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The Wagner-Mozart Music Hall was completed in 1936. It is rectangular in 
plan, with dimensions of 75' x 91' • The exterior is characterized by 
massed geometric forms ranging from one to about 2 stories in height. 
The building has a concrete structural frame and foundation, and is faced 
with brick backed up with hollow clay tile. Concrete is used for belt- 
coursing, and for the heavy "caps" which top the large, blocklike pavil­ 
ions in which the entrances are located. One of these "caps" is marked 
"Wagner", the other, "Mozart". Windows are extremely plain, with narrow 
brick sills. Decoragive features are limited to the keystone entrance 
frames, beltcoursing, and layered piers of varying height, most of which 
are concentrated on the entrance pavilions.

Most of the interior space is occupied by an auditorium with stage at 
one end, 'concrete risers at the otHer, located In the southwest corner 
of the building. Practice' rooms are ar'rahged bloncj the north side 
of the building, with offices, music library area, and the original 
string room on the east. In the original plan, practice rooms were 
located to either side of the auditorium stage; tbese are now storage 
areas. The practice rooms now located on the north wall of the 
building take the place of the original instrument room.

The building is located on a corner lot near the central business 
district of Mason City. It is within a portion of school property 
that has been recently oqfered for sale. There is some local con­ 
cern that sale of this build.tng.wi.il lead to its demolition. ,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The opening of the Wagner-Mozart Music Hall in 1936 initiated a "new era" 
in the development of adequate facilities for school instrumental music pro­ 
grams in the U.S. Until that time, school band and orchestra leaders were 
forced to make do with regular academic classrooms or gymnasia, which were 
neither acoustically, nor in their arrangement physically suitable for 
ensemble rehearsals. The greatest need in this respect was for housing - 
facilities "suited to the particular needs" of instrumental music departments, 
which would include not only appropriate rooms for practice and rehearsal, 
but storage space for music and instruments (Prescott, p. 201).

The Wagner-Mozart Music Hall was perhaps the first instance in which the needs 
of school instrumental music programs were fully met. The building received 
coverage in The School Musician (Feb. 1935), a national publication for school 
band and orchestra leaders and teachers, and was featured in Gerald Prescott 1 s 
textbook Getting Results with School Bands, issued in 1938 by two of the 
US' most prominent music publishers.. Principal features of the Music, Hall 
were the large band and orchestra room, with l6'9n ceiling of acoustical 
tile, concrete risers and small stage for recitals; the separate room for 
strings; and a 36' x 12' instrument room with extra space for the storage 
of instrument cases — altogether a carefully-planned and self-contained 
unit for the performance and practice of music.

In Mason City, the Wagner-Mozart Music Hall was also intended for an additional 
function: that of "community building 1 , a place for public meetings and other 
not necessarily musical activities. Tnis dual purpose was reflected in the 
building's plan, with its two quite separate entrances. The first, on the 
north side, was the "students 1 vestibule", which opened onto the corridors 
leading to string room, practice rooms and instrument storage area. The 
west entrance led into the "public vestibule" and then directly into the 
auditorium/band room. The specifically rajusical areas of the north and 
east sides could be completely sealed off from activity in the auditorium, 
if necessary, thus allowing both school music and community meetings to take 
place simultaneously.

Thus the Wagner-Mozart Music Hall, built with local WPA labor and using local 
materials, achieved a certain status among school instrumental music teachers 
and band leaders, and encouraged the erection of similar facilities in other 
cities around the country, as well as serving the local community as a small- 
scale civic center.
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