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CONDITION
Q Excellent G Good [Jj Fair

(Check One) 

~) Deteriorated

(Check One) 

G Altered [X Unaltered

D Ruins 1 1 Unexposed

(Check One) 

Q Moved QH Original Site

The 186? treaty calling for the removal of the Sae and Fox Indians 
from Kansas to Indian Territory stipulated that eaeh "head man" was to 
receive a government-built house. The tribe arrived at its new reserva 
tion in December 1869. The first two of the chiefs* houses were built 
in 1872. One Climcmts Smith was awarded a contract to build a third   
for Mpses Keokuk   on February 2, 18?^. He was paid $605 for his work. 
Total construction cost came to something over $1,000.

The bricks for the structure were made near the Sae and Fox Agency, 
some three miles to the southeast. Rough lumber came from the agency 
sawmill! the balance was freighted overland from Lawrence and Goffeyville, 
Kansas. Agent John H. Picker ing turned the house over to Chief Keokuk 
on June 30, 18?*f, He occupied it untilJL880f Israel Royer, an agency 
employee 9 moved Into the house In 1889 and his granddaughter still lives 
in it.

Keokuk is said to have had pictures of horses and buffalo, and 
various Indian symbols and figures painted on walls of the house. They 
were left as a kind of curiosity until shortly after the turn of the 
century. Around the house in earlier years were found beads, arrowheads, 
spears, and other indications of its first owners. One of the first 
orchards la this area was planted near the house in the 18?0s. At one 
time, according to legend, Keokuk was besieged in his house by tribal 
members unhappy with one of his rulings. The red brick house is approxi 
mately 20 x 30 feet in size, with a full second story, although there are 
no upstairs windows on the back side. The house has been neglected over 
the years. Window and door frames are badly rotted. Here and there its 
brick walls are cracked. However, the structure is still perhaps 
basically sound. Cleaning up the yards around the house and repairing 
a few frames and sills would accomplish miracles for its appearance, 
erase much of the present look of desolation and decay.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Moses Keokuk was first assistant principal chief to Principal 
Chief Mahkosahtoe in June 1890 when the two tribal leaders signed the 
agreement at Sac and Fpx Agency (five miles south of present Stroud) 
that provided for the cession of their reservation to the United States, 
the acceptance of 160-acre allotments by the 5**8 officially registered 
members of the tribe, and the opening to settlement by September 22, 
1891» of the approximately 385,000 acres of surplus reservation lands.

the son of Chief Keokuk (who died in 18fc8, and to whose 
memory the citizens of Keokuk, Iowa, erected a monument), had already 
achieved chief's status in 1869 when the Sae and Fox arrived from Kansas 
to occupy their new reservation in Indian Territory. x And as one of the 
stipulations of the 186? removal treaty was that each "head man" would 
get a house of his own, the government built this two-story brick affair 
for him about three miles northwest of the newly established ageney. 
He moved into it In 18?^, occupying it until 188© when his wife, Phoebe, 
died. Tben.-shmjJUjfe Ihu Bidulj tiultf'Tfliiau lulmHtMiuSdU Lu liiu im> 
K^»^ rt*rr* 'Hith hifl mnuiTfiflj he moved to the agency.

Later he remarried and went into the trading business* For a 
number of years he successfully operated one of the ageney * s largest 
general stores. With his other activities   that included public 
speaking and preaching   he operated a large horse and cattle ranch 
north of present Davenport* When allotments were assigned in 1891 he 
claimed that quarter-section for his 0-K Ranch.

In 1889 this telck house built for (and abandoned by) Keokuk was 
occupied by Israel Royer, an agency employee. When the "run** was made 
In 1891 Royer was able to claim this quarter for himself and his large 
family* ttie present owners are Mr, and Mrs. C. 0. Ninness. Mrs, Nlnness 
is the granddaughter of Israel Royer,

Hoses Keokuk died in 1903, at the Sae and Fox Agency, widely 
mourned by his people and whites alike. Historian Muriel H, Wright 
says he was noted "for his fine character and his eloquence in speaking 
the pure Sank dialect, 1* (Originally the Sauk and the Fox were separate, 
though affiliated, tribes. Since their arrival in Indian Territory,
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One additional note should be made as to the importance of the 
Keokuk house. Even after their arrival in Indian Territory the Sae and 
Fox tended to shun permanent dwelling plaees. For many years the majority 
of them lived in tepees and bark houses, (Bryee notes that one could 
hardly find "an elm tree in the vicinity where these Indians had congregated 
that had not been killed by the process of removing the bark for building 
purposes,'1 ) Keekuk, then, by moving into a permanent — yes, almost 
pretentious, by the standard of the day — house, lent impetus to the 
movement of the Sac and Fox toward acceptance of the white man's way. 
Although he lived in the house but six years, it was during that time 
something of a sub-agency. Papers were signed here, and kept here. Tribal 
leaders met here to discuss problems and decisions. As the home of a 
chief then, it served not only a living place, but also as a kind of 
political and social center;^
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