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The Amanda Blake Store, situated on a lot at the corner 
of Main Street and Blake Lane, is a two-story rectangular 
building of wood frame and cedar clapboard construction. A 
one-story addition with a shed roof extends along the entire 
length of the west facade and a portion of the rear (north) 
facade. A wood deck front porch with a shed roof extends 
along the entire front (south) facade effectively uniting 
the main structure with the one story west addition.

Another wood deck porch on the Blake Lane facade (east) 
extends from an entrance door on Blake Lane around the 
corner of the building to connect with the addition at the 
middle of the rear (north) facade.

The second floor of the main structure has two double 
hung windows on the front and rear facades and five similar 
windows along the sides. The roof of this main structure is 
of hip type construction with asphalt shingles. The one 
story addition and the side (Blake Lane) porch have rolled 
asphalt roofing. The front porch (Main Street) has a metal 
roof.

Architectural details include three bay windows which 
extend onto the front porch. The detailing of these windows 
along with the beveled porch posts topped by ornate scrollwork 
provide a Victorian motif to the front of the building. The 
bay windows served as store fronts for the Amanda Blake 
Store in the main structure and the U.S. post office which 
occupied the west addition.

The interior has undergone several alterations which 
have changed the original floor plan to some extent. In the 
main structure the front room which served as a store has 
been enlarged by the removal of a rear wall. At one time 
the Blake Street entrance hall had a stairway to the second 
floor which has since been removed. A small bathroom and 
heater room has been installed in this area. The rear half 
of the west addition has been converted into a commercial 
type kitchen which served a (by-reservation-only) restaurant 
which was operated approximately fifteen years ago in the 
original store.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Amanda Blake Store, built in 1884, is the one 
remaining structurally intact store of several which at one 
time flourished as a part of the small city of Port Republic. 
This store was not only a vital part of the community, in 
that it provided all of the items necessary in the»days 
before automobiles came along, but was also the home of the 
"Independent Order of Mechanics," a fraternal lodge; a 
United States Post Office for twenty-two years, and a social 
center for the small city, a gathering place for news, 
conversation and entertainment.

William Blake, an early resident of Port Republic, had 
a farm in Chestnut Neck. William and his wife had fourteen 
children, one of whom was Amanda, the youngest. When his 
wife died, he and his two unmarried daughters, Annabelle and 
Amanda, were persuaded to give up the farm and run a store 
then operated by one son Mark Wesley Blake who alternated 
between going to to sea, and keeping the store in town. 
This building on Main Street was rented from a Mr. Cake. 
Mr. Cake, the owner, gave short notice to Mr. William Blake 
to move stock in trade and all goods, hoping Mr. Blake would 
find it impossible to do so, and be forced to sell his 
inventory to Mr. Cake.

The three sons of William, determined their father 
should continue in his prosperous trade and built what has 
been and is now still called, "The Amanda Blake Store".

In 1884, Mark Wesley Blake gave the land, which was his 
garden. John, who had a lumber yard in Pleasantville, gave 
the lumber; and the third son Louis, put up the money for 
the carpenters. This then became the store run by William 
and his daughter Amanda.
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Amanda learned the milliners trade and the small back 
room contained her workroom. The big front room stocked 
groceries, meats, salt pork, hams, salt mackerel and bacon. 
There were bins for whole corn, cracked corn and oats. Mail 
kegs in a row were in front with boards across the top where 
customers sat. On shelves were dress goods by the yard, 
work clothes, shoes, underwear, ribbons, thread, needles, 
sunbonnets, etc.

In the evening, the store was a social center for the 
men who swapped stories about clamming and hunting. The 
store was lighted by kerosene lamps which hung from the 
ceiling and had to be let down and serviced everyday. A big 
drum stood in the corner from which kerosene was pumped. In 
the back room were stove pipes, small kerosene stoves and 
stove top ovens. A small celler dug under the back room was 
reached by a trap door. This was, of course, for perishables 
Such as butter.

The big lodge room held a raised platform in front and 
was used for many years as the meeting place for the Indepen 
dent Order of Mechanics Lodge.

Amanda Blake was appointed postmistress on February 27, 
1918 and retired from that position on January 31, 1940 at 
the age of seventy.

With only two years of formal education, this lady was 
a competent bookkeeper and business woman. The remaining 
store, which still bears her name is structurally the 
general store exactly as it looked years ago when its was a 
lively center of community activity.


