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Town WINCHESTER 
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Address Ig'^ Washington Street 

Historic Name St. Marv's Catholic Church 
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Photo (3-X3- or 3-X5-, black and 
use: Present church 

property CMI back of photo. 
vrtiite) Indicate address of 

Staple to left side of form. Origxnal church 

9ri.'« 1''Circj Y l9^o>jl T̂Lf ̂  .1 3ri t I t i Tgrs^h DESCRIPTION 

. c Iota rioTB hoj T J btio '-".ncl'sval^ 9lJi.3 9 
Date 1876/1897 — 

0T9.' 
source Chapman's Historv 

Style Gothic Revival 
— ~-

Architect Patrick W. Ford 
Sketcii Map: Î aw nap shewing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or>3̂ ai<3 •• Exterior Wall Pabric brirk 
geographical features. Indicate all building^ A ^ P ^ ^ ^ 
between inventoried property and nearest OutbuUdings small brick Baptistry-cl900-C 
intersection (s). 
indicate north 
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Major Al te ra t ions {with dates) refflodele<3 
JiTX 9r , J itO D9 J SVOlI*^"! aSW Oxo 1 10 9 

1897 by P.W. Ford ; r>9 : 

^ ~ Condition 
C7 

good ro . 

Date Moved 

Acreage z O ^ S U I s ^ i f / V 7 / ^ / DM-OI'^I 

MOUNT VERNON STREET 

Setting located on busy thoroughfare of 

mixed use. . 

y n>r~zr OTM 'BirEs£cE^79.3X77-CAnb. "Xj 0 ^ 7 ' ? p ^ Recorded by Henrv Simonds. Carol Ely 

OSGS QOAÎ ANGLE / cAXAAX(TTOA\X . XtSS > Organization Winchester Historical Comm. 
rT 

A r).S^ O o n ^ I'^te 12/78; 10/87 revised by C. Jenkins SCALE 



NATiaiAL REGISTER CRITEIIIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

St. Mary's Catholic Church possesses integrity of 'location, design, setting, materi»i«igrji.'̂ ŷ 2̂aAM 
workmanship, feeling and ?ssociations. I t is significant as a well detailed example oi-ajyQQ QB 
Gothic Revival style architecture designed by P.W. Ford, an architect noted for his COBM- pioraOfl 
missions for the Roman Catholic Church. The design, which is executed in brick, features 
pointed arch winUow-s-and doors, buttresses, heavy corbeled cornices and an offset b e l l -
tower. The church is also important for i t s associations with Winchester's emerging 
Irish Gathol-i€- c-OBHn«ni4:y-. I t meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Historic 
Places. , , ^ , . • ' 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate i n terms of 
other buildings vdthin the oommunity. . ^ 

St. Mary^s-ea-thoiic Church- i-s located on VJashington Street in tfie midst of Winchester's-'^ 
19th century I r i s h community. ,J^^^riiinated in 1876 as a wood-frame structure; i t s present 
brick claxl appearance results trom an extensive 1897 remodeling by Patrick W. Ford, a well 
known architect of the Catholic C^iurch. Th,e design of the church is loosely based on the 
early 19th century Federal meetinghouse form, with the nave facing gable end to the church. 
The offset tower reflects later I9th century taste. The church i s richly trimmed with cor- •;. • 
beled cornices, decorative buttresses on the side elevations and pointed arch moldings A 
over doors and windows. The corbelling and general heaviness of the design are derived 
from tTie'"Romanesque Revival Style design. The lower portion of the tower displays the 
same features as the nave including buttresses and corbelling; the upper stage belfry was 
rebuilt in T9D7. A'smallbrick Baptistry of cl900 stands immediately adjacent to the 

church on the sout^:; , y î -̂ ir.̂  Joe.firtSTA .. ' ' ̂  ~ 

HISTOSaCAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played i n local .pr state history and j;^ , ZT 
building relates to the developrent of the canmmity^,nibLiud l i s aJsoxbfll '.^'v^:isAAeoic^6jvo!^ 

— 1— • ^^ti.ci.j::.u_'ix} iasxjssn bns Yrtisqoiq b9iio:}tT9var r»d«39d 

Until 187A, there was no Roman Catholic Church in Winchester, but i n that year ̂ ^ 
wood-frame chapel was built on Washington Street. In 1876 thdt structure was replaced 

• by the present building of St. Mary's Catholic Church. In 1897 the original frame struc­
ture of 1876 was renovated on the interior and the exterior was clad in red brick. Archi-
tect for this extensive reaodeling job was Patrick W.. Ford. 

^ -..x>n \yy^, ^ :gp \ 
Construction of the church reflected the rapid growth of Winchester's Trish cOTimunitys]_>/ 
which was concentrated in the area due to its proximity to the town's industries and to 
the railroad. By 1865, approximately 12% of the town's population gave Ireland as their 
place of birth, a percentage that remained fairly constant through-the early 20th century. 
The census, of 1915 listed 936 resident*-of Irish birth, a figure far ab^ve^any <)the^ '\ 
migrant group (Nova ScQtia-262, Italy-159, Sweden-147). . ^\ \<^'' '-^X'' y\ \ 

TPio-po v -rr.^n sossia^ \ \ , yy.'.Xx ^>A\ • XX - ' \ 
A small brick building was constructed adjacent ot the church cl9O0 to house a church liB'rarjfia 
I t has since been used as a Baptistry and meeting- h a l i ^ ^ -

ri\\ L-.»J 
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