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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The old Westbrook High School Building of Westbrook, designed by Francis H., Fassett
and Frederick Augustus Thompson and built in 1886, is a massive and ornate building in
the Romanesque.Revival style:with: Queen Anne elements. Construction is brick with brown-
stone trim, covered by a slated hipped roof. Two internal brick chimneys are
present. There are 2% stories with a full basement.

‘The facade, which faces south, is dominated by a four-story corner tower to the
left. This tower has a pyramidal roof above corbelling which covers a fourth-story
fitted with 3 arched and louvered apertures on each side. The third story features
an arched panel beneath 2 small and deeply-recessed windows on each side. At the
second story level fenestration consists of two 4/4 on each side while in the first it
is an arched 6/6. At the basement level here as elsewhere there is a small arched
window with single 6-light sash.

The facade also features a gabled central pavilion which projects slightly and
which contains 2 bays per story, the half-story containing a group of 3 tall arched
windows. Two terra cotta panels appear on the pavillion facade, one reading, '1886",
the other, "High School". To the left side of the pavilion is a single bay, while
to the right are two bays. A gabled dormer on the right side of the half-story
contains a pair of 3/3 sash.

The east and west ends of the buildingﬁégé identical mirror images of each other,
and contain first-story entrances. These: entrances #& covered by gabled porticoes
each containing a large arched window. To the south of each entrance are 4 bays
equivalent in fenestration to those in the tower, while to the north *=%two bays.
Both sides of the building containdtwo dormers identical to that in the facade.

Unfortunately, when the 1913 annex on the west side of the building was demolished
in 1976, a portion of wall was left standing. Although this detracts to some degree
from the appearance of the structure, it does not affect the main facade which
contains the most important architectural features. This annex also permanently
altered the rear portion of the west side of the building.

The two story 1936 annex added to the right rear of the building is a subdued
brick structure in a modified Georgian Revival style and does not detract from the
original portion of the school.
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Builder: Robert S. Robinson

BUILDER/ARCHITECT
Architects: an

Frederick A.

The old High School building on Main Street stands today as one of Westbrook's

most significant architectural landmarks.

Francis H. Fassett and Frederick Augustus Thompson.

It was designed in 1886 by the architects

The brick building is in the Romanesque Revival style with Queen Anne elements

and has brownstone trim and a slate roof.

Complimenting this structure on Main

Street is the Walker Memorial Library which was designed by Thompson in 1894,

- The contractor and builder for the High School was Robert Samuel Robinson.
construction cost is believed to have been $21,165.00.

The

Other buildings in Westbrook

which Robinson built were the Warren School, the Edwards Block at the corner of Main
and Bridge Streets and the Westbrook Universalist Church.

The High School building was erected on the site of the two story wood frame
Main Street Grammar School, built in 1850.

Until the new brick building was erected in 1886, the high school course of

study was housed on the second floor of the Main Street School.

initiated in 1873.

This program was

By 1886 the population of all of Westbrook had grown to about 7,000 and there
were 2,200 pupils attending schools in Westbrook.

Four teachers were employed to teach in this newly erected building and they

taught elementary students as well as the high school students.
1905 that the high school had the entire building.

It was not until
In 1906 the first ivy was planted

in the front of the building, this spot is marked by a square cement block, inscribed
"06", inserted into the bricks just two rows above the granite foundation.

In 1909 a high school industrial department was established and directed by

Stephen E. Patrick.
basement of the high school was then suitably prepared for the classes.

These classes were held in the Dana Mills until 1910, when the

In 1912

Cornelia Warren, daughter of S. D. Warren, donated a brick building, located behind
the school, for the machinery.

In 1913 a new annex, designed by Frederick Augustus Thompson, was edded to the

west side of the building.

post office.

In 1936 another brick annex was built on the ri
entrance on Foster Street.

This wing was demolished in 1976 to make room for the new

ght rear of the building with an
The architects were Miller and Beal and the contractor was
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F. W. Cunningham. This annex provided eight new rooms and a combined auditorium
and gymnasium. Later a small one story addition to the southerly side of this annex
p;oyxﬁed a dressing and shower room for the athletes.

In the early 1940's, in connection with Civil Defense, windows were set into the
tower for observing enemy aircraft.

In 1956 Westbrook High school moved to its new location on Stroudwater Street.
From 1956 to 1975 Westbrook Junior High School occupied the building. Since 1976
the building has remained unused, except for the basement which is part of the city
recreation facility.

Francis H. Fassett was Maine's leading mid-19th century architect and his
associate, Frederick Thompson, possessed a reputation hardly less notable. The
Westbrook High School represents the best efforts of these two designers working in
a style which was a favorite of both. No Maine school building of the period
exhibits a sophistication of detail and balance of overall plan to match it.
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Ownership of Property Category of Property
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® private ® building(s)

O public-local O district

O public-State O site

O structure
O object

O public-Federal

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
3 0 buildings
sites
structures
objects
3 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

N/A
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RECREATION AND CULTURE / Sports facility
WORK IN PROGRESS
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Architectural Classification
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LATE 19™ AND 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS /
Italian Renaissance

MODERN MOVEMENT / Art Deco
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Materials
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foundation _Granite

walls __ Brick

Sandstone

roof Slate

other __ Terra Cotta

Concrete

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCRIPTION

The old Westbrook High School Building of Westbrook, designed by Francis H. Fassett and
Frederick Augustus Thompson and built in 1886, is a massive and ornate building in the
Romanesque Revival style with Queen Anne elements. Construction is brick with brownstone trim,
covered by a slated hipped roof. Two internal brick chimneys are present. There are 2 - stories

with a full basement.

The facade, which faces south, is dominated by a four-story corner tower to the left. This tower
has a pyramidal roof above corbeling which covers a fourth-story fitted with 3 arched and louvered
apertures on each side. The third story features an arched panel beneath 2 small and deeply-
recessed windows on each side. At the second story level fenestration consists of two 4/4 on each
side while in the first it is an arched 6/6. Atthe basement level here as elsewhere there is a small
arched window with single 6-light sash.

The facade also features a gabled central pavilion which projects slightly and which contains 2
bays per story, the half-story containing a group of 3 tall arched windows. Two terra cotta panels
appear on the pavilion facade, on reading “1886", the other, “High School”. To the left side of the
pavilion is a single bay, while to the right are two bays. A gabled dormer on the right side of the half-
story contains a pair of 3/3 sash.

The east and west ends of the building were identical mirror images of each other, and contain
first-story entrances. These entrances were covered by gabled porticoes each containing a large
arched window. To the south of each entrance are 4 bays equivalent in fenestration to those in the
tower, while to the north were two bays. Both sides of the building contained two dormers identical to

that in the facade.

Unfortunately, when the 1913 annex on the west side of the building was demolished in 1976, a
portion of wall was left standing. Although this detracts to some degree from the appearance of the
structure, it does not affect the main facade which contains the most important architectural features.

Shop

Located to the north of the main building is the ¢. 1912 Shop annex. This two story brick
structure is roughly square in shape, flat roofed, and its main facade faces east towards Foster
Street. The shop is located behind the original High School Buildings, and is completely
disconnected from it. The front facade features a simple arched center door, flanked on either side
by a pair of large windows with granite sills and flared, vertical brick lintels. On the second floor the
lintels terminate into the five course stepped- brick cornice. The cornice, which continues around the
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entire roof, projects slightly at the roof line and provides the stoic building its greatest ornamentation.,
Historically 15-over- 15 light double hung windows were installed on the first floor and second floor,
but the original sash have been removed. The north and south sides of the shop contain seven
bays, which, along with the west elevation, continue the fenestration pattern established on the
facade. The interior of the shop consisted of two floors of mostly open work space in which a foundry,
metal shop and wood shop were set up on cement floors supported by metal I-beams. The interior
fixtures and machinery were removed when this building was used for Town Offices in the 1970s.

Gymnasium Annex

A two story wing was attached to the northeast back side of the main school building in 1936.
This brick structure features a large gymnasium on the first level and 12 (currently) classrooms
upstairs. Described previously as Georgian Revival in style (due to the large double hung windows
with intersecting tracery on the south and north elevations of the building), this elegant addition
displays Art Deco detailing on the interior and exterior.

As with the Shop, the gymnasium faces east. At the center of the three bay facade is a three
door entrance with three sets of six-light transoms between the doors and the overhanging marquee,
which is suspended from the facade with metal rods. Rising above the marque is a tall bank of nine
windows, each containing 15 panes. Surmounting the windows is a concrete square sculpted in low
relief. Depicted on this panel are stars and sun bursts, gears, musical instruments, candles and
notes. Above the graphics are the words ‘High School’. This sculpted panel rises to meet the roof
line, which ascends from the corners of the building in three graduated steps.

To the left and the right of the center bay the plane of the facade wall projects forward slightly,
forming two brick panels that stretch to the top of the central window bay. A line of punctuated
cement blocks decorate the top of the brick panels. Set in the middle of each panel is a vertical strip
of windows, containing a pair of six-light sash set in wood frames and separated by a carved wood
panel with a sun burst set in the middle. Atop the upper windows are another pair of low relief
cement sculptures, this time depicting open books. Between the stepped roof line, the sculpture-
capped windows and the graduated wall panels, the facade reaches toward the sky through the use
of simple and restrained Art Deco motifs.

The interior of the gymnasium consists of an lobby from which a staircase access the classrooms
on the second floor, two ground floor offices to either side of the lobby, and the combination
gymnasium and auditorium. As designed, this last space featured a stage at the western end of the
room; this has been recently blocked off and converted into an office. Above the stage, and
accessed by former stage doors in the southeast and northeast corners of the building, were
dressing rooms, bathrooms and a small kitchen. This last room retains its original glass block
window. The walls of the gymnasium are entirely covered in tile mosaic. To the left and right of the
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stage the motifs depict large urns filled with flowers. The remainder of the walls are decorated with a
repeated motif of geometric shapes, generally stepped up and down and topped with a tiled crook.
The majority of the tiles are in earthen hues, accented with red and black. A horizontal band of
yellow tile encircles the room and separates the upper design from the lower design. The designer
and installer of the tiles is unknown.
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8. Statement of Significance

/M)plica.ble National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

RA

oB

®C

ab

Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

oA

OG

owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or a grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Education

Period of Significance

1886 - 1936

Significant Dates
1886

1912, 1913

1936

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Frances H. Fassett & Frederick A. Thompson

Miller and Beal
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The old High School building on Main Street stands today as one of Westbrook’s most significant
architectural landmarks. It was designed in 1886 by the architects Francis H. Fassett and Frederick
Augustus Thompson.

The brick building is in the Romanesque Revival style with Queen Anne elements and has
brownstone trim and a slate roof. Complimenting this structure on Main Street is the Walker
Memorial Library which was designed by Thompson in 1894.

The contractor and builder for the high School was Robert Samuel Robinson. The construction
cost is believed to have been $21,165.00. Other buildings in Westbrook which Robinson built were
the Warren School, the Edwards Block at the corner of Main and Bridge Streets and the Westbrook

Universalist church.

The High School building was erected on the site of the two story wood frame Main Street
Grammar School, built in 1850.

Until the new brick building was erected in 1886, the high school course of study was housed on
the second floor of the Main Street School. This program was initiated in 1873.

By 1886 the population of all of Westbrook had grown to about 7,000 and there were 2,200
pupils attending schools in Westbrook.

Four teachers were employed to teach in the newly erected building and they taught elementary
students as well as the high school students. It was not until 1905 that the high school had the entire
building. In 1906 the first ivy was planted in the front of the building, this spot is marked by a square
cement block, inscribed “06", inserted into the bricks just two rows above the granite foundation.

In 1909 a high school industrial department was established and directed by Stephen E. Patrick.
These classes were held in the Dana Mills until 1910, when the basement of the high school was
then suitably prepared for the classes. In 1912 Cornelia Warren, daughter of philanthropist S.D.
Warren, donated the shop annex, located behind the school, for the machinery. Her father, S.D.
Warren had purchased an ailing paper mill in Westbrook in 1854 and turned it into one of Maine’s
most successful industrial ventures. As with many successful capitalists of the era, the Warren family
reinvested in the community, fostering educational, residential, and recreational services in
Westbrook. After the death of her parents in 1888 and 1901, Cornelia’s gifts to the city included a
gymnasium, river bath, tennis courts, baseball stand, and the mill library. In addition she underwrote
higher education classes for girls, and supported the work of the Boy Scout and Girl Scout troops.
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Cornelia Warren'’s gift reflected the need for trained machine operators in Westbrook. Among the
many industries listed in the 1911-12 Maine Register for the City of Westbrook there was a foundry,
two grist mills, two machine shops, a pulp and paper mill machinery manufacturer and a pair of textile
mills, all in addition to the massive S.D. Warren paper mill. In order for the economy of Westbrook to
flourish it was necessary to ensure a workforce educated in the industrial arts. The industrial course
originally included classes in Mechanical Drawing, Papermaking, and Textile Work, in addition to
general liberal arts courses. The machine shop and forge were located on the first floor, and the
wood shop on the second In the first years of the program the students would visit mills each week
to complement the industrial classes. As an early vocational-technical program, the Westbrook High
School proclaimed its importance in “The Industrial Course as a Basis for Life Work™:

The Industrial Course fills a long felt want. Formerly, in order to obtain an insight into
mechanics, one had either to enter a machine shop and obtain the knowledge first-hand or
pursue a course in some college where the science was taught in such a way that it was
beyond the means of the average student to grasp. The Industrial course affords a start in
this by means of its curriculum of both theoretical training, as explained above, and its
practical training, which consists of forge-work and training in the machine shop. In the forge
shop the student is taught the different methods of forging, welding, the degrees of hardness
in tempering, and the way in which tools are made for the machine shop. After a course in
the forge shop comes a course in the machine shop. There practical lessons are given by
work on useful models, of the methods of filing, lathe work, including thread-cutting, both
inside and out, boring, turning, cutting off and roughing, milling, drill work on both heavy
power drills and light speed drills, shaper-work, and the methods involved in the use of the
planer. As a necessary step in the connection with this work the student is also instructed in
drill and tool grinding. (The Blue and White, 1915, p. 56).

In 1913 a new annex, designed by Frederick Augustus Thompson, was added to the west side of
the building. This wing was demolished in 1976 to make room for the new post office.

In 1936 another brick annex was built on the right rear of the building with and entrance on
Foster Street. The architects were Miller and Beal and the contractor was F.W. Cunningham. This
annex provided eight new class rooms on the second floor and a combined auditorium and
gymnasium at street level. Later a small one story addition to the southerly side of this annex
provided a dressing and shower room for the athletes. Although previously physical education
classes had been held off-sight at the Cumberland Hall Gymnasium, the construction of this annex,
“for the first time in the history of Westbrook High, [offered] a possibility of having a physical
education course as a regular part of the curriculum.” (The Blue and White, 1937, p. 66). The extra
classroom space was split between several subjects, including the Commercial Department, English,
French, and History, while the auditorium was used for music and theatre as well as physical

education.
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In the early 1940's, in connection with Civil Defense, windows were set into the tower for observing
enemy aircraft.

In 1956 Westbrook High School moved to its new location on Stroudwater Street. From 1956 to
1975 Westbrook Junior High School occupied the building. Since 1976 the building had remained
unused, except for the basement and the gymnasium, which are part of the city recreation facility.

Francis H. Fassett was Maine’s leading mid-19th century architect and his associate, Frederick
Thompson, possessed a reputation hardly less notable. The Westbrook High School represents the
best efforts of these two designers working in a style which was a favorite of both. No Maine school
building of the period exhibits a sophistication of detail and balance of overall plan to match it.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The property is fully described by City of Westbrook tax map 18, lot 24.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The nominated boundaries reflect the extent of the Westbrook High School after the 1913 annex was
demolished in 1976.
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Photograph 1 of 5

Christi A. Mitchell

Maine Historic Preservation Commission
June 20, 2002

1912 Shop, east facade; facing west.

Photograph 2 of 5

Christi A. Mitchell

Maine Historic Preservation Commission

June 20, 2002

1936 Gymnasium Annex, south elevation; tracery window
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Christi A. Mitchell

Maine Historic Preservation Commission
June 20, 2002

1936 Gymnasium Annex, interior; facing east.
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Christi A. Mitchell

Maine Historic Preservation Commission

June 20, 2002

1936 Gymnasium Annex, interior tile detail; south wall.

Photograph 5 of 5

Christi A. Mitchell

Maine Historic Preservation Commission
June 20, 2002

Exterior, facing east. From left to right: Shop annex, Gymnasium Annex, rear of main building.



