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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTQH, MA 02108 

AREA FORM NO. 

28/132-2 

Town Brookline MRA 

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
staple to left side of form 

Photo number 

15 and 27 S t . Paul S t r ee t 
AddresslO-4 A s p i n w a l l Ave. 

Historic Namest. Paul'.-. Churchy r.h^. 

p e l (novf P a r i s h - H a l l ) .and Par i sh 
House 

Use: Present Chtireh, Par tsh H a l l , . , 

SKETCH MAP 
Show property's location in relation 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
a l l buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest intersection. 
Indicate north. 

Par i sh House 
Original ChurgR, ..Ghapel and Par-

I s h House 
DESCRIPTION: 

DateChurGh-l851-2] f a r l s h Hal l - r l858 
Par i sh Hduse- 1895  

- Source Bige low, A Sketeh of the 
.Jrtlstory or St. Paul's Churc 

Style Gothic ^_ 

Architect Church and Pa r i sh H a l l -
Rlchard Upjohn; Pa r i sh House-Jul ius 
Exterior wall fabr ic Schwein fu r th 

Roxbury Puddingston 
Outbuildings _____ 

t.. 

g u t t e d by f i r e , r e b u i l t i n 1979-80; 
r o o f r ep laced and s o l a r panels i n ­
s t a l l e d . 

Recorded by Car la Benka/Greer Hardwicke 

OrganizationBrookline H i s t o r i c a l Com. 

Date March3 1985 

Major alterations ( v i t h dates) o r i g i n a l 
chapel enlarged i n I88O by Peabody 
and Stearns; porch added; 1895-porc 

added t o chapel ; 19^4-small chapel 
aQQua Lu saiiuLuary; 19"/6-church 
Moved Date 

Approx. acreage 30 a 677 s q . f t . 

Setting I n prominent l o c a t i o n at th i 

i n t e r s e c t i o n o f A s p i n w a l l ave. and 

St . Paul St i n r e s i d e n t i a l area 

o f most ly two and d i u l t i - f a m l l y un l i 
Boston South Quadrangle 

(Staple additional sheets h e r e ) ™ Reference: 
^ 19/325460/4690180 

Map #: 2 
- • ' 



ARGilTECTIRAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe inportant architectural features and 
evaluate in terms o£ other buildings within the commmity.) 

St. Paul's Church was designed by Richard Upjohn i n the Gothic style. I t has 
been called one of the e a r l i e s t and perhaps the most important of the f i r s t gen­
eration of picturesque v i l l a g e churches i n the Boston area (Tucci). I t s asym­
metrical arrangement with the tower on the northwest side and the entrance on thi 
south i s t y p l c a l - o f the ecceleslologlcal movement i n the Episcopal church of 
which Upjohn was a leading proponent. • This r e v i v a l i s t movement emphasized func­
t i o n a l rather than a r t i s t i c p r i n c i p l e i n architecture and supportecj the Idea of 
pu r i f y i n g the Church by restoring i t s medieval t r a d i t i o n s . 
Constructed of Roxbury puddingstone laid In blocks of irregular shape and size, 

HISTORICAL SI(]NIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state ̂ 
history and how the building rexates to the development of the community.) 

The congregation of St. Paul's Episcopal Church was founded in 1849 by William 
and Augustus Aspinwall (Augustus gave the land on which the church was originall; 
built) and Harrison Pay (a major financial backer of th.e. congregafcloiL) .Th.eir 
efforts "brought together a remarkable group of men - socially prominent leaders 
in professional or business l i f e with high integrity and a rare sense of steward­
ship in the use of wealth." Services were f i r s t held in the town hall in Brook­­
line Village and in October,l849 the Parish was legally Incorporated and the 
name of St. Paul's Church in Brookline was adopted. In May l85Q, the corporatioj 

, accepted the offer of Mr. Aspinwall of a building lot and Fay and Aspinwall pro-
. ceeded to "obtain from Richard Upjohn, architect.of Trinity Church in New York 
City, plans for a Gothic church of the same style." The cornerstone was laid on 
July 1851, and by December 1852 the building was completed and paid for.. I t was 
consecrated December 23, I852. In I858 a committee was appointed to collect sub-
sclptions for a chapel; Mr. Aspinwall again donated the land and the chapel (now 
parish hall) TOS built from Upjohn'3 plans. Peabody and Stearns's plans en­
larged the' chapel in I88O, lengthening i t to make room for the Sunday school. A 
porch was also added. (Peabody and Stearns-also designed the rectory in I886- sei 
130 Aspinwall Avenue.) Expansion took place once again in 1892 at which time thi 
Rector submitted plans for a building and cloister to accomodate a boys' choir, 

' a quartet choir having gone out of fashion in the Episcopal sfervlce. Ground was 
broken in l895 for the construction of a parish house at the cost of Just over 
$16,600. Julius A. Schweinfurth designed the building wllch was Joined to the 
church by a simple stone connection. In the parish house were "the Infant class­
room" which led into the chapel; a room for the Ladies' Guild; the Rector's stud; 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMvffSSION 
Off ice of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

B r o o k l i n e 

Foim No: 

?8/132-2 

Property Name: Pau l ' s Church 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued belcw. 
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>. f^ 'rr;' 
the b u i l d i n g f e a t u r e s such Gothic elements as t r i p a r t i t e arches, t r e f o i l 
windows, stone t r a c e r y , and s t eep ly p i t c h e d r o o f . Window openings are framed 
by simple co lonne t tes and hood mold ings ; the west end o f the church has two 
ba lanc ing s i n g l e l i g h t t r a c e r l e d windows; above i n the p o i n t o f the gable i s 
a hooded oculus w i t h t r a c e r y . The window i n the^east end i s t y p i c a l l y the 
l a r g e s t i n the b u i l d i n g , w h i l e at the opposi te end- i s a tower topped by a 

-broached s p i r e . Corbel t a b l i n g and p i l a s t e r s are seen at the b e l f r y l e v e l 
which has simple decorated t r a c e r y i n i t s p o i n t e d arch openings. 

F i r e gu t t ed the i n t e r i o r o f the church and des t royed a l l but two o f the 
s t a i n felass windows. The sanctuary has been r e b u i l t w i t h l i t t l e e x t e r i o r 
changes except f o r the s o l a r panels whiCh have been placed on the south s ide 
o f t h e r o o f , to c o l l e c t , d i s t r i b u t e , and store warm a i r I n the church. 

The chapel, now parish hall, was also designed by Upjohn and enlarged by 
Peabody and Stearns in I88O. It too was built of Roxbury puddingstone and 
retains its .original polychromatic, striped slate roof. Lancet arch windows 
complement those of the sanctuary. The entry porch was a later addition. 
The parish house was built between the chapel and sanctuary and connects to 
the latter by means of a simple enclosed walkway with diamond pane trefoil 
windows and slate r o o f . Its original doors were replaced in 1936 by a pair designed 
by architect and parishioner, J. Lovell Little. ' r-y 

H i s t o r i c a l Signif icance . •« > " * 

and r e t i r i n g room; and choir room w i t h wardrobes. (This confIgurajzion was changed i n the 
1920s at which time the p a r t i t i o n between the choir room and i n f a n t classroom was removed 
and then then chapel (now Parish Ha l l ) was provided wi th a stage. A l l t h i s vork was performed 
to accomodate the increasing a c t i v i t i e s of the congregation.) : 

St. Paul's Church i s the oldest r e l i g ious s tructure i n Brookline, having been b u i l t when only 
three other churches existed (Harvard Congregational, F i r s t Parish, and Bapt i s t , a l l since 
demolished ) and when Brookline 's population of 2500 l i v e d among scattered residences and marke 
gardens. I t has been the parish of such established and dist inguished fami l ies as the Aspin-
w a l l s , L i t t e l s , former president of Harvard Univers i ty Augustus Lowell and h is s i s t e r Amy; 
Henry Chase, Desmond F i tzgera ld , and J . Love l l L i t t l e and i t i s the only ecc les ias t i ca l work 
of Richard Upjohn i n Brookline. The h i s to ry of i t s bui ldings r e f l e c t the soc i a l , economic, 
and i i t u r g l c a l changes of the times and the a b i l i t y of the congregation to, respond to them. 

St. Paul's Church derives i t s primary s igni f icance by meeting c r i t e r i o n C as a . • 
f i n e example of a picturesque v i l l a g e church and the work of Richard Upjohn and J u l i u s 
S c h w e i n f u r t h . I t a l s o mee ts NR c r i t e r i o n A, r e f l e c t i n g t h e i n f l u e n c e o f 
t h e e c c l e s i o l o g i c a l movement o f t h e m i d l 9 t h c e n t u r y . 
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OMB No. 1024-0018 
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National Park Service 

Register of Historic Places 
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Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Brookline MRA 
State MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

71. Saint Paul's Church, Chapel, 
and Parish House 

a^eepe 

Date/Signature 

Errbersd l a tal|c eeper 

Attest 

k^td^-^^-~yA^i<'><^ yakrl/fi" 

72. Saint Paul's Rectory 

73. Sargent's Pond 

74. Second Uni tar ian Church 

75. Spurr, E l ipha le t , House 

En-feered i n t i e 
Katisioal BftalBter 

En-t-ered l a "W*' '^ 

EIrt^0red l a t t e 
Rational He^lster 

BviiiBii Hk i i i f 

Attest 

^^Veeper p d j M - ^ . ^ - n . y ^ y c - . ^ f o A n k i > 

.eeper 

Attest 

reeper 

Attest 

^tteeper 

' Attest 

76. Standish, James H . , House girtasŝ ŝ  i ' ^ "^^^^ "yKeeper 

77. Strathmore Road Historic fitrfeared in tAhe 
D i s t r i c t 

78. Toussaint, Winand, House 

79. Town Stable 

80. Tuckerman, William F. , 
House 

Attest 

YlTeeper 

Attest 

'^Iteeper 

Attest 

''^l^eeper 

Attest 
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Attest 

?«iM«!e4[ l a -the 
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WASO Form - 177 
T'R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Saint Paul's Church, Chapel, and Parish House 
(Brookline MRA) 
Norfolk County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

im resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 

• appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample • request 

SEP 4 1985 
Working No. 
Fed. Reg. D a t e ^ ^ 
Date Due: / 3 / j J - ^OAP^/^ J 

Action: t^^-TSCCCEPT / O ^ t J - f f ' 

Entor̂ fed in the 
I f a t i o n a l H€»tetCTgency: 

.RETURN. 

.REJECT. 

• appeal CZI NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category >- Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

0 summary paragraph , 
EZl completeness -
• clarity 
• alterations/integrity • -.-r-
1 I dates • 
I I boundary selertion 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance /̂n one par^rap/?^ 

CZI summary paragraph 
[Zl completeness ^ 
CZI clarity , 
CZ applicable criteria .̂ ' 
CZ justification of areas checked 
CZ relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CZ relationship of integrity to significance 
CZ justification of exception 
CZ other 

-,^^7i'.<jkA'>al^. 
ST\ ac.^^'AAfiTcl 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CZ Maps 
CZ Photographs 
n Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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