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The Quaker Meeting House i slocated within theMaple Street Cemetery i nt hewestern part of
the town of Adans. According totown records, it was constructed sometime between 1781
and 1784. The sinple two-story clapboard building nmeasures 36"2 feet by 285 feet and has

a ridge roof and brick chimmey on t hewest end. The facade (south) facing Maple Street
has double doors for separate entry by nen and wonen. n either side of thedoors are
single windows with twelve-over-twelvelights and wooden shutters. Directly above these

wi ndows ar e correspondi ngw ndows on t he second floor, these having nine |ights.

The frame of t heMeeting House i smostly oak and original, but theexterior clapboards
have been replaced over t hecenturies. Photographs taken c. 1900, c. 1955, and c. 1970
indicate that replacenment has been an ongoing process. Judging fromthetype of clap-
boards (butt-joined) and nails used, i ti slikely that sone portions date fromthemd to
late 19th century, while theremainder areof mxed recent dates.

The roof i sslate and appears t odate fromthelate 19th century or early 20th century.
The original roof was probably covered with wood shingles.

The foundation of theMeeting House was of field stone and existing evidence indicates
that it was shallow, as there i sno basenment or excavated area beneath t he structure.
Sone time i nthe 1930's, however, theremnins of thestone foundation were renoved and a
concrete foundation poured around the structure.

The interior of thebuilding has been essentially untouched, and t heinterior wooden sur-
faces show no major deterioration after 200 years.

The plan of theMeeting House i sdivided for separation of men and wonen. On the first
floor thedivision consists of eight feet of fixed partition' with a door near themin
entrances and el sewhere of novabl e panel ed sections, one hinged at topand four sliding
up. The dividing wall on thesecond floor consists of one-inch wide pine boards fixed
in position. The first floor i snine feet high and t hesecond floor i seight feet. The
total area on both floors for nen i st ensquare feet nore than for wonmen. Seating con-
sists of rows of benches. There i sone fireplace on each floor, |ocated on t he west
(wonen's) side. There i sno evidence of theuse of paint on thebuilding.
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The Quaker Meeting House i n Adans i ssignificant as one of t hefewremining exanpl es of
ei ghteenth century Friends meeting house architecture and i sinportant for its associa-
tions with theearly settlement and history of Adans.

The town of Adans (originally East Hoosuc) was settled soon after 1769 by a group of
Quakers, nost of whomwere from Smithfield, Rhode Island and nearby Dartmouth, Massachu-
setts. The Friends soon owned nearly all thefarns i nthevalley. They worshipped for
atimeintheir hones, usually i nthat of Isaac Killey, and i ntheearly 1780's bhuilt t he
present meeting house. The adjacent cemetery was used by theFriends for aconsiderable
period before t heMeeting House was built, and not until 1797 was theland formally
deeded by |saac Killey, John and Patience Lapham John Russel| and Janes Lapham t o John
Lapham and John Wells who held i tfor abrief period before turning it over tothe So-
ciety of Friends.

The Quaker Meeting House was constructed so that nmen and wonen coul d hold separate neet-
ings. There were two outer doors for separate entrances and novable partitions all owed
for privacy during theseparate meetings. | nthereligious service thepartitions were
raised. Vonen sat on theleft (west) side where they receivedthebenefit of thefire-
place. n theelevated seats were seated visiting preachers and | eaders, including
Hannah Hoxie, a talented preacher who occupied thehigh seat on t hewonen's side for
many years. Since there were no evening meetings, there was no provision for lighting
the building. 1 Sundays, when there were two services, those coming fromadistance
brought their lunch and stayed t oboth seirvices.

The highway past t heMeeting House was originally an Indian trail, known as t he Pontoosuck
Path, which connected with theMhawk Trail i nthenorth part of thevalley. | ti snow
appropriately called Friend Street. Qe of theearly settlers onthis road was David An-
thony, whose fam |y occupied a prom nent place i nthetow and whose great-grandaughter
Susan B. Anthony becane a national and world-wide figure. A fanous suffragist, Susan B
Anthony no doubt devel oped her concern for tenperance and freedom for wonen fromher
Quaker heritage.

The Friends worshipped i nt he Adans Quaker Meeting House until they nmoved t owestern New
York. The Meeting House i snow under thecare of theAdans Society of Friends Descendants
and serves as their annual meeting place. | ti sowted by thetow which also cares for
the burial ground i nfront of theMeeting House where t hepioneer Friends rest i ntheir
unmar ked graves.

The architectural significance of t he Quaker Meeting House lies i nits virtually unal-
tered and wel | -preservedinterior which continuestoillustrate a people and way of [|ife
important i nthehistory of Adans.
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PAUL GUZzzI

May 19, 1976

M. Charles Herrington, Chief
Regi stration

National Register

National Park Service

L5 Departnent of the Interior
Washington, D C 20240

Dear Charles:
Encl osed please find nomnation forms for thefollowing properties:

Adans, Quaker Meeting House

Lancaster, Lancaster Industrial School for Girls
Lynnfield, Meeting House Gonmon District

West on, Reverend Sanuel Wodward House

Pwh =

The Quaker Meeting House i nAdans was determned eligible by the Secretary
of thelnterior onFebruary 5, 1976. Therefore, t hephotographs and ot her
material used i nmaking that determnation are already i nyour officeand
should be incorporated with theenclosed material which has therequired
UBES nap and signature of theState Historic Preservation Officer.

The other properties were reviewed by t he Massachusetts Historical Conmission
(State Review Board) and have been signed by t he State Historic Preservation
Officer, Elizabeth R Amadon.

Patricia L. Wesl owski
Survey Director

A Wnw
Encl osures



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REJ STER

STATE  MASSACHUESETTS

Date Entered AG17 196

None Location

Quaker Meet | ngbous*
Berkshire Gounty

A'so Notified
Hbn. M Kennedy State Historic Preaerratloa O ficer
gon Evard 0 ook Ms* B isabeth R Auadon
Bon. sutio 0. Gonte bneutive Director
Regional Director, North Mii sachusetts Historical Cooaissloa
Atlantic Region 294 \dshi ngton Street

Bost on, Kassaehosetts 02108
AR Mwtt/row 8/ 19/ 76

INT: 2950-75



ed. oKeS.0N,

------ >IWI 0|M .
TRfOTlPT %\ M 1” 1ot H " IH-
KCRTl ADUS o .
D. 1320U S BEUEN 1 (VA U SN
New
H 296 «u |
Necwsclipi

Meef'lhg he

ADAMS — Queke Meding House "
a Magde SretnJemeeay in_ Adams
will be liged ; the Nationd Regser
d Higoric Placss .

Tha announamet came taday
fran Paul Guz. srdary d the
ammawedth, an ndification by
Gary Evehardt, diretor o the
National Park Service

Aocgtance d the 18h osntury
Friends Meding Hause for liging an
the regser means the toan is dlgble
to recave federd funds through the

d Interior for meintenance d
thestructure, ssid Michad R Shay, a
memba d bah the bicatennia
commission and' the higtorical
, commisgaon.

The application for National

e?sta statuswes filed ayear ad a

Fmd dgs an the path to the
.desgnetion begen in My after Mass

Higoricd Cormisson recavaed a.

recommendetion for register datus
from David Hat, director o the
Sodedy for the Presavaion o Ni w

Mr. Hat hed toured the mea]r?
house witll bicentennia
mﬁssioresin 105 His
to tlie liicentainia commisson
sad "All efl(iris Shoud be mece to
swetheQHer Meding House™"
Fedard Krats fur repair wak an
the buiklini,' luive been ddayed by a
request lor daification o gat
expendtues for legt year. Rdesse d
is expeted after thal
hudels eared in Uodon
Mr. Gu/z's letter anoundng the
Natlond Rei.ider desgndion sad,
"The niedtini; houseis sgnlllcent as
aed the fav leniaining
1Bh catuy FHieds Meding Ilatf:
achitecture ad is important for its
asnddion with the early settlement
ad higory d the Toan o Adans

makes'reat-'"m'

"The architecturd d.ijniticance o
the Queker Meding Hee liesin its
virtually —unaltered and wve*
presaved inerioi which coiUinres to
Illustrate a peofle ad awey u life
imoortant in Ihe higory « A'lams,

"Theframe d tle ljuil. |n) s iiMigly
ok ad origind, bu the evteno-
d have bemn n regplaced over
the centuries The rod IS date ad

20?? obtefromri]he Iaonldﬂlog
eny oatury — th- onvind n
wes probadly ocovaered with wod
shingles The foundetion vies O lidd
dore ad evidae indicates thet il
wes ddlow. Tre interior o the
Mestini; Joiise hes ban essatidly
imtouched, and the interior woodn
wufacesdow mmaor OderioratioiL
after 20 years"
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