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1. Name of Property
historic name _The Town Clock Building

other names/site number _Spensley Building, 31-04014

2. Location

street & number __823-25 Main Street [N/A] not for publication
city or town __Dubugue [N/A] vicinity
state _lowa code __IA_ county Dubugue code __ 061 zip code _52004-0389

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this [X] nomination [_
1 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of

Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
[X meets [_] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

[_] natiopally [_] statewide [ locally. ([_] see continuation sheet for additional comments).
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Signa{ure of certifying{ official/Title Date

STATE MISTORICAL SOCIETY OF IOWA

State or Federal agency and buteau

In my opinion, the property [_1 meets [_] does not meet the National Register criteria. ([_] See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natignal Park Service Certification J
| hereby/certify that the property is: “(S)énature of the Keeper A ﬂ Date of Action

entered in the National Register.
[_] See continuation sheet.
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[_] determined eligible for the ~ d/( /ow W
National Register. ] (_{ .
[_] See continuation sheet. VA‘v, Vi 2 & / Z a 2'

[_] determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[_] removed from the National
Register.

[_] other, (explain:)




Town Clock Building
Name of Property

Dubuque, lowa
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property  Category of Property

{Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

Number of Resources within Property
{Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

[X] private [X] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[_] public-local [_] district 0 buildings
[_1 public-State [_] site
[_] public-Federal [_] structure sites
[_] object
structures
objects
0 Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register
0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Commerce/Trade/business/office building

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)
Commerce/Trade/business/office building

7. Description

Architectural Classification
{Enter categories from instructions)

Late Victorian/Italianate

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation _stone

walls Brick
roof Asphalt
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Town Clock Building
Name of Property

Dubugue, lowa

County and State

8. Statement of Signific;nce

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

[_] A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

[_]1 B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[ X1 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[_1 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

[_] A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

[_1 B removed from its original location.

[_] C a birthplace or grave.

[ 1 D a cemetery.

[ 1 E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

[ 1 F a commemorative property.

[_] G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

{Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Period of Significance
1873-1945

Period of Significance
1873

1945

1970

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Heer, Fridolin J., Sr., and Naescher, Edward

Farwell, L. T., General Contractor

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[_1 preliminary determination of individual listing
(36 CFR 67) has been requested

[_] previously listed in the National Register

[_] previously determined eligible by the National
Register

[_1 designated a National Historic Landmark

[_] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

[_] recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
[ X ] State Historic Preservation Office

[_]1 Other State agency
[_]1 Federal agency
[_] Local government
[_] University
[_] Other

Name of repository:
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property ___less than one acre

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1[1]5] [6]9]111618]10] [4]17]10]718]1410] 72 I I N A I I A A I I I I

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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[_] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

{Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
{Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title __James E. Jacobsen

organization _History Pays! Historic Preservation Consulting Firm date _October 18, 2001
street & number __4411 Ingersoli Avenue telephone 515-274-325
city or town Des Moines state 1A zip code _50312

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the complete form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
{Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Clock Tower Building Company

street & number _823-25 Main Street telephone __(563) 5687-5183
city or town Dubuque state ___lowa zip code _52004-0028

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.}).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.















vvvvv

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number 7 Page 5

Town Clock Building Dubuque County, Iowa
recessed crosses flank the window arch in the central bay. A line of brick boxes (painted white), unaligned with the
corbel work below it, mirrors the stone boxes described above the transom line below, and underscores the metal
cornice line above it. This line does not continue across middle bay.

The metal cornice projects boldly and offers fairly simple design lines. A broad plain frieze is capped with a
row of dentils. Single (on each side wall) and paired (at each pilaster cap) brackets with pendants support the cornice
and parapet. The cornice line projects as noted across the central bay at which point it bore the clock tower set above
it.

The earliest known historic photographs (see Figures 1, 29, and 30) indicate that two projecting horizontal
elements, composed either of wood or brick, are missing. Other elements are likely absent from the cornice line
above this point. There is a curious semi-circular recessed void with a matching brick arch that is centered above the
keystone of the main central window. Its original appearance remains unclear at this time.
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Figure 6: Front and Rear elevation drawings, Jeffrey Morton, Architect

The Rear (West) Wall:

The back wall features symmetrical fenestration, each window being defined by a simple projecting stone sill
and a projecting smooth surfaced plain stone lintel. The brickwork is of soft-fired red brick set in running bond. The
ground level windows are half-length. There were two original rear openings. The side walls are party walls and are
not available for inspection, both were originally party walls with no fenestration. The south wall is presently
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Figure 10: Main floor plan, Jeffrey Morton, Architect



vvvvv

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number

7 Page 9

Town Clock Building

Dubuque County, Iowa

T |

|

L.

SOUTH BAY

.........

"As Built

D

As Built ) o 4 "
Second Level Floor Plan o™ mm—

Figure 11: Second floor plan, Jeffrey Morton, Architect
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Figure 12: Third floor plan, Jeffrey Morton, Architect






























vvvvv

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number 8 Page 19
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8. Significance Statement:

This commercial block represents a well-designed and well preserved example of an early 1870s Italianate
style commercial block. It is locally significant under Criterion C, for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places. Relatively few commercial blocks from this decade survive in downtown Dubuque and this is the only
survivor of 19" Century commercial architecture in what was once the heart of that city’s downtown. Built as one of
the first “skyscrapers” in what was a low-profile downtown dominated only by church steeples and the surrounding
bluff lines, this building was specifically designed to bear its clock tower prominently so that all persons, whether on
the river or ashore, could know the time. Devoid of its clock and tower, the building can still be readily recognized
and interpreted for its special structural role, that of successfully supporting a massive tower and clock. As such it
represents a later 19" Century architectural engineering solution, one that was particularly challenged to avoid the
structural failure that doomed the first town clock and its host building.

This building is of historical interest for its long-term association with the Dubuque tradition of providing a
publicly visible town clock for its residents. This unusual service was apparently restricted to river valley cities where
the flat terrace based downtowns tended to have lower building profiles and where the ground level was set just above
the river level. A prominent clock tower could be readily seen from all directions, and if out of sight, the sounding of
the bells was sufficient to announce the hour’s arrival for miles around. This uncommon combination of private and
public interests represents the union of local scientific, philanthropic and promotional interests. A town clock served
a basic need, but it also advertised the “wide-awake” and progressive energy of a growing modern city. The clock
was placed on a prominent commercial block for civic public service. This building also attests to the prominence of
leading merchant George D. Wood (1829-90) and Dr. Asa Horr, the two principals who were the leaders in the local
town clock project. George Wood owned and built the two clock tower buildings and forced the city’s hand in
replacing the lost first town clock.

The Origins of Dubuque’s Clock Tower:

Mid-nineteenth century urban American merchants habitually relied upon the local newspaper to keep local
time in the days before the adoption of standard time zones by the railroads in 1883. In Waterloo, Iowa, for example a
silver ball descended in New Year’s Day fashion to announce the arrival of high noon. Merchants and other watch
owners would gather in front of their businesses, and wait with watch covers open, for the telegraphed time
announcement to cause the sphere to plummet. Watches adjusted, conversation ceased and work was resumed. Some
major cities like New Orleans boasted a municipal town clock that served the same function, with its multiple clock
faces being visible in every direction. Such an arrangement worked particularly well in cities where high-level
construction was limited by the absence of supportive bedrock. Town clocks appear to have been particularly favored
in towns along the Mississippi River. Even in diminutive German Guttenberg, just north of Dubuque, local
subscribers urged the local Lutheran pastor to place a town clock in a prominent church steeple. This was during the
early summer of 1859. In the later 1890s the ground-level corner clock became popular. In Des Moines the Postal
Telegraph and Cable Company installed eight 11-feet high corner clocks complete with barometers and thermometers
(Valley Register, June 23, 1859; Des Moines Daily News, May 25, 1897, p. 4, column 3).
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Dr. Asa Horr was particularly taken by the town clock in New Orleans. Time was of particular importance to
Dr. Horr because of his broad scientific interests. He organized the Iowa Institute of Science and Arts, was a member
of the American Association for Advancement of Science and was particularly interested in astronomy. Horr resettled
to Dubuque in 1847. In 1864 he conceived of a Dubuque town clock and organized the movement to make it a
reality. The New York firm Naylor & Company produced the clock mechanism. The bell cost $304. Mr. George D.
Wood added an internal cast iron support system to his business block to hold the clock and bell at a cost of $1,000,
and the clock erection cost $2,000. Chicago architect William Longhurst designed the protective casing for the clock
and bell. The clock was in operation by November 1864 and represented a notable city improvement made during the
closing months of the Civil War. The question of ownership came up after the fact and the Dubuque Town Clock
Company was formed on December 11, 1865, shareholders being those who had subscribed at least $25 to the project.
Signatories on the articles of incorporation were George D. Wood, Sheffield & Scott, Westphal & Hinds, Woodworth
& Company, James Cushing, J. K. Graves, L. D. Randall & Company, Rouse & Williams, Andrew & Tredway, R. A.
Babbage, H. W. Sanford, Platt Smith and John Bell & Company. Many of these commercial firms were the most
prominent ones in the city. The clock company maintained a transit that was mounted on a 17-feet long stone pier,
sunken into the earth behind Dr. Horr’s office. The transit was used to determine the correct time “with precision to a
quarter of a second” based upon the observation of the stars. The same instrument was used by Dr. Horr and
Professor James C. Walton, Ann Arbor Michigan, to ascertain the exact longitude of the city, a feat accomplished on
December 1, 1865. Dubuque’s longitude was “fixed” before the same accomplishment could be claimed for Chicago

(Old Dubuque, pp. 30-31; Daily Herald, May 29, 1872; Q. E. Root’s Dubuque City Directory, 1867, p. 183).

Competent judges say our clock kept the best time of any town clock in the United
States; a fact admitted by watchmakers and adepts in time-keeping, and largely due to
the skillful superintendence of Dr. Horr.

Herald, May 29, 1872

The first Town Clock building marked the north end of the city’s commercial heart. By ¢.1900 the location
emerged as the “100-percent” downtown location, the point where the largest buildings would congregate. The clock
was not visible from the river, given the considerable distance (largely unoccupied swampland) which separated the
downtown and the riverfront. It served the downtown area and its bells extended its service range to those who were
out of sight. The hour bell on the clock had an impressive range on a clear day, being audible in Zollicoffer, six miles
to the north, and Flint Hill to the south (Daily Herald, March 6, 1983).

The first Town Clock building was at best a second-hand structure. Built in 1845 by Mr. H. S. Hetherington,
it first housed a Congregational church, and then the German “The Odeon” theater. Briefly the post office, then a
concert hall, it finally was the home of the John Bell Company, a dry goods firm. By 1872 the building was judged to
be “one of the old landmarks of the city” (Daily Herald, May 26, 1872).

Tragedies are a part of every city history and the historical echoes of the collapse of Dubuque’s Town Clock in
1872 still linger in the minds of most contemporary Dubuquers. Witnesses remained available when the Telegraph-
Herald observed the 50" anniversary of the event in 1922. The paper then noted “There are in Dubuque today several
who well remember that Saturday afternoon when disaster occurred, and hundreds who know every detail of the story
as it has been related round the family circle in the impressionable period in their lives when it registered upon the
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The first reference is made at this time as to the progress of Wood’s new building, with a Herald reference to
foundation work on the site. L. T. Farwell was the general contractor, Piffner Brothers had the foundation contract
and a bricklayer named Wood was to do the brick work. The Herald estimated that 10-12 weeks would complete the
building but wisely predicted “the finishing strokes will not be put on the clock tower for a much longer period.” The
cost estimate for the clock tower and belfry was $4,000, this sum to be raised by subscription. The Times enjoined its
readers that “This matter deserved the earnest consideration of all our citizens, for the town clock is an every day
friend whose kind offices we can on no account dispense with” (ibid.).

Businessmen quickly urged that the city should bear the cost of the clock. By June 28 Wood estimated the
added cost for the clock (with an illuminated face) and tower as $5,000. The stockholders of the Town Clock
Association accepted an offer by S. Howard Company, the manufacturers of the original clock, to credit the salvage
value of the ruined clock against the cost of a replacement. The members appointed Dr. Horr as the chair of the clock
project and named a committee (George Wood, Dr. Horr, D. E. Lyon and William Andrew) to consult with the city as
to how to best rebuild the clock tower. By July 4 a dozen similarly worded petitions sought taxpayers’ signatures in
support of public funding of the clock project. The argument in favor of the public support was that a few persons had
paid for the first eight successful years of clock operation and that the benefit should be fairly supported. The Times
commended the liberal support for the petitions and observed “The people of Dubuque know what an advantage,
convenience and benefit to them a town clock has been, and do not propose to long remain without one.” By July 7
Mayor Turck, several aldermen and the Town Clock Association representatives came to agreement on the matter of
public funding, and reported its recommendation to the City Council. They recommended “...the immediate
construction and replacing of tower and clock, on a plan that will not be surpassed by any city in the Union. The new
clock will have illuminated dials, to accommodate the people at night, and will be placed in a tower, built from the
ground especially for it, a hundred feet in height from base to summit.” The Council agreed with one exception on
July 8. The Herald castigated the unnamed Alderman:

We would suggest, for the benefit of the alderman who seemed inclined to oppose the appropriation
because he labored under the impression that the clock was a fit subject for seizure by city creditors,
that none of the nightmares bondholders will, in all probability, ever care about adorning their parlors
or vest pockets with it. It isn’t as portable as an Elgin watch, and there are few creditors so mean as to
rob us of our time and money both.”

Economists on the Council opposed the dial illumination as well as the second bell to strike the half-hours. The
Herald noted that 90 percent of the citizenry favored the improvements and that public funding demanded “liberality
and enterprise” rather than parsimony if the new clock was to be a source of community pride (Daily Times, June 28,
29, July 4, 1872; Herald, July 3,9, 30, 1872).

Two local merchants were loath to wait any longer for the planned town clock. A. W. Kemler set up a “town
clock” in his store that was to “serve as the standard time for that part of the city. The Herald reported “by the crooks
and turns in trade he has become the owner of Cornelyson’s clock said to be a splendid time piece.” A merchant
named Wormood (or Wormwood by one account) imported a $675 astronomical regulator clock manufactured by the
S. Howard Company. The clock and case weighed 325 pounds, the pendulum ball alone 33 pounds. The same
mechanism, said to be “the best specimen of clock manufacture we have seen,” was in use by the Smithsonian
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The clock tower construction effort began in early October and marked the involvement of the city in the
larger building effort. The formal agreement between George Woods and the city was finalized only on September
16, 1872 (and wasn’t filed for record until 1888!). Woods granted to the city “the right to erect a tower suitable for
said clock, up, through and on said store, and to hold, enjoy and maintain said tower and clock perpetually.” The city
pledged to “bear all the additional expense that shall or may occur in and about the building by reason of constructing
said tower and the said additional expense to be estimated from the ground foundation to the top of the tower...it
being understood that the tower begins on the ground.” The city further pledged to “place in said tower a first class
clock and bell and after the same shall be so put in, to keep the same and the said tower in good condition and time so
long as the building in which it is placed shall stand.” The city received a right of way for those in charge of
managing the clock operations “for the purpose of over seeing, winding and repairing it, up through said store,
without hindrance.” The owners were to prevent unauthorized access to the tower and the city pledged to deduct the
value of the clock and tower from any property assessment (Property Abstract).

L. T. Farwell, the general contractor for the Wood’s block, was “fully engrossed” in finished the building, so
the Town Clock Committee (and not the city) contracted with John Mullany (1813-1884) to design and complete the
clock tower within 30 days, before the advent of cold weather. It is perhaps strange that the original architect
completed his design work without including the tower. They must have defined a weight range for the addition. The
1875-76 directory clearly states that Heer & Naesher designed “...[the] Town Clock Building except the tower.” The
clock and bell were due to arrive within a month of the contract date, about mid-October. Mullany was an Irish-born
architect who came to America in 1849. Primarily a house-builder, he was being termed an architect by this time
period. He designed the local Episcopal Church in mid-1872, his work being described as “chaste and very
proportionate by the Times. Mullany went straight to work and by October 13, the Herald could report “The Town
Clock tower is building up rapidly under the supervision of architect Mullany. The derricks which have been erected
are busily operated raising material for the tower.” Another report followed at month’s end when the same source
noted “The galvanized iron work on the tower clock steeple, will cost $2,000, and Messrs. [Peter] Klauer & Bro.> and
T. Henny have taken contract for doing it” (Daily Times, June 4, October 10, 1872; Herald, October 10, 13, 31, 1872
Jacobsen, p. E-146; 1875-76 J. M. Wolfe’s Dubuque City Directory, p. 23).

The city clock tower may with propriety be considered a public edifice. The building which it
embellished was, in its construction, strengthened at an expense of $3,000, to sustain the tower. The
tower, clock and fells are the property of the city and are said to have cost $20,000. Mr. John Mullany

was the architect.
Directory of the City of Dubuque For 1875-76, p. 14

Certainly Architect Heer computed and designed the tower support system well before Mullany came on the
scene, and presumably also designed the clock tower. Mullany’s role was that of a building superintendent (obituary,
Times, April 19, 1884).

> Peter Klauer ((1827-1880+) was German born. He reached Dubuque in 1855 and started his iron comice and tin roof manufacturing
company in 1870 (History of Dubuque County, 1880, p. 823).
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10.  Geographical Data
Legal Description:

City Lot 54, Original Plat of Dubuque.
Boundary Justification:

The building covers the entire lot and the full lot is included in the nomination. The Clock Tower, located on
Clock Tower Plaza, is not included in this nomination.

Photographs:

Photographer: James E. Jacobsen
Date of Photographs: April 23, 1901
Location of Original Negative: Property Owners

Image: Direction Description

northwest full facade, street level

same same from roof of Security Building

southwest same

northwest rear wall, south side wall, roof from Dubuque Building

0NN Wn kW

southwest interior, cast iron clock tower supports main floor
south same, third floor

same original clock base with relocated clock visible to south
northwest Main Street contextual view
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Town Clock Building Dubuque County, Iowa

Installing the clock and bell:

The completion of the building readily outpaced the production of the replacement clock and bell. Although
S. Howard was identified early on as the manufacturer of the replacement clock, there was no contract for it as late as
August 20. By that date the main bell had been ordered and a decision on the bell was promised within the next few
weeks. The decision to illuminate the clock dials (“despite what has been said against it”) and other improvements
had been finalized (Herald, October 10, 20, 1872).

The new clockworks were manufactured by Howard & Company, Boston, and the 4,581-pound steel bell was
cast by Messrs. Vickers Sons & Company of Sheffield, England. The bell measured 68 inches in diameter, “half
larger than any other in the city.” A second smaller bell, the original from the old clock tower, was reused in the new
mechanism. Both bells would chime the quarter and half hours, while the steel bell would announce the hour. The
bell reached New York in early February 1873 and arrived in Dubuque on March 5. The manufacture of the clock
was delayed by difficulties “in preparing patterns suitable to the style of those ordered for our use” (Zimes, October
11, 1872; Daily Herald, October 10, 1872; February 5, March 6, 1873).

The reuse of the smaller old bell was a particular advantage because of its reputation for being audible at great
distances. A bell three times its size, housed in the City Hall bell tower, barely carried its tones to the city limits, let
alone well beyond them (Daily Herald, March 6, 1873).

The “Briton” bell was conveyed to the new building the afternoon of March 7. En route, it was “the cynosure
of many eyes.” It was mounted in the tower on the 11™ and first heard that evening. The Herald reported “It is quite
evident that it has power to be heard all over the city, and, in favorable weather, for miles beyond.” The “anxiously
awaited” clockworks reached the city that same evening and the smaller bell was put in place on the 12", It was
predicted that “in one week watchmen can regulate their repeaters, levers, lepines and turneps by the city clock.” W.
W. Woodman assembled the clock, he previously having served as the mechanic who both installed and maintained
the first clock. Dr. Horr announced that the clock would be assembled in mid-March. An unexpected problem had
delayed the installation, as described by the Herald:

The delay is caused by the disproportion of the size of the clock weights to the flues in which they
will be suspended. The weights have been placed in the hands of the machinists to be made the proper
size. The flues will pass from the tower down [to] the basement of the building, so that in case of an
accident in the breaking of a rope, the weights will fall upon solid earth and do no damage.

There was also some dissatisfaction with the imported master steel bell. The same source discoursed on its failings.

...the bells, the big bell in particular, does not reach the summit of public expectations in its tones.
Every man you meet queries about the big bell and has a theory of his own to remedy the fault in it. Its
tones do not ring out clear and penetrating above the smaller bell, and not reach out as far as was
promised for it by the gentlemen who purchased it. The tower is wrongly constructed it is said, and
impedes the flow of the sound, and a change in the enclosure of the tower and the construction of a
sounding board above the bell is talked of. Others believe that the fault lies partly in the way the bell is
struck—the clock hammer is too small and does not strike with sufficient momentum to draw out the


















