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1. Name of Property "~~~""~"""""'"""""''~~~~"~"~~~1~~~~~~~"~"'

historic name Zuhn Building
other names/site number

2. Location
street & number 201 E. Monroe IT not for publication
city, town Mrnmt-. I I vicinity
state Iowa code IA county Henrv code Q87 zip code 52641

3. Classification
Ownership of Property 
fxl private 
I I public-local 
Pi public-State 
I I public-Federal

Category of Property
("X building(s)
I district[~^ site

I structure
1 object

Name of related multiple property listing: 
ArchitecturalS Historical Resonr-ra of Mount Pleasant,

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing

1 0 buildings 
____ ____ sites 
____ ____structures 
____ ____ objects

Number of contributing resources previously 
la'isted in the National Register n___

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
Q nomination LJ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In mxosinion, the property Cx] meets (HI does not meet the National Register criteria. LJSee continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official 

State Historical Societ of lnvu=i

Dat'/

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property LJ meets LJdoes not meet the National Register criteria. LJSee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register.
I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National
Register. I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I I removed from the National Register. 
I I other, (explain:) ___________

National Eeglatfi*

jgnature of the Keeper Date of Action

0



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

INDUSTRY/Manufacturina COMMERCE/Specialtv

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation Limestone_________
Victorian:________________ walls ____Brick 

Thai i
roof ____Asphalt
other ___Metal cornice

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

This three story brick building from 1886, measuring approximately 
42'x62', is located on the northeast corner of Monroe and Adams, one 
block east of the Square. It is rectangular in shape, with the narrow 
end of the rectangle being the primary facade. The flat roof slopes 
gently to the rear. The facade is a double storefront and features six 
windows (one over one double hung) on both the second and third floors. 
Side elevations feature four windows (six over six double hung) per 
floor, while the rear now has two (three originally). Windows on all 
elevations are segmental arched and do not have hoodmolds. A bracketed 
metal cornice with date and pediment caps the facade. The storefronts 
have cast iron pilasters and prism glass transoms. These storefronts 
replaced the original four pane display windows and double door 
entrances seen in historic photographs c. 1910-20. The building is a 
very straight forward, functional design, with the only embellishment 
being the metal Italianate cornice. The design is in keeping with the 
function of the building as a carriage works.

The area of the facade between the second and third floor windows 
has apparently always been used as a sign board, as the historic 
photograph shows "Mt. Pleasant Carriage Works" painted in the area. The 
east elevation retains the remnants of sign advertising Bull Durham. 
The brick used in this building is of a deeper red color, and harder 
consistency/ than that used for the buildings constructed in the 1850s 
and '60s.

Alterations to this building include: a shallow addition to the 
rear of the building which is non-intrusive; a three story corrugated 
metal addition at the northeast corner which houses an elevator (this 
replaced the original elevator which was located in the northeast 
corner of the building itself); and a plate glass display window 
which was added to the southwest corner of the building, secondary 
elevation at street level, approximately forty years ago (while not in 
keeping with the original design, this window does not detract).

The interior of the first floor has experienced several changes. 
The ceiling has been lowered on both sides, but in the east half the 
metal ceiling is intact above the new one, and in the west half, the 
original beaded wood ceiling is in place. Both halves have been

See continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I I nationally I I statewide [~Xl locally

Applicable National Register Criteria I IA I IB |"X] C I ID

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) I |A I IB I Ic I ID I IE I IF I |G

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
______Architecture_______________ 1886_____________ 1886_____

Cultural Affiliation 
____N.A.

Significant Person Architect/Builder
______RJV.______________________ Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

This building is significant under Criterion C as a good example 
of a Type III building from the 1880s representing the application of 
late Italianate design elements.

The three story brick rectangular building is purely functional in 
design, and could house either a retail business or some sort of light 
industry. The only decorative element is the metal cornice which 
gives it a feeling of the popular late Italianate style that was used 
for- many of the buildings around the Square. The windows feature the 
simple segmental arches found on most masonry buildings of the last 
quarter of the 19th century. When desired, these arches could be 
covered with elaborate cast hoodmolds, or could be left unadorned as 
seen here.

The interior space of this building was the most important feature 
for the carriage works. There was a need for large unbroken expanses 
of space for both the manufacture and repair of vehicles. This was 
accomplished through the use of iron columns providing structural 
support. The interior was as devoid of decoration as the exterior.

The Zuhn Building replaced an earlier single story building on the 
same site, which also housed the Mount Pleasant Carriage Works. H.A. 
Zuhn had that building demolished, and the present one constructed, in 
1886. An ad in the 1893 Mount Pleasant City Directory notes 
"Manufacturing and repairing of every description. Headquarters for the 
best make of vehicles," and promises "Prices that win permanent trade." 
The location of a carriage works just one block from the Square 
indicates the dual nature of the enterprise, it was both retail 
business and an industry. The building retains a high degree of 
integrity.

I I See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

Mount Pleasant Journal, 6 June, 13 June, 27 June, 1886; 6 January 1887

Historic photographs.
Ad in the 1893 Mount PLeasant City Directory.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)

has been requested
I previously listed in the National Register 
I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
I designated a National Historic Landmark 
I recorded by Historic American Buildings

Survey # __________________________ 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record # ___ ___ ________________

I I See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data: 
f~l State historic preservation office

Other State agency
Federal agency

X Local government
University
Other

Specify repository:

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property on*3 acre

UTM References'
A h iS I lfiJ2 .1 b 0 0 I k 6 b 

Zone Easting Northing
Cl , I I I .

ft 0

i i i i

I I . I . . I . I
Zone Easting Northing 

Dl , I I I , I . . I I.I.

f~l See continuation sheet

j_L

i i

Verbal Boundary Description

W 43.5', Lot 4, Blk 15, Original Town, City of Mount Pleasant.

QSee continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification

Ihis is the area historically associated with this resource.

I I See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
Molly Myers Naumann, Consultantname/title __

organization ___
street & number Citv Hall. 202 W. Monroe
city or town ___Mount Pleasant_______

(515) 682-2743
Citv of Mount Pleasant data Mav 1991_______

telephone (319) 385-1470 
state ___IA____ zip code 52641
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divided into front rooms for sales and display, and back work rooms. A 
stairway leads to the second and third floors from the northwest corner 
(outside entrance). The second floor was originally used for the 
making of carriages and wagons, and would have been a large open space. 
It now has a north/south central hall and is divided for apartments. 
Ceilings have been lowered and new walls added. The third floor is 
vacant and retains its original floor plan as a meeting room and/or 
lodge hall. The south 3/4 of the floor is undivided open space with 
original plaster and woodwork. A cloak room is located in the 
northwest corner. The northeast corner appears to be an ante room, 
but the flooring shows signs of being replaced. This is the original 
location of the elevator.
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NPS Form IO-000-o 
($-86)

OWN AWHIVU! No lOM-OOIIl
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Section number Page
CFN-259-1I1G

I

W. MADISON E.MADISON

I
E. MONROE

W. MONROE

W. WASHINGTON E. WASHINGTON

MOUNT PLEASANT PUBLIC SQUARE

Shaded buildings are those being nominated, 

indicates specific building being nominated
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