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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Albany Passenger Terminal Station, built shortly before 1910, is 
located at the end of an open brick plaza at the dead end of Front Street.

The depot, as it is most commonly called, is a long, low hip roofed struc 
ture of dark red brick and wide, overhanging eaves. The building is actually 
composed of 3 sections. The two large waiting rooms, ticket offices, and 
restroom areas are contained in the center building. A large baggage room is 
separated from the main station by a wide covered passengeway; and on the 
opposing south side of the waiting room is a covered passageway leading to a 
separate building once used as a restaurant. Extensive umbrella sheds cover 
the concrete platforms along the tracks.

In detail the front facade of the depot is that of a solid brick wall 
defined by groups of long narrow beveled edge glass windows between the doubl 
door entrance areas with flat bracketed roofs supported by brick piers.

The train tracks run north and southeast of the paved area that sets the 
depot in a Renaissance plaza type setting.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Albany Passenger Terminal or Depot was opened in 1910 as a result 
of the increased railroad usage that made Albany a major southwest Georgia 
city. Even the building's architecture with its progressive Wrightian 
prairie school design approach, bespeaks of the-forward moving actions of 
early 20th century Albany. The increased construction of railroad lines to 
Albany brought a new era of more dependable transportation which drew south­ 
west Georgia into closer contact with the world and a quicker development of 
the region.

By Circa 1900 seven railroads including the Atlantic and Gulf, an exten 
sion of the Southwestern Railroad, the Albany and Northern, the Columbus 
Southern and the Georgia Northearn Railroad were coming into Albany. As man r 
as 35 passenger trains came through Albany daily. Just before World War II, 
several luxury trains including the Flamingo, Dixie Flyer and Seminole passei 
through Albany, coming directly from Chicago enroute to Miami. This passen­ 
ger terminal served the city of Albany for over sixty years the last passen­ 
ger train leaving Albany on May 1, 1971.

As for the architectural qualities of the Albany Passenger terminal, 
the building serves, even more than the railroad history, in recording the 
significance of Albany's progressive state during the early 20th century by 
its innovative use of the Prairie school design. The emphasis on the hori­ 
zontal by low hipped rooflines, the use of ribbon windows, and massive 
rectangular porch piers are principle characteristics of the Prairie style - 
the style which Frank Lloyd Wright first used in residential architecture in 
1900 - less than ten years before the Terminal Station's construction. To 
have translated the stylistic qualities from residential to commercial use, 
from the mid west to southwest Georgia in less than ten years is especially 
significant. Although extensive research has not produced the name of the 
designing architect for the Albany depot, surely one of sophistication and 
keen awareness was responsible for this design.

The passenger Teisminal is the last remaining vestige of Albany's 
passenger railroad service and with its importance architecturally and to 
the area's economic development, it is worthy of recognition and preserva­ 
tion. Presently the building is unoccupied but plans have been proposed for 
its adaptive use when funding becomes available.
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