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1. Name

historic Thomas Scott House

and-or common same

2. Location

street & number LA Hwy 5, @ 4 miles east of Gloster N/A not for publication
city, town | Gloster _X vicinity of
ish

state LA . code 22 ngm& DeSoto code 031
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district —__ public —__ occupied —_ agriculture — __ museum
_X_ building(s) _X_: private X__ unoccupied —__ commercial ____park
___ structure ___ both _X_ work in progress ___ educational ____ private residence
____ site Public Acquisition cessible ——— entertainment — religious
— - object NAA in process £ yes: restricted — government — scientific

NAA being considered —_. yes: unrestricted —industrial - transportation

__'no ___ military X_ other: Vacant

4. Owner of Property

name Dr. and Mrs, Alfred W. Hathorn, Jr,

street & number 8638 West Wilderness Way

city, town Shreveport N/A vicinity of state LA 71106
5. Location of Legal Description

DeSoto Parish Courthouse

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.

street & number  Corner of Adams and Texas Streets P. 0. Box 1206

city, town Mansfield state LA 71052
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title LA Historic Sites Survey has this property been determined eligible? ___ yes X _ no

date 1986 —— tederal __)_( state ___ county ____ local

depository for survey records | A State Historic Preservation Qffice

city, town Baton Rouge state LA




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

___ excellent _X_ deteriorated ____ unaitered _ X original site

—__good —__ruins X__ altered —__moved date N/A
— fair . unexposed

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance

The Thomas Scott House (1858) is a two story, frame, Greek Revival plantation
house located in rolling farm country four miles from the village of Gloster. Despite
some changes and deterioration, the house retains its National Register eligibility.

The Scott House features a central hall plan, two rooms deep, with an unusually
placed staircase. The staircase is set in a narrow closet which is entered through
a side door at the rear of the hall. Chimneys are set against the exterior walis.

The house has a squarish form with a pitched roof and a formal five bay facade.
The principal exterior feature is a two story pedimented entrance portico with
Doric posts, pilasters, and large dentils. The portico was made extra narrow to conform
to the width of the central hall. Because each story of the protico is more or less
correctly proportioned, the overall effect of the narrowness is not unpleasing. The
windows are six over six sash type with louvered shutters. ~Although the upper windows
abut the entablature, here again the effect is not unpleasing. Traits such as the
windows and portico mark the Scott House as a distinctly rural example of the Greek
Revival style.

The interiors are sheathed in tongue and groove boards throughout. - Most of
the downstairs doorways feature fluted surrounds with plain cornerblocks. The
upstairs doorways are plainer with superimposed planks designed to produce a
fluted effect. The principal rooms of the house feature chair rails which form
window sills. A1l of the original wood mantels remain. The more elaborate ones
feature shoulder moldings, while the less elaborate ones feature plain molded
surrounds. One of the upstairs mantels retains its original false marble treatment
consisting of a black gold chain marbled architrave with white marbling surrounding
the firebox.

Changes

1. In about 1900 a new doorway was installed downstairs leading from the hall into
one of the front rooms.

2. According to the official family story, there was once a rear portico to match
the one in front. Apparently it was removed in the 1920's, the wall was patched
over with clapboards, and a new upstairs window was installed, Although archi-
tectural evidence seems to bear this out, no photograph exists to document the
actual appearance of this one-time portico,

3. More recently, three of the four original chimneys have been lost, as have some
of the window sashes.

4. The columns on the first story of the front portico have been replaced, as has
the first story entablature fascia,

5. The balustrade at the top of the staircase has been broken off, although most of
the pieces remain and could be reassembled,

6. The second story balustrade on the portico has been lost,

7. Most of the shutters have been lost.
CONTINUED
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7. Description c{?contq f)

Assessment of Integrity

Despite these changes and losses, the Scott House still retains its identity
as a Greek Revival structure, as one can see from the front elevation. In addition,
the house's significant features remain more or less intact (see Item 8). Although
some of the entrance portico has been lost, enough of it remains to make the strong
stylistic statement of a two story pedimented portico. Finally, although the loss
of the rear portico is regrettable, it only affected the secondary elevation.

As can be seen in Photo #1, there is a trailer within the nominated area.
It is being used by the owners while rehabilitation work is taking place and will
be removed when the work is completed. It is identified on the sketch map, and
is listed as a non-contributing element.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

___prehistoric ___. archeology-prehistoric ._._ community planning .___ landscape architecture ____ religion

____1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ___ conservation __.law . science

____1500-1599 ____ agriculture -._. economics __._ literature - sculpture

__1600-1699 __X. architecture ____ education —___ military ____ social/

——_1700-1799 ____ art ... engineering ——_ music humanitarian

_X 1800-1899 .. commerce .. exploration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater

— 1900~ _. communications industry —_ politics/government __ transportation
._._ invention . other (specify)

Specific dates 13858 ' Builder/Architect Builder: Thomas Scott

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Criterion C

The Scott House is locally significant in the area of architecture as a
relatively rare and superior example of a Greek Revival residence within the
context of northwestern Louisiana, This includes the parishes of DeSoto, Caddo,
Bossier, Red River, Bienyille, Webhster, and Claiborne.

Northwestern Louisiana was settled in the antebellum period by people from
the southeastern states who brought with them various provincial forms of the
Greek Revival, Unfortunately most of the architectural legacy this would have
left has been lost over the years, Just how much has been Tost is difficult to
ascertain. The area has not been completely surveyed, including DeSoto Parish
itself, where the Scott House is Tocated, But one can get some idea of the
extent of this architectural loss by examining nearby Bossier Parish., The 1860
census reveals that on the eve of the Civil War there were forty-four large
slaveholdings (i,e., fifty or more slaves) in the parish, All involved
individuals who lived in the parish, In addition, there must have been numerous
good size holdings of less than fifty, Given this wealth, it is clear that
there must have been numerous Greek Revival plantation houses in Bossier Parish
on the eve of the Civil War (surely fifty at least), However, as far as the
State Historic Preservation Office can determine, only five remain, one of
which has suffered considerable loss of integrity, Despite incomplete survey
data, the staff is familiar enough with the rest of northwest Louisiana to
conclude that the Bossier Parish situation is fairly typical.

In addition to being one of a very limited number of Greek Revival houses
surviving in northwest Louisiana, the Scott House is also a distinctly superior
example, It is a full two stories, which places it in a minority of examples.
More importantly, as far as the State Historic Preservation Office can determine,
the Scott House 1is one of only four two story examples to feature a pedimented
portico, The other examples just have continuous one or two story galleries
without porticos or pediments,



9. Major Bibliographical References

The Nelsons and Scotts of DeSoto Parish, Louisiana and Related Families, Compiled and
edited by Ouida Watters Nelson and Edward Kenneth NeTson, Printed by Professional
Business Services, Shreveport, Louisiana, 1969,

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property @ 1 acre
Quadrangle name Gloster, LA Guadrangle scale 1:24000
UTM References
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Verbal boundary description and justification Please refer to enclosed sketch map._  The house is
located on a large plantation; there are no historic dependencies. To have nominated all the land

under single ownership would have meant Tisting hundreds of acres. So boundaries were chosen to
encompass one acre centering on the house.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By

National Register Staff ASSISTED BY OWNER
nameftitle Division of Historic Preservation
organization  State of Louisiana date  August 1986
street & number P, 0. Box 44247 telephone (504) 922~0358
city or town Baton Rouge state LA 70804

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

___ national ____state _X tocal

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature M ,d@ %_/

Robert B. DeBlieux
titte State Historic Preservation Officer date September 30, 1986

For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included in the Naii_opal Register
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