NPS Fofm 10-900 OMB Ma  102*COl»

(on.  ft«6)

: . RECHVED
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service MY 3 1198

National Register of Historic Places NATIONAL
Registration Form REGISTER

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for Individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
tor Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property t>eing documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and sutx:ategories listed in the Instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
historic nanne Intervale Factory “preferred,

other names/ste number Emerson Box Company Building

2. Location
street & number 402 River Street not for publication
city, town Haverhill N/AJ vicinity
gate Massachusetts code 025 county Essex code 009 zip code 01830
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
nn private [x1 building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
| Ipublic-local . I | district 1 buildings
I I public-State I Isite o *'y sites
| | public-Federal i d-f I Istructure structures
I lobject - ' objects
Totd
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register (0]

4. State/Federai Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966,as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination CHrequest for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties inthe
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In, my opinion, theproperty meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation, sheet.

VcKihki MoJ2Awwt r2.7/99

Sgnature o oatifying officid O Dae®
Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical CommissiPP,;

State or Federal agency and bureau State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. Nationai Parle Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

N"entered inthe National Register. .
Q s e e continuation sheet. | «TAl aesiatsc
r~| determined eligible for the National

Register. Q See continuation sheet.
| Idetermined not eligible forthe

National Register.

| Iremoved from the National Register.
I lother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Functionor Use intervale Factory, Haverhill, Massachusetts

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Industry/manufacturing facility Work in progress

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)
foundation stone
Late Victorian walls brick

roof asphalt
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Intervale Factory, at the corner of River and Swain streets, is a
three-story brick shoe factory, 45 by 130 feet in plan, built between August
and November of 1889, to the designs of the Haverhill architectural firm of
Bancroft and Perkins. The building was one of five brick shoe factories all
built between 1889 and 1892 adjacent to one another at this intersection of
River Street with Swain and Vila streets (see 1893 insurance map). In
addition to the nominated property, factories were constructed for Chick
Brothers (1889, W.H.H. Whiting, architect); L.V. Spaulding Co. (1890, Perkins
& Brancroft); Hoyt & Porter (1891, Perkins & Bancroft); and Spaulding Vila
(1892, Perkins & Bancroft). Of tliese, Hoyt & Porter has been replaced by a
car wash, and Chick Brothers factory has been shorn of three of its five
stories. L.V. Spaulding and Spaulding Vila are adjoining blocks at the corner
of River and Vila streets, the former facing the Intervale Factory across
River Street. Side streets have period employees housing, although River
Street's economy is now geared toward an automobile-oriented service economy,
rather than manufacturing.

The Intervale building takes up just over a third of its lot, which at the
rear slopes dowmn toward the Merrimac River, about 150 yards distant. The
city of Haverhill owms the lots on the southeast and east, on the former of
which stands the Williams H. Moody School (built at the turn of the century).

The narrow north facade of the factory facing River Street is the building's
principal elevation. Its chief architectural feature is the large block of
granite inscribed with the legend "Intervale Factory." The forty-five-foot
wide facade displays seven bays in the upper two stories, although the
basement and first-floor fenestration is less regular. Windows of the upper
floors exhibits 6/6 double-hung wooden sash within brick segmental-arched
openings. Granite sills are common to all openings. The window openings of
the western most bay are offset vertically, in order to light the stairway in
the northwest corner of the building. The building's main entrance was at the
first-floor level, still identified by a pair of double doors with horizontal
panels beneath a five-light transom. Today, however, this entrance is
inaccessible, the wooden porch and flight of steps leading to it having been
removed. Anillustration from 1900 shows the wooden stoop extended in front
of the two center bays, flanked by stairs set parallel to the building. Two
irregular openings flank the entrance: a 10/2-1light window beneath a square

5n See continuation sheet
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header; and a narrow segnental -arched door opening, nowbricked in. The
basenent story was originally [it fromRver Street by four segnental -arched
w ndows; these have been boarded up with plywood.

The long side el evations are ei gSQteen bays in length, although the two
northernnost bays of the Sain Street facade are occupied by the st a?gered
openings of the northwest stairway. All of the wndows are identical to those
on the upper floors of the Rver Street elevation. Thetenth bay fromthe

sout h I s aloading dock, sheltered by awooden, overhanging roof. T™vo
ground-fl oor entrances are al so provided on the Saain Street facade: tothe
sta”lv\ay,dat the north end and to the basenent; at the fourth bay fromthe

south end.

The brick facades of the building are largely unadorned, save for the granite
“Interval e" nmarker and two brick stnngg courses, twobrick courses wde, which
surround the building at the level at the level of the third-floor w ndow
sills andat the first-floor entrance sills.

O the interior, nost of the space i s open, exposing the original mll
construction. Asnall freight elevatorinthe center of the building noved
materials between floors. The exposed center rowof wood col ums, and the
correspondi ng beans and decking are the nain interior elenents. P unbing,
heating, spinkler, andelectrical conponents are all ex,oosed. Oiginally,
nechani cal  power and steamwere supplied to the Intervale fromthe pover house
of Chick Brothers Swe Factory across the street through an underground tunnel
beneath Smain Street. |n 1922, the box conpany built Its own steam supply on
the south side of the building.

In 1987, the Intervale Devel opnent Trust began conversion of the building for
twenty-four condomniumunits. As this nomnation was being prepared, nost of
the wndows were being replaced and the interior subdivided for residential
units. Despite these alterations, the building retains historical o
significance as the earliest intact exanple of the new shoe factory designin
Elaverhlll, aswell asforits later promnence i nthe box manufacturing

usi ness.

Archaeol ogy Description
Wile no prehistoric sites are currently recorded onthe property, itis
possibl e that sites are present. Heven prehistoric sites, one of whichis

within 500 feet of the property, have been recorded inthe general area
(wthin one mle). The physi cal characteristics of the parcel, ariver

continued
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terrace adjacent tothe Mrrinac Rver near the head of thetidal zone

have nade this an attractive area for native settlenent and subsistence
activities. Ingeneral, however, thepotential for significant archaeol ogi cal
remains, either prehistoric or historic, seens low as aresult of small [ ot
size (less that one acre) and thefact that thebuilding, which has a full
basenent | evel, takes up over one-third of the |ot.



8. Statement of Significance  TNYT-Alait. Farv»Ty* w*wo™h.-n  Ma....a™h..core
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

. J | I nationally | | statewide ST locally . . %
Applicable National Register Criteria  [XJA | X]C
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) | |[A 1 IB | Ic | ID | IE | IF I IG
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Industry 1889-19-~8

Architecture

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N A Perkin.g and Ranrrnft

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Intervale Factory in Haverhill, a late 19-century brick shoe factory, ;- -
possesses integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, and

association. The factory is architecturally significant as one of the N
earliest surviving examples in Haverhill of a newshoe factory design, for the
first time employing slow-burning mill construction, and placing all

manufacturing processes under the roof. The factory is historically

significant for its associations with the economic life of Haverhill. It weas

one of the first factory buildings built on this section of River Street when

that thoroughfare was first opened in 1889, and was part of the largest

building boom the city had yet seen. Although built as a shoe factory, the
building served for most of its history as one of the largest box factories in

the city, and today the building has the longest association with that

industry of any in the city. Its period of significance spans the years from

the factory's construction to 1938. The Intervale Factory meets criteria A

and C of the National Register of Historic Places on the local level.

Haverhill |ies at the head of tidewater on the Mrrinac R ver, approxinately |
thirteen mles fromits nouth. Until |ncr_ea3|n? vessel size navi gation J
of the river difficult, Haverhill was a shipbuilding towm and nart of ocean

comerce. The V& of 1812 however, encouraged |ocal investors to redirect _ |
their capital toward | and-based 1 ndustries, particularly inshoes a
hats, and conbs. During the Wr, Davi d Hw a Haverhill shoemaker, tra\
over | and to Phi |l adel phia to market his shoe. How s success encour age!
Haver hill shoenmakers toenter the m d-Atlantic and sout hern markets
1817, nmost of the products of 200 shoemakers in Haverhill were direct ed
t here. 1860, Haverhill was thethird largest boot and shoe producing city

in thenation, followng Philadel phia and Lynn, Missachusetts. Athough the

Gvil War, cutting off the sout hern market, put aterrporar)é. danper on the
I ndustry, the business continued to expand after the var. 1875, Haverhill

boasted 189 shoe factories al nost double thetotal ten years before.

nn See continuation sheet
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I 1 See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

I Ipreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested State historic preservation office
I Ipreviously listed in the National Register I 1 Other State agency
I Ipreviously determined eligible by the National Register | |Federal agency
undesignated a National Historic Landmark I ILocal government
|

I Irecorded by Historic American Buildings | University
Survey # other
I Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # MHC I nventory of Historic Assets #252
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property | ess than one acre
Quad- Haverhill Scal e- 1: 25000
UTM References
3121813 ,6,0 |73 |6]7,0 ,0 B L L |
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
cL” Li 1| D 1L

| |See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of t henom nated property arethose of | ot 2A block 246, shown on t he
Haverhill Assessors Mp; Sheet 505. See Assessors Map.

| | See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The nom nated boundary i stheproperty boundary that has historically been associated
with thelntervale Factory.

| 1See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

namefite Betsy Friedberg. NR Director/MHC with Peter H. Stott

organizaion Massachusetts Historical Commission dete February 10, 1988
street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone (617) 727-8470

city ortown Boston state Ma.gsarhu.getts— zip code 02116



fii»«an« (»mAepmatHo. iot*ooi»

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

A . . 8 n 1 Intervale Factory
Section number Page _ Haverhlll, Massachusetts

Between 1880 and 1890, despite adisatrous fire in 1882, the city experienced
the largest economc expansion inits history. |Inthat decade, i'nvestnent in
capital increased from$® mllion to $8 mllion; the value of nanufactured
products rose from$12 million to $23mllion; and the nunier of enpl oyees
nearly doubl ed, reachi n% 15,000. Mbst of this growth was due to the shoe
industry, which after the fire of 1882 was heavily concentrated ina downtown
section of Wshington Street (see Véshington Street Swe District, NR

10/ 14/ 1976) .

The growth ininvestnent translated directly into the erectionof new

bui | dings. "Judging from appearances,” the editor of the Haverhill Véekly

Bulletin wote in Mrch 1889 "the census of 1890 will find a vast increasein

the growth andwealth of Haverhill. MNot since the great fire of seven years
the erectionof somay business blocks, private dwellln%s,

manuf actories been contenplated as at the present time" (W8 3/16/1889, p. 2).

Rver Street was one of t\/\olardge areas opened up for buildi n?.purppses in
1889, and "nmanufacturers flockedinthat direction," the Bulletin editor

noted. This portion of Rver Street was part of alarge estate formerly owed
b( Eown Bow ey (1882-1884), Haverhill native, forner grocer, and at the'tine,

of his death one of the |argest real-estate owners inthe city (W8 6/14/1917)
and George A Hall (possibly a nephew. Bowey and Hall converted an ol d barn
into ashoe factory at the corner of Rver and Beach Streets (next to the
Intervale site), and sold other lots outright.

In January 1889, the Builetin sunmarized the work of the preceding year and
predi cted newconstruction:

The tide of travel be fairly saidto have started on Rver Street,
since W M Bowey & have a confortabl e and conmodi ous shoe
factory aIreadY ready for occupancy, and the Messrs. Chick Bros, are to
build one for their ‘I nmense business shortly. This narks aninportant
step inthe gronth of the city, since the tide being fairly turned that
way, itwll not belong ere upg?r Rver Street isdotted its entire
length with factories. [HEB /51889, p. 3]

(hick Brothers were a Véishington Street shoe manufacturer and one of the
| argest shoe producers inthe city. Athough un earlier than the _
Intervale, their newfive-story building was conpleted about the sane tine, in
Novener 1889 (B 11/23/1889). The Chick factory included a | arge steam

lant at the rear of their buildi n{t(;, whi ch suppl ied power to the surrounding
actories. Unhderground shafts linked Chick Brothers with the Intervale
g?ctO{y, and | ater, with the three factories of the opposite side of R ver

reet.

continued
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The Intervale Factory was begun in August 1889. An article intheBuiletin
announced t he a%rteenent between Bow ey real estate nanager George A Hill and

" the Véishi ngt on Street shoe nanufacturers Ellis and Gnnor. The new
three-story factory would be built by Bowey real estate and leased to the
shoe manufacturers for a termof years. |t would be christened "Intervale"
(N8 8/ 3/ 1889).

The firmof Ellis and Gnnor was conposed of Charles A Ellis and John H.
Gnnor  (1854-1937), general partners; and Dudl ey Porter (1837-1905), special
artner. The firmwas the successor, in 1887, tothe nachi ne seved shoe
usiness of (Godrich & Porter, one of thelargest and nost respected firns in
the city. Both Porter and @nnor had been associated wth thefirmfor nany
years, although Porter's role seens t o have been primarily as financier. |t
vas Porter wo took title in Qtober 1892 tothe Intervale wen it was sol d by
Bowey and Hal | (Deed Book 1358; 468).

Ellis and Gnnor had for sone tine been | ooking for a factory site where they
coul d expand their Véshington Street business, fuIIY I nt ending t 0 do enough
busi ness t o keep both plants enployed. Amang theattractions tothe Rver
Street location, thefirmcited a [ower rate of insurance, a better |ighted
bui I ding, power provided from Chick Brothers, good water, gas, andsev\era%e
services, and anple facilities for freight transportation. But one of the
m)st mpor%ant factors intheir decisionwas theabsence of |iquor shops in
e vicinity...

...nor [were] there likely tobe any, as M. Hall, nanager of the Bowey
estate, has agreed toincorporateinall deeds or |eases of property,
é?%}rlb%td]ons and provisions forbidding thesale of intoxicants. [

The fact or)élwas conpleted four nonths after the agreenent vas signed. Like
the Chick B ock, and thefactory buildings later built on the opposite side of
Rver Street, the buildi n? enr)l oyed t he heavy wooden tinber structural frane
of slowburning mll construction, for mr?/years popular with textile mlls
and their insurance agents. Homthestart, steamand nechanical pover vere
supplied fromthe Chick B ock b?/vxay of an underground shaft andtunnel
beneath Smain Street. |llumnation vas provided by gas |ight. The various
stages of shoe manuf act urln%1 were organi zed on separate floors, linked by a
snall freight eleva-tor at thecenter of thebuildi n?. Inthe basenent,
cutt|n? and finishing were perfornmed; on thefirst floor, cutting and Papkl ng
took place; stitching and "naki ng" were carried out on the second and third
floors, respectively.

In thetfall of 1892, Ellis & Gnnor purchased the building fromtheir | essors,
and therunor inthetrade was that they intended construction of another

continued
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IarEe shoe factory (Haverhill Evening Gazette 10/6/1892, p. 2). This never

took place. |n Cecenter, the Gazette reported the runor that Ellis & Gnnor
had di ssolved their partnership® rt~was believed , but could not be confirned
at the tinme, that the business at the Intervale Fact or%/v\puld be conti nued
the{umor nenbber of the firm JH nnor, while M. Ellis would care for the
country factory at Londondelr_g, Nw shire, a plant that Ellis & Gnnor had
operated for about ayear (HE> 12/21/1892), P 3). The 1893 Sanborn I nsurance

, confirmng the split, identifies the Intervale Factory as the "J.H
Gnnor Shoe 'y "

Anot her event which the 1893 insurance n@ records isthe destruction by fire
of the ol d Bowey barn, adjacent to the Intervale Factory. For about two
years the converted barn had been the box factory of the next owner of the
Intervale, John Qens (1850- 1915)7. Born i nPrince Edvard |sland, Ganada,
Qs cane to Haverhi |l about 1875, H worked inseveral box-naking firns as
forenan, and about 1889, he established his om firm noving to theforner
Bowi ey barn about 1891. O the evening of January 15, 1893, the factory was
conpletely destroyed by fire. A one ROI nt during the fire, the Gazette
reported, flanes conpletelyengul fedthe box factory and the strong w nd
carried flanes over to the'Intervale. Quick action by the fire departnent
saved the shoe factory. “Fortunately the wnd vas south; had it been west,
not hi nﬁ coul d have saved the Ellis & Gonnor Building frombeing badly danaged"
(HG 1716/ 1893).

Qens vas not slowto rebuild his business, and i nFebruary he purchased the
Intervale Factory fromDudley Porter (Deed Book 1369:304). A his space
requirenents were limted, JH Qnnor probably renained inthe building for a
short tine. BEven in 1906, however, John Qxens & npany occupi ed only the
basenent and first floor, for wooden and paper box naking resEectwer. The
second and third floors were | eased as a shoe shop and heel shop, respectively.

As a box factory, the Intervale vas very well equipped. 1n 1894, it was
described i na promotional ?ubllcatlon as "ore of the best equi pped box
factories inthis section of Nw England. The plant of nachinery is not only
el aborate and corTP_I ete, but it isof thelatest inproved tk/pe, and it enabl es
the firmto do satisfactory work i nthe shortest possible type, and
consequent|y at the | east possible cost." Aoout ortyhnen were enployed
(Representative Busi ness of Haverhill, p. 109). evented fromexpandi ng
hi's business by the presence of thecity's new Mody School, Qens established
a box factory |r]L(¥nn about 1908. Qes seens to have been plagued by fires:
when the Lynn building burned about 1913, he noved the Lynn businessto

Nevit on, New Hanpshire, where he establ i shed another factory. Hs Newton plant
burned i nthe fall of 1914.

continued
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After his father's death, James J. Owens (18807-1939) continued box making at
the Intervale. During this period, the firm built its om steam boiler in
1922, thus severing its dependence on the Chick plant across the street.

The Emerson Box Company moved into the Intervale Factory in 1939, although the
company did not purchase the building from the Owens family unit 1945 (Deed
Box 3421:158). The company was headed by Floyd S. Emerson (1899- ). The
family had already had a long association with the River Street area, as
Floyd's father, Albert H. Emerson (1861-1948), had been the foreman of the
Chick Brothers factory for most of his life, starting when the factory was
new. After Floyd's retirement in the late 1960s, the company was continued by
his son Richard unit 1985. The Intervale Development Trust purchased the
building in 1986.

Perkins & Bancroft, Architects
The Intervale Factory was designed by the Haverhill firm of Perkins & Bancroft
- (B 1/4/1890, p. 3). The partnership had been established only three years
before by two young architects, James A. Perkins (1858-1940) and James
Bancroft (1858-1905). The Bradford native, J. Merritt Bancroft, had received
his training in a local architect's office, directly after graduating from
high school. Perkins, born in Newbury, had worked in the office of the noted
Boston firm of Ware & Van Brunt. Both were thirty-one years old in 1889 when
their firm was one of three principal architectural firms at work in
Haverhill. In the summay of the year's building activity reported in the
Bulletin in 1890, Perkins & Bancroft were responsible for nearly one third of
the buildings list GWB 1/4/1890, p. 3). The firm has been predominantly
knomn for its residential building. A recent architectural study of Haverhill
identifies the firm as "responsible for most of the shingle style architecture
in the city" (Architectural Heritage of Haverhill, p. 26); after Bancroft's
death, Perkins continued working in Georgian and Colonial Revival styles.
Their early factory building are relatively unknown. With the exception of
the Chick Brothers factory, the pair designed not only the Intervale, but all
the new factory buildings in this section of River Street. Of these, the
Intervale was the earliest, and possibly their first essay into factory
construction. It is also probably the oldest intact example of mill
construction adapted to shoe factory design in Haverhill.

A "Revolution in the Construction of Shoe Manufactories”
In his summary of building construction in 1889, the editor of the Bulletin
wrote that the year "marked an entire revolution in the construction of shoe

[/ manufactories” HAB 1/4/1890, p. 3). It was, the paper had written several
months earlier,

the first intelligent effort on the part of our citizens to build shoe
manufactories which are adequate and suitable for the carrying on of the
business. The new factories ... built ... on River and Hale streets mean

continued >
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far nore than the nere opening of new districts or the growh and

extension of thebusiness itself, great and inportant as these two
factories are. The indicatethat our shoe manufacturers have realized the
advantage of an industry in one place; that this can be found only in a
city, and that hence city factories, where all the work can be done under
the I nmedi ate observation and control of the head of the establishnent,

are far preferable toeither country factories, or theancient custom of
sendi n%SaII theturned work out into the surrounding hamets. [HB

4/ 20/ 1889

To understand thesignificance of this change, it is necessary to examne
briefly the shoe manufacturing industry up tothat tine. InHaverhill, the
shoe nanufacturers had I,ong been concentrated dowitown (the area of the
\Véshington Street Shoe District), where space was at a premum Factories
built prior totheCvil Ve were ordinary stores, three tofour stories high,
buil't 1nblocks of three tofour stories 1neach block, with partitions
between each store runni n? totheroof. They were dark and poorly
ventilated. As nachines for doing different” parts of the work began to
appear, nethods of manufacturing changed, and nany of the nanufacturers began
to let out work tocontractors, espec alfythe stitching of uppersand the
"maki ng' of shoes. Express wagon knowas "freighters" received boxes of
unfini shed shoes from the Haverhill factories tobe carried to sone country
town in Nw Hinpshire tobe nade up. Snefifteen totwenty freighters nade
trips toand fromthecity daily or several tine per week, picking up on the
rd trip thefinished shoes. Despite thefire which |eveledthe heart of
Haverhill's shoe district in 1882, the shoe factories there were rebuilt on
essentially the sanelins as before. Thus, thelarger, free-standi n%,
factories which began tobe built in 1889 offered nanufacturers thetirst
opportunity tobring all their work under theroof, in light and airy working
(fzonfht!ons that were a narked contrast from the conditions of the old
actories.

As thefirst of these rew buildings was erected, theBulletin editor wote
lyrically of theinplications of this newbuilding formfor thecity:

Gonsider this well, )&e property owners of Haverhill, and do all inyour
pover toretain and keep up their h|?h standard. Build for themHEht,
awr, nodern factories; established for themcooperative banks, parks,
ublic libraries. Keep their wages up tothe highest possible standard,
or on them theday |aborers, depend the continuance of the present boom
and thefuture well-doing of this bright, enterprising, beautiful city of
ours. [HB 6/22/ 1889

continued
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The free-standing factories had another advantage which mede them attractive
to their owners: mill construction. This method of building, employing heavy
plank floors, and slow-burning structural beams and columns instead of light
joists, had been in use in textile mills since the 1830s. There they had not
only lessened complete disaster from fire, but lowered insurance costs. In
Haverhill, however, because the shops had been small and closely packed, these
methods had never been applied.

The first of the new factories to conform to "modern ideas and modern
requirements,” as the Bulletin editor described them, were two factories of
Hale Street, erected in 1889, to the designs of Damon Brothers, architects, a
prominent Haverhill firm EAB 1/4/18909). These buildings have been

replaced. The five-story Chick Brothers factory on River Street was begun in
the Spring of 1889; this structure, as noted above, has been significantly
altered by the removal of the tower and upper three stories. The fourth shoe
factory to be constructed in 1889 was the Interval Factory, begun in August of
that year.

The Intervale Factory was thus among the earliest factories to be built in
Haverhill in a rural setting. For the Bowley real estate interests who
erected it on their om riverside lot, it may have recalled the sentiments of
Haverhill's om native son and poet laureate, John Greenleaf Whittier
(1807-1892), whose collected works had been published only the year before.
Whittier's works frequently evoked the bucolic landscapes of a pre-industrial
s New England. Whittier, who lived most of his life in the Merrimac Valley,
often wrote of the "storied value of Merrimac." The term "intervale" itself,
A popularized in the 19th century, was a word of New England coinage to describe
a low level tract of land especially along a river. In the narrative poem
"Mary Garvin" (1856), Whittier recalled the original wilderness of the Saco
River and its fall through "the green lap of Conway's intervales.” Thus it is
not unreasonable to believe that in christening the new factory "Intervale,"”
its owners hoped to inspire working conditions free from the crowded, dark
shops, and intoxicants that were so evidently a problem in the city center.
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Intervale Factory, 402 River street, Haverhill, Mass.

Detail from Sanborn Fire Insurance Atlas of Haverhill (1893), sheet 1.
Scale: 1 inch = 80 feet
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Carol Shull
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Department of the Interior
National Park Service
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, DC 20013-7127
Dear Ms. Shull: N
Enclosed you will find the nomnation forns for the followng properties:
There are three properties in Boston:
o Eliot Hall; 7AEiot Sreet
First Church of Jamaica Plain; 6 Eliot Street
Geek Othodox Cathedral of MNw England; 520 Parker Street
Haverhill, Intervale Factory; 402 Rver Sreet
Lincol n, Muoos BEnd Road Hstoric District; 63 Baker Bridge Road, 1, 5, 9,
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MassachusettsHistorical Commission, Vaerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, State Higtoric Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts02116  (617)727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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