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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Situated on a knoll approximately a mile north of Knox Butte in Linn County,
the Granville H. Baber house is fronted with a line of old oaks and overlooks the
rich bottom farmland of the Willamette Valley. Dating most probably from the
1850s, the exact date of construction is not known.

The house consists of three sections in an S-shaped plan. The east-facing
front section is a rectangle measuring about 18 x 42 feet with a pedimented por-
tico eccentrically placed on the east side with two window bays to the north and
three to the south. The roof gable ends are fully pedimented and 1ike the portico
pediment have molded raking and horizontal cornices. A broad plain frieze sur-
rounds this portion of the house and the portico. Window architraves with lug
sills and trim molding at the top butt against the frieze. The double-hung sashes
contain nine lights over nine. The portico pediment is carried on four free-standing
fluted Roman Doric columns with four similar engaged columns against the house
wall. The center columns are farther apart in straddle fashion, with the main
door set in a shallow recess between them. This door is flanked by two smaller
engaged fluted Doric columns and sidelights with a transom window over all, and
opens into a central hall. Originally this hall was about half as deep as the
house, the west half being occupied by back~to-back fireplaces which heated two
large rooms with paneled wainscotting flanking the hall. A brick chimney with a
corbelled cap penetrated the west slope of the roof. There appears at one time
to have been one or two small bedrooms at the south end.

The gabled wing runs perpendicular to the main form starting from the south
end of the west side. The gable at the west end of this wing is pedimented with
small eave returns. The molded cornice is similar to the east block of the house.
This wing is one and a half stories in height with the second floor overhanging
the porch on the north side of the wing, which contains a kitchen and dining
room on the first floor. Access to the second floor bedrooms is by an enclosed
winding stair from the porch. Ceiling height of the kitchen and dining room is
6'-10" compared with 11'-4" for the main section, enabling cornice and gable ele- °
vations to be the same.

The wing containing a pantry, another small room, and a woodshed begins at
the west end of the south side of the kitchen wing. It has a gable roof with a
simple undetailed overhang at the gable end, and is much lower in elevation than
the rest of the house so that the ridge does not extend above the eave cornice of
the kitchen wing.

The house has been rebuilt in recent years, apparently without concern for
historical accuracy. A split shake roof and replacement of the original clap-
board siding with broader clapboards tends to change the scale of the house. .The
central chimney has been removed and replaced with single firep]ace and exterior
chimney at the south end of the east block, and a block foundation has replaced
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Granville H. Baber house is one of the finest examples of the Classical Re-
vival style of architecture in Oregon. Baber, one of Oregon's early pioneers, is
thought to have built the house with its unusually fine plan, detail, and proportions
in the 1850s.

G. H. Baber arrived in Oregon City November 10, 1845. He was a native of Vir-
ginia, born the 14th of February, 1817. He grew up and was educated in what is now
West Virginia. In 1841 he moved to Jefferson County, Iowa, where he met and married
ETizabeth Jane Knox two years later. In 1845 he crossed the plains for Oregon with
his wife and her father and family. They wintered in Oregon City and then journied
to what is now Linn County, where they and others in the party including James Knox,
Anderson Cox, two men named Keez, and a Mr. Hale were the first settlers. The Baber
Donation Land Claim was for 640 acres. The discovery of gold attracted Baber to
California in 1848, where he mined successfully for three months on the American
River, returning to Oregon early in 1849. In 1851 he was elected the first County
Judge of Linn County, serving one three-year term.

It was about this time that Baber with the aid of others in the area constructed
the house. Baber is thought to have done most of the carpentry work himself, includ-
ing the fashioning of the fluted Doric columns. He is known to have brought carpen-
try tools with him across the plains, and the finishing work on the columns, main
door architrave, mortised doors, panelling and trim is of exceptionally high quality
for the time in Oregon. It took nearly a year to complete construction. According
to local tradition Baber modeled the house on childhood memories of the White House
in Washington, DC, but it would seem that one of the architectural pattern books of
the time is a more 1ikely source of plan and detail.

The exact date of construction is ungertain. Some sources place it as early as
1846, but this seems unlikely. It is known to have been built before 1860 for that
year the house was sold along with Baber's Donation Land Claim to Silas Haight. That
it was built in the early 1850s with proceeds from the California gold fields would
jeem most 1ikely; at least two other Willamette Valley settlers are known to have

onhe so.
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BABER (GRANVILLE H.) HOUSE

2. Location (cont.)

The G. H. Baber House is located 1/2 mile of the junction of Lickskillet
and Scravel Hill roads in the NE 1/4 NW 1/4 Sec. 26, T. 10 S., R. 3 W. of the
Willamette Meridian, Linn County, Oregon.

6. Representation in Existing Surveys (cont.)

Also: Statewide Inventory of Historic Sites and Buildings, 1972,
Parks and Recreation Section, Oregon State Highway Division,
Salem, Oregon 97310. (Code: 41)

7. Description (cont.)

the original piers and wooden skirting. Some interior alterations have also
been made, but the house is substantially original. The current owner seems
sympathetic to not altering the structure further.

8. Significance (cont.)

Baber moved to Albany where he was engaged in the money-lending busi-
ness until 1883, at which time he sold his business and moved to Forest
Grove. Descendants of the Haight family owned the Baber House until the
1960s.
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