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Built around 1834 the Van Buskirk/Oakley House is a virtually 
complete transitional Federal/Greek Revival farmhouse. The main 
unit is a one and one half story, 5 bay, center hall, rectangular 
frame and clapboard dwelling. The roof is gable with a return and 
dentil coursing beneath the molded eaves. There are gable end brick 
chimneys at the roof peak. The windows are all 6/6 sash with 
paneled shutters. On the front and open side facades the windows 
all have a decorative cornice. The center entrance has a six-panel 
Dutch door flanked by sidelights and topped by a transom; all with 
leaded glass. Covering this center entrance is a gable roofed one 
story portico with pent and delicate round columns. Original to the 
main unit this portico has flush board underneath and in the pent 
while the eave continues the dental coursing of the main unit. The 
foundation is coursed sandstone. The interior plan has a center hall 
with a major room (18' x 17') and fireplace to either side. The 
hall does not continue through to the other side, but opens to four 
much smaller rooms in the rear. There were apparently only three 
rooms in the rear originally. The second floor is an open loft with 
two small bedrooms. The dimensions of this main unit are 41' x 31'. 
The framing is queen-post with vertical sawn mortise and tenon.

Attached to this main unit at the south is an earlier 1 1/2 
story kitchen - the framing of which indicates late 18th or early 
19th century construction. While the framing and wide plank floor 
beneath a later one is still intact, this kitchen was extensively 
altered shortly before 1900. The alterations included changing the 
moldings, raising the floor and ceiling, and changing the configura 
tion of the fireplace, and removing most visible signs of the 
18th-19th century construction. The kitchen is 18' x 18' with a 
loft above.

Interior

Details of particular note in the main unit are the fireplace 
mantels, wide plank floors, paneled windows, and several doors with 
curly maple wood grain painting.

The original building had a summer kitchen attached to the 
rear of the kitchen. This was removed sometime before 1900.

Located in an area $oned "limited business", the 2/3 acre lot with 
tree and shrubbery screening provides an aesthetic sitting for the 

Van Buskirk/Oakley House.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Van Buskirk/Oakley House is an unusually fine example 

of transitional vernacular Federal/Greek Revival style architecture 
in Bergen County. It is certainly the best building of its period 
in Oradel. Built around 1834 the house projects a feeling of 
massive formality, but without pretense. The Van Buskirk/Oakley 
House was probably constructed by a highly skilled, (but unidenti 
fied) carpenter/master builder. The paneled entablatures over the 
windows, the dentil molding beneath the eaves, the front two column 
portico covering the entranceway, the sidelights and transom with 
leaded glass creating circles and ellipses, the detailed moldings, 
semi-circular leaded windows just beneath the roof peak, and the 
fireplace mantels and window easements in the interior are almost 
perfectly intact making this building a pristine example of pattern 
book architecture of the second quarter of the 19th century.

While Bergen County is noted for its 18th century stone houses 
built by the Dutch settlers and their ancestors there is also an 
architectural heritage of substantially detailed and elegant frame 
dwellings from the late 18th-mid-19th centuries. This is not unexpec 
ted considering the fine craftswork emanating from the Hackensack 
area in this period.

At least two other extant buildings in Bergen County exhibit 
features similar, although not identical, to the Van Buskirk/Oakley 
House. The Jacob Zabriskie House (HABS-NJ-157),ca. 1824, in Paramus 
has similar massing and fenestration but a gambrel roof while the 
Parsonage of the Paramus Reformed Church (National Register 2/25/75), 
said to have been built by John C. Bogert in 1833, has similar 
details and a gable roof, but is only one room deep.

While the elegance of the Van Buskirk/Oakley House indicates 
that its owners were of some prominence in the area, they held no 
political or social offices. The house, therefore, is one of the 
last tangible remants of the family in Oradel.

Chronological History of the Van Buskirk/Qakley Farmstead

Colonial - Van Buskirks owned large tracts of land in the region 
before 1770.

- Kinderkamack Road appears to date considerably before 
the Revolution.

- Robert Erskine's Revolutionary War maps indicate the 
road and several buildings, but there is no building 
shown at this location.
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1795 - Abraham Van Buskirk's landholdings are divided; John J. 
Van Buskirk acquiring 180 acres on which this house was 
to be eventually built (Bergen County Deeds, 3/10/1795, 
Book M, p. 430).

- As John J. Van Buskirk already had a home further to 
the north it is unlikely that he built the earlier wing 
at this time (R. McMahon interview 11/24/78).

1806 - Children of John given an equal, but undivided share in 
the farm (Bergen County Deeds, 9/29/1806, Book 4, p. 
358-65).

- Oldest son Abraham is heir apparent, but he died around 
1822, still a young man. This complicates ownership 
later. 

1820 - Earlier wing perhaps built for Abraham.
- Hetty Van Buskirk, the eldest, married Fanning Tucker

Oakley; lived to the north. 
1823-24 - Abraham's death creates legal ownership for next decade.

- Property up for auction, no mention of a house. (Bergen 
County Deeds, 1823, Book V2, p. 1 and Hackensack Star 
and Bergen Farmer 7/21/1824). Possibly a sheriff's 
sale.

- Land divided up by Orphans Court because of two underage 
children in claims. (Bergen County Orphans Court, 
3/20/1824, Book D, p. 21).

- Fanning and Hetty Oakley mortgage property. No mention 
of buildings (Bergen County Mortgages, 7/10/1824, Book 
F, p. 258).

- As the result of a subsequent sheriff's sale the family
loses possession of the property for a time. 

1831 - Somehow reacquiring the farm Lucrietta Van Buskirk,
wife of John Van Buskirk and mother of Hetty prepares a 
will which gives property to Hetty and her husband.
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1831-36 - With the future legal title of the property confirmed 
Hetty and Fanning build the main house; oral family 
histories say 1834 or 1835. (R. McMahon, 11/24/1978).

- In the last years of her life Lucrietta lived in the 
house in question with Hetty and Fanning.

1836 - Lucrietta Van Buskirk dies. Property given to Hetty
and Fanning (Bergen County Wills, 11/3/1836, Book E f p. 
74).

1877 - Fanning Tucker Oakely (born 1797) dies.
1881 - Hester (Hetty) Van Buskirk Oakley dies (born 1799).

- Abraham Oakley (1829-1900) inherits property, but 
probably was managing the farm years before.

1900 - Abraham dies intestate. Fanning T. Oakley II (1859- 
1943) ran the farm as his father aged. Two children 
divide the farm; daughter Margaretta Oakley (1862-1958), 
married to John Hoyt in 1885, receiving the lot on which 
the house stands. (R. McMahon letter, 3/13/1978).

1938 - John Hoyt dies.
1958 - Margaretta Oakley Hoyt dies.

- Cornelia Hoyt (1896-1977) inherits house. 
1977 - Cornelia Hoyt dies.

- Property purchased from estate by Louis Esler, the 
current owner.

Building is presently (11/1978) being sensitively rehabilitated 
for a real estate office.
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Bergen County Deeds - Abraham Van Buskirk to John Van Buskirk
3/10/1795 Book M, p. 430; John Van Buskirk to children (equal 
share, undivided, of farm) 9/29/1806 Book 4, p. 358, 361, 
365.

Bergen County Wills - Lucrietta Van Buskirk, wife of John, made 
1831, proved 11/3/1836, Book E, p. 74.

Bergen County Mortgages - Fanning and Hetty Van Buskirk Oakley, 
7/10/1824, Book F, p. 258.

Bergen County Orphans Court - Book D, p. 21, 3/20/1824.

McMahon, Reg. Considerable data was supplied by McMahon, whose 
wife is a descendent of the Van Buskirk/Oakley family.


