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ginal dwellings
sent dv7ellings

p:E3 Private individual
Private organization

Public
ginal owner Edwin Manning
DESCRIPTION:
Date 1886
Source Wadlin, Concerning the
Style Italianate
" AAVIK-> AAAAXT . Architect

OhA] -
V.\A,

Recorded by Architectural

Associates
Organization

Date November 30

Reading Historical

fabric

Exterior wall clapboards

Outbuildings - -

Major alterations (with dates)

various doorway alterations

Moved no Date
Approx. acreage 12,826 so. ft.
Preservation Setting the row faces south.

close to street
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ARCH TECTURAL SIGNLFH CANCE  (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate i nterms of other buildings within comrunity)

Row housing was not at all conmon i n Readi ng, possibly because people
canme t o the town specifically seeking the freestanding, suburban-type
house. These row houses, although built i n 1886, suggest the earlier
Italianate style, with their strong vertical lines and two-story,
gable-roofed bays. Flat caps over the windows are another Italianate
feature.

HSTCR CAL SIGNFICANCE (explain therole owners played i nlocal or state history
and how t he building relates tothe devel opment of the comunity)

These row houses were built by Edwin Manning i n 1886, on part of what
had been Sylvester Harnden's large mllyard. The Harnden Furniture

Conmpany was begun i n 1828, and by the 1860's, it was producing nore than
2,500 refrigerators a year. The millyard, located on the east side of
Main Street, was bisected by a small |ane, over which a bridge-Ilike
structure was erected, to link specialized production units. | n 1889
this lane was still i nexistence; it was sometimes called Howard Place.. -
Later, it becanme the eastern part of Haven Street.

Edwi n Manning also had a cabinetmaking business i n 19th-century Reading.
In 1878, he noved it from the depot area to the ol d Harnden millyard,
which he apparently had purchased. H started making improvements

i mmedi ately, and a description of the business appeared i nthe Septenber
7, 1878, Chronicle. However, i n My of 1879, the Chronicle refers to a
mortgage.e'.s auction concerning the property, and a notice of insolvency
followed within the month. Only a few weeks thereafter, though, the
Chronicle reported that Manning had started a steam jobbing mill. The
1882 business directory locates himon Main Street, and lists himas a
furniture maker.

Manning's occupation apparently changed i n 1884, when the entire millyard
was |eveled by fire. The business directories of 1889 and 1890 Iist him

as a builder. This reference may be at |east partially due to Manning's
construction of these row houses on part of his former mllyard. Man-
ning must have continued i nthis occupation: i n 1898, he noved hi s

house from the corner of Main and Haven Streets down t o Salem Street
(form no. B-34 on the Historical and Architectural Inventory, Reading,
Massachusetts), and built a business block inits stead

BLI GZRAPHY and/ or REFEFREINCES

1889 map - Ms. EH Manning (Ms. Edwin H Manning, or Ms. Frances
Manni ng)

Eaton, Memori al Vol unme

Eaton, History of Reading, Massachusetts

Wadlin, Concerningthe Past

1906 map - L.G Howard (Luther G) .
1890, 1900 valuation books
1889, 1890 bhusiness'directories 20M 2/ 80

Chronicle, Sept. 7, 1878; My 3, 1879; June 7, 1879



JNVENTORY FORM CONTINUATIO.N SHEET COTimunity: Form No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSON .
Office of the Secretary, Bostm Reading B-65

Property Name

Indicate each item on inventory foim which is being continued below.

CRI TERI A FCR EVALUATI ON

This property i ssignificant (1) as one of Reading's fewexanples of row
housing; (2)forits connection with promnent local furniture maker and
builder Edwin Manning; and (3) as a largely intact exanple of vernacular
Italianate architecture. | tretains integrity of location, design, set-
ting, materials, workmanship, and feeling, and nmeets Criteria A, B, and C
of theNational Register.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name Reading Multiple Resource Area
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUZETTS
Nomination/Type of Review A Date/Signature
71. Parker, Joseph, House )
Hegister
Attest
Entered In th«
72. Parker, William, House National ~ Begleter -(deeper AANVNININN T AQIVY~Z0-ty
Attest
Enteead |H #hes |y /> A y
73. Pierce House National fiegiater ."pCeeper TXAN NN E X N* At
Attest
74. Pierce Ogan Pipe Factory “a”l onfl|~Regi ster ~MwWw {AAJANAANTT Ny NT-Z9 .
En?<ered InAt\ﬁfIr Attest
75. Pratt House Kat | onal Register peeper ?VWE/
Att est
Enteresd | A Xe .y y.
76.  Pratt, Stillnman, House Nati onal Eegtster "eeper ,-NAdCAN AN AytA 7~/f-
At t est
i . o En‘erefl TnIT5e i
77. Reading Municipal Building ~"lonal*Regi”~teiy~eper [ A A A
Attest
_ o _ Entered In tKe
78. Reading Municipal Light and jj~J*""al Begister A*eper XIM-~yL~NurryAN T772-7]
Power Station w Vv ~
Entered In tlie Attest
Natloiaal Begister
79. Roberts House pTeeper XiU,." /M A Xzyt> N 7-29-t°
Attest
80. Rowhouses at 256-274 Haven AMMWA A jhepev  AXNANMAY AN AN 7-1N-Ny
Nati onal Begtster Mt est



WASO Form - 177 A"
("R" June 1984)

' UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Rowhouses at 256—274 Haven Street
(Reading MRA)

Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS

n  resubmission
* nomination by person or local government
CH owner objection

* appeal
Substantive Review: e sample .

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

Entered | ntha
National Eeglster

request » appeal

.technical corrections cited below

.Substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership

Public Acxjuisition
4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible?

7. Description

Condition

excellent || deteriorated
CH good CD ruins
« fair unexposed

Status
Accessible

yes n no

Check one
unaltered
altered

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
CD completeness

CD clarity

CD alterations/integrity
e dates

| Iboundary selection

Working No. JN .4 18
Fed. Reg. Date:

Date Due:  2"'-* Ay-/9-"yN
Action: irACCEPT . 7-Z9'MA
_RETURN.
_REJECT_

Federal Agency:

im NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
» original site

moved date.

-t-a*



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

CD completeness

CD clarity

CD applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource
CD context

CD relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception

* other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290



