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One of the most outstanding and probably the best maintained 
nineteenth century home in Brookings, South Dakota, is the Horace 
Fishback house at 501 8th Street. The Neo-Colonial style dwelling 
is 2-1/2 stories tall and built with clapboard siding, a cut stone 
foundation and wooden shingles on the roof. Almost square in shape, 
the house has symmetrically placed dormers on a truncated hip roof.

The front (south) facade features a portico consisting of a 
pediment supported by giant Ionic columns on bases. Within the 
portico is a balcony above the front door, which is a single leaf 
with an oval window. A transom and sidelights also enhance the 
main entrance. Other decorations include modi 11 ions beneath the 
eaves and around the pediment and a balustrade around the balcony. 
Leaded and beveled glass is seen in many windows of various shapes 
on the house. Large round-headed windows light the first floor 
livingrooms. A porte cochere extends from the west wall and an 
enclosed screened porch from the east facade.

No major alterations are evident on the exterior. A com­ 
bination barn/garage building shares the lot with this stately 
home. All are in excellent condition.
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The Horace Fishback house has remained virtually as it was 
when constructed by the elder H. Fishback in 1895. No major 
alterations have marred either the interior or the exterior. 
The house has been in the Fishback family since its construction, 
and each occupant has been careful to maintain its integrity. 
The current Mrs. Fishback has retained many of the original fur­ 
nishings and decorations, including egg and dart moulding and 
silk-covered walls. She opens her house to local clubs and college 
students for receptions and social gatherings.

The elder H. Fishback, who had the house built, was a partner 
in the Brookings County Bank, a private bank which in 1883 became 
the First National Bank. Almost a century has passed, but Fishbacks 
are still involved in local banking, and their home is still one of 
the most outstanding homes in Brookings.
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