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DESCRIPTION

rorm 2_story, T-plan, center tower and side wing CONST. 1891
MATERIALs Brick on stone foundation 2?&55 Second Empire

FENESTRATION __Flat arches main block, Yyound arches in roof dormers

DIST. FEATUREs _Bell cast mansards, roof cresting _

ALTERATIONS Door replaced, aluminum storms, painted unlfo_rm color, porch replaced

SITE & RELATED STR.
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STATEMENT

The Sharon House is an interesting expression of the Second Empire style. Its
relatively late date may account for the overall symmetry of form, but the strong
verticality and richly ornamented roofscape are clearly of the Victorian age.

The uniform covering of paint partly obscures the original texture of the walls,
but does focus attention on the polygonal, bellcast mansards. The wrought iron
cresting is particularly noteworthy, as is the tower, with its rather large
window area. .

SOURCES

Oszuscik, Phillippe, "A History of the Architecture and Urbanization of
Nineteenth Century Davenport, Iowa,'" Ph.D. Dissertation, University of
Iowa, 1979, p. 319.

34N 1LI3LIHONHY




/

AIGNIFICANCE
. This building is associated with Fred B. Sharon, a prominent Irish-American and
the publisher of the Iowa Catholic Messenger. Because this building is located T
in the traditional Irish neighborhood, its significance is heightened. -
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DESCRIPTION
Fred B. Sharon moved to Davenport in 1882 and worked with his brother Thomas L.
Sharon in the production of the Iowa Catholic Messenger. In 1888 when Thomas
died, Fred took over the job of publisher of the paper. The Messenger was
distributed over a large region and under the Sharon brothers leadership became
an important Catholic publication.
Fred Sharon was-.also connected with sthe city's financial institutions - incorpora-
tor and vice-president of Union Savings Bank, 1891-1902; incorporator of Citizens
Trust and Savings Bank, 1906; and incorporator and director of the Home Building
Loan and Savings Association, 1890-1910. Sharon was also a leader in the Irish-
American community through such organizations as the Ancient Order of Hibernian.
SOURCES
Ringold, E. M., "Davenport Irish," Federal Writers Project, June, 1939.
Downer, Harry E., History of Davenport and Scott County, Iowa, Vol. II, Chicago:
§. J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1910, pp. 1016-1017.
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