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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Sioux City Central High School Building was constructed

in 1892 of rough-hewn, brownish-pink Lake Superior sandstone
and is of strong and heavy Romanesqué4Gothic design. A
centrally-located, castellated bell tower marks the main
entrance facing the Missouri River and is flanked by two
stepped-gable roof and facade projections. The symmetry of
the whole, including identical window placement, places the
round-arched romanesque and the castellated medieval character
of the whole building in a classically ordered context.

The interior of the structure contains over 145,000 square
feet: a large auditorium, a stage, a gymnasium, locker
rooms, large study halls, laboratories, a library and
administrative offices.

The north wing was added in 19f{:12. Floors in this wing
are reinforced clay tile and concrete with terrazzo finished
surface. The stairs here are steel with terrazzo trends and

open sfjﬁl rails.

By 1930 stairwells in the original part were encased on three
sides with masonry partitions and new walls installed of
reinforced concrete and terrazzo finish.

In recent years new wooden flooering has been added in the
classrooms on all four floors and tile board ceilings in
approximately 30 percent of the rooms.

Also in 1930 the hip roof was removed and the walls between
turrets and tower were extended to accomodate a fourth floor
addition.
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal ¥ Education ] Political () Urban Planning
[] Prehistoric [C] Engineering [T} Religion/Phi- X] Other (Specify)
[] Historic [ Industry ‘ losophy AY‘ChiteCture

] Agriculture [ Invention [} Science

] Architecture [ Landscape [] Seulpture

O Art Architecture 1 Secial/Human-

[ Commerce [ Literature itarion
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Known as "The Castle", the Sioux City Central High School, the
city's oldest ebmmunity high school, was built in 1892 &nd
served the community as an educational institution until 1972,
Still located at the city's center, this building stands as a
monumental example of the kind of civic pride which accompanied
the late nineteenth population boom which many towns such as
Sioux City experienced. Covering an entirs/;ity block, "The
Castle" was designed by the architect F. S¥'Allen of Joliet,
I1Tlinois, and the construction contract was awarded to contractor,
Eric Lunq/ﬂnginneapolis, Minnesota.
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"A Historical Profile of Sioux City" by John F. Schmidt
Editions of the Sioux City Journal
"History of Sioux City Public Schools" by H. C. Roberts
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AME AND TITLE:

Mrs. Raymond J. Goodson

ORGANIZATION

Save the Castle and Castle Study Committee

DATE

July 16,

1972

STREET AND NUMBER:

2206 Heights Avenue

CITY

OR TOWN:

Sioux City

CODE

14

STATE

Iowa 51104

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

The recommended

(] State [ Local &

National

Name

Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

storic Preservation

Director, Office of Archeology and

Late
ATTEST:
Keeper of THe National Register
Date / / ? )
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