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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cook House is prominently placed on a large more or less open lot on
the corner of Florence Avenue and Monroe Street in an old residential section of
Alexandria. The property has a small reflecting pool in front, and a modern carport
to the side. (The visual impact of the carport is minimal, since it can hardly
be seen from either of the two streets.)

The house itself is a two and one half story brick Queen Anne-Colonial
structure, with four main rooms upstairs and down, and an octagonal corner turret
under a bellcast roof. One of the front rooms merges with a rear alcove to form a
living hall. This Tiving hall contains a broad staircase with a window seat at
the Tanding, and a fireplace and semioctagonal bay. Opposite the living hall is
a living room and a rear dining room which leads to a rear kitchen wing. The
aforementioned turret forms a Targe corner alcove in the 1iving room. The down-
stairs rooms connect by means of wide doorways, which have open transoms filled
with wood, Tacework, and scrollsaw fillagree.

The house is constructed of double wall brick with an airspace between.
The floors rest on long leaf yellow pine joists.

The house has large plate glass sash windows, Colonial Revival details
(including two porches), and a pyramid roof.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Despite the considerable late 19th and early 20th century development in
the city of Alexandria, the Cook house is the city's only fully developed Queen

Anne Revivdl residence.
it has the only spatially effective living hall in the city.

Aside from its fine scrollsaw lacework

in the transoms,
That is to say, in

the Cook house living hall, there is a wide doorway under the staircase which

symmetrically frames the fireplace in the rear alcove.
1iving halls in town, but none has any designed visual
between the staircase and fireplace.
turrets in the city, that of the Cook house is the most impressive.

There are several other
or spatial relationship
In addition, of the several Queen Anne

It is the only

turret which is not obscured by a porch, and its bellcast roof is unmatched any-
where in the city.

Alexandria.

The home's builder was Sherman Cook (1865-1923), a prominent citizen of

In 1901, he purchased the ten-acre site from Iddo W. Ball in return

for a consideration of $1900 (See Rapides Parish Conveyance Records, Book II,

page 404).

Construction of the house was well under way by late 1904, when the

Daily Town Talk (29 November 1904) noted that Cook's contractor, J.D. Bragg,

was in the process of erecting the frame.
even in its builder's lifetime is evident from Cook's obituary,, which calls the
home "one of the prettiest in Alexandria" and notes that it "led the way for the
construction of many similar houses in this section" (See "Sherman Cook Dies
After Short Illness," newspaper clipping in scrapbook of Mrs. Sherman Cook, in
possession of Cook family).

death, was appointed postmaster of Alexandria by President Harding.

That the house was a local landmark

Cook was a native of Ontario, Canada, who came to Alexandria in about 1892
as an engineer to work on the building of the Kansas City, Watkins & Gulf Railway.
About 1898 he went into the real estate business and in 1922, a year before his

According

to his obituary, Cook was active in local affairs, "having always taken a leading
part in all civic movements for the upbuilding of the city and parish."”

Among the organizations he belonged to were the local Chamber of Commerce,

Rotary Club, and Masonic Lodge (See Scraphook of Mrs. Sherman Cook).
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Rapides Parish Conveyance Records.

Scrapbook of Mrs. Sherman Cook, in possession of Cook Family. Copy of relevant
pages are located in National Register nomination file for Cook House,
State Historic Preservation Office, Baton Rouge.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

See attached plat map.
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