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DESCRIPTION
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

(The following is taken, in part, from the architectural information compiled by
Mr. Harley McKee, National Park Service, in August, 1972.)

"A. General Statement

1.

Architectural Merit and Interest: a substantial public building of the late
nineteenth century, of pleasing composition and simple, bold details, with
important historical associations.

B. Detailed Description of Exterior

1.

Overal] Dimehsions: about 68 feettby 72 feet. The 1aybut is roughly

L-shaped. Two stories.
Foundation: "... not differentiated from rest of the wall ..."

Wall Construction, Finish, and Color: the exterior walls are rock faced
sandstone ashlar. The material was quarried at the site of the present
State Prison on East Fifth Street, Carson City.

Each course is almost exactly one foot high; there are 27 courses from grade
level to the bottom of the frieze.

Structural System, Framing; exterior bearing walls of sandstone ashlar.
Openings:

a. Doorways and Doors: the first floor doorways are similar (except for
one which has been altered). Segmental-arched masonry opening with
dressed voussoirs, keystone, and dressed plain trim. There is a glazed
transom, below which are double doors, each having a small moulded
lower panel above which are two talled moulded glazed panels.

b. Windows: window openings are segmental-arched and the trim is similar
to that of the doorways, although the window openings are narrower.
Sash and double hung, one light over one Tight. Sills are dressed
sandstone.

Roof:
a. Roof Shape, Covering: the roof of each wing is gabled.
b. Cornice: there is a moulded wooden cornice which returns a considerable

distance at the corners of the gable ends. It has ornamental brackets
in pairs; between each pair, there is a moulded panel in the frieze."
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"The Nevada State Printing Office is a substantial stone building which complements
the more imposing State Capitol across the street. It was the first addition in what
has become a cluster of State buildings in this section of Carson City, and was the
first State Printing Plant." (From HABS report by S. Allen Chambers, Jr.)

The State Printing Office was authorized by law in 1885 with an appropriation of
$5,000. Subsequent fees increased the total cost to $9,744.

.-For 3/4 of a century, all printed matter produced under state auspices was done
within the State Printing Office. A second printing office, occupied in 1964, left
the ol1d stone building devoid of its original use. However, the building continues
to serve Nevada by housing offices of state and federal agencies.

From an architectural standpoint, the 01d State Printing Office is significant for
its stylistic associations with the State Capitol Building, a National Register
Tisting (June, 1975). Even apart from this association, the building is significant
as an important example of period governmental architecture.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The 01d State Printing Office occupies lots 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, and the north
17 feet of lots 8 and 9 of Block 3, Sears, Thompson, and Sears Division of
Carson City.
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