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1. Name 

historic 10 Liberty Square Building 

. ^. ..-.^^ . .... ..... 
For HCRS use only 

received -1 #^ ^ ' 

dati* entd^ci ^^^^^^^^ M i 

and/or common 10 Liberty Square Building 

2. Location 
street & number 5 5 K i l h j S t p G Q t ( 1 0 L i b e r t y Square) N/A not for publication 

city, town B o s t o n _[»jyL^vicinity of 

state i ^ ' a s s a c h u s e t t s code 0 2 5 county S u f f o l k code 025 

3. Classif icat ion 
Category Ownersh ip Sta tus Present Use 

<liSt«'iC* p i i h l i r occupied agriculture museum 
X bullding(S) X private unoccupied y commercial park 

< i t r i i r t i i r p b o t h ^ work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process ^ yes: restricted government scientific 

N/Abeing considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
n o military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name 55 K i l b y S t r ee t T r u s t , Saryrent C o l l i e r and Devens H . Haailen, Trus tees 

street & number 10 L i b e r t y Souare 

city, town doston vicinity of state j ; a 3 s a c h u s e t t 3 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. R e g i s t r y o f i j eeds , S u f f o l k County Courtl-.ouse 

street & number Pemberton Square 

city, town J3 o 3 o on state ---̂  s sa c nu3e u ^ s 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Central Business D i s t r i c t 

title rre5ervation Stuoy has this property been determined elegible? yes 'A no 

date Jlv 1980 federal state county local 

depository for survey records Boston Lancu.arks Comniission 

city, town iC3' state i . C p r-. - . p . 



7. Description Ten Liberty Square, Building, Boston 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 

^ good ruins ^ altered moved date ' 
. fair unexposed C. itf]0 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Located prominently on Liberty Square, i n Boston's downtown commercial 
d i s t r i c t , 55 Kilby Street i s a 6-story rectangular, f l a t - r o o f e d commercial 
bu i l d i n g v/ith 3 exposed facades (narrow on prilby, wide on '."ater and Kawes 
Streets). The fo u r t h (narrov/) side abuts the rear of 60 Congress Street, 
a b u i l d i n g s i m i l a r i n height and width. From Liberty Square i t appears to 
be free-standing. 

The walls are of pressed red Philadelphia b r i c k , l i b e r a l l y trimmied w i t h 
tan freestone. The foundation i s granite. A l l surfaces prior to non-abrasive cleaning 

were painted gray. Finished facades comprise the 7 Days on "later Street, the 3 
bays on Kilby, and one bay on Kawes Street. ^he balance of the Hawes 
facade i s of red brick punctured by an asymetrical arrangement of f l a t and 
segmental-arched windows without d e t a i l . 

Both Kilbj'' and Water Street facades are symetrically organized over 
ground f l o o r Tudor-arched entrances ( t r i p l e on '•.•ater and single on Kilby) 
which are flanked by shouldered flat-arched windows. {Jpper f l o o r s are 
divided v e r t i c a l l y by bric k piers which terminate i n round-topped carved 
stone roof pedestals, and hor i z o n t a l l y by freestone banding between stories 
and a bracketted stone cornice betv/een 3 and 4. The central bay on the 
p:ilby facade breaks forward and i s fur t h e r emphasized, above the entrance, 
by t r i p l e windows on f l o o r s 2 and 3» reducing to single windov.'s on f l o o r s 4 
through 6. On the ''later Street facade the t r i p l e window central bay i s 
repeated but wi t h double windows on fl o o r s 4 through 6 and flanking single 
window bays from 2 through 6. The balance of the windows on a l l finished 
facades are paired. 'Windows on f l o o r s 2 through 5 â ê flat-arched while on 
6 they are round-arched, reflectine", the form of the roof oedestals. 

Varied and refined d e t a i l s include carved stone l i n t e l s and p i l a s t e r 
c a p i t a l s , brick corbelling and sav.'toothing, and unusual carved donut-shaped 
stone prelections designed as v e r t i c a l drain pipe supports. 

."̂ he o r i g i n a l 1374 building v.'as 4 stories high, apparently w i t h dormers 
on the 4th f l o o r . During the 1330s or l890s, f l o o r s 5 and 6 were added. 
The dormier windows v/ere retained on 4 but were augm-ented by ad d i t i o n a l 
flanking windov^s. '['he s t y l i s t i c differences of the addition were c a r e f u l l y 
;.-~rafted on the o r i g i n a l buildin.g so as to be mjinim.ally d i s r u p t i v e . An 
ornate i r o n f i r e escape was attached to the '-.'ater Street facade, probably 
at the time of the addi t i o n . 



8.- S i g n i f i c a n c e lO Uberty square Building, Boston 

Period Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

X 

archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 

. education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture religion 
law science 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 

X other (specify) 

urban desip:n 
Spec i f i c da tes 1 8 7 3 - 4 Bumicse/Architect John Kubbard Sturgis &Charles Brigham 
I ~ . ~ r Bu i lde r : T. -T. VJhidden 
statement of Signif icance (in one paragraph) 

55 Kilby Street retains i t s i n t e g r i t y of loc a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
materials, and v'orkm.anship. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
excellence, as a v;crk by an im-nortant Boston a r c h i t e c t , f o r i t s associations 
wit,h prominent f a m i l i e s , and for i t s location and contribution to the 
character of Liberty Snuare. "̂ he building i s a fine exam.ple of p o s t - f i r e 
ccT.mercial architecture v.'ith materials, proportions and de t a i l s expressive 
of i t s master designer, "̂ he l a t e r addition r e f l e c t s careful design as w e l l . 
High Vi c t o r i a n Gothic, Rom.anesoue Revival, and other s t y l i s t i c elem.ents are 
combined i n an ingenious, fascinating and coherent amalgam. The bui l d i n g 
thus m.eets c r i t e r i a E and C of the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

The 10 Liberty Square Building i s undergoing renovation and i s i n the 
process of c e r t i f i c a t i o n of r e h a b i l i t a t i o n f o r purposes of the Tax Reform 
.•\ct of 197̂ 1̂ as amended. The bui l d i n g i s part of a larger area, informally 
known as the "•̂ jxchange D i s t r i c t , which appears to meet e l i g i b i l i t y c r i t e r i a 
of the National Register. Because of the complexity of a downtown com.mercial 
d i s t r i c t nomination and i n order f o r the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n to proceed i n a 
timely manner, the nomination of 55 Kilby Street i s occurring f i r s t and 
separately. I n d i v i d u a l l y , the buil d i n g meets the e l i g i b i l i t y c r i t e r i a . 
Nomination of the rest of the Exchange D i s t r i c t w i l l be undertaken at 'a 
future date. 

The b u i l d i n g i s the only extant commercial bui l d i n g i n the Central 
Business D i s t r i c t ' by the important Boston a r c h i t e c t , John Hubbard Sturgis 
(1834-1588). Gone are t h i s architect's Massachusetts Hosoital L i f e Insurance 
Building (1864), Ames Building (1884), and i n the Back Bay, his YMCA Building 
(1682), Boston A t h l e t i c Club (1887), and old Kuseum of Fine Arts (1370). 
i n Boston proper, only the Church of the Advent (1874) remains of the non­
r e s i d e n t i a l com.missions of the man who started the longest association of 
one family with Boston's architecture, from 1861 u n t i l the present (John 
Hubbard Sturgis, Clipston Sturgis, Sturgis & Cabot, Sturgis" Associates, 
Robert Shaw s t u r g i s , Cgden Codman, Richard Codman, Steohen Codman). 

55 Kilby's important family associations include the Codman family, for 
whom i t was b u i l t ; the Sturgis family (Frances Anne Codman, one of the owners, 
.̂.'as the wife of John Hubbard Sturgis) which, through intermarriage with the 
Perkins family, became dominant i n the China Trade during the 19th century 
(also Sturgis & Bryant were the largest American f i r m trading with the 
Northwest Indians and the Sturgis family owned orooerty on Boston wharves ^ 
through the period); and the Hubbard family (John Hubbard Sturgis's maternal 
ancestry), one of the most nrominent West Indies land owning merchants i n 
Boston. 

B u i l t on What had been the southern edge of Oliver's Dock (one of Boston's 
dominant topographical features from i t s wharving out by Peter Oliver i n 
the 1660s to i t s f i l l i n g i n around 1800), the 10 Liberty Souare Building 
occupies a key location i n Liberty Square, a Dlace important i n Boston's '•' 
physical, r ^ o l i t i c a l and commercial h i s t o r y . The Stamp Act Riot of 1765 y. 
took place i n the Square, which was named "Liberty" i n 1793 i n honor of the 

(continuation she^'t) 
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French R e v o l u t i o n . I t s commercial h i s t o r y extends back to the l a t e 17th 
cen tury v/hen Pe ter O l i v e r mainta ined a brewhouse, bakehouse, sal thouse and 
waterworks wharf on a s i t e immediately south o f what i s now 55 K i l b y S t r e e t 
This b u i l d i n g c o n t r i b u t e s t o the charac te r of L i b e r t y Square as the 
te rminus of v i s t a s f rom Broad up V/ater S t r e e t , and l a t e r a l l y a long K i l b y 
S t r e e t . I t forms a most agreeable ensemible w i t h n e i g h b o r i n g b u i l d i n g s , 
e s p e c i a l l y with two buildings across Kilby Street which are similar i n style and 
materials. 



9. Major Bibiiographicai References 

r.r-. f np S"'̂ ''.y . . . f 1 ) 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _ 

3 5 0 0 s q . f t 

Quadrangle name B o s t o n S o u t h 

UMT References 
A ^ L i J b I 3P I 6, 5| i j | 6 | 9 , i l 3 l 2 i 5 l 

Zone Easting Northing 

cLU I I • I • • I I • I • I I • I 

Quadrangle scale 1 ; 2 5 , 0 0 0 

B 

E 

G 

Zone Easting 

F ' 

I I I 
Northing 

I ' ' 

J—L 

J H L L J U I I I I L ' ' • I 
Verbal boundary description and Justification Easterly on Kilby S t . , 44 ' 8-3/4" ; Southerly 
on Water St., 82'3"; 'Westerly on land nov; or formerly of the heirs of 
Charles R. Codman, 40'; Northerly on Kawes St., 82'5 • Suffolk Deed 
L9635 fl6l (12/31/80). e>. 

Lis t a l l s t a tes and c o u n t i e s for p roper t i es over lapp ing s ta te or coun ty boundar ies * 

state N/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Candace Jenkins, Registration Director with Leslie Larson, 6. Joy Street, Boston 

organization r/a.qsachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commissiondate Kay, 1981 - May,1982 

street & number 294 '-Ja sh ing ton S t ree t telephone ( 6 l 7 ) 7 2 7 - 3 4 7 0 

city or town uoston state I'^assachusett s 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature \ ^ i ' i ^ X , \ J i / ^VW^ ] 6t j2/VWj 

'̂"^ Executive Director. Massachusetts His tor ical Conmission date ^ j ' , 
For HCRS use onlv " \ For HCRS use only 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 

G P O ?3S 



* '8-" S i g n i f i c a n c e lO Uberty Sgtiare Building, Boston 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

X 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signi f icance—Check and justify below 

X 

. archeology-prehistoric 

. archeology-historic 

. agriculture 

. architecture 

. art 

. commerce 

. communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 

. engineering 

. exploration/settlement 

. industry 

. invention 

landscape architecture . 
law 
literature 

. military 
music 

. philosophy 

. politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 

25 other (specify) 

urban design 
Speci f ic da tes 1 8 7 3 - 4 BHDtfcse'Architect John Hubbard Sturgis & Charles Brigham 

B u i l d e r : T . J . W h i d d e n 
statement of Signif icance (in one paragraph) 

55 Ki lby Street re ta ins i t s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
mater ia ls , and workmanship. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
excellence, as a work by an important Boston a r c h i t e c t , f o r i t s associations 
wi th prominent f a m i l i e s , and f o r i t s l oca t ion and con t r ibu t ion to the 
character of L ibe r ty Square. The b u i l d i n g i s a f i n e example of o o s t - f i r e 
com.mercial a rch i tec ture w i t h mater ia ls , proport ions and d e t a i l s expressive 

master desigrtU?. of i t s 
High. V i c t o r i d ^ (iottiicT 

^e" l a t e r aaoition r e r i e c t s "Tjarei u i oesign as w e l l . 
Rom^anesque Revival, and other s t y l i s t i c elem.ents are 

combined i n an ingenious, fascinating and coherent amalgam. The b u i l d i n g 
thus ffioets c r i t e r i a B and C of the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

The 10 Liberty Square Building i s undergoing renovation and i s i n the 
process of c e r t i f i c a t i o n of r e h a b i l i t a t i o n f o r purposes of the Tax Reform 
Act of 1976, as am^ended. The bu i l d i n g i s part of a larger area, informally 
known as the Exchange D i s t r i c t , which appears to meet e l i g i b i l i t y c r i t e r i a 
of the National Register. Because of the complexity of a downtown com.mercial 
d i s t r i c t nomination and i n order f o r the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n to proceed i n a 
timely manner, the nomination of 55 Kilby Street i s occurring f i r s t and 
separately. I n d i v i d u a l l y , the bu i l d i n g meets the e l i g i b i l i t y c r i t e r i a . 
Nomination of the rest of the Exchange D i s t r i c t w i l l be undertaken at a 
future date . • 

The b u i l d i n g i s the only extant commercial b u i l d i n g i n the Central 
Business D i s t r i c t by the important Boston a r c h i t e c t , ̂ ohn Hubbard SturRla 
(1834-1888). Gone are t h i s architect's Massachuse11s HOsplirajTT^^^Tnsurance 
Building (1884), Ames Building (1884), and i n the Back Bay, his YMCA Building 
(1882), Boston A t h l e t i c Club (1887), and old Museum of Fine Arts (1370). 
In Boston proper, only the Church of the Advent (1874) remains of the non­
re s i d e n t i a l commissions of the man who started the longest association of 
one family with Boston's architecture, from 1851 u n t i l the present (John 
Hubbard s t u r g i s , Clipston Sturgis, Sturgis h Cabot, Sturgis Associates, 
Robert Shaw Sturgis, Ogden Codman, Richard Codman, Stephen Codman). 

55 Kilby's important family associations include the Codman family, f o r 
whom i t was b u i l t ; the Sturgis family (Frances Anne Codman, one of the owners, 
was the wife of John Kubbard Sturgis) which, through intermarriage w i t h the 
Perkins family, became dominant i n the China Trade during the 19th century 
(also Sturgis & Bryant were the largest American f i r m trading with the 
Northwest Indians and the Sturgis family owned prooerty on Boston wharves 
through the period); and the Hubbard family (John Hubbard Sturgis's maternal 
ancestry) , one of the most prominent '-/est Indies land owning merchants i n 
Boston. 

B u i l t on what had been the southern edge of Oliver's Dock (one of Boston's 
-ominant topographical features from i t s wharving out by peter Oliver i n 
the 1660s to i t s f i l l i n g i n around 1800), the 10 Liberty Square Building 
occupies a key location i n Liberty Square, a Dlace important i n Boston's 
physical, p o l i t i c a l and commercial h i s t o r y . The Stamp Act Riot of 1765 
took place i n the Square, which was named "Liberty" i n 1793 i n honor of the 

(continuation she€t) 
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French Revolution. I t s commercial h i s t o r y extends back to the la t e 17th 
century when Peter Oliver maintained a brewhouse, bakehouse, salthouse and 
waterworks wharf on a s i t e immediately south of what i s now 55 Kilby Street 
This b u i l d i n g contributes to the character of Liberty Square as the 
terminus of vistas from Broad up Water Street, and l a t e r a l l y along Kilby 
Street. I t forms a most agreeable ensemble wi t h neighboring buildings, , 
especially with two buildings across Kilby Street which are similar in style and 
materials. . % 
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COMMENTS 

10 Liberty Square 

The nomination attempts to make the ease for the eligibility of 10 Liberty Square in 

three areas; as an example of Sturgis' work, as an example of post-fire commercial 

construction, and for its associations with important Boston mercantile families. The 

nomination does not provide sufficient information about the context of the property in 

either of these three areas to demonstrate its significance under National Register 

criteria. ' . . ', 7: ^j-j.;* • „ • ' " . 

If a building is to be shown to be a significant example of the work of an important local 
'I 

architect, the nomination should define what features this building has which illustrate 
5 

his work and state why this example is architecturally significant in comparion with his 

. other works. Also, the historic architectural integrity of the property needs to be more 

completely addressed. The 1890's addition of the upper floors was a major change to the 

building and could have a significant impact on the original design as concieved by 

Sturgis. Was the addition designed by Sturgis? If it was, the overall two-part 

composition should be assessed in the context of his work. 

If the building is significant under the criteria as a good example of post-fire 

construction, please provide further information which shows why it is significant as an 

example of buildings of the period. Also, state why the period is important in the 

architectural history of downtown Boston. In R^akir^ this evaluation please take into 

account the major alterations to the building in the 1890's. 

If the building is to eligible for its associations with prominent Boston mercantile 

families, please be specific about the nature and the time periods of these associations. 

Are there other buildings in Boston that are more importantly associated with these 



families which better represent their mercantile interests? Did this building house 

particular business activities of these families or was it merely held by them as a 

commercial property? Is the building important for association with one or more of the 

families due to the specific historical link with one of them, or is it significant because it 

is unusual to have several of these families associated with the same building? 

y.My 

A y 
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1. Name 

historic aii^^Codman B u i l d i n g -iprefeF-3?e#)~— 

^ 

I 

For NPS use only 

received 

date entered 

9 1983 

and/or common 10 Liberty Square Building 

2. Location 
street & number 55 K i l b y S t r e e t ( 10 L i b e r t y Square) n / g not for publication 

city, town B o s t o n J l Z Vicinity of 

state Mass , code 025 county S u f f o l k code 025 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use « 

district public X occupied agriculture museum 
X bulldlng(s) X private unoccupied y commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process ^ yes: restricted government scientific 

^ Z A . being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name 55 Kilby Street Trusty Sargent C o l l i e r and Devens H, Hamlen, Trustees 

street & number 10 L i b e r t y Square 

city, town Boston J^yk vicinity of state Massachusetts 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. R e g i s t r y o f Deeds, S u f f o l k County Courthouse 

street & number Pemberton Square 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Central Business D i s t r i c t 

Preservation Study has this property been determined eligible? . yes . no 

date J u l y , 1980 federal state . county X local 

depository for survey records Boston Landmarks Commission 

city, town 
C i t y H a l l , Boston 

state 
Massachusetts 





8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature <: sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture education .military 7 ' : social/ 

. 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
_JL 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 
invention other (specify) 

Specific dates 1873, c. 1880 !llliflB884A'"chitect John Hubbard Sturgis & Charles Brigham 
Builder: T.J. Whidden 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Summary Significance 

55 Kilby Street (the Codman Building), as altered in about 1880, retains 
its integrity of location, design, setting, materials and workmanship. It 
meets National Register criterion C as a fine early example of the design work 
of the important Boston architectural firm of Sturgis and Brigham and as one of 
only two commercial buildings designed by the firm remaining in Boston.̂  
Although altered by the addition of two floors (probably about 1880), there is 
strong stylistic evidence to suggest that this addition was designed by Sturgis 
and Brigham as well. The building, with its Gothic ornamentation on a classically 
proportioned form, also serves as an important transitional design between the 
restrained classicism of Sturgis and Brigham's Bureau of Charities Building and 
their High Victorian Gothic Museum of Fine Arts. 

Expanded Significance - - - ... . 

Although Sturgis and Brigham's practice focused primarily on residential 
work during their 20-year partnership, they received several important non­
residential commissions in the Boston area. These included the Bureau of * I? 
Charities Building (1868-69), the Codman Building (1873), the old Museum of 
Fine Arts on Copley Square (1870-76), the Church of the Advent (1875-78), the J 
Massachusetts Hospital Life Insurance Company Building (1881), the Young Mens' 
Christian Association Building (1882 by John Hubbard Sturgis), the F. L. Ames . . . 
Building (1883), and the Boston Athletic Association Club (1887-88 by John 
Hubbard Sturgis and Clipston Sturgis).^ After Sturgis's death in 1888, Charles 
Brigham forged a distinguished career of his own, numbering among his com- .'^ 
missions the north extension to the Massachusetts State House (1889-95), the . . . 
Burrage Mansion on Commonwealth Avenue (1899), the Christian Science Mother 
Church (1904-6), and an impressive series of public buildings for the town of 
Fairhaven, Massachusetts. _..,...•'• 

The YMCA Building, the Museum of Fine Arts, a railroad station in Dedham, . : 
Massachusetts and Sturgis & Brigham's submission in Boston's Trinity Church ' ' 
design competition (eventually awarded to H. H. Richardson) were published v 
in American Architect and Building News during the 1880s.̂  Thus, the firm's .. ../7 ' : 
non-residential work was clearly receiving recognition from the architectural 
profession at the time. „ — . ... i - . . 

Sturgis and Brigham's practice was unusual in the 1870s and 1880s. While 
most American architectural firms relied on publications to keep abreast of 
European trends, Sturgis and Brigham had direct access to developments abroad 
as a result of John Hubbard Sturgis' professional education in and frequent return 
trips to England. Margaret Henderson Floyd, architectural historian and Sturgis 
and Brigham scholar states that, "The architectural firm of Sturgis and Brigham 

- .̂ • ••• ••• ^' y .y . ( C o n t . ) 

•t 
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was unique among i t s professional contemporaries"^ f o r t h i s reason. Having studied 
a t London's Archi tectura l Association under the noted author i ty on Gothic archi tecture 
and f o l i a t e ornamentation, James K. Co l l i ng , and as an adherent of John Ruskin's 
Gothic philosophy, Sturgis brought to the Boston f i rm a passion for English Gothic 
a rch i tec ture . Indeed, Sturgis and Brigham's 1870 design f o r the Boston Museum of 
Fine Arts established the f i rm as "the purveyors of English design in America."^ 
Elements of English design, a l b e i t on a more modest scale, were u t i l i z e d as well 
in the design of the Codman Bui ld ing. Gothic arches and c r i sp ly executed f o l i a t e 
ornamentation (which became almost a signature of the f i rm 's s ty le) appear in both 
commissions. Thus, while the Museum of Fine Arts was a f i ne high style example of 
the emerging High Vic tor ian Gothic, the Codman Building survives as a restrained y e t 
well-executed example of Sturgis and Brigham's use of the Gothic s t y l e . 

The great Boston f i r e of 1872 destroyed 776 bui ld ings over 63 downtown Acres. 
The frenzy of bu i ld ing a c t i v i t y fo l lowing the f i r e (when tastes were changing from 
c lassical to more picturesque s ty les) produced a great number of has t i l y designed 
bu i ld ings , often past iches, laden wi th randomly applied ornament. The Codman 
Building is set apart from many of i t s contemporaries by i t s r e s t r a i n t , a t tent ion to 
d e t a i l , and select ive use of ornament fo r s t ructura l a r t i c u l a t i o n rather than surface 
decorat ion. The c r i sp l y s ty l ized ornamental detai ls—no mere selections from pattern 
books--have been care fu l l y designed to s u i t th is bu i l d i ng . The high r e l i e f f o l i a t e 
carving on p i l as te r capi ta ls and console brackets c losely resembles the ornament of 
the Museum of Fine Ar t s . The Codman Building successful ly combines a c l ass i ca l l y 
symetrical s t ructure wi th Gothic d e t a i l s , thus forming the t r ans i t i on from the 
restrained classicism of the arch i tec ts ' Bureau of Charit ies Building to the i r 
exuberantly Gothic Museum of Fine Ar ts . 

During the 1870s and 1880s, John Hubbard Sturgis received a number of a r c h i ­
tectural commissions from members of the Sturgis and Codman fami l ies - - both 
prominent Boston merchant and land owning fami l ies in the 18th and 19th 
centur ies. In an informal sense he can be considered to have been the " fami ly 
a r c h i t e c t . " " The fac t that Sturgis was married to Frances Anne Codman, par t 
owner of the Codman Bui ld ing, no doubt led to Sturgis and Brigham receiving 
the or ig ina l commission to design the bu i ld ing . Given t h i s close re la t i on 
ship the f i rm had wi th the Codman fami ly , i t is quite possible that the family 
turned to the f i rm to design the add i t ion . Unfortunately, incomplete bui ld ing 
permits from the period and the lack of Sturgis and Brigham o f f i c e archives 
prevents th i s hypothesis from being de f i n i t e l y proven. 

The two-story addi t ion to the Codman Bui ld ing, while a l te r ing the or ig inal 
appearance of the s t ruc ture , is so s t y l i s t i c a l l y and propor t ional ly sympathetic 
to the or ig ina l four f loo rs that the bui ld ing as i t presently ex is ts may be con­
sidered an i l l u s t r a t i o n of s t y l i s t i c evolution over a b r ie f period of time 
resu l t ing in a c losely un i f ied whole w i th substantial s t y l i s t i c i n t e g r i t y . ' 
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In addi t ion to the fam i l i a l re lat ionship discussed above, there is strong j 
s t y l i s t i c evidence which helps l i n k the Codman Bui lding addi t ion to Sturgis and 1 
Brigham. In 1883, the f i rm designed the F. L. Ames Building which, wi th i t s | 
v e r t i c a l l y a r t i cu la ted bays and round-headed windows capping each bay, is s imi lar -
in overal l design to the Codman Building a f t e r the addi t ion of i t s two upper f l o o r s . 
This s i m i l a r i t y suggests that the Ames Building and the Codman Bui lding addi t ion 
may have been undertaken by the f i rm during the same per iod. The Massachusetts 
Hospital L i fe Insurance Company Bui lding (1881), with i t s polychromed masonry, 
overal l proport ions, and re lat ionship of sol id to void also f i t s in to a progression j 
of design treatments which includes the enlarged Codman Bui ld ing. ' 

The Codman Building has undergone renovation and i s in the process of 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n of r ehab i l i t a t i on fo r tax purposes. The bui ld ing is part of a 3 
larger area, informal ly known as the Exchange D i s t r i c t , which appears to meet 
e l e g i b i l i t y c r i t e r i a of the National Register. Because of the complexity of a 
downtown commercial d i s t r i c t nomination and in order f o r the rehab i l i t a t i on to * 
proceed in a t imely manner, the nomination of the 10 Liberty Square Bui lding is 1 
occurring f i r s t and separately. Ind iv idua l l y , the bui ld ing meets the e l i g i b i l i t y i 
c r i t e r i a . Nomination of the rest of the Exchange D i s t r i c t w i l l be undertaken a t • 
a fu ture date. 

1 The James Codman Bui ld ing, 44-48 Ki lby Street , was designed by Sturgis & Brigham 
in the early 1870s. Source: The l e t t e r s and personal papers of John Hubbard 
Sturg is , Boston Athenaeum. 

^ Of these bu i ld ings , only the Church of the Advent and the Codman Building remain 
standing. 

^ American Archi tect and Bui lding News; Nov. 29, 1884, Jan. 3, 1880, Oct. 30, 1880, 
Apr i l 4 , 1885. ~ ~ . 

^ Margaret Henderson Floyd; "A Terra-Cotta Cornerstone f o r Copley Square: Museum 
of Fine A r t s , Boston, 1870-1876, by Sturgis and Brigham", in Journal of the Society 
of Archi tectura l H is tor ians; May, 1973, p. 84. 

^ Floyd, I b i d , p. 103. 

6 Telephone interview with Margaret Henderson Floyd, Ph.D., Director of the Sturgis 
Research D iv i s ion , Archi tectura l Heritage Foundation, Boston, by Wil l iam G. 
MacRostie, February 14, 1983. 

^ Margaret Henderson Floyd shares th is view in her unpublished manuscript on the 
Codman Bui ld ing, August, 1981. (See bib l iographical references.) 
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONi^JOLLY 
Secretary of State 

September 14, 1982 

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief -y. 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Inter ior 
Washington, D.C. 20243 : 

Dear Ms. Shull: v.; 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following nomination forms: 

Attleboro 
^/^oston: 

Boston: 
Falmouth: 
Milford: 

Herbert A. Sadler House (local) 
t'-i'O Liberty Square Building (local) 
Wigglesworth Building (local) 
Wood's Hole School (local) 
Gillon Block (local) 

A l l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified 
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before tJie meeting 
and were afforded the opporttmity to comment. Comments received to date 
are attached to the nomination forms. 

Sincerely, 

i-Z.7 v--"' ^Oj^l-

Candace Jenjcyns 
Registrar ion/Director 

CJ/sac 

enclosure UT-l ..'-7^'' 
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August 29, 1983 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

Ms. Carol Sh-ull, Chief 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
18th & C Streets North West 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you m i l find t±ie following nominations forms: i. 

Boston: Codman Building (rest±)mission) 

Boston: Tugboat Luna (local) 

Brockton: South Street Historic District (local) •' " , 

Clinton: Bigelow Carpet Conpany Woolen Mills (local) 

Easton: Furnace Village Historic District (local) 

Medford: Old Medford High School (local) 

North Adams: Eber Sherman Farm (local) 

Randolph: Gills Farm Archaeological District (stiate) 

Sturbridge: Tantiusques Reservation (state) 

South Hadley: Woodbridge Street Historic District (local) ''. 

Williams town: M i l l Village Historic Distxict (local) 

A l l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been 
signed by the Stzate Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified 
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting 
and were afforded the opportunity to ccoment. Conments received to date 
are attached to the nonination forms. 

Sincerely, 

Candace Ji 
Director 

CJ/pb 

ervation Planning 


