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1. Name of Property

historic name  Munroe Street Historic District

other names/site  N/A

2. Location

street & numberBounded by: Market St., Oxford St.. Washington St. & MBTA Commuter Rail N/A not for publication
city or town Lynn N/A  vicinity K

state Massachusetts code MA county Essex code 009 zip code 01901 -

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this ~[(nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
A meeis ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

in nationally < statewide locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

2Z
Signature of certifying official/Title Judith Bid~cDonough, Executive Director *  Date

sachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer
State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets ¢ does not nrieet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I, herelsy certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet. /’\t/ i

e detemnined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
* determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):
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Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Categpry of Property
(CheckifiSSf one boxi*v.

X_ private A Duilding(s)

X_ public-local k_district

2L public-State J _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" If property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE: Business: Specialty Store
Department store

RECREATION -CULTURE: Theatre

INDUSTRY: Manufacturing facility
TRANSPORTATION: Rail-related

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN: ltaliante: Renaissance

LATE 19th-20th CENTURY REVIVALS: Beaux Arts:
Classical: Tudor

LATE 19TH-EARLY 20TH CENTRURY AMERICAN:
Commercial Style, Chicago

MODERN MOVEMENT: Art Deco-Moderne

Narrative Description

J

Essex County, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
17 04 _building
00 01 sites
01 00 structures
00 00 objects
18 05 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
In the National Register

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)
COMMERCE/TRADE: Business: Department store:
Restaurant
RELIGION: Religious facility

LANDSCAPE: Park
TRANSPORTATION: Rail-related

IVlaterials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation BRICK, Stone. Concrete

walls Wood. Brick. Stone, Stucco, Concrete
roof Asphalt, Asbestos. Metal

other

(Descrit>e the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

* See continuation sheets
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Munroe Street Historic District isa commercid aeainthe centrd district of the City of Lynn,
Massachusettsin Essex County, an industria urban center north of Boston.  The district is located on
both ddesof Munroe Street between Market Street and Washington Street adjoining the existi ng
Centrd Sguare Historic District (NRDIS 12/10/1985). y *

The district is composed of 2.2 aores of commercia budness buildings on both sdes of Munroe Stret
that date from the mid-19th to the mid-20th century, including severd notable examples of doe
factory loftsand retail doresthat reman with original festuresintact. These are among the earliest

sructures of their type in Lyrm directly linked with the history of the dhoeindustry that survived the
Great Lynn Fire of 1889.

The district contains 23 resources not previoudy listed on the National Register: 21 buildings, 1
dructure and 1 ste, of which 17 buildings and 1 dructure contribute to its architecturad and historical
character ad its integrity. Fifteen (15) buildings ae of original brick congtruction with iron
supporting sysems, while 3 of the buildings are of wood congtruction, later remodded with continuous
ducco facades. The remaining buildings are of recent concrete block condruction. An original
granite sdewdk is included & a contributing ste within the district.

Alterations to the district have been due to commercid retail renovations, primarily on the dreet leve
facades, preserving the upper gories and rear sectionsin original style. Recent urban renewda projects
have deared isolated lots for public accessand landscgped parks, generdly maintaining the original
commercial strestscgpe intact along both sdes of Munroe Stredt.

Historic Devdopment Summary

The Munroe Stret Historic District is located within the original area of Plantation Period
(1620-1700) settlement by the New England Company from Sdem (MA) in 1629. The naturd setting
of the district was originally a brook that flowed southeast from High Rock (NRDIS 10/11/1979) to
Lynn Harbor from Black Marsh Swvamp & the bese of present Buffum Street.

A division highway, now Market Street, was laid out ¢.1630 from the Contact Period (1500-1620)
native frail, now Broad Street, to Lynn Common (NRDIS 4/10/1992) with afordway over the brook
near the present intersection of the MBTA railroad viaduct and Market Street. Likely lot divisions
aong Market Strest =2t the present dignment of Munroe Siret possibly after ¢.1630.

Little devdopment of the district can be documented in the Colonial Period (1700-1775). Market

Street remained the primary aoccessroute with the fordway over the existing brook. Possibly, the
brook was utilized for tanning sawage from shoe making shopsaong Market Street during the period.

(continued)
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Significant development of the district was st during the Federd Period (1775-1830) aong the axisof
Market Street. A cluster of shoemaking shopswas located around the tanning brook fordway by

; 1820 with awooden bridge condructed over the crossng and house lots developed along Market
Stret dong the present lot lines. Interior Sreets were a0 laid out during the period, including
Washington Sfreet that connected Broad Sfreet with Essex Street by 1829.

The present character of the disfrict was formed during the Early Indusfrial Period (1830-1870) with
the opening of the Eagtern Railroad (now MBTA Commuter Rail) in 1838. The alignment of the
mainline tracks was sgt adjacent to the tannery brook & Market Street with Munroe Street laid out to
Washington Street besde the railroad c. 1838-1841. House lots were developed along Munroe Stret
over the next decade. The prime location dong the railroad and tannery brook encouraged relocation
of a ghoe craft industry from the Lynn Common to Munroe Siret by the 1850swhen the district
became the center of the shoe industry in Lynn. After the Civil War, the shoeindustry continued to
concenfrate on Munroe Street, with a serious fire in 1869 that razed the original shoe shopsa 21-37
Munroe Street. Thesewere rebuilt in 1869-1870 dong with new factory loftsa 50-66 Munroe Sfreet
aso during 1869-1871, now the oldest extant Sreetscape of mid-19th century shoe factories in Lynn.

The pattems edablished after the Civil War with Munroe Sfreet as a dhoefactory and commercia
retail district were developed with increesng dendty during the Late Industrial Period (1870-1915).
Large multi-storied business blocks were erected along both sdes of the district with examples &
34-38 Munroe Street and 70-78 Munroe Street during 1879-1881 and the comer block a 1-7 Munroe
Stret & Market of 1875.

The critical event of the period was the Grest Lynn Fire of 1889 that rezed the esstem section of
Munroe Street, now included within the Centra Sguare Historic District (NRDIS 12/10/85), rebuilt a5
91-127 Munroe Street in 1890-1891. A smdler fire a 59-61 Munroe Street in 1834 wes aso of
historic note with loss of four fireman, commemorated by Fire Box No. 41 a& 127 Munroe Street
(NRDIS 12/10/85). The=e blocks were likewiserebuilt & 55-59 Munroe Street in 1895 cregting the
full urban grestscgpe of the disfrict. From the post-fire period to the First World War, commercia
development was maintained, with lessbuilding densty. Replacement of earlier shoe factory |ofts by
retail blocks included, 114-120 Munroe Stregt in 1911 and 14-24 Munroe Strest in 1914, with a

;. vaudeville theatre & 93 Munroe Street of 1908, later remodded. /

> Development of Munroe Stret during the Early Modem Period (1915-1946) maintained the cheracter
of acommercia retail busnessdistrict esablished before the First World War.  Small replacement
blocks continued to be built to the Great Depresson & 80-90 Munroe Street and 92-110 Munroe Sfrest
of 1930-1933, with single specidty doresa 19 Munroe Street in 1928, Although the Depresson
curtailed retail activity, renovation was evident with modemization of the early shoeloftsa 50-78
Munroe Stregt in 1938. -1 % , ) N

(continued)
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Recovery after the Second World War was immediate with remodeing of retail blocks a 21-25
Munroe Sfreet and 93 Munroe Street in 1946, the terminal date of historic period consderation.

Nonresidential: Buildingsand Stes . |

All nominated buildingsincluded within the Munroe Strest Historic District were congtracted for
nonresidential purposes. Preexisting residentid buildings within the present district are known from
historic period maps and photographs inthe Gresk Reviva Style (1830-1850) and remained until
C187/5 and possibly as late as c. 1910.

The earliest surviving buildings within the disfrict were condructed as multi-storied, ghoe craft
factorieswith retail shopson the dreet floor. Five such dhoe factories remain of the post-Civil War
period, notable as the only examples of their type in Downtown Lynn that survivedthe Great Fire of
1889. Twowell presarved shoefactories are the Harrison Newhall Factory, 21-25 Munroe Stregt
(MAP# 19-627-2; MHC# 471) and the Nichols & Ingdls Factory, 35-37 Munroe Sfreet (MAP#
19-628-18; MHCH# 472), both built in brick, three gories, following a fire of 1869 with limestone
bracketed roof comice, comer quoins and keystone window lintels in omeate Itaianate Style
(1850-1880) typical of the dhoe industry prosperity after the Civil War. Both buildings have been
modified by later additions, mog obvioudy, the Nichols & Ingalls Building with afourth story, added
in the 1880s

Three other shoe factory |ofts are located on the opposite Sde of Munroe Street, now obscured by a
continuous stucco facade of 1938. These include the Johnson-Filene Building, 50-54 Munroe Sfreet
(MAP# 19-628-17; MHCH# 220), the Grover-Sanbom Building, 62-64 Munroe Strest (MAP#
19-628-16; MHC# 221) and the Edison-Tucker-Brown Building, 66 Munroe Street (MAP# 19-628-16;
MHCH# 222), all built during 1869-1871 of wood frame constmction, likely in Itdianate Style as
shown in period photographs. Thesethree are the earliest known surviving examples of wood framed
shoe factories in downtown Lynn. Of the three, the mogt notable is the Johnson-Flene Building, dte
of the William Flene-One Price Clothing Store during 1878-1880, precursor to the Boston basaed
Filene's Depatment Store and owned by the Filene family from ¢.1889-1905 according to ded
records. Interior examination of the Johnson-FHlene Building reveds that the top fourth floor preserves
window framing and interior stairway arangements of the original 1869-1871 shoe factory
congtmction, possibly the oldest extant example in Lynn.

Severd budness blocks of the Pand Brick Style (1875-1890) are located within the district. These
include the Alley Block, 1-7 Munroe Strest (MAP# 19-627-25; MHC# 469) of 1874-1875 with athree
dory curved comer facede a Market Strest; the Sherry Building, 70-78 Munroe Strest (MAP#
19-628-15; MHCH# 474) of 1879, a five dories the tallest busnessblock in Lynn of its period, with
later facade remodded in 1911; and the Tucker Building, 34-38 Munroe Strest (MAP# 19-628-18;
MHC# 470) dated 1881 with well preserved facade of origina design of four stories.

(continued)
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Further development of the district was defined by budnessblocksin the Classcd Reviva Style
(1890-1935). The mogt distinguished design is the Hutchinson-Clark Block, 55-59 Munroe Strest
(Map# 19-627-4; MHC# 473) of 1894-189%5 by Holman Wheder architect, incorporafing dements of
the Renaissance Reviva and Romanesque Revival Stylewith adasscd arched facade of light buff
brick and sanddonetrim and regular industrial brick with iron support columns for the primary
congtmction, including original sprinkler fire pipes and iron shutter loft bays. Of similar design isthe
McDuff Building, 2-8 Munroe Strest & Market (MAP# 19-628-22; MHC# 468) of 1910 by John
Ashton and JS. Huntress architects, athree story busnessblock dso of buff brick with arched motif
and pressed meta bracketed comice using Chicago styled office plate glasswindows for the upper
bays. Later examples include more modest interpretations of the Classcd Revival a 114-120 Munroe
Srest (MAP# 19-628-12; MHC# 225) of 1911 by Somes and Parsons architects, 80-90 Munroe Street
(MAP# 19-628-14; MHC# 223) of 1930 by Senbom and Wead architects, and the Tolman Building,
92-110 Munroe Strest (MAPH# 19-628-13; MHCH# 224) of 1933 by Knut Swanson architect. All three
form a continuous greatscape of two and three story brick blockswith smple limestone and concrete
details. Of rdated interest isthe Sagamore Tmst Company, 465 Washington Strest (MAP# 19-628-23;
MHC# None) remodded in 1926 by Thomas Jamesarchitect with a sngle story facade of imposing
ached dedign in limestonefacing. Anorigina Renaissance Revival design, now logt to publicview is
the Theetre Comique, 93 Munroe Strest (MAP# 19-627-8; MHC# 22) of 1908 that presarvesthe
omate tin metal proscenium arch gagewithin the remodded core of the presant building, the sole
surviving movie theafre in Downtown Lynn.

Smadler retail buildings were desgned in digtinctive syles for limited lots. Among the examples are
Lewandos Cleaners, 14-24 Munroe Street (MAP# 19-628-20; MHC# None) of 1914 by Home and
Manning architects in the English Tudor Style (1895-1940) with original wood detailed shutters and
Spanish Revival Stylered tile comice roof Of similar intent is Ruth's Hat Shop, 19 Munroe Street
(MAP# 19-627-20; MHC# 20) of 1928 by George Comet architect, a miniature English Tudor design
with Flemish Barogue brick gable

Severd of the origina business buildings within the disfrict have preserved storefronts of remodeed
designs in the Modeme Style (1930-1950). These include the Goldberg's Fumiture Store, 70-78
Munroe Strest (MAP# 19-628-15) with gainless ged entry doors of 1938, the B & E Paint Store,
31-35 Munroe Street of 1946 with origina inset display windows and lettered sgnage, and the Lynn
Hardware Store, 93 Munroe Street (MAP# 19-627-8; MHC# 22) d0 of 1946 with streamlined
concrete facade of poswar design.-

Ore notable dte is located within the disfrict, the Granite Sidewak, 70—78 Munroe Sfreet (MAP#
19-628-15; MHC# 928), likely ingtalled for the Sherry Building in 1879, with scored gone débs the
only remaining example of itstype in Downtown Lynn.

(continued)
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L osses

Since the termina date of historic condderation after the Second World War in 1946, the Munroe
Street district hes undergone gradud loss of its original commercid fabric through urban renewd and
busnessdecline. Much of the losshes occurred only within the last decade These include buildings
that had survived the Grest Lynn Fire of 1889 as the wooden section of the Alley Block 9-17 Munroe
Strest (MAP# 19-627-25; MHC# 469) from 1865, the wood gabled gtore & 85-91 Munroe Street
(MAP# 19-627-7, MHCH# 467A) likely of 1872, and the wood framed shoe loft & 124-128 Munroe
Strest (MAP# 19-628-11, MHC# 467B), likely of 1878-1880, now the Ste ofthe Munroe Street Park
(MAP# 19-628-11; MHC# None). ' :
Seveard one gory retail blocks have replaced vacant lots within the district, as the Salvation Army
Store, 12 Munroe Street (MAP# 19-628-21; MHC#None) in 1970 and 85-91 Munroe Street (MAP#
19-627-7, MHC# None) in 1985. Alsordated to losseswithin the district are the pedestrian access
malls opened to the MBTA Commuter Rail Station a 9-17 Munroe Strest (MAP# 19-627-25, MHC#
None) and 65-75 Munroe Strest (MAP# 19-627-6;, MHC# None). Despite these changes, the Munroe

Street Historic District retains remarkable integrity of its urban drestscgpe as an active retail area
within Downtown Lynn.

Archaeological Description

While no prehigtoric Stesare currently recorded inthe digtrict, it is possble that dtes are present.
Three dtesare recorded inthe gengd aea (within one mile). The physical characteridtics of the
property include awell drained level to moderatdy doping landscape originaly in dose proximity to
wetlands. Thesetraits represent locationa criteria which are favorable for mog types of prehistoric
dtes. Wetland drainage in the areawes originaly through a brook which flowed eest from a swamp
& the base of High Rock to Lynn Harbor. The location of a known prehistoric Ste a High Rock may
indicate the course of the brook sarved as aNative American trail connecting the dte area a High
Rock with Lynn Harbor & some point inthe prehistoric past. Broad Street is a0 reported as a
Contact Period Nativetrail with aford located a the intersection of Market Street and the MBTA
viaduct. Given the above information, a high probability exids that prehistoric dtesare located in the
digtrict. In generd, however, the potential for significant prehistoric survivals in the district islow.
Little, if any, part of the district has not bean impacted by intense residential and industrid land use
dating to the 18th century or earlier. This pattem hes likely effected the, integrity of any prehistoric
resources in the area

A high potential exigsfor the recovery of higoric archaedlogical resources in the didrict. Whilethe

(continued)
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disgtrict area iswithin the area of the original Plantation Period settlement by the New England
Company from Sdem in 1629, potential archaeological resources from this period are probably rare.
No early house lots are reported inthe district during this period. Market Street, however, wes laid
out as a highway between Lynn Common and Broad Street by ca 1630 with a fordway over the brook
a the dte of the MBTA viaduct. Any potentia resources from this period, including stratigraphic
evidence of the Market Street roadway are likely concentrated in the westem portion of the district
bordering Market Street. The potential for archaeological resources dating to the Colonial Period is
smilar to the preceding period. No Colonia Period house stesae known for the period, however, #
dhoe shops or tanneries may have been present inthe Market Sireet locale near the brook.  Stmctural
remains from these shopsand industry may survive near the brook which was nesded for tannery
operations. The potential for historic archaeologica resources increases condderably during the
Federd Period. A duder of dhoe making shopswas presant around the "tanning brook™ fordway by
1820 when awagon bridge was a0 congmcted over the Market Street crossng.  Stmcturd  remains
may survive from these shopsas well as indudtrial refusearees Reddentia dtes including simctural
remains and occupational related features (trash pits, privies, wells) may a0 survive aong Market
Strest where house lots were laid out aong present property lines. Stmctura remains may aso
survive from the bridge or it's footings near the Market Street/brook  intersection.  The majority of
historic archaeologica resources in the district probably date to the Early Industrial Period during
which the present character of the district was formed. The devdopment of the Eagtem Railroad (now
the MBTA Commuter Rail Line) from 1836-38 combined with the presence of the tannery brook
crested a locationa context which encouraged development inthe district locae. Munroe Street wes
laid out by 1831-41 with house lots laid out in ca 1848-50. Initial resdentid devdlopment was
located near the Market Sirest intersection about that time and earlier. The presence of the railroad
and tannery brook aso encouraged the shoe indudtry to rdocate from Lynn Common to Munroe Sfreet
&s the district became the center of Lynn's shoeindustry. The location of boot and dhoe factories was
responsible for the didtricts primary devedopment inthe 1840s and 50's.

No resdentiad homes survive in the district dthough severd were reported to remain standing onto the
latter 19th century. Stmctural remains from these Gresk Revival Style resdences may survive,
particularly inthe areabordering Market Street. The most common archaeologicd survivas in the
district, however, belong to boot and dhoe factories which were present along the entire Munroe Sfreet
corridor. Mogt of these dmctures have aso been dedroyed, often by fire. Only five of these
amctures remain contributing to the character of the district we s today.

In addition to stmctural remains from the actud factory or loft buildings, trash arees associated with
boot and shoe manufacture may dso survive. Specific locations where shoe shops or factories may
survive include 21-37 Munroe Sfreet where shoe shopswere razed by a fire in 1889 then rebuiltin
1869-70. All shops and resdences were a0 destroyed a the eesem end of Munroe Street in the
Gregt Lynn Fire of 1889. In 1894 a andler fire dso destroyed dhopsa 59-61 Munroe Street.
Sevead early shoe loftswere a0 replaced by rental blocks & 114-120 Monroe Street (1911), 14-24
Monroe Sfreet (1914) and a Vaudeville Theater & 93 Monroe Street (1908), later remodeed.

(end of Section 7)



Munroe Street Historic District Essex County, MA
Nanne of Property County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance

(Marl< "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property

for National Register listing.) (Enter categories from instructions)

INDUSTRY
X A Property is associated with events that have ARCHITECTURE
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history. COMMERCE

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack

S s Period of Significance
individual distinction.

1869 - 1946
_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.
Criteria Considerations Significant Dates

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)
1889 (Great Lynn Fire)
Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for

religious purposes. - -
9 purp Significant Person

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

B removed from its original location. _ _
Filene, Willam A.

C abirthplace or grave. Cultural Affiliation
D a cemetery. N/A

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

_F acommemorative property. Y Architect/Builder
_ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Ashton. James and Huntress. J.S.: Comnet, George
within the past 50 years. Howe and Manning; James, Thomas: Sanborn &

Weed; Swanson, Knut; Wheeler, Holman

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 X State Historic Preservation Office
CFR 67) has been requested _ Other State agency

_ previously listed in the National Register _ Federal agency

_ previously determined eligible by the National oo _ Local government '
Register _ University

_ designated a National Historic Landmark X Other

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository:
# Lynn Historical Society

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Massachusetts Historical Commission

Record #
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 2.2 acres

UTiM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

X See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Arthur Krim. Survey Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, National Register, Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date July, 1996
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
RAaps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Various
street & number telephone

city or town state zZip code_

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement This Information Is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Munroe Stret Historic District in Lynn, Massachusettsis a commercid areain Downtown Lynn
that contains the mogt significant concentration of 19th and early 20th century buildings associated
with the devdlopment of the shoe craft industry and retail shopping history of the city. For the period
of significance from 1865-1946 the digtrict functioned as the center of the shoe industry and retail
shopping area for Downtown Lynn. The district is of exceptiona integrity for its survival as an urban

dregscape beyond the limits of the Greet Lynn Fire of 1889 with the majority of its mid-19th century
buildings intact.

The nomination includes five original shoe factory buildings of the post-Civil War period, including
the Newhall Factory, the Ingdls Building ad the site of an early Filen€'s retail store with interior |oft
intact. The district dso indudes four multi-storied busnessblocks, the Alley Building, the
Sherry-Goldberg Building, the Tucker Building and the McDuff Block with original facades of Pand
Brick and Classicd Reviva Style that maintain the urban srestscgpe of Downtown Lynn.  Unique
examples exigt in the district such as a surviving Granite Sidewak and the interior stage of the Thestre
Comique, the only known example of itstype now extent in Lynn. The district adjoins the existing
Centra Sguare Historic District (NRDIS 12/10/1985) a the Pevear Building on Munroe Stredt,
forming a continuous stregtscape of urban structures within the historic core of Downtown Lynn.

The nominated district retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, feeling and associaion
with fiilfiUs Criteria A, B and C of the Nationa Regigter of Historic Haces & the local level.

Plantation Period: 1620-1700 P’ -

Lynn was originally settled by the New England Company fi-om Sdem (MA) in 1629 a a Site outside
the district boundary a Essex and Chestnut Strests The areawithin the Munroe Stregt Historic
District was the site of afresh water brook that flowed esst from a swamp a the base of High Rock
(NRDIS 10/11/1979) into Lynn Harbor a the present shordine of the Lynnway following it south
between the present Munroe Streat and the MBTA Commuter Rail viaduct (now apparently  contained
within an underground culvert). No native settlement Stes are reported in the historic records,
dthough the fresh water brook might have been utilized for fishing resources. The eestem boundary
of the district was formed by Market Street, likely laid out as a highway between Lynn Common
(NRDIS 4/10/92) and Broad Strest,, possibly by 1630 or shortly theresfter with a fordway over the
brook & the dte of the MBTA viaduct. No early house lots ae reported within the disfrict boundaries
of Market Sfreet during the period. .

Colonial Period: 1700-1775

The devdlopment of the district was continued as established in the Plantation Period. The freshwater
brook was the primary topographic feasturewith the fordway a Market Sfreet, now the MBTA

(continued)
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Commuter Rail viaduct a Harrison Street. No known house Steswere located within the district
during the Colonial Period.

Federal Period: 1775-1830 [ * e

The present historic character of the district was established during the Federd Period. Construction
of awagon bridge over the fresh water brook on Market Street in 1820 encouraged the location of
shoe legther tanneries on Market Street, possibly sited within the digtrict, and the use of thefresh

- brook as drainage for tanning operations.

Eariy Industrial Period (1830-1870)

Significant devdlopment of the district was prescribed by the location of the Eastem Railroad (now the
MBTA Commuter Rail mainline) during 1836-1838 dong the south sde of the tannery brook forming
the southern boundary of the district dong the present MBTA viaduct. The location of the railroad
prompted the subdivision of Munroe Street between 1838-1841 for house lots and industrial Sites.
While initial resdential development was located near the Market Sfreet intersection, the primary
development was the location of boot and shoe factories dong Munroe Street during the 1840s and
1850sto gain proximity to the tannery brook and railroad. By the Civil War, Munroe Street hed
emerged as the center of the shoeindustry in Downtown Lynn, relocated from an earlier center around
Lynn Common (NRDIS 4/10/1992). No surviving housesremain from the period, dthough severd
remained standing until the late 19th century.

- The significance of the district is marked by the survival of severd shoe factory loft buildings that
followed the economic prosperity of the Lynn shoe industry after the Civil War. Of these, the best
presarved are the Harrison Newhall Shoe Factory, 21-25 Munroe Strest (MAP# 19-627-2; MHCH# 471)
and the Nichols & Ingalls Shoe Factory, 31-35 Munroe Street (MAP# 19-627-3; MHC# 472) both

* built of brick inthe omate Itdianate Style with limestone trim following a fire in 1869. Although
both buildings have been remodded for retail sores on the sreet level, and a fourth story added to the
Nichols & Ingalls Factory, these buildings are the only surviving examples of the early brick shoe
factories with intact facadesof origina style that escgped the Grest Lynn Fire of 1889, Three wooden
shoe factory |oft buildings are d<o located within the district from the same postwar period of t
prosperity. These include the Johnson-Filene Building, 50-52 Munroe Street (MAP# 19-628-17,
MHC# 220), the Grover-Sanbom Shoe Factory, 62-64 Munroe Strest (MAP# 19-628-16; MHC# 221)
and the Edison-Tucker-Brovra Factory, 66 Munroe Strest (MAP# 19-628-16; MHC# 222), all of

y 1869-1871 remodeed with a connecting stucco facade in 1938 that preserves only the basic floor
framing of each building. Of the threg, the Johnson-Flene Building is of the mogt notable
significance with the original fourth floor loft interior intact and as the site of the William Filene's
ONE PRICE CLOTHING STORE during 1878-1880, a pioneering retail establishment that later
formed the Filene's Depatment Store and Bargain Basemantt in Bogton in 1890. The building was
owned by the William Filene Edtate through 1906 and continues to ftmction as a retail clothing

* (continued)
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establishment (Jerry's Clothing of Lynn) within the district. While obscured by the stucco facade,
these three wooden shoe factory buildings are likely the oldest remaining examples of their type within
Lynn and significant for their surviving location from the Greet Fire of 1839.

Late Industrial Period (1870-1915)

The development of Munroe Street as aretail and industrial disfrict was continued following the Panic
of 1873 that curtailed economic prosperity inLynn. Recovery was sgnded by the constmction of
large business blockswithin the digtrict inthe fashionable Pand Brick Style. Severd examples
remain, including the Alley Block, 1-7 Munroe Strest (MAP# 19-627-25; MHC# 469) of 1874-1875
that marks the gateway to the district with athree story facade curving & Market Street; the Sherry
Building, 70-78 Munroe Strest (MAP# 19-628-15; MHC# 474) a five story brick loft of 1879, the
talest building inLynn of its period with a facade remodded in 1911 (how Goldberg's Fumiture)
with an origina Granite Sidewak (MAP# 19-628-15; MHC# 928) ofthe period, ¢.1880; and the
Tucker Building, 34-38 Munroe Streest (MAP# 19-628-18; MHC# 470) of four gories dated 1881 with
its original pressed brick facade and cagt-iron gore front intact as anong the best preserved examples
of the urban budnessblocks in centra Lyrm.

The climax event of the period was the Great Lynn Fire of 1889 that completely destroyed the area
now rebuilt within the Central Squeare Historic District (NRDIS 12/10/1985), but spared the shoe
factory loft buildings within the Munroe Strest Historic District. 1n the post-fire rebuilding, the
Classcd Reviva Style was usaed for multi-storied businessblocks in centra Lynn. Notable examples
within the disfrict include the Hutchinson-Clark Block, 55-59 Munroe Strest (MAP# 19-627-4; MHCH#
473) desgned in 1894-1895 by Hamein K. Wheder architect with afour story classicd arched facade
of buff brick, still intact with original fire sprinklers on the sde lofts; and the MacDuff Building, 2-8
Munroe Strest (MAPH 19-628-22; MHC# 468) d0 of buff brick in Classcd Style designed in 1910
by Ashton & Huntress with bevded comer tumed to 158-162 Market Stret as a paired gateway to the
District with the Alley Block (MAP# 19-627-25; MHCH# 469). Of particular note isthe interior of the
Theatre Comique, 93 Munroe Strest (MAP# 19-627-8; MHC# 22) a proscenium ached dageintact
from 1908, the earliest surviving theatre in Lynn, now endaosed within aremodeing of 1946. Also of
the period isthe Lewandos Cleenars, 14-24 Munroe Street (MAP# 19-628-20; MHC# None) a unique
design of 1914 in English-Spanish Reviva Style, by Home & Manning architects. /I {/

Early Modern Period: 19151946

Devdopment of the district after the First World War maintained the commercid retail activities
established before 1915 through the Great Depression. Examples include the Sagamore Tmst
Company, 465 Washington Strest (MAP# 19-628-23; MHC# None) remodded as a Classicd Revival
bank building in 1926 by Thomas James architect, and the Tolman Building, 92-110 Munroe Strect
(MAP# 19-628-13; MHC# 224) designed in 1933 by Knut Swanson architect in smple Classica Style
with brick facade. Moredistinctive isthe miniature desgn of Ruth's Hat Shop, 19 Munroe Sfregt

(continued)
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(MAP# 19-627-20; MHC# 20) in English-Hemish Revival Style of 1928 by George Comet with

scrolled gable end to the dreet (now Le Petit Cafe). Major renovation of the early wood framed shoe '
factories was undertaken in 1938 with a continuous stucco facade linking 50-52 Munroe Sfreet (MAP#
19-628-17; MHC# 220) with 62-64 Munroe Sret (MAP# 19-628-16; MHC# 221) and 66 Munroe

Street (MAP# 19-628-16; MHC# 222) for Goldberg's Fumiture Store, with period Art Deco-Modeme
Style entry doors still intact. Other retail remodding is seen in examples following the Second World

War, with the Lynn Hardware, 93 Munroe Strest (MAP# 19-627-8; MHCH# 22) a 1946 facade of
dreamlined concrete encadng the Theatre Comique Building (se above), and the B & E Paint Store,
31-35 Munroe Strest (MAP# 19-627-3; MHC# 472) ds0 of 1946 with shop front and lettering intact,
remodeed from the original Nichols & Ingalls Factory.

The Munroe Strest Higtoric District continues to maintain an active retail sregtscapethat presarvesthe
integrity of the original 19th and early 20th century building fabric that defines the unique urban
character of the district within centra Lynn. The remarkable survival of early dhoefactory loftsand
retail goreswithin the downtown core of the city, contributes to the notable significance of the district
in the industrial and commercia history of Lynn.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of prehistoric occupation inLynn are poorly understood, any surviving sites could be
significant. Prehistoric dtes inthis area may contain information which helps to better understand
coadtd transportation routes and the importance of loca inland aress dong these routes. Prehistoric
dtesinthis aeamay dso play an important role in Native subsgence and settlement sysemswhich
focus on larger Stes dong the immediate coadt, possibly a the heed of Lynn Harbor/Nahant Bay or &
the mouth of the Saugus River gpproximately 2 milesto the southwest. Prehigtoric dStesinthisaea
can d0 contribute information on Native American lithic technologies. Syslematic analyss of lithic
asrmblages a dtesinthe area can determine the extent to which local lithic technologies were
dependant on volcanic materids belonging to the Lynn Volcanic Saies common inthe area This
andyds can dso determine the extent to which this dgpendency or lack thereof was condgent or
changed through time. n /

Historic archaeologica remains described above have the potentid to provide detailed information on
the socid, cultural and economic characteridtics that provided the basis for industria growth inthe
digtrict and it's development as the canter of the dhoeindustry inLynn.  Archaeologica survey and
testing inthe vicinity of Market Street may identily dratigraphic evidence of early road building
technology and, whether modifications were mede a the fording point over the tannery brook. Similar
reseerch might aso recover archaeologica examples of 18th and 19th century residences and shoe
shopsin the digtrict for which little evidence currently survives. These homes and busnesseslaid the
foundation for the mid to late 19th century economic prosperity that characterized the district.

(continued)
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Archaeologica featuresmay dso survive for the Eastem Railroad and tannery brook both of which
played an important role in the economic importance of the district. Archaeologicd survivas should
be common in the district for the numerous boot and shoe factories respongble for the district's
primary development inthe mid 19th century and pogt Civil War years. Many of these resources were
destroyed by fire then rebuilt during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Occupationd related
features (trash pits, privies, wells) should dlso provide an important resource type in the district.
Detailed andyds of these features associated with early resdences can provide us with information on
the only resdences in the district specifically designed for that purpose. All nominated buildings in
the district were congmcted for non-residentia purposes.

Occupationd rdated features associated with shoe shops or factories can provide details relating to
manufacturing technologies employed in boot and shoe manufacture and the types and changes in
products produced. Thisandyss can dso provide details reating to the conditions and skill of

workers in the factories, providing a basis of comparison for shopsin the district to other aressin the
town and region.

The fact that many of the district's residentid and industria related resources were destroyed by fire
may enhance the integrity of these resources in an archaeologica context.  Actual fires, rdated
demoalition and site dean up after fires prior to new constmction may have actually buried resources
which survived benegth the ground including earlier archaeologica survivas which pre-date the
bumed buildings. Fires may dso create gratigraphic markers to date fill layers resulting from
numerous periods of constmction and the long history of occupation inthe district locdle. A complex
dratigraphy may exig in the disfrict aleawhich could gresatly assist in sorting out the archaeologica
seguence of resources in the digtrict.

(continued)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description , ) r

The boundaries of the Munroe Street Historic District ae outlined on the attached assessor's map.
The 2.2 acre district is centered aong the north and south Sdes of Munroe Stret between Market
Strest and Washington Street, matching with the existing Cenfral Square Historic District (NRDIS
12/10/1985) a 101-127 Munroe Street (Peaver Building). On the north sdethe boundary follows the
lot blocks, including the rear extenson to 170-176 Oxford Street as an atached buildingto 70-78
Munroe Stredt, as well as the comer lots of 2-8 Munroe Street (152-162 Market Street) and 465

Washington Street. On the south Sde, the boundary follows the lots blocks abutting to the MBTA
Commuter Rail viaduct.

Boundary Justification *

The boundaries of the Munroe Street Historic District are drawn to include the complete 19th century
dreetscape of Munroe Street that survived the Greet Lynn Fire of 1889 with original shoe factories
that preserve the historic core of the shoe industry in Lynn.

(end of Section 10)
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Photographs (Black/White, 8x10 and 3x5)

1. McDuff and Alley Blocks (1910/1875) AW AL
18 Munroe Strest from Market Sfregt
Looking esst

2. Tucker-Filene's and Sherry Blocks (1881/1869/1879)
34-78 Munroe Sfreet

Looking north-eest = > -

3. Tolman-Sherry Blocks (1933/1879)
120-70 Munroe Stregt N et e
L ooking west-north

4. Rear Fileneés-Sherry Blocks (1869/1879) .-
170-176 Oxford Street
L ooking east-south

5.*Filene's Block (1869-stucco 1938) /
48-64 Munroe Stregt
L ooking west-north

6.*B & E Paint Store (1946 dore front)
35-37 Munroe Strest *
Looking South

7.*Filene's Interior (Fourth Floor 1869)
50 Munroe Strest
(Interior looking west)

8.*Theatre Comique (Theetre 1908) N
93-95 Munroe Street ; . *
(Interior looking south)

* 35 prints

(continued)
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Additional Colored Sides

1. McDuff and Alley Blocks

1-8 Munroe Street from Market Stret
Looking eedt

2. Lewandoes- Tucker-Fileneds-Sherry  Blocks
14-74 Munroe Stret, north Sde
Looking esst

3. Ruth's Hat Shop-Newhdll-Ingdls Blocks
19-37 Munroe Strest, south Sde
Looking esst

(end of List of Photographs)
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MAP# MHC# HISTORIC NAME STREET ADDRESS DATE STYLE STATUS RESOURCE

19-627-25 469 Alley Block 1-7 Munroe Stregt 1874-75 PBK B

19-628-22 468 McDuff Block 2-8 Munroe Sfreet 1910 CLA C B

(152-162 Market Sfreet)

19-628-21 Sdvation Army Store 12 Munroe Stregt 1970 NOT NC B

19-628-20 21 Lewandos Cleaners 14-24 Munroe Sfreet 1914 ENG C B

19-627-20 20 Ruth's Hat Shop 19 Munroe Stregt 1928 ENG B

19-627-2 471 Newhall Shoe Fct. 21-25 Munroe Sfreet 1869 ITL B

19-628-18 470 Tucker Building 34-28 Munroe Sfreet " 1881 PBK B

16-627-3 471 Nichols-Ingalls Fct. 35-37 Munroe Sfrest 1869 ITL C B

19-628-17 Jerry's Clothing Store 48 Munroe Stregt* 1949 MOD NC

19-628-17 220 Johnson-Filene Building 50-54 Munroe Street* ¢l 869/1938  [ITLjNOT C

19-627-4 473 Hutchinson-Clark Bk. 55-59 Munroe Street - 1893-%5 REN C

19-628-16 221 Grover-Sanbom Building 62-64 Munroe Street* C1869/ 1938 [ITLINOT C

19-628-16 222 Edison-Tucker-Brown B. 66 Munroe Stregt* Cl871/1938  [ITLjNOT C B

1962815 474  Shery-Golberg's B. 70-78 Munroe Sfreet* 1879/1911  [PBKJCLA C B
928 granite sdewak cl 880 C ST

19628 Goldberg's addn. 170-176 Oxford Street* 1952 NOT NC B

Pege 1of 2



MAP#

19-628-14

19-627-7

19-628-13

19-627-8

19-628-12

19-628-11

19-628-23

MHC# HISTORIC NAME

223

224

[467]

commercia block
MefroMed Building
Tolman Building

Thegtre Comique/
DuPont Paint Store

commercid block

Munroe Strest Park

Sagamore Tmst Co.

NOTE* connecting facedes

buildings
Stes
smctures
objects
Total

Contributing

Borok

MUNROE STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT

LYNN, MASSACHUSETTS
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

STREET ADDRESS
80-90 Munroe Sfreet
85 Munroe Sfrest

92- 110 Munroe Street

93- 95 Munroe Sfregt

114-120 Munroe Strest
124-128 Munroe Strest

465 Washington Sfreet

Nonconfributing

[N e NN

Pege2of 2

DATE

C1908/1946

1911 >

cl985

STYLE
(CLA)
NOT
CLA

[REN]JMOD

(CLA)
NC

CLA

STATUS
C

lip

c "

C

Sl

RESOURCE
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RECEMED 2280
Carol Shull
Kegper
National Regiger of Historic Faces
Department of the Interior NAT REGSTER CF HSTORC PLACS
National Park Service NATIONAL. PARK SERVICE

P.O. Box 37127
Washington, D. C.  20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:

Endosed please find the following nomination form: ! '
Munroe Street Historic Didtrict, Lynn (Essex County), Massachusetts, 01901

The nomination has been voted digible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by

the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending State Review Board

congderation 30-75 days before the medting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.
To date the MHC has recelved one notarized letter of objection.

Sincerely, "t e . e
Betsy Friedberg
National Regiser Director " »

Massachustts Historical Commission

enclosure '

cc. Carl Greenler, Charperson, Lynn Historicd Commisson, 3 City Hall Sg., Lynn, MA
01901
Arthur Krim, 36 Highland Ave., Cambridge, MA 02139
Calvin Young, Dept. of Community Development, 3 City Hall Sg., Lymi, MA 01901

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (6X7) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

WiUiam Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

15 October 1996

Carol Shull
Keeper
National Register of Historic Flaces

Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P. O. Box 37127

Washington, D. C. 20013-7127 Y- LY.

Dear Ms. Shull: : N,
Enclosed please find the following nomination form:. * o« *

Munroe Stregt Historic District, Lynn (Essex County), Massachusetts, 01901
The nomination has been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sae Historic Presarvation Officer. Owners were notified of pending State Review Board
congderation 30-75 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment. To
date the MHC has received one notarized letter of objection.

The nomination is being resubmitted and incorporates the following changes Ethnic Heritage
hes been ddeted as an areaof significance as hes Criteria B.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

endosure

cc. Carl Greenler, Chairperson, Lynn Historical Commission, 3 City Hall Sg., Lynn, MA
01901

ArthurKrim, 36 Highland Ave., Cambridge, MA 02139

Calvin Young, Dept. of Community Deveopment, 3 City Hall Sg., Lynn, MA 01901

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (6X7) 727-8470
Fax: (6X7) 727-5X28 TDD: X-800-392-6090



