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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The waterwheel was built on the Wenatchee River in 1897 to provide
irrigation for an eighty-acre homestead comprised of both fruit and

livestock acreage. At this time, the wheel stood twenty-two feet

high, and had a wooden hub and wooden buckets.

Seventeen years later, a Columbia River steamboat Captain by the name
of Paul Stoffel acquired thirteen acres of fruit ranch from the original
Stoffel, who sailed on the Columbia from 1900 to 1914, also
gained possession of the waterwheel which he began rebuilding.

homestead.

Stoffel took a steel shaft from one of the old stern-wheelers on the
Upper Columbia and installed it as the waterwheel's main shaft. Also
added were nine-gallon steel buckets and a double circle of steel

When completed, the water-lifting capacity
of the wheel had been raised to twenty-nine feet. When in operation,
the wheel supplied water for thirteen acres of orchard at a steady

hooping for added strength.

flow of well over .5 cubic feet per second.

Stoffel's rebuilt wheel was in constant use from 1914 until 1955 when
high water warped a few of the large foundation timbers. As a result,
Stoffel was forced to abandon the wheel and use an electric pump instead.
Interestingly, the wheel and foundation had withstood the highest water
of the century seven years earlier in 1948, only to succumb to the

lesser flood of 1955.

In 1972, another spring flood undermined more of the foundation; and,

as a result, the wheel was canted off-center causing some damage to the
spokes and the water-carrying flume.
cause more damage or perhaps even destroy the wheel unless it is re-

stored or moved.\\\<

A future spring run-off may well
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Captain Stoffel waterwheel is certainly one of the last of the
large irrigation wheels still remaining in the Pacific Northwest Region;
and, in recent years, it has attracted hundreds of visitors and photo-
graphers. B

Once there were at least two others on the Wenatchee River?\but today
only the Stoffel wheel remains. Due to its sturdy construction, it
has withstood numerous spring floods and may even still be put back
into operable condition. ;\

The builder's originality and talent are clearly reflected in the
wheel's construction. The inner spokes, for example, were erected in

a bicycle-tire kind of arrangement that is immediately noticeable when
the waterwheel is viewed from its front platform. The outer spokes,

on the other hand, were tapered to a point and fitted perfectly together
to the main shaft; and the shaft itself was originally the hub of a

. Columbia River steamboat. Standing nearly thirty-feet high, the wheel
is not only a fine example of an early settler's agricultural ingenuity,
but it is also a thing of beauty and grace fitting in well with the
nearby rushingstream and hards. -
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NAME AND TITLE:

Karl Stoffel

ORGANIZATION DATE
, Nov. 27, 1972
STREET AND NUMBER:
Route 1
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Cashmere ashin 53

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [] State [}

Namﬂ)/%/ﬁ/ f/@ay

Local [X

Charles H. Odegaard

Title Director - Washington State

Parks & Recreation Commission

Date

Moy 4, 1473

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Higtpric Preservation

/15173

Date
ATTEST:
K2
Keeper!6f The National Regﬂster
Date /) é 7 ?

GPO 931.894
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Captain Stoffel Waterwheel was built on the Wenatchee River in 1897
to provide irrigation for an eighty-acre homestead comprised of both
fruit and livestock acreage. At this time, the wheel stood twenty-two
feet high, and had a wooden hub and wooden buckets.

Seventeen years later, a Columbia River steamboat captain by the name of
Paul Stoffel acquired thirteen acres of fruit ranch from the original
homestead. Stoffel, who sailed on the Columbia from 1900 to 1914, also
gained possession of the waterwheel which he began rebuilding.

Stoffel took a steel shaft from an old sternwheeler and installed it as
the waterwheel's main shaft. Also added were 24 nine-gallon steel.
buckets and a double circle of steel hooping for added strength. When
completed, the water-lifting capacity of the wheel had been raised to
twenty-nine feet. When in operation, the wheel supplied water for the
thirteen acres of orchard at a steady flow of well over .5 cubic feet
per second.

Stoffel's rebuilt wheel was in constant use from 1914 until 1950, by
which time high water had warped a few of the large foundation timbers.
As a result, Stoffel was forced to abandon the wheel and use an electric
pump instead. Interestingly, the wheel and foundation had withstood the
highest water of the century two years earlier in 1948,

By 1973, further spring run-offs had undermined more of the foundation
_and the wheel was canted off-center causing some damage to the spokes
and the water carrying flumes. On June 19, 1973, the wheel was placed
in the National Register, but five months later the structure was

moved from its original location. In order to prevent continuing
destruction caused by the annual flooding of the Wenatchee River, the
owner had agreed to donate it to Cashmere's Willis Carey Museum, located
about three miles upstream. In early November, 1973, a twin-rotored
helicopter owned by the Pack River Lumber Company lifted the wheel

from the original location and set it down on a specially constructed
concrete foundation on the museum grounds. This new location was also
next to the Wenatchee River, and plans are currently being prepared by
the Chelan County Historical Society to refurbish the wheel and make it
operational. The metal buckets and the paddles were removed from the
wheel, prior to the transfer, to prevent destruction from the helicopter
backwash, However, one bucket was lost in the river. The paddles and
buckets will eventually be placed back on the wheel.

In accordance with National Park Service directives, the Washington State

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation reconsidered the status of the
wheel on March 8, 1974. This was necessary because this property had
been moved from its original location after being placed in the
National Register. After deliberating for some time, the Council
decided that the wheel was still of National Register quality and
recommended that it remain listed as such.
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Abor iginal ] Education O Political L] Urban Planning
O Prehistoric Engineering (] Religion/Phi- [ Other (Specity)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Captain Stoffel Waterwheel is certainly one of the last of the
large irrigation wheels still remaining in the Pacific Northwest
Region, and, in recent years, it has attracted hundreds of visitors
and photographers.

Once there were at least two others on the Wenatchee River, but today
only the Stoffel wheel remains. Due to its sturdy construction, it
has withstood numerous spring floods.

The builder's originality and talent are clearly reflected in the
wheel's construction. The inner spokes, for example, were erected in

a bicycle-tire kind of arrangement that is immediately noticeable when
the waterwheel is viewed from its front platform. The outer spokes,

on the other hand, were tapered to a point and fitted perfectly
together to the main shaft; and the shaft itself was originally the hub
of a Columbia River steamboat. Standing nearly thirty-feethigh, the
wheel is not only a fine example of an early settler's mechanical
ingenuity, but it is also a thing of beauty and grace fitting in well
with the nearby rushing stream. ,
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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in the National Register and certify that it has been
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National
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National Register.
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