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The altered Newburyport Harbor Front Range Light wes moved from its original
location an Bayley's Whaf to its present location within the metes and'bounds
of the adjacent Mearimec River Coest Guard Station, which wes built in 1972

It is only a short distance to the dodk axd Newburyport Harbor ad is still
ussd a8 a dymak by navigators. Muh restoration axd preservation hes are
to this part of Newburyport, ad the man shopping district ad Cudoms House
are just a few blocks to the west. Acoess to the Coast Guad Station is
restricted, but it is located on the waterfront parallel to Waea Street
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Major Elements

The Front Range Tower, built in 1873, is instrinsically important to the Rear
Range Tower, which is located a few hundred feet to the south on Water

Street. When the tower was situated on the commercial Bayley's Wharf prior to
the late 1960's, the two range lights were of great value to mariners entering
the harbor, helping them to avoid the dangerous reef. Goose Rocks. Currently,
the tower sits on the northwest corner of the station and is used only for
storage although it appears to be well tended. The new Coast Guard Station
and Boathouse are not discussed as they are peripheral to the theme of this
nomination.

Tower: The foundation of the range light is of cement, and was constructed
when the tower was moved to its present location in 1964.

Exterior: The frame is made of steel and wood which are covered by painted
white shingles on the upper half. The cylindrical 35' high frame is
constructed of steel plate lined with brick to a thickness of 1' - the steel
and brick component comprises the lower 15' of the tower. The upper 20
consists of a hexagonal wooden frame structure covered by shingles.

Door: Entry is gained through a curved steel door 19" above the ground; its
measurements are 30" x 73".

Windows: Two windows are located on the north, or Merrimac River side. The
lower is an original 2/2 window; the upper was added when the roof was raised

and is a single pane.

Balcony: Ten iron brackets suppport the exterior balcony. The balcony itself
is 20" wide with an apron of 6", and the iron railing is 3' high. The
distance between railings is 45" with a curved brace of 6".

Roof: The roof was raised several feet to its present height sometime before
1957. It served as an interesting and unique example because the original
roof and lantern room are intact. In fact, only two iron segments of the old
roof were dismantled; these rest to one side and were removed to allow access
to the new lens room within.

Interior: An iron spiral staircase leads to the first level, and an upright
ladder leads to the second - the lens rooms. The interior walls are brick,
painted gray. The staircase has been painted red and has twelve risers,

excluding two brick steps from the entrance down to the tower's brick floor.

Lamp

Room: The first landing is composed of five triangular iron segments fitted
together, and it was probably the old lens room. In the walls facing north
there are spaces for the three panes of glass that originally allowed mariners
to see the light.

Windows: The lower, existing window frame is 3" wide. The window on this
level, the old lens room, now covers the window just described. The newer
window has actually been built out 1' from the original frame thus making the
balcony considerable smaller. The old lantern windows had contained 35.5" x

26.5" panes.

The original curved 31" x 18 1/4" iron half door leads to the balcony from
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this level too. A wooden ladder extends from the second landing to the
addition, which is situated atop the old roof.

Roof: The roof was constructed in segments of iron. Each segment was 4'
long.

Lens Room: Another wooden ladder leads to the second lens room. The eight
sided wood frame roof shows evidence of repair and two sections of the wood
roof have been completely replaced, but there is no apparent water damage.
The second roof was built and raised from its original level when the light
was discontinued as a range light, and commenced use as a channel light.
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CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY

1873: Robert Bayley, who owned Bayley's Wharf, and operated a lucrative
business there, sold two parcels of land to the U.S. Government to erect the
range light. Both were erected the same year.

1933: The Front Range Light was gray with a brown base. Its candlepower was
decreased from 2000 to 69- and the illuminant changed from coal to electric
incandescent (300 mm).

1952: Front Range still on Bayley's Wharft, though now unattended.

1957: First photograph showing new roof.

1961: Proposal by Coast Guard to sell the properties on which the range
lights were located.

1964: Photographs showing what appears to be the removal of the range from
Bayley's Wharf to Coast Guard property.

1972: New Coast Guard Station built.
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LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Newburyport Harbor Range Lights possess integrity of location, design,

materials and workmanship as well as significant associations with the
development of aids to navigation in Massachusetts. Constructed in 1873, they
are significant as one of the only three sets of range lights in Massachusetts
and as part of an important historic waterfront. Although the front light has
been moved and altered somewhat, this pair remains as the best example of a
range light in Massachusetts. The lights meet criteria A & C ofthe NRHP on

the state level as well as survey criteria la, 4b,
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Public Acquisition Accessible
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5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation In Existing Surveys
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7. Description
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

e completeness

e clarity

« applicable criteria

e justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource
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9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
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Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:
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State Historic Preservation Officer signature
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13. Other

* Maps
¢ Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:
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