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NATi ai AL REGSTER (R TEH I 1A STATEMENT (if applicable)

St. Mary's Catholic Church possesses integrity of 'location, design, setting, meix«dgji. yV2eAv
wor kmanshi p, feeling and ?ssociations. | tissignificant as a well detailed exanple oi-a yQQ (E
Gothic Revival style architecture designed by PW Ford, an architect noted for his cmv pioradl
mssions for theFonan Cat holic Church. The design, which is executed i nbrick, features
pointed arch wnlbws-and doors, buttresses, heavy corbeled cornices and an of fset bell-

tower. The church is also inportant for its associationswith Wnchester's energing

lrish Githol-i€- c—Clii-wm4yL | t meets criteria Aand C of the National Register of Historic

Pl aces. . , ..

ARCH TECTURAL S AN FI CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate i nterns of
other buildings vdthin the oomunity.

St. Mary”s-ea-thoiic Church- i-s | ocated on Vlashington Street i n tfie mdst of Wnchester's-'"
19th century Irish commwnity. ,J**riiinated i n1876 as a wood-frane structure; it spresent
brick claxl appearance results trom an extensive 1897 renodeling by Patrick W Ford, a well
known architect of theCatholic Ciurch. The design of thechurch is |oosely based on the
early 19th century Federal meetinghouse form with the nave facing gable end t ot he church.
The offset tower reflects later 19th century taste. The church isrichly trinmed with cor- ¢
bel ed cornices, decorative buttresses on theside el evations and pointed arch nol di ngs A
over doors and wi ndows. The corbelling and general heaviness of thedesign are derived

from tTie "Fonanesque Revival Style design. The lower portion of thetower displays the

sane features as the nave including buttresses and corbelling; theupper stage belfry was
rebuilt 1 n TOD/. A" smal |l brick Baptistry of cl 900 stands immediately adjacent to the

church on thesout”:; , y i™ir™ Joe.firtSTA

HSTCGaCAL S QN H CANCE Explain the role owners played i nlocal .pr state history and N, Z
building relates t othe devel oprent of the canmmity”,nibLiud [is aJsoxbfll  ".A'vAisAAeoic”6jvo!”
— 1— . ME el I asxj ssn bns Yrtisqoiq b9iio:}tTOvar r»d«39d

Until 187A there was no Roman Cat holic Church i n Wnchester, but i nthat year ™M

wood- frame chapel was built on Washington Street. 1 n 1876 thdt structure was replaced

by the present building of St. Mary's Catholic Church. 1 n 1897 theoriginal frame struc-
ture of 1876 was renovated on theinterior and theexterior was clad inredbrick. Archi-
tect for this extensive reaodeli ngjob was Patrick W Ford.

-.x>n \yy?, M gp
Construction of thechurch reflected therapid gromh of Wnchester's Trish cOTli nu
whi ch was concentrated intheareaduetoitsproximty tothetown's industries and
therailroad. By 1865 approximately 12%of thetown's popul ati on gave Ireland as t
pl ace of birth, a percentage that remained fairly constant through-the early 20t
The census, of 1915 |isted 936resident*-of Irish birth, afigure far ab®ve®any <)th
m grant group (Nova ScQia-262, Italy-159, Sweden-147). . AN Attt A
TPio-po v - n sossia® \ o\ , YYS XX ASAL e« XX -\

A small brick building was constructed adjacent ot t hechurch ¢l 9Q0 t o house a church liBrarjfia
It has since been used as a Baptistry and meeting- hali""-
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