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\&;lléﬂﬁﬁre de Venture is located on the west side of Rose Hill

.’F/éSENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Y !

Road, north of "Rose Hill," south of the intersection of
Rose Hill Road, Bumpy Oak Road, Marshalls Corner Road and

Maryland Route 225, about three miles west of La Plata,
Maryland.

\Habre de Venture is an irregular five-part Maryland
manor-style house composed of three different early building
methods and arranged in an arc. The central section is a
brick, one-and-one-half story house with a gambrel roof.
There are five bays in the north elevation including one
which is a door; and one of the five bays of the south ele-
vation is a door. \

There are three dormers in the lower portion of the
gambrel roof just above an overhanging porch, or porte
cochere, on the entrance (north) side which is supported by

8ix plain, square columns. There is a raised, screened porch

of twentieth-century vintage on the south facade. This main
section is raised on a brick base. The porch roofs as well
as the other roofs are wood shingle. The hyphen to the north-

‘west is a section of the house in its own right but smaller,

with an elevated gambrel roof. This brick section is three
bays long with two dormers. The brick is Flemish bond with

.glazed headers.

The hyphen connects a small, two-story frame wing, set
perpendicular to the hyphen; this wing has brick end walls
with an internal chimney at the-north and south ends. To
the east of the central sectionmis a small, completely frame,
one-and-one-half story, gambrel roof structure with no dor-
mers, that served as Thomas Stone's law office. It has an
external chimney at the southeast end and the framing is visi-
ble on the interior.

The living room paneling from the main section of the
house is now in the Baltimore Museum of Art, Baltimore,
Maryland, but other early paneling and woodwork remains.

~ The paneling in the museum continues to have its original,
and early, coat of paint. The paneling now in the house was
reconstructed and installed during the Vischer restoration
in 1945.

The 1972 owner restored the house and also built a poly-
gonal, brick toolhouse for the garden needs as well as a
gambrel roof garage.

\Habre de Venture is a working farm where thoroughbred

horses are bred and raised. B
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Habre de Venture

#6. REPRESENTATIQN IN EXISTING SURVEYS continued
Historic American Building Survey
Federal 1969

Library of Congréss
Washington, D. C. Code: 11

$7. DESCRIPTION continued

The square on the map comprising two hundred and fifty-
six acres is designated because the property served as the
home of a signer of the Declaration of Independence and the
acreage is needed to interpret the rural setting of that
period. .

(1 of 4 continuation sheets)
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STATEMENT OF Si-GNlFICANCE

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

Habre de Venture has an unusual floor plan. Henry

Plantation Houses of Maryland. The architectural quallty

of the house is attested to by the fact that the living room

paneling is in the exhibit of room interiors in the Baltimore
Museum of Art, Baltimore, Maryland. Although rehabilitated,

Habre de Venture retains much of its early character.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Thomas Stone (1743-1787), a Signer of the Declaration:

of Independence, built Habre de Venture after 1771 and

lived there for the remainder of his life. A native of
Nanjemoy Hundred, Charles County, he had moved to Annapolis

to study law under Maryland's first elected governor

(1777-1779), Thomas Johnson (1732-1819). 1In 1764 Stone was
~admitted to the Maryland Bar after which he moved to Frederick
~as did Thomas Johnson, John Hanson and Francis Scott Key.

Stone chose a Charles County bride, Margaret Brown,
- daughter of Dr. Gustavus Richard Brown (1747-1804), a
| physician to George Washington. Stone abandoned Frederick
' after the death of his father, Daniel Stone, returning to
his native Charles County. Within a month afterwards, Thomas,
his mother Elizabeth Jenifer Stone, and his younger brother
John Hoskins Stone (1745-1804) (Governor of Maryland 1794-
1797) filed the inventory of Daniel Stone's estate. Thomas
| Stone had purchased 442 acres from Daniel Jenlfer, the
" nucleus of Stone's estate.

After re-establishing himself in Charles County, Stone
entered Maryland politics and, later, national politics. 1In
- the 1770's Marylanders were beginning to question the legality
| of the royal authority imposed without the consent of the
~governed. Bostonians threw British tea into the harbor while
Marylanders, in 1774 tested the legality of the British
SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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Recorders:

William D. Morgan, Maryland Historical Trust, 94 College
Avenue, Annapolis, Maryland 21401.

‘Nancy Miller, Historian, MarYland/Historical Trust.

J. Rlchard RlVOlre, Maryland Hlstorlcal Trust.
SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE proPERTY |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE | LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Sebénds
N | 38° 32 08" | 77° 02 43" ° . ° S
NE [38° 32' 08" | 77° 02’ 03"
SE 38° 31 36" 77° 02’ 03"
SW 38°¢ 31 36 °* 772 Q2 43"

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 256 acres
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Mrs. Preston Parish, Keeper of the Maryland Register
ORGANIZATION DATE

Maryland Historical Trust February 2,197

STREET AND NUMBER:

94 College Avenue

CITY OR‘TOWN: STATE CODE
Annapolis

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set M

forth by the National Park Service. The r mended
or v the Tation a ¢ recom ¢ Chief, Office ofArcheology anﬂzstonc Preservation

level of significance of this nomination is:

National [3g State Local

Name &ﬁm& /@Qﬂm R ’/5/3//7»

Orlando Ridout IV

3 3 .

Title

for Maryland
February 3, 1972

‘Date

PN AT N7

33

SNOTLONAELSNIL



MHT CH-5

Form 10-3000 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE ‘
July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Maryland ...

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |counTy
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Char les

(Continuation Sheet)

(Number all entries)

Habre de Venture

#8. SIGNIFICANCE continued

poll tax. Thomas Stone, a loyal British subject, defended
the tax in court. Thomas Johnson, William Paca and Samuel
Chase were among those who opposed it.

Within a year, by 1775, Stone became affected by the
contagious germ of revolutionary forces. On July 8, 1775, he,
as a Maryland delegate to the Continental Congress, signed
its petition of protest addressed to George III. Still unsure
of the appropriate reaction to "taxation without representation"
Stone, in April of 1776, still hoped that reconciliation with
England was possible. However, having said "...war, anvthing
is preferable to a surrender of our rights," he finally
reached the decision to declare himself for separation from
England through putting his signature on the Declaration of
Independence.

Thomas Stone, a great-grandson of William Stone, a seven-
teenth-century Maryland Provincial Governor, continued to serve
his state and country as State Senator and as a Delegate to
the Congress under the Articles of Confederation. In 1784
Congress chose him for Chairman,a position he held for a few
days. In 1787 he was chosen as a delegate to the Constitutional}
Convention, a position he declined. On October 5, 1787, while
waiting to depart on an ocean voyage to improve his failing
health, Stone died. From that time until 1945 Habre de Venture
remalned in the hands of Thomas Se/né s descendants.

Michael Stone, early twentieth-century owner, sold the
"Great Room" paneling to the City of Baltimore which gave it,
in 1928, to the Baltimore Museum of Art.

In 1945 Mr. Peter ViSCher, a New York newspaper man and .
magazine publisher, and his wife, an author using the
pseudonym, Helen Lombard, as well as being a journalist, pur-
chased Habre de Venture, restored the house and established
a stable in which to breed thoroughbred horses. The Vischer
"Burgundy and White" stable colors were seen at the Laurel,
Bowie and Pimlico race tracks before Mr. Vischer's death.
Mrs. Vischer has continued to hold a license to race in
Maryland (1970).
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#9. REFERENCES continued
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