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The Al Ringling house is a two-and-one-half-story late Richardsonian Roman-

esque mansion of rock-faced Lake Superior brownstone from the Port Wing quarry

and trimmed with smooth-faced brownstone. The house has a steep-pitched hip roof
broken by gables and a three-and-one-half-story, square, hip-roofed tower at

the northeast corner. The picturesque effect of the silhouette is heightened

by four tall chimneys. Around the tower is a veranda. Both it and a porte-cochere,
located on the south side of the house, are supported by polished granite columms.
Though the house giyes the impression of great mass, it has ample fenestration.

A one-story addition built of brownstone salvaged from the original carriage
house was added to the west side by the Elks Club in 1948. This wing has no
Lﬂﬁﬂﬁ@gchitectural or historical significance amd=is net-inetuded—imthe nomiretion.

. _Its demolition would not constitute an adverse effect upon the house.

Y o ,

SH 7gach room on the ground floor is decorated in a different style. One enters
from the east through a vestibule and arrives in a broad, oak-finished hall. :
On the left is a reception room decorated in a Louis XV style with white-enameled
woodwork, silk-coyered paneling, mahogany trim, and a Mexican marble fireplace.
Beyond the reception room was a billard room. Now used as a small dining room,
it has a beamed cediling and a panoramic landscape scene painted above oak paneling.
Across from this was the oak-beamed "Gothic" dining room, now a small cocktail
lounge. The original kitchen was remoyed when the 1948 addition was built.

Between the reception xoom and the billard room is an oak staircase that ascends
at right angles to the hall. Slightly aboyve the landing is a small conservatory.
The second floor contained bedrooms, now converted to game rooms, and was simply
decorated. In the basement was a ballroom which has become a cocktail lounge.

The Al Ringling mansion has been well-maintained by the Elks Club. Its modifica-
‘tions have had minimal effect on the integrity of the building, and many of
the original fixtures and furnishings are still intact.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

At the time of its completion in 1906, the Al Ringling mansion was hailed as the
"finest home in the county."l Tt is a late example of Richardsonian Romanesque
domestic architecture and is noteworthy for the richness of its interior decora-
tion. It is unusual to find a mansion of this size and style outside of major
urban areas. The house is a landmark in Baraboo and is historically significant
for its association with\Al Ringling.

Albrecht C. Ringling (1852- 1916) was the son of August and Marie Ringling and the
eldest sibling of a family that included seven brothers and one sister. He was
trained to follow his father's occupation of carriage building, but he became
interested in the circus, and, in the mid-1870's, he began to perform with a
succession of small circuses. In 1882 he organized, with four of his brothers,
the Ringling Bros. Classic and Comic Concert Co. This led to the formation in
1884 of the Ringling Bros. Circus which by 1907 developed into the country's
largest circus empire.

Al Ringling remained attached to Baraboo throughout his life. 1In 1905 he decided
to build a mansion on the site of his parents' home. The house was completed in

‘December, 1906, and Al occupied it with his wife, Louise, until his death in 1916.

The house was owned by the Ringling family until it was purchased by the Elks
Club in 1936.

lgaraboo Weekly News, Wednesday, December 5, 1906.
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Section number 10 Page 1. Ringling, Albrecht C., House
Sauk Countv, Wisconsin .

The original nomination for the Albrecht C. Ringling House was prepared without a
verbal boundary description or a boundary justification. The followmg information
amends the original nomination.

10. Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description:

The Albrecht C. Ringling House property consists of lots 1 2 and 3, block 12, original
plat, City of Baraboo.

Boundary Justification

* 1

The nominated boundary corresponds to the historic parcel of the Ringling House and
garage (no longer extant). The nominated parcel includes the Historic house and its
additions. The current (1999) legal parcel for the property also includes lot 4, block 12.
However, lot 4 is occupied by a paved parking area. The parking lot replaces a house that
occupied the parcel adjacent to the Ringling property.
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