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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Completed in 1890, this once handsome three-story masonry structure is
located on the upper part of what was once the Main Street of Granite.
The building faces north and is built back into the mountain behind it.

Exterior: The foundation and first floor of the building was built of
native granite. The east and west side walls are two feet thick. The
case iron for the iron and wood panel front were cast in the Western Iron
Works foundry in Butte, Montana. The 8-inch thick walls of the other two
stories are of red brick with cut granite trim for the windows and a
decorative cornice of sheet metal on the front. Five brick chimneys once
crowned each of the east and west side walls. The building's overall
dimensions are approximately 98 feet by 48 feet.

Interior: The ground floor, now in ruins with its interior finish and

wood floor gone, once housed the lounge and recreation areas. Two large
narrow rooms separated by a solid granite wall ran almost the length of

the building. The main hall, with a ceiling height of over 18 feet was
located on the second floor and had a stage on the end near the mountain

at grade level. The second floor also had union offices, a library,
reception room, ante-room, ticket booth and hallways. A stairway along

the east wall led to the third floor lodge hall which consisted of a single
30 feet by 44 feet room. The floor of the main hall had a maple "spring
floor" suitable for dancing. Also of note is the artificially-grained

soft wood wainscoting on all interior trim. Today the furnishings are

gone and the sheet metal covered Mansard roof over the main hall has fallen
in; only the roof over the lodge room on the third floor front of the
building remains. The maple "spring floor" has long disappeared, and the
floor sags back to a void where the stage once stood, The shell of masonry
sides and front remain, but the interior is disintegrating.

Renewed mining activity in 1974 may soon cause a threat to this and other
remaining buildings in Granite.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Known as the Silver Queen City, Granite reached her heyday in 1889 when the
production of the mines ran as high as $250,000 to $275,000 a month.

Located 2,000 feet above the valley floor, the town was well named, for the
entire granite mountain even lacked fertile topsoil. Neither water wells
nor graves were dug here. Burials took place in the valley four miles
below the town. Water was hauled up the mountain in wooden barrels.

The social center of Granite was the Miner's Union Hall, completed
December 31, 1890. The three-story brick and stone building with its
decorative front facade of wood, metal and brick housed the club and game
rooms on the first floor, an auditorium and offices on the second floor
and the lodge room on the third floor.

Of interest is a portion of the dedication speech made by James A.
Gilfillan, president of the Union, during the dedication on New Year's Eve,
1890. He stated, "The Union does not debate politics, religion or public
opinion in their hall, and their meetings are confined strictly to the
interests of the working man. . .".

Dances, concerts, theatricals and celebrations were held in the big main
hall on the second floor. The maple "spring floor" was said to be the
finest dance floor west of the Mississippi, and the stage was designed by
C. H. Young of Butte who reportedly was the designer of the stage for the
Bozeman Opera House, Granite became part of the theatre circuit of John
Maguire of Butte, and minstrel shows, plays and operas appeared there for
several years. : :

Then, on August 1, 1893, an order came to shut down the mines. Within 24
hours the town was almost deserted. Now a ghost town, Granite was reborn
several times and as the people returned, the Miners Union Hall again
became the social center of the town, with dances in the main hall and

meetings upstairs, It is now one of the last remaining buildings in the
town,

Money invested in Granite came from St. Louis and that city is indebted to
Granite Mountain and Bi-Metalic silver. The proceeds of these mines
laid the foundation for St. Louis' first major real estate boom.
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