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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Ready-Mayer House in Helena is one of a number of residences designed 
by architect Charles L. Thompson of Little Rock. During the early twentieth 
century Thompson's designs were especially popular among wealthy Arkansas 
families. The Ready-Mayer House, built in 1910, is similar to other 
Thompson houses in its building materials and simple but elegant style; 
however, this particular house is built on a somewhat smaller scale than other 
Thompson houses, 

The Ready-Mayer House is a two-and-one-half-storey brick residence painted 
white and trimmed with black shutters. The symmetrical facade is divided into 
three bays. Above the outside bays shingled dormers project from the gable 
roof. Twin chimneys rise above the ridge line near the north and south ends of 
the roof. 

A one-storey portico with balcony covers the front entry. Paired Doric columns 
support the balcony which has a low railing with cast stone urn-shaped balusters. 
Both the ground floor and balcony entries are flanked by sidelights and set in 
an elliptical arch. The main entry has a fan-light transom above the paneled 
door. A rail·ing similar to that on the balcony surrounds the open concrete 
porch which covers the entire area immediately in front of the house. 

Projecting from the south elevation is a one-storey flat-roofed wing. Though 
originally open this sun porch is now enlcosed. The only other exterior al­
terations to the structure include the enclosure of two lattice porches on 
the rear (west) elevation. These porch enclosures have left the basic floor 
plan unaltered. 

The rear elevation of the Ready-Mayer House has two wings projecting from the 
basic rectangular structure. The south rear elevation has a two-storey 
wing with the upper porch enclosed. Projecting from the center of the rear 
elevation is the one storey gable-roofed kitchen wing with a tall brick 
chimney on the west end. A one-storey flat-roofed porch, now enclosed, lies 
north of the kitchen. 

The interior of the house was completely redecorated in 1974. Floors not 
carpeted were refinished and are in beautiful condition. The original marble 
floor in the south sun porch also remains in excellent condition. Several 
original brass light fixtures are still in place in the dining room and formal 
living room. 

The entry hall is open to the second storey and features a three-run stairway. 
Slender turned balusters support handrails set between square posts at each 
landing. 

The original blueprints, now on file with the Arkansas Historic Preservation 
Program, show that the Ready-Mayer House has changed very little since its 
construction in 1910. The house remains in excellent condition and rests on 
its original tree-shaded lot in a quiet residential section of Helena. 
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The Ready-Mayer House is the only Helena residence known to have been designed 
by architect Charles L. Thompson of Little Rock. As one of Arkansas' leading 
architects in the early twentieth century, Thompson designed many buildings 
for both public and private 'pat rons .. The Washington County Courthouse in 
Fayetteville and the Garrett House in El Dorado are two structures designed by 
Thompson which are listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Though on a smaller scale than most residential structures designed by 
~hompson, the Rea.dy.;. Mayer House does display other characteristics of his work. 
Thompson used brick and cast stone in his early twentieth-century designs. 
Simple balanced floor plans made use of wide hallways and large rooms. 
Symmetrical facades with dormers and some classical features marked many of 
Thompson's residential designs. 

The Ready-Mayer House is a two-and-one-half-storey brick structure." It has a 
symmetrical facade with elliptical arch entries on the first and second storeys 
flanked by twin dormers projecting from the sloping gable roof. Doric columns 
are used on the one-storey portico and on the sun porch and carport extending 
from the south elevation. Urn-shaped balusters of cast stone encircle the 
wide front porch area and the small balcony on the facade. 

In 1910 the Ready-Mayer House was constructed for Mr . and Mrs. E. S. Re~dy of 
Helena. Mr. Ready was a prominent Helena businessman, and Mrs. Ready was in­
volved in many local activities. She was especially active in the organization 
and construction of the Helena Library and Museum. 

Following Mrs. Ready's death in 1954, the house was sold to a number of successive 
owners. The present owners, Mr. and Mrs. James I. Mayer, purchased and restored 
the house in 1974. 

The Ready-Mayer House exemplifies a wealthy businessman's house in early twentieth­
century Arkansas . Architecturally, it is significant as an example of the work 
of an important Arkansas architect, Charles L. Thompson. 
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