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The High Steel Bridge was the second of two large steel arches to be erected by the Simpson Logging Company on
Forest Service land in 1929. These bridges carried a single railroad track across formidable chasms opening up expansive
tracts of previously inaccessible timber on the Olympic Peninsula.

The 685 foot steel riveted webbed arch which rises 375 feet above the Skokomish River's South Fork, rivals its
majestic surroundings. The building materials which included a considerable amount of concrete for the footings, lumber
for the decking, concrete forms, and railings, and 750 tons of steel were hauled by rail across the recently completed
Vance Creek Bridge.

The American Bridge Company, a subsidiary of the U.S. Steel Products Company, was the contractor for the $131,000

structure. The Simpson Logging Company spent an additional $100,000 in lumber in the construction of the bridge. The
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Kramer Adams, Logging Railroads of the West, (Seattle, 1961), p. 54.
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‘Description (continued)

Both the Vance Creek Bridge and the High Steel Bridge are structures of enormous proportions constructed in a
remote timbered wilderness. They were built during a time when high costs were bringing an end to the era of logging
railroads. By the 1930's, the West's most accessible timber had been logged, and the initial investment of construc-
tion and equipment costs for even the shortest railroad lines, was becoming prohibitive. It was only the largest
corporations, such as the Simpson Logging Company, that would find that the unit cost of hauling logs by rail was
cheaper than that by truck.

The High Steel Bridge continued to carry logs by railroad until the 50's or early 60's. However, unlike the Vance
Creek Bridge, it was converted for vehicular use so that the logs could be transported by truck. In 1964, the rail
bed was finally replaced by a concrete deck at a cost of $64,000.

Both the Vance Creek Bridge and the High Steel Bridge are among the only long span structures remaining in the

- State that functioned as part of a logging railroad. Their steel construction was particularly unusual, and reflected
the evolution in the use of logging railroads. During the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the logging railroad
bridges were usually timber structures. Although the mainline of the logging railroads were in service for a number of
years, the structures on the spur lines, which often included extremely long and high timber trestles, were temporary,
and were abandoned or reused at different Tocations as soon as the specific area was logged. However, as construction
costs increased, enormous structures like the High Steel Bridge were only economically feasible if they could be used
over a long period of time. After a period of more than fifty years, logs continue to be hauled over the High Steel
Bridge. The alterations to the bridge, however, have reflected the inevitable changes in the transportation of timber -
the gradual disappearance of the Togging railroads and their replacement by trucks.
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