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The stage station is a 3-bay, 2 -story log structure, rectangular in plan, with wide door 
openings on each wall and long, narrow window openings on the upper stories. The 
construction is of hand-hewn logs joined with V'-notching at
the corners and at partitions. The roof is a moderately-pitched gable type with logs 
filling the gable ends. The roofing material is not discernible. The sheathing boards 
consist of 1" x 6" planks laid across the log rafters from eaves to ridge. The building 
is unusually large for a log structure in Colorado.

The building reveals evidence of door and window openings on the south wall and a large 
barn door on another wall. There is also evidence that a balcony or deck originally 
projected from the second floor.Stall partitions on the ground floor of the building indicat 
its use as a stable.TEte second floor features a central hall plan and a staircase to the 
third floor; indicating occupancy by people. There is no evidence suggesting the presence 
of an interior staircase connecting ground and upper levels. Instead, it is likely that 
access to the upper level was gained by means of an exterior staircase, effectively 
separating the animals from the living quarters of the people above.

The structure is currently in need of stabilization and repairs and National Register 
designation should encourage its rehabilitation. It is the intent of the Forest Service 
to acquire and maintain the building.

The building is situated at Gore Pass Celevation 9,524) just off the old 
stagecoach road south of Rt. 84 in Routt National Forest. The nominated 
area includes . the land on which the building sits, extending to 
the roadway running just to the south of the building, and fifteen 
feet from all exterior walls to the north, east, and west.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Gore Pass Stage Station is significant because of its importance as a main point on th< 
early transportation route in Routt and Grand counties, and as one of the few remaining 
examples of this building type in Colorado.

Gore Pass was named for Sir John Gore, an Englishman who went through that country on a 
hunting trip in 1855, guided by Jim Bridger. The Indians continued to use the road he had 
made for some years later. On November 6, 1861, the first railroad charter granted by any 
legislative body in the U.S. was given to the Union Pacific Railway, then known as the 
Colorado & Pacific Wagon, Telegraph and Railroad Company. At this time, Captain Berthoud 
made a survey of the mountain part of the territory with a view to building a road for 
overland stages. The new route extended from the Colorado-Kansas border via Denver, 
Golden, Clear Creek, South Clear Creek, Berthoud Pass,, More's Creek, Hot Springs, Gore's 
Pass, along various tributaries of the Bear River, Yellow Jacket Pass, and the White River 
to the western boundary of the Colorado Territory. The Gore Pass trail was firmly 
established by the late 1860s and became a fairly well-traveled wagon route during the 
following years.

This stage station, historically known as the Rock Creek Stage Station, was a half-way 
station on the first mail route into the Yampa Valley established in 1878. The stage 
route operated from Georgetown to Hot Sulphur Springs, Troublesome, Rock Creek (at the 
foot of Gore Pass), Morrison Creek and Steamboat Springs. The station may have been built 
by the Gates Brothers in about 1880. The first settlements founded in the Yampa Valley 
remained small and isolated due to transportation problems. The difficulty of 
transportation in this isolated region made the presence of the station an important 
factor in the settlement of the area. Consequently, the station acted as a service 
center for area settlers until the completion of a Denver & Rio Grande Railroad line to 
Wolcott in 1887. A Steamboat-Wolcott stage line was established thereafter, providing 
more extensive stage and freighting service.

Despite its deteriorated condition, the stage station retains its overall architectural 
integrity and still reveals evidence of its original use. The interior configuration 
of the station indicates that it originally housed animals on the ground floor and people 
above on the second floor loft or attic. The occupation of the building by both people 
and animals appears to be an unusual circumstance in Colorado. Furthermore, the building 
is unusually large in size (2 stories) in order to accomodate large outfits. Typically, 
stage stations were smaller 1-story structures.

Overall, the Gore Pass Stage Station merits preservation for its important historic use 
and as a distinctive example of this building type.
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