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256-274 Haven Sti?ee-t  

Name ri*,i^.X:jr.^ -̂̂  -a. 

g i n a l d w e l l i n g s 

sent dv7el l i n g s 

p:E3 Pr iva te i n d i v i d u a l 
P r iva te organizat ion 

Public 

g i n a l owner Edwin Manning 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1886 

^ \Av^K-^>AAAAXr. 

%A]-
V.\A, 

Source W a d l i n , C o n c e r n i n g t h e Past 

S ty le I t a l i a n a t e 

A r c h i t e c t 

E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c c l a p b o a r d s 

Outbuildings - -

a p-7 
Major a l t e r a t i o n s (wi th dates) 

v a r i o u s doorway a l t e r a t i o n s 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage 12,826 so . f t . 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l P r e s e r v a t i o n Se t t ing t h e row f a c e s s o u t h . 
A s s o c i a t e s 

Organizat ion Reading H i s t o r i c a l c l o s e t o s t r e e t 

Date November 30 

f.Stnplo add i t i ona l sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

Row housing was not a t a l l common i n Reading, p o s s i b l y because people 
came t o the town s p e c i f i c a l l y seeking the freestanding, suburban-type 
house. These row houses, although b u i l t i n 1886, suggest the e a r l i e r 
I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e , w i t h t h e i r strong v e r t i c a l l i n e s and two-story, 
gable-roofed bays. F l a t caps over the windows are another I t a l i a n a t e 
f e a t u r e . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

These row houses were b u i l t by Edwin Manning i n 1886, on p a r t of what 
had been S y l v e s t e r Harnden's l a r g e m i l l y a r d . The Harnden F u r n i t u r e 
Company was begun i n 1828, and by the 1860's, i t was producing more than 
2,500 r e f r i g e r a t o r s a year. The m i l l y a r d , l o cated on the east side of 
Main S t r e e t , was b i s e c t e d by a small lane, over which a b r i d g e - l i k e 
s t r u c t u r e was erec t e d , t o l i n k s p e c i a l i z e d production u n i t s . I n 1889, 
t h i s lane was s t i l l i n existence; i t was sometimes c a l l e d Howard Place.. • 
Later, i t became the eastern p a r t of Haven S t r e e t . 

Edwin Manning a l s o had a cabinetmaking business i n 19th-century Reading. 
I n 1878, he moved i t from the depot area t o the o l d Harnden m i l l y a r d , 
which he apparently had purchased. He s t a r t e d making improvements 
immediately, and a d e s c r i p t i o n of the business appeared i n the September 
7, 1878, C h r o n i c l e . However, i n May of 1879, the Chronicle r e f e r s t o a 
mortgage.e'.s a u c t i o n concerning the p r o p e r t y , and a n o t i c e of insolvency 
followed w i t h i n the month. Only a few weeks t h e r e a f t e r , though, the 
Chronicle r e p o r t e d t h a t Manning had s t a r t e d a steam j o b b i n g m i l l . The 
1882 business d i r e c t o r y locates him on Main S t r e e t , and l i s t s him as a 
f u r n i t u r e maker. 

Manning's occupation apparently changed i n 1884, when the e n t i r e m i l l y a r d 
was l e v e l e d by f i r e . The business d i r e c t o r i e s of 1889 and 1890 l i s t him 
as a b u i l d e r . This reference may be a t l e a s t p a r t i a l l y due t o Manning's 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of these row houses on p a r t of h i s former m i l l y a r d . Man­
ning must have continued i n t h i s occupation: i n 1898, he moved h i s 
house from the corner of Main and Haven Str e e t s down t o Salem S t r e e t 
(form no. B-34 on the H i s t o r i c a l and A r c h i t e c t u r a l I n v e n t o r y , Reading, 
Massachusetts), and b u i l t a business block i n i t s stead. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

1889 map - Mrs. E.H. Manning (Mrs. Edwin H. Manning, or Mrs. Frances 
Manning)  

Eaton, Memorial Volume 
Eaton, H i s t o r y of Reading, Massachusetts  
Wadlin, Concerning the Past 
1906 map - L.G. Howard (Luther G.) • 
1890, 1900 v a l u a t i o n books 
1889, 1890 b u s i n e s s ' d i r e c t o r i e s 20M-2/80 
Chronicle, Sept. 7, 1878; May 3, 1879; June 7, 1879 



•INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATIO.N SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM^SSION • 
Office of the Secretary, Bostm 

COTimunity: 

Reading 

Form No: 

B-65 

Property Name: 

Indicate each item on inventory foim which is being continued below. 

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 

This property i s s i g n i f i c a n t (1) as one of Reading's few examples of row 
housing; (2) f o r i t s connection w i t h prominent l o c a l f u r n i t u r e maker and 
b u i l d e r Edwin Manning; and (3) as a l a r g e l y i n t a c t example of vernacular 
I t a l i a n a t e a r c h i t e c t u r e . I t r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t ­
t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, and f e e l i n g , and meets C r i t e r i a A, B, and C 
of the N a t i o n a l Register. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



NPS Form 10-900.. OMB No. 1024-0018 
p l j j ) Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service Wh^ «PS US» onijf 

Nat ional Register of H is tor ic Places ^»ved <̂ /̂ /s, 
Inventory—Nominat ion Form «̂m«red 

Continuation sheet Item number Page S- ̂ j-^ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review ^ Date/Signature 

71. Parker, Joseph, House 

. Date/Signature 

Entered In th« 

Hegister 
Attest 

72. Parker, William, House National Begleter -(deeper AA^^^'^^'^^^-'-'ASy^^y~z9-ty 

Attest 
Entered I n tEs Enterea In tns l y /> ^ y 

73. Pierce House National fiegiater ..^pCeeper 7XA'^'-^''^^'-*-X^y'*'''^~t 

Attest 

74. Pierce Organ Pipe Factory ^a^lonf l^Register ^^^^^^ { A A j ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f 7 ^ y ^ 7 -Z9 -t 

X . . v̂- Attest 
Entered In thflr 

75. Pratt House Katlonal Register p e e p e r ?VW>/ 

Attest 
Entered In the 

76. 
Entered in xns . y y. 

Pratt, Stillman, House National Eegtster ^^eeper , - ^ d c A ^ . ^ ^ / ^ y t ^ 7~/f-^A 

Attest 

Enterefl Tn lT5e 
77. Reading Municipal Bui ld ing ^ ^ l o n a l ^ R e g i ^ t e i y ^ e p e r / ^ . . ^ ^ ^ f - ^ / 

Attest 
Entered I n tKe 

78. Reading Municipal Light and j j ^ J ^ ^ a l Begister A ^ e p e r X l M - ^ y L ^ u ^ ^ y ^ ^ 7 7 ? - ^ / 
Power Station w V ~ 

Entered I n tl ie Attest 
Natloiaal Begister 

79. Roberts House pTeeper XiU,.'.^^..,^,Xzyt>^ 7-z9-t^ 

Attest 

80. Rowhouses at 256-274 Haven ̂ .̂ .̂̂ '̂̂  ̂  j ^ e p e v AX^A.^'^^.^yi.^^....^^ 7-/^-^y 

National Begtster ^^ttest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

A" ' UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Rowhouses at 256—274 Haven Street 
(Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

n resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CH owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample • request 

Working No. JUN . 4 1984 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: 2 " ' - * 
Action: 

Entered In tha 
National Eeglster 

irACCEPT . 
_RETURN. 
_REJECT_ 

Ay-/9-^y^ 
7-z9'^A 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal im NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classif ication 

Category Ownership 
Public Acxjuisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes n no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 

.. i';^;*; ':-A. . <'•: ' -t-:sr* 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
CD context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


