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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Balkcom House is an exceptionally nice example of an architectural 
style prevalent in this area during the middle to late 19th century which car 
best be described as "Victorian Cottage".

This house is believed to have been built shortly after the Civil War 
and is one of the earlier houses built on the east side of the Ocmulgee 
River in Macon. The exact date of construction and full name of the builder 
are unknown. The present owners respect the integrity of the original desigr 
and have faithfully maintained the exterior as it was originally built. Most 
of the inside finishes have been re-worked, a basement stair discontinued, 
two fireplaces have been removed, and additional bath and mechanical facili­ 
ties have been included, but otherwise the interior arrangement remains 
unchanged. Many of the original furnishings and fixtures have been restored 
and refinished and still grace the interior of the house.

The site slopes toward the rear of the lot which allows a full lower 
level at the rear of the house. The enclosing walls surrounding the lower 
level are brick which combine with painted wood lattice-work to screen the 
space from view.

Construction above the lower level is wood frame, mostly solid heart 
pine. The absence of sagging, settling, or other structural inadequacies 
attest to the sturdiness of the framing system. The finish on the frame 
exterior walls is white painted weatherboard. The dominant architectural 
feature of the house is an extremely well detailed balustraded porch at the 
level of the main floor. The porch surrounds the entire house except for a 
small area adjacent to the right rear corner. The roof of the porch is of 
leanto construction framed off the main exterior wall and is supported by 
nicely proportioned turned wood columns with moulded capitals and sawn 
Victorian scrollwork brackets representing the best craftsmanship of the 
time.

The main roof of the house which is now roofed with asphalt shingles, i!5 
hipped and steeply pitched to a flat deck flanked by two interestingly 
corbeled brick chimneys. A painted half-round gutter partially obscures the 
crown mould of the main cornice but the cornice itself is well scaled and 
its elongated dentils and paired brackets make it very handsome as well as 
unique. Other millwork items worth noting are the floor length 15-light 
double-hung windows and the front entrance. The front entrance has a flat 
pedimented entrance frame with paneled pilasters and scrollwork brackets 
supporting the pediment. The door is paneled, the top panels being glazed 
with frosted glass of unusual configuration. The door is then capped by a 
stained glass transom. A copper door bell which is a very interesting and 
apparently very old piece of hardware adds another interesting touch to the 
front entrance.

A considerable amount of refinishing has taken place to the interior of 
the house; however, many of the original materials remain exposed to view. 
The floors of the uncarpeted areas are seen as mellowed heart pine. The
fireplace and mantel in the living room are original with the house. Fine
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7. Description

craftsmanship is quite evident in the mirrored mantel with its delicately 
scaled free-standing columns, handsome mouldings and woodwork. The mantel is 
beautifully finished and appears to have been built of solid mahogany or close 
grained oak. Another unusual interior feature is the closets. The closet 
interiors were built and finished as furniture, with an assemblage of drawers, 
cabinets, and shelves - all handsomely finished complete with brass hardware. 
Interior trim is more or less typical for residential construction of this era;. 
The trim mouldings are fairly heavy (about 5" wide) with moulded corner blocks 
at the moulding intersections. The brass chandeliers (originally gas burning) 
date back to very early times, and they along with most other furnishings and 
fixtures are in keeping with the architectural style of the house.

The kitchen and dining areas which were originally on the lower level have 
been moved now to the main level. The plan of the main floor is essentially a 
square with a center hall thru the entire house. The hall is entered from the 
front portion of the porch which is 7 or 8 steps above the side-walk, and feeds 
off to the living room, bedrooms, and kitchen, then exits onto the rear portion 
of the encircling porch.

The house is situated in a long-time residential neighborhood, bordering 
a commercial district and in close proximity to much work being done under 
Urban Renewal. It is in excellent condition, has little desecration of the 
original architectural design, is of exceptional architectural significance and
is of great importance to the neighborhood.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Balkcom house is significant because of its architecture, its 
location and the prominence of its owner and occupants.

This white clapboard house with its pleasing Victorian architecture, 
and its porches around three-fourths of its exterior, was built about 1878 
by the father of DeWitt McCrary in a prominent location at the intersection 
of Main and Hydrolia Streets on the east side of the Ocmul gee River in an 
area not far from old Fort Hawkins which was the focal point for the early 
pioneers who later established the City of Macon across the river.

It is probably the most outstanding building still standing in this 
section where Macon had its beginnings and has been a showplace throughout 
the years because of its attractive Victorian architecture, its continued 
maintenance, and the prominence of its owner, DeWitt McCrary, who was well 
known and greatly beloved by the people of this area and throughout Macon.

For many years McCrary operated a drugstore on Main Street, a few 
blocks from his home, and represented the East Macon area on the Macon City 
Council.

Balkcom, the present owner and occupant, also a druggist, worked with 
McCrary and inherited the property about 1965.



Balkoom, Mr. & Mrs. A. Peyton
Henderson, Freeman, A. I. A., provided physical description
McKay, J.J., Jr., employed for many years by Bibb Manufacturing Company in

East Macon area 
Records at Macon City Hall
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