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The attached property, the Wiederkehr Wine Cellar, in Franklin
County, Arkansas, reference number 77000252, was listed in the
National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper of the
National Register on 5-2-1977, as evidenced by the FEDERAL
REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST notice of Tuesday, February 7, 1978,
Part ll, Vol. 43, No. 26, page 5169. The attached nomination form
is a copy of the original documentation provided to the Keeper
at the time of listing.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The original wine cellar for the Wiederkehr vineyards was dug about
1820 by John Wiederkehr. The cellar lies beneath the Wiederkehr
cabin, a.one-and-one-half storey log house which was also built
about 1880. Just before the turn of the century the original cellar
was enlarged by the addition of a wing to the south.

Measuring approxXimately twenty feet by thirty feet, the original
cellar had walls of native stone resting on the hard-packed-dirt
floor. Heavy posts necessary 'to support the floor above bisected
the rectangular room. In the southwest corner a small recessed
area was used for storage of special wines.

The .c. 1900 addition gave the cellar an ell-shape floor plan. Like
the original section, the west wing was lined with native stone

. . Dbonded with mortar. The two-room cellar had a single entry in the
staircase along the north wall of the original. room. s

In the mid=1960's thesWiederkehr wine cellar was restored to house
the Wiederkehr Wein Keller Restaurant. The hard-packed dirt floors
were covered with cast stone, and a second outside entry was cut
into the north elevation. The exposed-beam ceiling in the origi-
nal cellar was refinished and the ceiling in the west wing was
plastered. Deteriorated support posts.were replaced with logs
taken from the cabin above.

Except for the addition of wooden tables and chairs, many of which
are made of old wine casks used by the Wiederkehr's, the cellar
looks much the same now as when John Wiederkehr began storing his
wine there in the late nineteenth century. The cellar remains in
excellent condition, a tribute to the skill of its builder, John
Wiederkehr. 5 :
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" STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Winemaking is one of the oldest commercial arts to be developed by man. In’
North America. the process of fermenting grapes into wine began during the
sixteenth century when French Hugenots in Florida made wine from wild grapes.
This ancient art was first widely practiced in Arkansas during the late E
nineteenth century when new settlers emigrated from Western Europe to the
northern hill section of the state. One of the earliest Arkansas winemakers
was John Wiederkehr, who originated Wiederkehr wines. '

Many young European- families in the late nineteenth century were drawn to the
United States through the advertisements of American railroad companies.
These ads in European newspapers, magazines and printed leaflets offered free
or inexpensive homesteads to families who would settle along newly laid rail-
road tracks. One such advertisement was placed by the Iron Mountain Rail-
road, which sought more settlers for a German-Swiss colony nesar Altus,
Arkansas. In 1880 John and Catherine Wiederkehr responded to'this advertise-
ment. They emigrated from. their native Canton Argau, Switzerland, and in
December, 1880, arrived in north Arkansas.

On their arrival in Altus the Wiederkehr's stayed with the local priest,

Father Ziswyler, until their log house could be built. The original one-
..and-one-half storey cabin consisted of a single large room with a loft above:

Beneath his home ‘John Wiederkehr dug a deep cellar and lined it with bonded '~

stone. Heavy wooden posts helped support the cabin floor. The single &

cellar entry led from outside the north elevation of the cabin. The )

Wiederkehr cabin and cellar were completed within two months of the Wiederkehr's

arrival in Altus, and were typical of the modest homes and cellars built in-

the area at that time.

In Switzerland John Wiederkehr had been a shoemaker, and ‘he continued his
trade in Arkansas. But, though he made shoes and repaired harnesses and

- leather goods for a cash income, his main interest was in farming. Among
other crops planted on the forty-acre Wiederkehr farm were grapes to be used
for jellies and juices. Extra grapes were turned into wine to be stored in
the Wiederkehr cellar.

Originally, the wine produced by John Wiederkehr was used only by the family;
however, within a decade of his arrival in north Arkansas, Wiederkehxr had
begun to sell his homemade wine. Using Delaware and Cynthiana grapes,
Wiederkehr produced quality wines whose market value soon enabled him to turn
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his full attention.to grape-growing and winemaking. For the next thirty years
the Wiederkehr's made a-living. from the wines they produced at their Ozark . .=
vineyards.

In 1919 Prohibition ended commercial production of Wiederkehr wines, but small ..

quantities were still produced for private and sacramental use. After John- .
Wiederkehr's death, the farm and vineyards were operated by his son, Herman

J. B. Wiederkehr. With the repeal of Prohibition, grapes from the Wiederkehr
vineyards were once again used for the commercial production of wine. The
1500 gallon- storage capacity in 1934 had grown to about two million gallons in
1975 :

As the production of Wiederkehr wines increased, so did the need for storage
space. About. 1900 the oxiginal cellar was more than doubled with the addition
of a wing on the west elevation. The enlarged cellar provided adequate storage
space until mid-century when modern structures came into use.

In 1966 the original Wiederkehr cabin was restored and remodeled for use as a
gift shop. The cellars beneath were also restored and used to house a small
restaurant specializing in Swiss cuisine. The cellars were furnished with -
rustic tables and chairs, many of which were made from old wooden wine casks
which were once used to store wine in the cellar.

For almost a century the Wiederkehr vineyards and wine cellars have been
operated as a family business, with John's grandson, Alcuin Wiederkehr, now-

in charge. This Swiss immigrant family is representative of the many European

families who moved to Arkansas in colonies in. the nineteenth century. With

- other German-Swiss families who settled in the aréa, the Wiederkehrs helped

make Altus one of the leading grape-growing and w1nemak1ng areas in the %
southwestern United States. ;

Symbolic of John Wiederkehr's contributions to Arkansds’ winemaking industry,

- the Wiederkehr Wine Cellar is one of the most important historic sites related

to winemaking.in Arkansas. This historic cellar, still used as a part of the
family business, is typical of home cellars constructed for storing wine in
late nineteenth century Arkansas, but it is one of few such cellars remaining
in existence. :
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The original winz cellar for the Wiederkehr vineyards was dug about —1900- —COMMUNICATIONS ;I!:D:s; “-Gwmvumm ~PILOSOeNY
1880 by Jchn wWiederkshr. -The cellar lies beneath the Wiederkehr _’m“;'m Joc.{ncs'oov:gm;m
cabin, a one~and-one-half storey log house which was also built R 8

about 1880. Just before the turn of the century the original cellar G
was enlargid by the addition of a wing to tne south.

it SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT  John Wisdarkehr

STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE

Measuring approximately twenty feet by thirty feet, the original
cellar had walls of native stone resting on the hard-packed dirt
floor. Heavy posts necessary to support the floor above bisected
the rectangular room. In the southwest corner a small recessed .-

Vinemaking is cne of the oldest conmercial arts to be davelcsed by
area was used for storage of special wines.

North America. the process of fermenting grapes into wina beg

igan dur
sixternth century when French Hugencts in Flogida pada wire from «

The ¢.-1500 addition gave the cellar an ell-shape floor plan. Like
the original section, the west wing was }ined with native stone
bonded with mortar. The two-rocm cellar had a sirngle entry in the
staircase aleng the north wall of the origiral roon. !

In the’ mid-f‘tﬁSO's the Wiederkehr wine cellar was restored to house
the Wiederkenr Wein Keller Restaurant. The hard-packed dirt flcors
ware ccvered with cast stone, and a second outside entry was cut
inte the ncrth elevation. The exposed-beam ceiling in the origi-
nal cellar was refinished and the ceiling in ths west wing was
plas_ered. Deateriorated support posts were replaced with logs
taken from the cabin above.

Except for the addition of wocden tables and chairs, many of which

Smign e g 5

.northern hill section of the stata.

This ancient art was first widely practiced in Arkansaz duzing the
nineteenth century when ney <ottiers emigrated from Wastern Euvroca

Qe of the eavliesi Arkai:ac
was John Wiederkehr, who criginated Wisderkehr wines.

Mary young European familice in the late nineteenth c“;n:u.zy ware <
United States through the advértisements of lmerxican railroad =

These ads In European newspapers, magazines and printed leatlec
or insxpensive homesteads to fanilies who would sottle along pzuli-

road tracks. COCne such advertisement was placed by the 1rcn #o

Arkansas. In 1880 John and Catherine wiederkehz respondad to thas
ment. They emigrated from thair native Canton argau, Switaerland
Decenber, 18380, arrived in ncrth Arkansas.

are rade ¢f old wine casks used by the Wiederkehr's, the cellar
locks much the same now as when John Wiederkehr hegan storing his
wine thare in the late nineteenth century. The cellar remains in
excellZnt condition, a tribute to the skill of its builder, John
Wiederkehr.

On their arrival in Altus the Wiedarkebr's staysd with tha locat'y
Father Ziswyler, until their log house could be built. The origin
end-one-hclf storey cabin consisted of a single larga rocm with a
Beneath his home Jchn Wiederkehr dug a dasp cellar and lined it w
stone. Heavy wcoden posts helpad support the cabin floor. Ths ¢
cellar entry led from outsida the north elevation of the cabin.
: Wiederkehr cabin and cellar ware completed within two moaths of
arrival in Altus, and were typical of the modest homes and callars
the area at that time. 3

In Switzerland John Wiederkehr had been & shoaemaker, and he coptin
.trade in Arkansas. But, thouch he mada shaeg and ropairel harnds
leather goods for a cash income, his main interest was in farming,
other crops planted on the forty-acre Wiederkshr faim were r,-:za;v.:sA-
for jellies and juices. Extia grapes wece turmwd into wine o ba2's
the Wiederkehr cellar.

: e i : ' i 3 Originally, the wine produced by John Hiedsrkehr was used only by °©
: : ' however, within a decads of his arrjval in north Arkansas, Wisderk:
: begun to sell his homemade wine. Using Dalanard and c,{n:hia:‘.s‘.r:‘:'ai.
§ : o 7 AT L e =1 ¥Wiederkehr produced quality wines whose market valus so2a gnahled !
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i Tr2 Jiederkehr cabin was built in 1880 of hand-hewn 1lo3s jcined with modified ) :§: : . 1
i dove-tail notching. The original one room cabin was enlarged and improved S A <

over the next two decades. By 1900 the house had been enlarged to a multi- 4 i = 2o X
room structure sheathed , clapboard (see photo 3). LR

il

About 1966 all of the later additions were stripped away, leaving only the . ¥

log walls of the original cabin (see photos 4 and 5). A sticco. room was
then added on the east elevation, and both rooms were covered by a gable &0 : L _
roof with wide eaves. At the same time the cellar was enlarged by adding : L A St it SRR
another room north of the 1900 cellar. The entrance to this secti~m was : 2
cut in the north slope of the hill, thus giving the cellar a "street-level” SRy \;_
entry (see photo 7). A e - e AR ;

WAL St b
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Trough the reccnstructed Wiederkehr cabin is much wore elaborate than the S i SRS e i
origiraly the style is somewha“ similar. When building their log cabins ) R s he T y I L v
in western Arkansas, these Swiss immigrants roughly imitated the chalets of S o S Eh }
their horeland. (Photograph 6, made c. 1890, shows the German Farmer's ; A
Ciub gathered at the side of a menber's house.: Note the wide eaves and end , '
brackets typical of this area in the 1880's.) : ; : %

4
S S —

Though the cabin walls were constructed by John Wlederkehr, it is ther -
: Separate czllar beneath which is historically significant in Arkansas' ~ X : - ]
i commercial history. The underground wine cellar has been enlarged and i by :
somewhat altered, but it remains as the best Structure represnnt:.twe of S : ¢ oo
: nineteenth century Arkansas wine-making, '
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his full attention to grape-growing and winemaking. For the next thirty years

+he Wiederkehr's made a living from the wines they produced at their Czark
vineyards.

In 1919 Prohibition ended commercial production of Wiederkehr wines, but small
quantities were still produced for private and sacramental use. After John
Wiederkehr's death, the farm and vineyards were operated by his son, Herman

= J. B. Wiederkehr. With the repeal of Prohibition, grapes from the Wiederkzshr
vineyards were once again used for the ccmmercial production of wine. The

1500 gallon storage capacity in 1934 nad grown to about two million gallons in
1975. ;

As the production of Wiederkehr wines increased, so did the need fcr storage
space. About 1900 the original cellar was more than doubled with the addition
of a wing on the west elevation. The enlarged cellar provided adequate storage
space until mid-century when modern structures came into use.

In 1966 the original Wiederkehr cabin was restored and remodeled for use as a
gift shop. The cellars beneath were also restored and used to house a small
restaurant specializing in Swiss cuisine. The cellars were furnished with

rustic tables and chairs, many of which were made from old wocden wine casks
which were once used to store wine in the callar.

For almost a century the Wiederkehr vinevards and wine cellars have been
operated as a family business, with John's grandson, Alcuin Wiederkehr, now

in charge. This Swiss immigrant fanmily is representative of the many European
families who moved to Arkansas in colonies in the ninzteenth century. With
other German-Swiss families who settled in the area, the Wiederkehrs helped

make Altus cne of the leading grape-growing and winemaking areas in the
southwestern United States.

Symbolic of John Wiederkehr's contributions to Arkansas' winemaking industry,:
the Wiederkehr Wine Cellar is one of the most important historic sites related
to winemaking in Arkansas. This historic cellar, still used as a part of the
family business, is typical of home cellars constructed for stori.ug wine in

}ate nineteenth century Arkansas, but it is one of few such cellars remaining
in existence.
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‘ The original lo? ciabin constructed by JSohn Hiederl-cehr was typical of cabins = : q The Wiederkchr cabin was built in
: built by Swiss immigrants in Arkansas, but very different from the average : dove-tail notching. The original
3 Arkansas settlers' cabin. Wiederkehr and other Swiss immigrants gave their : : G over the next two decades g 1;
A Arkansas homes an Alpine touch by using low-pitch gable roof with very wide : Soon EE ot tire Ahashad iy c1i b‘;
i eaves. The entry was set under the gable end with wide brackets helping to E 7 = e PO
3 support the ‘deep eaves of the house. None of these early homes remain, but : ) About 1966 all of the later addit: . .
: a few photographs are available to illucztrate the style. Though not intended ‘ . 3 log walls of the original cabin ‘f
5 ‘as an accurate restoration, the Wiederkehr Cabin, with its low-pitch gable L ¥ % ; then added on the east elevation, ..
roof, wide eaves and supportive brackets, is reminiscent of the homes these et - : \ roof with wide eaves. At the sa::-'t
Swiss immigrants constructed. ; 5 : another room north of the 1920 ce
s 3 cut in the north slope of the hil
Nevertheless, it is not the cabin itself, but the cellar beneath which is < 6% entry {see photo 7).pe
historically significant. Resting under the Wiederkehr Cabin, this wina : < f :
cellar housed cne of Arkansas most unusual native industries. The cellar, ! Though the reconstructed Wiederke
still intact and little altered, is the best representative.of Jchn Wiederkehr - i original, the style is somewha" =
and his work. ' : in western Arkansas, these Swiss
their homeland. (Plntogragh 6,
1 Ciub gathered at the side of a s«
| brackets typical of this area in
: : Though the cabin walls wera zonst
3 : : : ! separate ccellar beneath which is
. commercial history. The undergr:
i somewhat altered, but it remains
: nineteenth century Arkansas wine-
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NAME

HISTORIC
Wiederkehr Wine Cellar

AND/OR COMMON
Wiederkehr Wein Keller Restaurant

LOCATION

CITY, TOWN X _VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE
Altus Franklin Arkansas

E} MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE United States Geological Survey, Ozark Quadrangle

SCALE 1:24,000 DATE 1966

Il REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES
2. NORTH ARROW
3. UTM REFERENCES

INT: 346475
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BISTORY

['THE OLD STATE HOUSE" 300 WEST MARKHAM LITTLE ROCK, ARKAMSAS 72201

TELEPHONE - 501 371-1639
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IEnInd

PROPERTY OWNER'S APPRQVAL

1, -~ Herman J.B. Wiederkehr

, an. the legal

: 5Qher of the original Wiederkehr Weinkeller and log cabin built in 1880

Foenbad ae Rt. 1, Box 9, Altus, AR 72821

1 hefeby'aCknow}edga that | have been fully informad and
understand the significance of having the aforementionead

property placed on the National Register of Historic
P]aces.

1 hereby approve the inclusion of the aforementioned
of Historic Places.

property on the Mational Register
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Wiederkehr Wine Cellar Franklin, Arkansas 77000252

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

X __Nomination Form (photocopy sent from SHPO and
microfilm copy)

____Photographs
____USGS Map




