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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located on a 900 acre farm approximately 1^ miles south of Ballardsville off 
Kentucky 53, Spring Hill is situated on a rise near Floyds Fork. The site is 
one of the highest in Oldham County with the land sloping away from the house 
towards Floyds Fork on the west and Gathright Creek on the south. The house 
rests in the extreme southeast section of Oldham County about six miles south 
east of the county seat at LaGrange Oldham, primarily an agricultural county, 
lies along the Ohio River just northeast of metropolitan Jefferson County, and 
in the last few years has experienced a steady growth in population due to the 
large numbers of people moving from Louisville and Jefferson County.

Facing southeast, Spring Hill is a 2% story, three-bay brick dwelling constructed 
ca, 1800. Resting on a low stone foundation, the asymmetrical facade (see photo 1) 
accomodates the hall-and-parlor plan. Brickwork is an interesting combination of 
Flemish bond on the first floor level and common bond on the second* Six-over- 
six double-hung windows with pegged sash are capped by shallow jack arches, 
while the cellar windows display segmental arched openings. Brick exterior and 
interior chimneys are located at the northeast and southwest gable ends, respectively, 
Gable end windows pierce the attic level where a box cornice is visible, and a 
standing seam metal roof covers the house.

During the Greek Revival period the house underwent additions and alterations 
which are evident in the northeast wing, the ell, and various elements such as 
the front portico, door trim, and the tripartite window in the wing. The one- 
room, single-story wing is set back from the main facade behind the northeast 
chimney and contains an end chimney projecting one brick from the northwest wall 
(see photo 2). The two-story ell is appended to the northwest corner of the 
central block and is connected to it by a two-story frame gallery on the south 
west gable end (see photo 3). A single-story unit is attached to the north end 
of the ell. Frame porches have been added on the rear of the main block adjoining 
the northeast wing and along the east side of the ell. A one-story Greek Revival 
portico consisting of wooden piers supporting a plain entablature shelters the 
front entrance. The double-panel door and the shouldered architrave surround 
are Greek as well (see photo 4).

The interior consists of a hall-and-parlor plan with the stairs being enclosed 
between the interior walls (see floor plan). Of roughly equal size, the rooms 
contain the original floors as well as woodwork dating from the Federal and 
Greek periods. ^e mantle, baseboards, and the double-panel doors in the east 
room feflect the Greek Revival modifications, while in the same room the door 
trim, the slightly panelled treatment of the door and window jambs, and the 
six-panel door leading onto the rear porch are indicative of the Federal period 
as is the mantle and remaining chair rail in the west room and the window trim 
throughout the house (see photos 5-9). A door was cut in the rear wall of the 
west room to give access to the ell.

Northeast of the house is a brick smokehouse (see photo 10) and further north 
east along the drive is a graveyard containing markers dating from the eighteenth 
century. The nominated property, approximately 2% acres, is designed so as to 
encompass the main house, smokehouse and the graveyard.
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Spring Hill represents not only one of Oldham County's earliest surviving buildings 
but one which remains a substantial structure embodying, in proportion and detail, a 
skillfully executed and well-preserved example of late eighteenths-early nineteenth 
century architecture. The simple hall-and-parlor plan represents an early Kentucky 
house form, while the Greek Revival additions and modifications reflect the evolution 
of style which contributes to the overall historic character of the house.. In addition, 
Spring Hill was the home of Major William Berry Taylor, founder of the Oldham County 
seat of LaGrange.

Born in 1768, Major Taylor was a surveyor who in 1796 purchased from his uncle, 
Colonel Francis Taylor, a 1,000 acre Revolutionary War land grant in what was then 
Shelby County. Bringing his family from Botetoute County, Virginia shortly before 
1800, Major Taylor settled on his recently acquired property and immediately began 
construction of Spring Hill. Besides being one of the area*s earliest settlers and a 
prominent landowner, Major Taylor was the founder of LaGrange which he named for the 
countryhome of the Marquis de LaFayette whose 1825 visit to Kentucky coincided with 
the establishment of the county seat.. Oldham County was created in 1824 with LaGrange 
being laid off the following year. Major Taylor donated land to be used for the 
courthouse, a church, a school, and a graveyard..

After his death at Spring Hill in 1836, Major Taylor's youngest son inherited Spring 
Hill and the house remained in the Taylor family until 1919.. Currently in need of 
some repair, the present owner plans to restore Spring Hill and maintain it as a 
rental property.
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