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0NAIV1E 
HISTORIC 

Wiederkehr Wine Cellar 
AND / OR COMMON 

Wiederkehr Wein Keller Restaurant 

f."~LOCA TION u 
STREET & NUMBER 

St. Mary 's Hountain 
CITY. TOWN 

Altus _x VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Arkapsac:; 

UcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 

_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

X9UILDING(S) ~PRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_ OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

t1f0\'VNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Herman J. B. Wiederkehr 
STREET & NUMBER 

Route l, Box 9 
CITY. TOWN 

CODE 

05 

• 

STATUS 

XOCCUPIEO 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 

XYES : RESTRICTED 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

Altus X VICINITY OF 

1€)LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
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Franklin County Courthouse 

CITY. TOWN 
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Ej DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

X-EXCEU:ENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

__ _ RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

x..._oRIGI NAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The original wine - cellar for the Wiederkehr vineyards was dug about 
1880 by John Wiederkehr. The cellar lies beneath the Wiederkehr 
cabin, a _one-and-one-half storey log house which was also built 
about 1880. Just before the turn of the century the original cellar 
was enlarged by the addition of a wing to the south. 

Measuring approximately twenty feet by thirty feet, the original 
cellar had walls .of native .stone resting on the hard-packed -dir_t 
floor~ · Heavy posts necessary·to support the floor above bisected 
the rectangular room. In the southwest corner a small recessed 
area was used for storage of special wines. 

The c. 1900 addition gave the cellar an ell-shape floor plan. _ Like 
the original section, the west wing was lined with native stone 
bonded >vith mortar. The two-room cellar had a single entry in the 
staircase along the north wall of the original room. 

In the mid-:::.l960's the eHiederkehr wine cellar was restored to house 
the Wiederkehr Wein Keller Restaurant. The hard-packed dirt floors 
were covered with cast stone, and a second outside entry was cut 
into the north elevation. The exposed-beam ceiling in the origi­
nal cellar was refinished and the ceiling in the west wing was 
plastered. Deteriorated support posts . were replaced with logs 
t aken from the cabin above. 

Except for the addition of wooden tables and chairs, many of which 
are_ eade of old wine casks used by the Wiederkehr's, the cellar 
looks much the same now as when John Wiederkehr began storing his 
'«ine there in the late nineteenth century. The cellar remains in 
excellent condition, a tribute to the skill of its builder, John 
Wiederkehr. 
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frj SIGNIFICANCE 

'"'ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
SHISTORIC 

.Q0-1499 

_.ARCH EULOGY -PREHISTORIC 

_.ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _ RELIGION 

_ LAW 
,_. 

_SCIENCE . > 

. _1500-1599 

_1 ~00- 16 99 

_ 1700-1799 

::L 1800-1 899 

_1900-

:lLAGRICULTURE 

_.ARCHITECTURE 

_.ART 

X..COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_ EXPLORATIO N/SETTLEMENT 

X-INDUSTRY 

_INVENTI ON 

_ LITERATURE \.""' _SCULPTURE 

_ MILITARY 'w X...SOCIA UH.UMANITARIAN \} 

_MUSIC _THEATER 

_PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT John ~viederkehr 

STATEMENT OF SIGNI FICANCE 

Winemaking is one· of the oldest conunercial arts to be developed by- man. In 
l\1orth A.;nerica .. . the process of fermenting grapes into wine began · during the 
sixteenth c entury when French Hugenots in Florida · made wine from wild grapes'-. 
This . ancient art was first widely practiced in Arkansas dur ing the late · ' 
nineteenth century when new settlers emigrated from Western Europe to the 
northern hilJ section of the state. One of the earliest Arkansas winemakers 
was John Wiederkehr, who originated Wiederkehr wines. 

Hany young European -families in the late nineteenth century were drawn to the 
United Sta,tes through -the advertisements of American railroad companies . 
Tnese ads in European newspapers, magazines and printed leaf l ets offered free 
or inexpensive homesteads to families who would settle along newly laid rail­
road tracks. One such advertisement was placed by the Iron ~!ounta in Rail­
road, which sought more settlers £or a German-Swiss colony near Altus, 
Arkansas . In 1880 John and Catherine Wiederkehr r esponded t o ' this advertis~~ 
ment. They emigrated from . their native Ca nton Argau, Switzerland, and in 
December, 1880, arrived in north Arkansas. 

On the ir arrival in Altus the Wiederkehr's stayed with the local priest , 
Father Zis wyler, until the ir log house could be built. The original one- · r 

.. and-one-half storey cabin consisted of a single large room with a loft above·': 
Beneath his home ·John Wiederkehr dug a deep c e llar and lined it with bonded ·: · 
stone. Heavy wooden posts helped support the cabin floor_ The single '' 
cellar entry l ed from outside the north e levation of the cabin. The 
Wiederkehr cabin and cellar were c omple t e d within two months of the Wiederkehr's 
arrival in Altus, and were typical of the modes t homes and cellars built in 
the area at that time. 

In Switzerland John Wiederkehr had b een a shbemaker, and'he continued his 
_trade in Arkansas. Bu·t , though he made shoes and repaire d harnesses and 
leather goods for a cash income, h~s ma in interest was in farming. Among 
other crops p lanted on the forty-acre Wiederkehr farm were grapes to be used 
for jellies and juices. Extra grapes were turned into wine to be stored in · 
the Wiederkehr ce llar . 

Originally, the wi ne produced by John Wiederkehr was used only by the family; 
however, within a decade of hi s arrival i n north Arkansas, Wiederkehr had 
begun to sell his homemade wine. Using Delaware and Cynthiana grapes , 
Wiederkehr produced quality wines whose market value soon enabled him to turn 
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. his full attention.to grape.,.growing and winemaking. For the .next thirty years 
, ' · .····' ., , .. · the 'l'liederkehr' s . made a . living from the . wines they produced at their .Ozark .. ' 

vineyards. 

In 1919 Prohibition ended . commercial production of 'l'liederkehr wines, but small .... 
quantities .were still produced for private and - sacramental use. After John 
Wiederkehr 's death, · the ·farm · and vineyards were operated by his son, Herman 
J. B. Wiederkehr. With - the repeal of Prohibition, grapes from the Wiederkehr 
vineyards \vere once again - used for the commercial production of wine. The 
1500 gallon- storage capacity in 1934 had grown -to about two mi-llion gallons in 
1975. 

As the production of Wiederkehr wines increased, s0 did the need for storage 
space. About . 1900 the original cellar was more than doubled with the addit.ion 
of a wing on the west elevation . The enlarged cellar provided adequate storage 
space until mid-century when modern structures came into use. 

In 1966 the original Wiederkehr cabin was restored and remodeled for use as a 
gift shop. The cellars beneath were also restored and used to house a small 
restaurant specializing in Swiss cuisine. The cellars were furnished with -­
rustic tables and chairs, many of which were made from old wooden wine casks 
which were once used to store wine in the cellar. 

For almost a century the Wiederkehr vineyards and wine cellars have been 
operated ' as a ·family business, · with John's grandson, Alcuin Wiederkehr, now 
in charge. This Swis& immigrant family is representative of the many European 
families who moved to Arkansas in colonies in the nineteenth century. With .' 
other German-Swiss families who settled in the area; the Wiederkehrs helped_. 
make Altus one of the leading grape-growing ·and winemaking areas in the 
southwestern United States. 

Symbolic of John Wiederkehr's contributions to Arkansas ·• \vinemaking industry, 
the 1-liederkehr Wine Cellar is one of the most . imp9rtant historic sites relate¢! 
to winemaking . in Arkansas. This historic cellar, still used as a part of the 
family business, is typical of home cellars constructed for storing wine in 
late nineteenth century Arkansas, but it is one of few such cellars remaining 
in existence. 
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,· 
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:6-.0ntCt:tA\. SJ'! ( 

~:ono OATt._ __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE ~/iESE:OT ANOO AIGINAL (! Fi<NOWN) PHVSICALA?Pf.ARANC£ .• 

The original win e cella= for the Wiede rkehr vineyards was d ug about 
l SE'O hy John Wiederkshr. ·The cellar lies b e nea.th the Wiederkehr 
cabin, a one-and-one-half storey log house which was als o built 
about 1880. .Just before the turn of the centtU)' the original cellar 
~ enlargt~ by the addition of a wing to lne ~outh . 

Measur~g approXirtat~ly twenty f ,~et by thir.ty feet, the orig ina l 
cellar had walls of native stone rest~g on the hard-packed dirt 
floor . lieavy posts necessary to support the floor above bis e c ted 
the re,ctangular rO<Jm. In the southwest corner a small :::~cessed 

area was used for storage of special wines. 

'!he c>lSOO addition gave the cellar an ell-shape floor plan. Like 
tt.e orfginal section, the we st wing was } i r:ed with native stone 
bonded with IDOrtar. The two-room c e llar had a single entry in the 
staircase along the north wall of the origir.al room. 

In t !'le .. !!:id-~60 • s th~ Wiederkehr ~" ine c e llar was r estor e d to house 
the i<i eder kenr Wein Ke lle r Rn staurant . "rne ha rd-packed dire floo£s 
w~re ccve':'ed wi t..;· cas r: s t:or:e, and a sec.o;"td out s i rle. entrJ \ro.as cu t 
i..""lt:~ t~a ncr""~~ e l eve.t io:1. The expcsed-bea'11 c e iling in t he ori-c;i­
r.J.l cellar ·• .:1.s re:L, i s~"\ed and t he c~i ling iri th~ ;;es t: wing vas 
plas_t£ed . De t erioraced s upfort pos ts we re replaced wi~~ l ogs 
take~ fro~ t h e c abin above. 

Exce_? i::.' fo r t t•e add:. t.ion of wUC<ien t ables and chairs, nany o f ~o;hi c.'-1 
are t:"..lde. o7:· old-'.yine cilo. k;~ u se<l b"y the Wiederkehr's, the c ellar 
l ocks <lU~ the . ;;"=a now as when J ohn Wiede rkeh1: !)egan storL"lg h i s 
rlne th~e · i r. t.fui l a te nine t e enth c entury . The c e lla r r enair.s i n 
exce l ferit :condition,. a tributo:: to tht: skill of its build.er, J ohn 
Wieder ke!-tr. 
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SPEr.IFIC DAlES 
BUII.OElVARCH ii f.CT John Wic.der~c..'u· 

HAlE~ENT OF S• GNI FICANCE -
Win~~ing is one of t he oldest c~ercial art~ to ~a davcl~e~ b7 
North A!i!erica . the proces <J of ferme~"lting grllpes h1to wir.a b~ga.,.., c ! :­

six'l:e'!nth ce n tury whe n Fre nch Hugencts ira Flo»id.l c-.ado wir,e fr= .,. 
This a ncient art was fir s t widely pr~cticed in Ark~nsa~ dur~r.q 1:~~ 
nineteenth c e n tury \lh r.m r.&v ~ettlers emigrated frol!l t ;estern Euro~~ 

. northern hill sect i on of the statu. One of. t h e e=liest A.::kil;: ;at­
~as Jolm Wiederkehr , who origL"lated Wiil"!!~rltchr 10ine3. 

Mar.y yow1g European f <u•ilice · in t h e l a ta nir.ateenth C'..."l tu.ry >1a::e ~ 
United State s t h=-o·1gh tl-::: advertisement.;J o f h~.il .rica.~ r~il:-oad ::~-­
These a ds ln European ne..,·opnpe!"s , nagazineu ar.d pdr.ted leatl~::s r 
or i n;:; xpensive ho::cste.:tds to f <h"ti lics \o!ho ... ~u.ld sattlP. a .lo::g n=N: ; 
roa d tracks. Cr..e such e dvo~tlsc.:n.en'C w~s plAced by tht! J.r~o ,.~ ~""!': 
r oa d, w:'lich sot:ght I:'\Ore settl ers for a G~.crU-"1 -S.,.;_a:~ c -:lcf!"'~7 r..:J.:n : ;. 
Arkansa s . I n l oBO J o!"ln and Ca t herine Wi eda..:kl'h t rasr~n.C: "d 1:~ th.1 
ment . The y ~migrated frOln t heir naciv.~ C'a.<ton :.Xgau , 5-c~.!.t;.u;rlM;i, 

Dece:tober , 1930, <'.rrivcd in north Arkansas. 

On their arrival i n 1\.ltus the Wiedurke.h r•s stayed with tl:e locat·r 
Fa~her Zi s-,;y ler , until thci.~ l og hous e co ul d bo bu il t . 'rh~ c~!.Q!.i 
enj-one-h~ lf s torey cabin consist e d of a eingl u l~rga r oar. ~i~~ a 
e eneath his horne John Wiederkehr rl ug a daa p c e l lar ~•d lir.~ri i~ ~ : 

stone. Heavy '-'OOden pos t s hil li~ed s upport th<l cabin t.loor . Tl1s ~ 

c ellar entry l ed from outsid e ~he no r th e h:'J3tion o f t:h..! C3.'J!.D. 
Wiede rkehr .:abin a nd cellar to; -:lrc cc:::plc t ed '" ithin t ·.m ~~>o)nth.> o f ~·· 

arrival ir. .kltus , and we .::E: typical of t he Dxx!est hc:l«!s a.:ld c >l:..~;.,·;; 

t .he area at ~at tiJ;le. 

In SOiitza rland John Wiederk ehr h ild b een ll. &M81'1Jk<ll" , and h<~ c::JQl.r .• 

· t rade in Arkansas . But , though h.! m..'ld .. e;hct> il A.':lC r.lpaireC ~.!!'£n.ts 
l e ather goods !or a C..!!lh i ·r.c:nl:l>l , hiLl mai n intere::;t ;v!)Jl in f i\.-'"::u n 'J, 
o ther c rops pla nted on th& forty-<:J~re W! eded;"t.'lr fa1~ =re gLat"-!5 
fo r jellies and j:Ucea~ Extl.a g r apes •a-.-e t u.rnwd i nto .n~a t -3 t·.o · 
the Wiederkeh= cellar . 

Origbally, the 'Wine proJuce d by John Hie d:ultelu: ,..as csoo o nly b:t> 
however, 111ithin a decad') o! hi$ ll.tTlya l i n ·nor~'l A.rl<Jll<:~s . 'li.i~@r)c 
begun to sell his homel!lil dG ~otl.ne. !Js :l r.g DOJ l <l'.-tHci and C';~t11ia:'"- .<; -: 
tlie~rkehr produced qual \t:' .,incs t~hose n.lt:.<!t v.tllid so-;;, v;--.h~t'! ?-
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S?Er.IFIC OATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT .:;'olm ~:ie-Jerkehr 

HAT~MENT OF S.GoliFICANCE 

-c: 

Winem<L<ing i s one of t he oldas t = •'!:'e rcial arts to !:<c d~vc topPd by r:.~, . In 
.North A!:>e.r:!.c a thP. .proc~ss o! f (!=r:!n t .ing g<"G?eS into "'in.a t.·-·Q"L, c!u.r.l.ng the 
sixte':!:1ch c entury t;h.en French H1Jg'3ncts in Fl-_ -:-l.::!J. !!:a..t!e ~ t: i r,e f::c ""• "'il~ '}ra~..! S. 
This anc.i.cnt at·t "A.iS fir s~ wid~ly pructice.l in ; rf:an2a:1 C. ';t=lng t!l~ :_ .... cc~ 
nine=eenth c e ntury ''hen n~~, c:o:ottlcrs c"D.igrntc~ frc~ \-~-;seem E~rr..F;~ t:o th!.l 
northern hill. ~~ction of t~le stat•! . 0!-.c o~ ~'1e t~lie.ut 1\rka·. l :o; ~!.. .• ,!.n~ ~.: ... ke !"s 
was John \licde rt:c~r .. \o:ho c .ri:;inatcd ~ 7ic:..!~rke~ :. ·i~.:!S . 

M~.y young Eu_~cpe~n fa:.:.:.:..i~~!: · i~ tho 1- ::~ 
Un.itt:d Stat es t h ::-.:;,"J.:_:h t~1' • ?.:lvcr~:L:::~::t;..; 

:t:et~~~'- l'- c~!"',:u:=-y :: .)ro) 
c: :-::=~!..c~!"t r!i:.:-c:v: C"" 

Tn2se i'.ds ..i. n E-.:.ro:,:c:\.11 ! :2.'; : s::-.1..!.lt? ~!:. !""-: ·..,;~!.:: i;t·""Z:: .• 1 . -.~.:_:: -:. ~d :.::.::~~~1-~t~> 

c: ::.:·.~ to tl:~ 

.• .:!:-: ~ , ... .; • 
c.,.:.:_··~ .. ::: r -c~..,. 

or .i.r..~xpc'n sive l~c:.:~steaC.s to .r ..:::.,__;_.l.iC3 ·.-::o ~ J ·:.:..! s :":t!.:! c:.::..c .. ~'! r-_·.:1· · l :.:. .~ !.. ~~ ]. ­
r oad t .r .. 1::ks . c-.c such ?.d 'n:!~ ::. i.:~:-:er; c ·.---"1:; !·.:.:-.::..:c•:. ~-; t.:~._: ..:=:...--. :: ·:·:t .!L:-;;. ~ .... _;:!. ~­
r oad, ~·hic:t s ot.:.::Jht r.ore s·;ttl.c :..· s. :·o~ a G·~r:'!.~---; ::~= ·i c;.:(.; . .-'{ r.::'! --: .'..1.t. ·.~ ~ . 
Arkansas . I:t 1530 J chn a:1d C~.'l.t.h c::.·..:.~n 't:i --::..: .. . :;:~:--.: r :..<:r...-..;:::;- .! tc t'1.i~_; • :-:~rtisC.­
ment. They ern..ig::-ated fro.u the i.:: :-.."":t i.,.•:! C 'L~;:o:: ;...:. .;.:::_: , ~ ·,.~i·--· -~ :=:::..ar~ ·~ , \:!:tJ. i u 
Be.ce:iilier, 1880 , arrived i n no=t.'rt ;._r;::!n~as . 

On their arrival in l~ltus the 1-ii!..:d~rkch r' s ~ ~v.~·.o.:: ~J.tb t!:c 1~~ -"\ !. r:-ir:~-::; 
Fa-ther Ziswyler , u..,til ' thei~ l og b:::usc could b:! b·:.i :.~ . 'I :--:2 C.."":.-;:._;,.J.l c. 1.! ­

c.md-or~e-h~"'tlf store y cabin consir;t~d oi a E.L~~lo : -~gc r:>~ ~ ::1\.-::1 i! :'.:J:"': • .L:.....C .. ~""e . 
Eeneath his hvne J ohn Wieder ko.!"tr dug a dc~p c<!l!~.!." ::: ·~a ::.:-~'25 :. ~ ·,.;1--:.:~ i=·."1""' • .:: •• u. 
stone . Heavy wooden posts l:o!!lp(!d s upp~rt "t~1.e c ... ~.:.~ El~..u.r . ~ :ti~·:tle 
cel lar entry l ?d fro:n c~Jtsidc t he r.~::th c:..:-..;.-..tic:! cf ~lt:"! c::!.>in .. :-':. 1; 

Wie derkehr ..:a.bin and C3l lar "'·~rc c czpletcJ ~it~::-. ::u.o r.:~>."C- . .:: o:: t~·~-3 tri . ·~\~::i-:,.:ih:- • 
arrival in h.l~us , a'ld llie .rc t ypical c f th£! r:.o.:!es:: ~::.:;e:J a.~u c .!.i;.;;rs i.·.:1:.~ in 
r~'le .area at 1:.--.at ti..t:'..e . 

I n 5-.rltze rland John Wie&rkehr h<W. been~ sh<">e.~:l>: ' ::- ,_ ;;,c .h., c :7c.t-i .. -.:'".1 l. i ,~ . , 
trade in A.:"kansas . Bu t, t;tough ·t. ..! .r..a& c!"l~ r;· ~.:...- ""! ~ :-·~.:lir: .. •,d . ; ~~: f\..:~3;.!"s . ~; ~ ;,! 
l c . .\ther goods for a c.1s h inctt.'":~ , ~is Jt.ain i""l!:f:T~"1~.\ .. :'"~s "in f.l.?l ;<! ~ · ;. -t.~n 
o ther crops p l anted 0:1 tha fo:-. ty-a~re. ¥,ieCcrk~:rr .:..:~ t ~~:-c s J .• ~..!s t.o t ~ ... ~:. :! 
fo ': j e llies azld ju;i.cea . Ext\.a g rapes ~ ;:;:-e t .._rn_.o inl:o ~r.~na to lz• · ,o;:_,:,::- ~ ,;1' !."1 
t.~e Wiederkehr ce!la.r . • •· ~ 

, . 
OrigJ.hally , the W.ine .prc..luced .by J ohn \l.iedr.rk<;~r" "- :l'J u:;ed ·<mly b:f' t:,., r i:-..!.'i. 
howa•rer' ll'ithin a . dacade ot" h i & a-n- ~:yal "1..-.· ~.0rt.'l. :.=:. l'l~~s i ;.:i~d;u-!(,.;hr I: a 
begun to sell h-is hc;:ro{;ma~ · w;t.">e. Using D.! l Qi.~;}>:c;: ~~,1 cyn':ri;,r1 ; cr:a<~s. · 
Wie<Ierkehr produced c<ual '\ley wines -..h<>se r~rke't -=-.1:. :. -;:_ -~='\ ~;,~.hJ Nl hr~ t\') t:u.m 
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AJ.;n:!: , Li10n o. "rhe W!::'~" of -~"l!e t:ic::. . Boston : Houghton H1!flin Cor.tpany, 1973. 
wu,de ::"l:.~.h.r , Al.:•.in . I nt .. rvie'i1 1.t Wiederkehr Wine ry, Septe.P.Oer 17, 1975. 
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Tt~ .liederkehr cabin was built in 1880 of hand-hewn lOJS jcined with modified 
dove-tail notching. The original one room cabin was enlarged and improved 
over the next two decades. By 1900 the house had _bcen enlarged to a multi­
r oom structure sheathed : clapboard (see photo 31 • 

About 1966 ~11 o f the later additions were stripped away, leaving only ~he 
log walls of the :>riginal cabin (see photos 4 and 5) • A st\ ·c:co. r oo:n was· 
then addeci on the east elevation, and both roon.s were covered by a gable 
roof with wide eaves . At the same time the cellar was enlarged by adding 
another room norL~ of the 1980 cellar. The entrance ~o this sec~J~ was 
cut in the north slope of the hill, thus giving the cellar 3 " s treet-leve l" 
entry (see photo 7). 

~ 

Tr,o.:gh the· reccnstructed ~"liederkehr cabin is much trore elaborate than the 
original:" the style i s sornewha ~ similar. ;,'hen building their log cabins · 
in western Arka:1sas , these Swiss immigrant:; roughly irnitated the chale ts of 
their ho"el~,d . (Photograph 6, ~4de c. 1890, shows the Germ3n ~arocr' s 
Club gather~d at the side of a roeu~er ' s house. · Note the wide eav~s and end 
brackets typical o: this area in the lBao •s.) 

Though the cabin walls were <:onstructed by John Wi ederkehr , it i-a the 
separate c~llar b~neath whic~ is historically significant in Arkansas ' 
ccmrnercial t. ist:ory. The underground wine cellar has been e nlarged and . 
so:ne;;t"lil t altered , but it r c.-nains as the best ~truc ture re?resent•.t lv~ of 
nine te~~ th century Arkansas wine-making . 
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his full attention to grape-growing and wina~ing. For the next ~~irty years 
~e Wiederkehr's made a living from the wines they produced at their Ozark 
vineyards. 

In 1919 Pro~.Ubition ended co~ercial production of Wiederkehr wines, but small 
quantities were still produced for pr:vate and sacramental use. After John 
Wiederkehr's death, the farm and vinP.yards ~~re operated by h~s son, Hernan 
J. B. Wiederkehr. WiL~ the repeal of Prohibition , grapes from the Wiede rkahr 
vineyards were once again used for t he cc~2rcial production of wine. The 
1500 gallon s~orage capacity in 193~ i:ad gra~~ to about two ~illion gallons i~ 
1975. 

As the production of Wjederkehr wines increased, so did the need . fcr storage· 
~pace. About 1900 the origin~l ce l lar was more than G0ubled ~iL~ the addition 
of a wing on t he wes~ eleva tion. The enlars ed ce llar provided ade~~te storage 
space Q~til mid-~~ntu~y when modern structures c~~e into use. 

L'1 1966 the .::>riginal Wiederkehr cabin ,.as restored and r<:J:m.!Xleled for use as a 
gift shop . The cellars bs neath ,.ere also r estored and u~cj to house a small 
r estaurant speciali zing in Swiss cuisine. Yne cellars we re furnished with 
r11s tic table, and chairs, many of 'olhich ~ere made from old wooden wine c<!'.sks 
which were once used to store wine in the cellar. 

Fot almost a century the Wiederkehr vineyards ~'1d wine cellars hav~ been 
operated a~ a family business , with John's grand~on, Alcuin Wiederkehr, now 
in charge. This Swiss i mmigrant fw~i1y is r e?r e sentative of the many European 
f amilies who moved to Arkansas in colonies in the nin~teenth century. With 
other Ge~-Swiss families who ~ettled in t he area, the Wiede rkehrs helped 
make Altus one of the leading gra?e-g=o~~ng and wine~~king areas in the 
southwestern United States. 

Symbolic of John Wiederkehr's contribu~ions to Arkansas' winernaking indu~try•· 
the Wiederkehr Wine Cel~ar is one of the most inpprtant historic sites relat~ 
to wlnemaking in Arkansas. This historic cellar , still used as a part of the 
family busine~s . is typical of home cellars constructed for stori.1g wine in 
late nineteenth century Arkansa~, but it is one of few such cellars remaining 
in existence. 
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'rhe o=iginal log cabin cc 
built by Swiss imcigra'1tS 
Arkansas settlers· · cabin. 
Arkansas homes an Alloine 
eaves. The entry was set 
support the deep eaves o f 
a few photographs are ~v 
as an accurate restcrat i 
roof, wide eaves and SUFi 
Swiss imQigrants constru~ 

Nevertheless, it is nGt ~ 
histori~ally signific~'1t , 

cellar housed om~ of ~lt.. 

still intact and little 
and his work. 

~ 
1976 
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roof , wide eaves and supportive brackets , is reminiscent of the homes these 
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s till intact a:1d little altered , is the best representa~.:.ve. of J ohn l'he<.lerkel".r 
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The "Aiederltchr cabin was built i n 
dove-tail notching. ThO! original 
over the next two de~ades. By 19 
room structure sheathed \. clapbo 

About 1966 ~11 of the later addit ~· 
log walls of the ~riginal cabin ( 
then added on the .eas t elevation, 
roof with wide eaves. At t he 5al:lo; 

another room north of the l9:l0 ce 
cut in the north !:lope of the hil · 
entry isee photo 7) • 

Though the r .. constructed Wie<ir: r k 
original, the style i s so:ewha' s 
in wastern Arkansas, these Swiss 
their hor:~Cla..,d. (P:ll)tograph 6, 
Club gathered at the ai~e of a 
brackets typical of this area in 

Though the cabin walls wer~ ~ons t 
separate cel lar beneath which is 
co!l'lllle rcial history. The ll:lder-gr~ 

somewhat altered, but it r~ins 
nineteenth century Arkansas wine-
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES --I ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

IJNAME 
HISTORIC Wiederkehr Wine Cellar 

AND/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
CITY. TOWN Altus ~VICINITY OF COUNTY Franklin STATE Arkansas 

II PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT Dianna Kirk DATE OF PHOTO 

NEGATIVE FILED AT Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

a IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET 

Copy of 1898 photograph showing John Wiederkehr family gathered 
south of clapboard covered Wiederkehr house. 

1976 

PHOTO NO. 

3 

INT : 2983-715 
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(Rev 10- 741 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES --I ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

IJNAME 
HISTORIC Wiederkehr Wine Cellar 

AND/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
Altus CITY. TOWN ~VICINITY OF COUNTY 

Franklin 
STATE 

II PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT Dianna Kirk DATE OF PHOTO 1976 

NEGATIVE FILED AT Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

a IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO. 
copy of 1965 photograph showing log construction of Wiederkehr Cabin 4 
viewed from the south 

INT : 2983-75 

Arkansas 









Form No. 10-301 a 
(Rev. 10- 74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVEd .. ~UG .$1976< < 
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AT. E ·e·••••N>T./E;R<EEz t ~AY e~·•; ···.·.·lil] .·.•·>·•· )>)·.•···· 
<·· .. · .•... ··.· .. ·.· ·· ·· ········~·· · ··· 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES --I ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

IJNAME 
HISTORIC Wiederkehr Wine Cellar 

AND/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
CITY. TOWN Altus ~VICINITY OF COUNTY Franklin STATE Arkansas 

II PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT Dianna Kirk DATE OF PHOTO 1976 

NEGATIVE FILED AT Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

a IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO. 

copy of c.l890 photograph of German farmer's club; members gathered 6 
at end of house, rather than at front gable. 

INT: 2963-75 





Form No. 10-301 a 
(Rev. 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES --I ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

IJNAME 
HISTORIC Wiederkehr Wine Cellar 

AND/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
CITY. TOWN Altus ~VICINITY OF COUNTY Franklin 

II PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT Dianna Kirk DATE OF PHOTO 1976 

NEGATIVE FILED AT Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

a IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET 

Cellar entry with cabin visible in background; viewed from the 
north 

STATE Arkansas 

PHOTO NO. 

7 

INT : 2983 - 7 5 
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(Rev. 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

FOR Nf1S USE ONI..V 
:- .·-:_::=::_ .. - .-:: .-:=: 

·: -.. _::->>--·-:--·.; .. ·· ... . -· ..... -.. · --

:-·- ;_ ::::-=_-_.: .. - =::i/~:::_:;:::)~-;-;_::>\·:\r/===.:·=_: __ -__ =:== - __ -= 

A1E •EN't~;~;~: MAY;)~;) . 

RECElVEP ~uti ac} 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES --I ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

IJNAME 
HISTORIC Wiederkehr Wine Cellar 

AND / OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
CITY. TOWN Altus ~VICINITY OF COUNTY Franklin STATE Arkansas 

D PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT Dianna Kirk DATE OF PHOTO 1976 

NEGATIVE FILED AT Arkansas Historic Preservati<Dn Program 

a IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET 

cabin above cellar in hillside, viewed from the northwest 

PHOTO NO. 

8 

INT: 2983-75 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES --I ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

II NAME 
HISTORIC Wiederkehr Wine Cellar 

AND/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
CITY. TOWN Altus COUNTY Franklin STATE Arkansas 

II PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT Dianna Kirk DATEOFPHOTO 1976 

NEGATIVE FILED AT Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

a IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET 

cabin above cellar, viewed from the northeast 

PHOTO NO. 

9 

INT : 2983-7~ 





Form No. 10-301a 
(Rev. 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES --I ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

II NAME 
HISTORIC Wiederkehr Wine Cellar 

AND/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
CITY. TOWN Altus ....x._VICINITY OF 

II PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT Dianna Kirk 

NEGATIVE FILED AT Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

a IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET 

interior, southeast corner of original cellar 

COUNTY Franklin 

DATE OF PHOTO 1976 

STATE Arkansas 

PHOTO NO. 

10 

INT: Z 9 8 3-75 
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(Rev 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES --I ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

IJNAME 
HISTORIC Wiederkehr Wine Cellar 

AND/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
CITY. TOWN Altus --X VICINITY OF COUNTY Franklin STATE Arkansas 

II PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT Dianna Kirk DATE OF PHOTO 1976 

NEGATIVE FILED AT Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

a IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO. 

1966 addition and north entry, viewed from 1900 addition, looking 11 

north 

INT : 2 983-75 
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U NITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES-- ENCLOSE WITH MAP 

DNAME 
HISTORIC 

Wiederkehr Wine Cellar 
AND/ OR COMMON 

Wiederkehr Wein Keller Restaurant 

fJ LOCATION 
CITY. TOWN L VICINITY OF 

Altus 

IJ MAP REFERENCE 

COUNTY 

Franklin 

SOURCE United States Geological Survey, Ozark Quadrangle 

SCALE 1: 24, 000 DATE 1966 

0 REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
2 . NORTH ARROW 
3. UTM REFERENCES 

STATE 

Arkansas 

INT : 3 464-75 
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AR~<ANSJ-\S HIS-I OR!C PRESERVATION PROGRAM 

"THE OLD STATE HOUSE" 300 h'EST rll\.RK.HAH LITTLE ROCC::, .ARKl0i Sli..S 7:2201 
TELEPHO);C - ·SOl 371-1639 

DCT 3 0 P'"'t ;-
_..; --

PROPERTY OWNER 1 S APPROVAL 

l ' 
.. Herman J.B. Wiederkehr 

-----------------------------------------------• am the l ega l 

owner of the original Wiederkehr Weinkeller and log cabin built in 1880 

located at Rt. 1, Box 9, Altus. AR 72 82 1 

hereby' a ·cknowl edge that I have been fu 11 y informed and 
~nderstand the signiffcance of having the aforementioned 
property placed on the National Reg ister of Historic 
Places. 

I hereby approve the inclusion of the aforementioned 
property 6n the Naiional Regi~ter of Historic Place~-
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Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name 
Wiederkehr Wine Cellar 

County, State Reference Number 
Franklin, Arkansas 77000252 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

L Nomination Form (photocopy sent from SHPO and 

microfilm copy) 

_Photographs 

_USGS Map 


