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During the first three quarter^of the eighteenth 
century Duck Creefcrvillage, also called balisbury, was a 
thriving community. By the time of the Revolution it had 
three churches, a mill with a nearby miller's house, and an 
undetermined number of other dwellings. In the later eight 
eenth century Duck Creek Cross Road§,now Smyrna, approximately 
a mile to the southeast, began to rival Salisbury and even 
tually eclipsed it. In the middle twentieth century only the 
mill and the milTer's house remained,

"The Lindens", the former miller's house, is a two story 
and ..attic, brick dwelling, five bays in width, its brickwork 
laid in Flemish bond, with a shingled gambrel roof. Its 
woodwork is good. Now fully restored and appropriately fur 
nished, it is open for exhibition.

A plank house on a brick foundation, one storey and attic 
with a steep shingled roof and overhanging eaves, has been • 
placed near "The Lindens", It has only one room on each level 
a steep open stairway, and a fireplace in the center of the 
gable end. This structure, when moved from North Main Street 
in Smyrna in 1961, approximately a mile distant, was in a 
neglected but still basically sound condition. It also has 
been fully restored.

A gristmill, 80 feet x 100 feet, now out of operation 
but restorable, with subsidiary buildings, stands at the foot 
of the milipond, also near "the Lindens'.1 The Old Duck Creek 
Village area includes the pond and its banks. Future plans 
call for renovating the mill as a museum devoted to regional 
history, and the development of an outdoor recreation area 
in addition to the historical enclave.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Old Duck Creek Village offers an architecturally valu 
able example of a master craftsman of the middle eighteenth 
century, contrasted with the simpler quarters characteristic 
of less affluent working families and a somewhat earlier 
period. The mJL.LLer's house is on its original site near the 
jnill.. The plank house i s sa rare survival of an architectural 
type intermediate between log and frame.

The community of ; which "The Lindens'1 and its mill are 
survivals is the oldest in northern ^-ent County. It had begun 
before 170£, near where Kings Highway crossed Duck Creek. A 
gristmill and bolting mill had been established before I?!?. 
The site remained in constant use for manufacturing, usually 
the processing of wheat and corn, until the middle twentieth 
century. The present mill is approximately a hundred years 
old. A Friends Fleeting (1705), a Church of England chapel 
(c.1740) and a Presbyterian Church (1773), all on or near the 
the village tract, are now represented only by their cemeterie:

The existing buildings provide an adequate visual basis 
for an interpretation of eighteenth century village life in 
tiffiL_aii£a". The .site as a whole indicates the economic factors 
controlling the original placement and the survival of com 
munities. It also provides space for the reconstruction of 
a larger portion of the village should that later be feasible. 
The planned outdoor recreation facilities will greatly in 
crease the number of potential visitors.

"The Lindens" is operated by the the Duck Creek Histor 
ical Society under lease from the Division of Historical and 
Cultural Affairs. Similar public-private and State-local cooperation 
will be continued and expanded as the site developes.
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Public Archives Commission Jan.28, 19?0
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Hall of Records
CITY OR TOWN:

Dover Delaware

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been- 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:
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Title State Liaison Officer

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

// (^^AARJa.
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historiq Preservation

FEB 1 1972
Date
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Keeper of The Na/ional Register
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