
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTCRICAL COMMISSION \ 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

'yrk' 

SketcSi Map: Draw map showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north , ' 

AREA FORM NO. 

264 

Town Quincy, MA / MRA 

Address 47-49 Spear Street 

Historic Name Seth Spear Honestead 

Use: Present tvo-family dvellinq 

Original single family dvelling 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1850 " 

Source Quincy Historical Society Records 

Style Greek Revival 

Architect unknovn 

Exterior wall pabric^oo*^ clapboards 

Outbuildings 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

rear extension (by 1876); porticos (1890s)-

see reverse 
Conditicxi Good 

SEE ATTACHED MAP 

OTM REFERENCE 19/334,900 E/4,679,450 N 

OSGS QOADRANGLE Boston South, MA 

SCALE 1: 25,000 

.1:-. ' 

Moved no Date 

Acreage Less than one acre: 8288 sq. f t . 

Setting This is one of the earliest of 

several houses on Spear Street b u i l t during 

the l a t t e r half of the nineteenth century. 

Recorded by Fannin & Lehner / J. Johnson  

Crganization Quincy Historical Coinmission 

Date 
July 1, 1986 / May 1987 



NATIC»JAL REGISTER C31ITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 
A vell-preserved vernacular example of a Greek Revival residence, the Seth Spjear 

g. Homestead is one of Quincy's fev surviving nineteenth century farmhouses. The 
I house retains integrity of design, location, materials, feeling, and association, 
I and f u l f i l l s Criterion C of the National Register of Historic Places on the 

local level. 

. -'• . • •- •%>•• '• . .;. , ... ARCHHECIURAL SKUIFICANCE Describe iinportant architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the oonnunity. 

'I'' 

SEE INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

y,.. yy; 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCB Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the coninunity. 

SEE INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

•i,. " •' •, . '-y 
" • •+(- : 

BIBUOGRAJBY and/or REFERENCES * - •y 
Atlas of Norfolk County, >fass., 1876. . * rf'-
Robinson's Atlas of Norfolk County, 1888. 
Atlases of the City of Quincy, Mass., 1897, 1907, 1923.v 
H. Hobart Holly, Quincy Historical Society. - • * : j 
H.F. Walling. ">fep of the Town of Quincy," 1857. 

• "Sprague Geneology of Old Braintree Families." Microfilm at Quincy Historical Society 

•" .J "• • •• *• \i' . A ' ' -



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMNISSION ; 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

CatBmjnity: Form No: 

Property Name: ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Indicate each item on inventory form vSiidi is being continued below. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE — 47-49 SPEAR STREET 
SETH SPEAR HOMESTEAD 

The house at 47-49 Spear Stree 
i t was owned by Seth Spear (18 
death i n 1888. The house was 
that date by Thomas Drake, or 
Spear had one of the largest f 
extended from Wibrid Street to 
the area now occupied by Spear 
bought from the estate in 1888 
In 1917, the property was acqu 
to Emily White who s t i l l l i v e d 

t i s known as the Seth Spear Homestead; 
01-1888) from the early 1850s u n t i l his 
b u i l t around 1850, eit h e r j u s t p r i o r to 
ju s t a f t e r that date by Seth Spear, 
arms near Quincy Center. His property 
Coddington Street including a portion of 
Street. The farm and homestead were 
by Spear's daughter Henrietta B. Pratt, 

ired by Alice G. White and l a t e r conveyed 
there i n 1923. 

•ly : .. i,K yi 

•iff' 

^ ' •y. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CO^SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Coranunity: Form No: 
Quincy, MA 

Property Na:ne:^<^^^ hvtWikOid 

Indicate each item on inventory foim viiidi is being continued below. 

St*" 

• * 
' • '.ft 1 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE — 47-49 SPEAR STREET 
SETH SPEAR HOMESTEAD 

One .of the oldes t houses on the s t r e e t , 
amongOuincy's few i n t a c t 19th century farmhouse 
vernacular c e n t r a l h a l l form w i t h a minimum of 
ornamentation. B u i l t on a g r a n i t e foundation, 
r o o f and t w i n rear w a l l chimneys. The fen e s t r a 
c o n s i s t i n g of s i x - o v e r - s i x sash windows. In d i e 
century date are the p r o j e c t i n g gable r e t u r n s , 
entrance, and the simple corner p i l a s t e r s frami 
house. The two-story r e a r extension appears on 
pedimented p o r t i c o s at the main entrance and on 
added i n the 1890s. Remnants of a 19th century 
across the f r o n t edge of the property; g r a n i t e 
erected i n the l a t e 1800s) mark the driveway (c 

47-49 Spear Str e e t i s 
s. The house i s a . -
a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
the house has a gable ^ 
t i o n i s r e g u l a r , 
a t i o n s of i t s mid 
the s i d e l i g h t s at the 
ng the main block of the 
the 1876 a t l a s . The 
the west e l e v a t i o n were 
g r a n i t e w a l l are found 

posts (also probably 
o n t r i b u t i n g ) . 

'.i. y 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 

y.^idf''£ 



NPS Form l O ^ X X 
(S-M) 

MP 102*001$ 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

AUG 71989 

Section number Page 

.,• Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name 
State 

Quincy MRA 
Norfolk County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review , . ,•• , ... Date/Signature 

61. Quincy Savings Bank ^^^'^^i^eglstex Az^epex y^pf^^J'^-'^'^-^'-^^yi^ ^ Ay 

yy Attest 

62. Quincy Water Company Pumging ̂ S^at Hi 

..;„, Hationai Register 

eeper^ 

Attest 

1 

63. Record, Jonathan Dexter, House ^ e e p e x x 2 ^ A A A A A ± ^ 

At tes t 

64. Reed, Timothy, House Substantive Heviaf ^ Keeper 

-y ' . '• i " ' "-' " At tes t 

/ ^ e p e r 

At tes t 

^6. Salem Lutheran Church Sutataxitiv© Eevle 

Ft 

65. Richards, Alfred H., Ifes^ed in the 
Satlonal Begister 

^i9 

l^eeper ^ ^ C ' / ^ ^ , 

^ . | t t e s t 

. , House a a ^ t j d ^ l i t ^ ^ ^ ^ S t V t » ^ 

NF!R y ^ A ' - ' At tes t 

9-Zo-^ 

67. Sheppard, Eben W 

DOE/OW NF-

68. Sidelinger, George E., House 
fintered i n the 

69. South Junior High School 
Snt..r-d Ln the 

-y^'feeeper/^AiiA^-'^i'^^ ^ f A ^ A ' ) 

Hatlonal Beglater Attest 

y'̂ '*lCeeper_̂  

fiatliffi^ HaglstQX Attest_ 

70. Spear, Seth, Homestead 
Sntered I n the 
National Beglater 

f^eepexy-y<A^- ' - ^^^ - -1^A^^- .^ T A ^ / f f 

At tes t 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET . * 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Spear, Seth, Homestead 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Quincy MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, N o r f o l k 

DATE RECEIVED: 8/07/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 8/22/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 9/07/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 9/21/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89001375 

NOMINATOR: STATE r^^-.. y.,, y / y'y*i,"'yy yy -^'y 0!y} 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: ' " ' " '̂ 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: M 

COMMENT WAIVER: N ' ^ " ' * . . 
y ^V-? Entered In the 

t>^CCEPT R̂ETURN REJECT 7 7 ^ ' ^ / ^ 7 DATE Hationai Begister 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA 4 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

h i s t o r i c current 

DESCRIPTION 

arc h i t e c t u r a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
materials 
descriptive t e x t 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and j u s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect ^ 
Statement of Significance ( i n one paragraph) 

summary paragraph A/. .. * ' 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
r e l a t i n g significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of i n t e g r i t y to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning t h i s nomination may be directed t o 

Phone 

Signed ' ' Date ' ' " 
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Address 47-49 Spear Street 

QUINCY, MASSACHUSETTS / MRA 

Assessors Map # 1132 

1979 

Scale: 1 inch equals 80 feet 



• -yi 

Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000289 

'•y'-"''0r^ •'•'!'• 
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