pilay host to numerous 1mportant personages over the years
who mignht otherwlse have bDypassed this smail city. 1In adaition, the highly 1intact
state ot preservation ot the hotel permits 1t to continue to accurately portray its

historic role 1n the community.

social History

‘'ne Central House 1S Dest Known today tor beling tne site of the historic meeting
that led to the rounding Of & mMAaJor American sociail institution; the (Gideons
international Society. (onseguently, the hotei 1s believed to be of national
signiticance in the development of the social history of the nation. ‘The following
history ot this event and ot the (ldeons was provided by Prot. Nancy Hubbard ot Uw-
Mllwaukee ana 1t 1s an outqgrowth ot the class effort she led that resulted in the
Historic Structures Report reterred to earlier.

Historically, the Central House hotel 1s signitficant as the location ot the
tormation ot what has since become the Gideons lInternational Society, an
organization which developed out ot retorm movements by commercial travelers at the
end of the 19th century. ''ne Gideons were and are a nondenominational, non-protit
organlzation whose work receives all 1ts tunding from members and local churches.
he society nas continued 1n Operation for almost one hundred years with 1ts primary
activity being the worldwide dilstribution ot Bibles to hotel rooms; the presence ot
a Gideon Bible 1s now a standard teature ot the American travel experience.

The Gideons Soclety was one of several protessiohai organizations of salesmen which
emerged atter the American Clvll War 1n an attempt to bring stability and
respectability to commercial travel. ‘'hese organlzations were not uniform in theilr
activities. Some were traternal oruganizations, promoting social reiationships among
commercial traveiers. OUtners were mutual aid societles, some 0of whlich provided
insurance plans tor thelir members. Several ot the groups worked tor protessional
unity among commercial travelers, protesting discrimination 1n iicensmq iaws,
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working for travel discounts, agitating tor better hotel service, and providing a
torum tor dciscussion ot common business problems encountered by members. All ot
these groups were essentlally retorm organizations which sharea the "discourse ot
Protestant evangelism" with other retorm movements ot the late 1Yth century. The
Gldeons concentrated on improving the religious standards of commercial travelers 1in
an ertort to reshape the commercial world according to Christian standards.-=<

In September, l¥9Y8, John H. Nicholson, a traveling salesman trom Janesville, W,
attempted to check into the Central House, but as no single rooms were available,
the hotel manager asked hilm to share a room with another salesman, Samuel E. Hiil of
Beloit, wil. During their stay at the hotei, the two men discussed the need tor an
organization ot commercial travelers that would provide "mutual help and recognition
tor Christian travelers." in late May, 1bYY, the two men met agalin and tormalized
thelr decilsion to torm such an organization. The two were joilned Dby another
salesman, W. J. Knights ot Janesville 1in the tirst tormal meeting ot the
organization at the YMCA 1n Janesville (extant- 4UZ West Milwaukee 5t.) 1in July,
1899. ‘he orcanization tormally was called the Christian Commercial Travelers'
Association of America with its object being the teilowship of "Christian traveling-
men ot the world." Although the tirst organizational meeting took place at the YMCA
in Janesvillie 1n 1¥YY, the (Gideons have always identified the Central House hotel as

the location ot 1ts tounaing.-=”

AT the i8th annual meeting Of the organization 1n 1Y17, the members approved the
appointment ot a committee to consider making Room 1Y ot the Centrai House a
"permanent Giceon room." I'his prolect was completed in May, 1YZL, when the Gideons'
president placead a piaque and pnotographs ot Hill and Nicholson 1n the room, noting
1n his presentatlon that the hotel was "where the Assoclation was first conceivea”
to distinguish 1t from the Janesville YMCA "where the Association was born."-=*

I'ne organization experienced relatively slow growth in 1ts tirst vears, and haa
severe organizational problems in iYU5 ana 1YyUb, resulting in 1ts reorganization and
shitft 1n 1ts activities. At tne 8th annual convention 1in July, 1307, a proposal to
furnish a Bibie tor every nhotel room in the United States was approved unanimously
by the membersnip, becoming the group's primary activity. ‘he concept ot placing
Bibies 1n hotels was ti1rst introduced at the Gideons' t1rst annual meeting 1in 1Yyuu
in Waukegan, 1L, aithouan the emphasls was mMOre on working to have a Hible available
1n every hotel at the hotel's expense than on proviaing Bibles.*?

@< Spears, Timothy bB. LUU Years on the KRoag: 'I'ne 'ravellng Salesman 1n

American Culture, New Haven: Yale University Press, 199>, pp. 15>, ib3, leb-lot.
2 (Gideons lnternational. ‘'wentv-'I'wo Years' Hlstory ot the Gigeons: 18YY-

1Y21. Chicago: The Christian Commercial Travelers' Association National

Headquarters, 1YZl, pp. Ll-1Z, 24, 154, 1b7.

2% ipid, pp. lb4, 1le7.

#=% ibid, pp. £1, BY-Y3, 9Y4.
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Other organizations, particularly the American Bible Society, had been active 1in the
distribution-ot Bibles 1in the last quarter ot the 1Y9th century. ‘he American Bible
Society was a nonsectarian, nondenominational, benevolent society which had been
founded in 18772 to provide Bibles to immlgrants, destitute tamilies, schools,
prisons, military personnel, and hotels. lts emphasls was more on mass distribution
than on the piacement ot Bibles in hotels, however. Wnen the Gideons shitted the
organization's tocus to Hible distribution, the American Bible Society cooperated
with them 1n the project based on its already well-established methods ot
distribution and 1its ability to publish Bibles inexpensively. ‘'ne Gideons' emphasis
on placing Bibles in hotels was unique in the Unitead States. ‘he activity had been
undertaken 1in England by the knglish Commercial lraveiers Christian Assocliation tor
a number oi vears. ‘'ne English association, however, had been turnishing only a tew
Bibles to hotel otftices. The Gideon's much larger goal was to place a Biple in
every hotel room in the country.-=®

in the tirst year ot 1ts Hibie distribution (1Y0U8-190Y), the Gldeons piaced almost
b8U0 Bibies 1n the United States, most ot which were in hotels in the upper Midwest,
retiecting tne regional identitv 0t the organization's early members. As the 1gea
caugnt on, though, the number ot Bibles distributed began tO grow 3imMOSt
exponentially. By iY7Z0, the (loeons were placing 5SU,UUU Bibies & year in the
nation's hotel rooms and hac distributed 459,764 BlDies 1n America alone while newly
tormed sister organizations 1in other countries such as Canada and kngland had begun
to place Bibles 1n the hotel rooms ot tnose countriles a&s well. By the peginning ot
woria war 1i, Giaeon Bibles haa pecome & ublgultous part or the American travel
experience. ‘'he end of the war saw the organlzation become truly international 1in
1ts scope. By 1985, over 36U mililon HBibies had been aistriputed woridwide since
the organization's toundling anc one million Gideon BlHles were Deing distributed
woridwiae every 15 aays Dby 85,UUU Glaeons workina 1in ls4 countries. S0 well known
were tnese Bibles that they were even mentioned in a Beatles song called "Rocky
Raccoon." By early 1YYb5, the Gideons International Socilety had distributed over bUU
miliion Bibies. 'The Bibles nave bpeen translated into /b Languages and distributed
in motels, hotels, hospitals, and prisons 1in 1/l countries.=?”

The Central House hotel 1s closely associated with the tounding of the Gideons and
thls assoclatlon nas Deen recognized and honored, potn Dy the Giaeons themselves and
by others. It is theretore believed that this association 1S ot national
signiticance 1n the area ot Social Historv as a resulit. ‘The importance of the
Gideons to the area ot Social History as one ot the most successtul and long-lived
ot the organizations that arose out ot the Christian retorm movement that developed

®® Gideons international. ‘Iwenty-Iwo Years' History ot the Gideons: 18Y9-1921.
Op. Cit., pp. Y9, Llub. ,

2’ kEhlert, Bob. "Where the Giaeons Began." Minneapolls Star-‘tripune.
November 1U, LY8>, Sunday Magazine, p. ZU. Recent StatlstTiCsS proviaea DV wendell
McClinton !spoxesman i. Gideons lnternational bOClet_V, March £ 1, 1995,
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developed in the United States during the late 1Yth century 1s well known. FKrom 1ts
modest beginmings in Boscobel and in Janesville, the Gideons have grown into an
international organization whose name 1S familiar even to those who are unfamiliar
with the organization itself and the Hibles distributed DY thls organizatlion are now
tamiliar to every American traveler. The Central House 1S now generally recognized
today as the most important physical resource assoclated with the early aays ot this

organization.

Architecture

'ne Central House hotel 1s also beileved to be 0t iocal sianiticance to the area ot
architecture as an excellent and largely intact example of ltalianate style design
as applied to an urban hotel bullding. ‘This signlticance 1S turther enhanced by the
high aegree ot integrity that the building displays.

Boscobel's downtown developed along both sides ot wlsconsin Avenue south ot the
rallroad tracks that cross 1t at an angle near Superior Street and the Central House
hotel 1s positioned 1n the center ot this concentration ot buildings. ‘These
buildings are collectively ot siqgniticance architecturalliy as a tine group ot
approximately thirty-two nineteenth and early twentieth century commercial buildings
that ror the most part are representative exampies ot Commercial vVernacular form,
ltalianate style, ''wentieth Century Commercial styile and Boomtown torm design. Ot
these bulldings, the ltalianate style examples are especlally noteworthy since they
date trom the period ot the city's greatest prosperltyv and are thus both the laraest
historic buiidings 1n The aowntown and the most eiaporate as well. 'I'he bwight
barker Building (1lUU Wisconsin Avenue); the ¥red Scheinpiiug Bullding (186Y, 1UZob
Wisconsin Avenue); the dJohn & Louls Ruka Buildings (ca.i8/Z-187b, 1012-102Z
Wisconsin Avenue); McSpaden's Block (l¥b/, 835 Wisconsin Avenue); and the Central
House Hotel (1UU3 Wisconsin Avenue}; are the best examples ot tne style 1in the
agowntown, but there are also seven lesser examples ot the style in the downtown and
several others also utilize salient elements such as the semi-circuiar-arched window
openings that are especiallily assoclated with the italianate style 1n Boscobel.

'ne ittalianate style subsection ot the CRMP notes that the period during which
buildinas designed in this styvle appear 1n Wisconsin spans the vears trom 1ib8bu -1H88U
and 1t descripes the commercial manifestations ot the style as follows:

ltalianate reterences typically tound are the bracketed cornice, which otten
rises above a tlilat or shed roor, and at the windows {which trequentiy have
hoodmolids or even pediments and sometimes are roundheaded!. Nearlv every
wisconsin City and village has 1ts examples, often surviving in near original
torm in upper-story wood, stone, Or iron hooamoilas, Drackets and cornices.-=*®

& Wyatt, Barpara (kd.). OUp. Cit., Vol. Z, p. Z-b (Architecture).
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Even without the massive panelled and bracketed cornice that originally spanned the
width ot its-main tacade, the Central House 1s still recognizable as an excellent
representative of Italianate design. The original two-story portion of today's
building was constructed in 1i8bb and consists ot a stone-clad main tacade whose
first story 1s given over to a full-width cast 1ron storefront while its second
story features three round-arched windaow openings entramed in stone that have
keystones. Both storles still survive today as part ot the enlarged facade that
dates from 1873. ‘he round-arched windows ot the Central House in particular are an
Italianate style motit that appears on each of the other ltalianate style buildings
mentioned above as well, all ot which have stone tacades and all ot which were
constructed within the same six-year period. These buiidings were an impressive
sight when they all stili retained thelr original teatures and they still are even
now, but the three-story height, the unusually wide main facade, and generaily high
level ot integrity ot the Centrai House makes it stand out tfrom the others.

Untortunately, no newspaper existed 1n Boscobel 1n 1865, when the original portion
ot the notel was constructea and the iocal newspapers covering the months in 1873,
when the hotel adadition was being built have not survived. Conseguently, no
information has been tound that identities the original designer and/or contractors
ot either portion ot the compieted buliding. (ortunately, though, the story ot the
hotel's evolution is contained 1n an account ot the tire ot i8H1i.

in 1865, Mr. gBobel, 1n company with Mr. Schatter, built the south portion ot
the hotel as & saioon, putting on & second story which was roomed oti tor
accommodation of the wooden structure which stood on the north. 'he building
thus erected was Z4X/U and cost the tirm $HU0UU. 1n about sS1x months atter it
was tinished Mr. Bobel purchased hils partner's interest anc ran the business
alone. 1In 1¥/3 Mr. Bobel sold the wooden structure, which was moved away, and
built on to the saioon an addition b»bx3U feet, three stories high and extended
the 3jrd (sic} story over the saloon bullding. He also built a wing, two
stories high, on the rear ot the new part, 4Ux3U teet, the lower story of which
was tor kitchen purposes, the upper story being divided ottt into sieeping rooms
tor the hired help. ‘The hotel when completed was rented to Mr. James Barnett,
who managed it until 1877 when his lease expired. During the summer of that
year Mr. Hobel concluded to manage the hotel in person, and thoroughly refitted
the house with new turniture. Since that time he has continued as the landiord
ot the most popular hotel 1in this section of the State, having his rooms fully
occupied most ot the time.-*”

The fire of January 7, 1881, however, completely gutted the building, leaving only

the walls standing and the city without "the handsomest and best buillt hotel 1in
southwestern Wisconsin."*“ Fortunately tor Boscobel, Bobel decided to rebuild and

*2 Hoscobel Dial. January t4, L8881, D. 3.
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immediately set to work to make the hotel an even petter institution than it had
been before. . By January 28, the structural timbers had been put back 1in place, by
February 18, the roof joists had been positioned, and by February 25, the roof had
been replaced, new windows and doors installed, and the building was enclosed.*?*
The work on the interior then commenced and on May 13, 1§81, the local paper
announced that the project was completed.

Four months ago the Central House 1n thils city was destroyed by rire, nothing
remalning of the main bullding except the bare and biackened walls. ‘Today the
building stands completed, a pride to the city and an nonor to its proprietor,
Mr. Adam Hobel. Many important changes have been made and all tor the better
running ot the house. The lower stories are returnished throughout, new
carpets, beddlng, and turniture. Lkvery room 1S Ssupplied with a transom that is
always under the control ot the occupant. He |Mr. Bobel) has employed tirst
class workmen in all departments. Mr. George bHenn ot Lancaster was the master
carpenter. Mr. Anthony Sweeny of Lancaster, the boss mason, and Mr. Frank
Chesebro, ot Muscoda has had entire charge of the inside decorations. He has
shown himself equally as skillful in hls business as has Messrs. Benn and
Sweeny. As now completed, tor beauty ot finish, comtortable rooms, and general
convenience, the Central House takes rank with the best hotels in the
country.*«

Remarkably, much ot the work trom this period still remains in place today and the
exterior ot the hotel especially, is still in 1ts largely original l88l state. Time
has taken 1ts toll, however, and the Historic Structure Report recently written
about the hotel makes it clear that there is a pressing need tor a major, thoughtful
restoration ot the building, a need that this nomination is 1ntended to further.
Indeed, so great is the statewlde concern about the tuture ot this building that the
Wisconsin ‘lrust tor Historic Preservation made special mention ot the hotel and 1its
current situation in their June/July newsletter in 14Y92.

The Central House Hotel, then, 1s belng nominated tor 1ts local signiticance in the
area ot archltecture as one ot the most i1mportant and most intact examples ot
italianate architecture 1n Hoscobel. Iltalianate style commercial buildings were
among the tirst commercial buildings tO appear 1n large numbers in wisconsin
downtowns. Hoscobel's downtown was no exception and it still contains a surprising
number ot impressive stone-clad examples. Kven within this tine group ot [talianate
style commercial buildindgs, however, the (entral House bulldinag stands out. ‘Ihe
Central House exhibilts most ot the design features that are typically associated
with the style and even without 1ts originai bracketed corniCe the tacade ot the
hotel 1s clearly ltalianate 1n deslgn. ln particular, 1ts deslan makes consliderable

“* |bid. Januaryv Zl; January /Z8,; bkebruary 4; February l¥; kebruary Z%; March
11, 1881. For each see p. 3.
< Hoscobeli Pial{. May 13, Ll88l, p. 3.
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use ot round-arched windows, a window type that was a popular early feature of this
style elsewhare in Wisconsin and in Boscobel in particular. The signiticance ot the
hotel is further enhanced Dy 1ts very intact original exterior.

Owner:

The Boscobel Heritage Museum, Inc.
1312 Wisconsin Avenue
Boscobel, W1 53805
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Items a-d are the same tor each photo

Photo 1 Photo 11

a) Centrali House Hotel Building e) Interior, saloon, facing SE
b) Boscobel, Grant County, Wisconsin t) Photo 11 ot 13

c) ‘Timothy F. Heggland, April 14, 1995

d) State Historical Society ot Wisconsin Photo 12

e) Angle View ot Hotel facade, tacing NNE e) Interior, rear hall, facing N
t) Pnoto 1 of 13 t) Photo 17 of 13

Photo 2 Photo 13

e) Main tacade, tacing E e) lnterior, restaurant, tacing w
f) pPhoto 2 of 13 f) Photo 13 of 13

pnoto 4

e) Maln tacade, detall ot storetront, tacing b
t} Photo 3 ot 13

Photo 4
€) Maln tacade, maln entrance, tacing k&
t) Photo 4 of L3

Photo 5
e) Kitchen wing, tacing S
t) Pnoto 5 ot 13

Photo b
e} Rear elevation, tacing W
t) Photo b of 13

Photo 1
e) Rear elevation and south elevation, tacing WNW
t) Photo 7 ot 13

Photo ¥
e) lnterior, tirst story stairhall, tacing E

t) Photo 8 of L3

Photo 9
e) lnterior, parlor/ottice, tacing W
f£) Photo Y ot 13

ghoto_ LU
€) interior, aetall or sate 1n ottice wall, tacing N
t) Photo LU ot 13
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