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Built in 1887, the Colonel Jacob Yoes Building is a fine example of late
nineteenth century commercial architecture in Arkansas. The original
building is a two storey rectangular structure measuring approximately

47 feet by 100 feet. A one storey addition on the north elevation measures
approximately 25 feet by 50 feet. Though the exact date is unknown, the
addition was almost certainly made prior to 1900.

The two storey structure is topped with a roof which has about a two foot
slope from front to back. Seventeen short chimneys project above the
roofline. Double-hung sash windows with segmental arched heads and cast
stone sills are uniform around the two storey section of the building. A
narrow band of brick projects around the roofline of the entire structure.

The facade of the two storey section has some architectural features of
special note. Cast iron label-style heads cover the brick window and door
openings. The brick above the second storey windows is set in an ornamental
pattern with three inset panels beneath dentil-like corbelling. The double
door entries on both the first and second stories have transoms.

The north half of the lower facade and the facade on the one storey addition
are quite similar and appear to be original. Both feature double door entries
set between very tall and wide window openings. Sometime before 1200 a one
storey porch across the entire facade replaced the original two storey

porch.

The interior of the Yoes Building is divided into four main sections. The
original building was intended to house a mercantile store on the north
half of the first floor, hotel offices and facilities on the south half of
the first floor, and hotel rooms on the entire second floor. The one storey
addition, which once housed a saloon, is now empty.

The mercantile section of the building still contains many original furnishings,
including the merchandise shelves built in St. Louis and shipped by rail to
Chester in 1887. The hotel lobby and office spaces are now occupied by the
Chester Post Office. The second storey hotel rooms, once furnished with

marble topped tables and walnut furniture, are now empty.

The Yoes Building is being gradually restored to its original appearance by
the present owner. After furnishing the store with authentic pieces from

late nineteenth century general stores, Colonel Ramey plans to open Yoes Store
to the public. The Yoes Building is in very good condition and has changed
little during this century.
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Chester, Arkansas was a railroad boom town established in the late nineteenth
century. As a division point on the St. Louis and San Francisco Railroad,
Chester quickly grew from a single small store to a bustling business
community. As the era of rail supremacy gave way to the gasoline engine,
many Arkansas railroad communities, such as Newport and Morrilton, were able
to change with the times; however, other towns, like Chester, declined as

the importance of the railroads declined. Reaching its peak population in
the 1890's, Chester is now home to less than a hundred people. Only one
structure, the Jacob Yoes Building, remains as a symbol of Chester's boom
town days.

In 1882 the St. Louis and San Francisco Railroad completed the track running
south from Fayetteville past a point near Captain James C. Wright's cabin

in the valley of Howard's Fork Creek. The next year Captain Wright built

a smmll frame store near the tracks, thus establishing the first business
enterprise in Chester. The town was named in 1883 for the Iowa hometown

of one of the locomotive engineers.

During the 1880's and 1890's Chester grew rapidly. A number of frame
structures were built to house the new businesses attracted to the growing
community. An 1893 business directory lists several businesses in the town,
including mercantile stores,barber shops, a meat market, a blacksmith shop,
and three carpenters. Chester also had doctors, drugstores, hotels, and
saloons, along with churches and a combination school and Masonic Lodge hall.
In 1887 the railroad built a two storey depot, water tower, and round house.

Of the many commercial structures built during Chester's boom town days,

only one remains. Destructive fires in 1908 and 1936 destroyed all the early
frame buildings. Other than the railroad track, the Jacob Yoes Building, a
brick structure built in 1887, is the only visible link with Chester's more
prosperous past. ;

The two storey Yoes Building was built by Colonel Jacob Yoes to house both a
hotel and mercantile store. The entire second floor was devoted to guest
rooms. The lower storey was divided with the hotel lobby, dining room, and
kitchen in the south half and the mercantile store in the north half.
Probably within a decade of the original construction a one storey addition
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was made across the north elevation of the store. Butler's Saloon was
housed in this early addition.

Jacob Yoes was a minister's son who grew up on a farm in Washington County,
Arkansas. Born in 1839, he received little formal education, and left
home at age seventeen to work in lead mines in Missouri. Unlike most
Arkansans, Yoes fought with the Union Army during the Civil War. In 1862
he enlisted in Company D, first Arkansas Cawalry, USA. In 1863 Yoes was
shot and captured by the Confederates, but was later freed in a prisoner
exchange. Though later known as "Colonel" Yoes, the title was honorary
and unrelated to his military record.

After the war Yoes served as Washington County Sheriff from 1865 to 1868,
when he was elected to the Arkansas legislature. His business interests in
Crawford County expanded in 1887 when he built the large brick store and
hotel at Chester. 1In 1890 the store was operated by Yoes' son, William,
with his niece, Abigail Yoes, managing the hotel.

The Yoes Building is an excellent example of commercial architecture in
late nineteenth century Arkansas. The two storey red brick building has
segmental arched windows with cast stone sills. The facade features cast
iron window and door heads, and brickwork panels and corbelling at the
roofline.

This architecturally significant building is also historically important.

It is the only structure remaining from the decade when Chester was
established, and it represents the community's origin and complete dependence
on the railroad. Though once at the center of a bustling railroad town,

the Yoes Building now seems almost out of place in the quiet rural community.
Its constant presence is a continual reminder of Chester's past.
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