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chamber 
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west chamber 

36:23 o r i g i n a l r o o f enclosed i n a t t i c . 
Common r a f t e r bird-mouthed over 
p l a t e . 
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Town B e d f o r d 

Address 50 Old" B i l l e r i c a Road 

His tor ic Name C h r i s t o p h e r Page House 

Use: Present Residence 

Or ig ina l Residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1730 

Source Deeds, v i s u a l a n a l y s i s 

Style L a t e 1st P e r i o d / Federal es ter ioi 

Archi tec t Unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboards 

Outbuildings bam - late 19th to early 20r.}: 

century 

Major Alterations (with dates) Lean-to 
added, 1 8 t h c ; po rch adde"3 and ~ 
dormer r a i s e d , ca . 1910 

Condition Good 

Moved No Date N/A 

Acreage 5.85 acres 

Setting Amid open f i e l d s and stone 

w a l l s , p r e s e r v i n g the immediate 

area o f the house -- a r u r a l s e t -

t i n g i n an o t h e r w i s e suburban s t r e 

Recorded by Anne Grady 

1:25,000 

Organization Bos ton U n i v e r s i t y 

Date Msy 1986 
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36:19 boxed southwest 
chamber 

corner post, west 

FORM NO. 
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Town __ B_e_d_f_o_r_d_· ___ {)_/_7..._ ____ _ 
Address 50 oil: Billerica Road -----------------

36:21 rear, west chimney post, closed off Historic Name Christopher Page House 
west chamber 

36:23 original roof enclosed in attic. 
Common rafter bird-mouthed over 
plate. 

36:24 junction of principal rafter and 
principal purlins, attic 

70:8 south and east facades 

Sketch Map:\ 

UTM REFERENCE 

~1 

J 

19 / 314-370 / 4707-190 ---------------
US GS QUADRANGLE Concord (now Maynard) --------------
SCALE . 1:25,000 -------------------

Use: Present Residence -~..;_...;_...;_.;__ _______ _ 
Original Residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca • 1 7 3 o -------------------
Source De e d s , v i s u a 1 an a 1 y s i s 

Style Late 1st Period/ Federal exterior 

Architect Unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboards -----------
Outbuildings barn - late 19th to early 20tl: 

century 

Major Alterations (with dates) Le an - to 
added, 18th c,; porch added and 
do rm er raised , ca . 1 9 l 0 

Condition Good ----------------

Moved No Date N/A ------ --------
Acreage 5. 85 -----------------acres 

Setting Amid open fields and stone 

walls, preservin g the immediate 

area of the house a rural set-

ting in an otherwise suburban stre 

Recorded by Anne Gra dy 

Organization __ B_o_s_t_o_n_u_·_n_i_v_e_r_s_i_t_1_1 
___ _ 

Date May 1986 ------------------



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 
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Ccnnunity: 
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Form No: 

96 

^ Christopher 
Property Name:Page ^^^^^ 

Indicate each item on inventory fom whidi is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The ChristojAier Page house retains integrity of location, design, materials and 
workmanship in i t s late First Period frame. The house embodies distinctive 
characteristics of First Period design and construction, and therefore f u l f i l l s 
Critericai C. 

The central chimney, two cell plan and quirk-beaded frame are typical of a larger 
number of late First Period houses, while the retardataire use of a principal/coranon 
rafter roof c, 1730 represents the rare survival of an earlier form. (The 
principal/common rafter roof found in some of the earliest houses surveyed, including 
the Deane Winthrop house in Winthrop,) was ,in general, according to Cunmings, 
Sfradually sufplanted by the principal rafter/comnon purlin roof.) [2] 

The combination of quirk-beaded beams with unchamfered posts is an interesting 
«5)ressian of transitional framing practices, and may indicate that the posts received 
S^^^]S^?hS S ^ J & X display as part of the original construction. The 
touse voild then gam addea significance as manifesting simultaneously First and 
Second Period treatment of framing timbers. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

S r a S S ^ ^ ^ I e ^ L " ^ ' ^^3^' and one room deep with an added rear lean-to. A small 18th-century shed is attached to the center rear of 
s5e T ; , t f 1^ mid-19th-century shed, now used as a garage, abuts t S ^ r S r S ^ f 

^ ^ columned and balustraded Colonial Revival porch on 
added m the early 20th century completed the growth of the hoST ^ J S r S 

vernacular exterior trim includes simple window surrounds and comer boSds W i S ^ 
are regularly spaced and vertically aligned. TV̂  chimneys p i e r c r t L ^ s l o ^ ^ r 

STh^^^^^T^i^^-^?^^™ — —ding 
suburb such as BedfoiS^^. i ^ ^ i J ^ i ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ setting to an unusual degree for a 

cn as Bedford. An 18th century bam on the property burned i n torch 1986. 
MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

ssn; s*""' ^^^ '̂Z ̂ ĴST̂ ikĉ 'j'' ^ 
•^uiit at the rear of the front rooms ^ T Z Z ^ ^ ^ fireplaces were 
retained its First Period nSr S^'^Ji^^i^*^^' Christopher Page h^e 
-presentir^ a very late ^ ^ r ^ ^ J ^ ' ^ ^ J ^ ^ \ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ thS^ "^"^ 

survival of First Period planning concepts in a 
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Property Name: Page House 
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Indicate each item on inventory fonn which is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

· · ·ty f location design materials and nie Christopher Page house retains integri O •~· d1 
• tincti·ve 

· p "od frame 'nle house emuuu.ies is workmanship in its late Firs~ eri . · t t· and therefore fulfills characteristics of First Period design and cons rue ion, 
Criterion C. 

• and irk-beaded frame are typical of a larger 
nie ~tral chi~, two :l~an whiie the retardataire use of a principal/cormoon 
number of late First Peri es, ·val of an earlier form. ('nle 
rafter roof c. 1730 represents the riare survif the earliest houses SUIVeyed, including 

· i 1/conwoon rafter roof found n sane o . 
~~n~ Winthrop house in Winthrop, } was , in general, ~ccording to CUnunings, 
gradually supplanted by the principal rafter/c011100n purlin roof.} [2] 

• · · th hamfered posts is an interesting . 
The can}?ina~1°¥r~ffl~~r~~a~tices~ arx\ may indicate that the ??5tS received m~1t~beaded boxes thev nCM ~splay as part of the original construc~ion. The 
house would then gain added significarice as manifesting simultaneously First and 
Second Period treatment of framing timbers. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPl'ION 

nie Christopher Page house is 5 bays wide, 2 1/2 stories high, and one room deep with 
an added rear lean-to. A sma.11 18th-century shed is attached to the center rear of 
the house, and a iµid-19th-century shed, nCM used as a garage, abuts the rear right 
side. A full lean-to dormer, and a columned arrl balustraded Colonial Revival porch on 
the facade added in the early 20th century completed the grCMt:h of the house. Federal 
vernacular exterior trim includes simple wind.cw surrounds and corner boards. Windows 
are regularly spaced and vertically aligned. 'IWJ chimneys pierce the rear slope of the roof. 

Even though the original acreage has been greatly reduced, the six acres surrounding 
the house preserve a meadcw, ~land, arrl field settiDJ to an unusual degree for a 
suburb such as Bedford. An 18th century barn on the property burned in March 1986. 
MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

Evidence of First Period construction is visible in all the front rooms except the 
~t chamber. Beams in these areas are quirk-beaded, while posts are unchamfered and 
1n sane cases boxed. Sumner beams are lon;;,itudinal. Joist spacing is 21 inches on 
~n~ers. While all t~ cei~ings ~ nCM plastered, information from a previous owner 
indicates that the ceiling in the right-hand chamber was originally exi;x:>sed and white washed . [1] 

The ~e exhibits an unusually wide nine foot chimney bay. A massive 13-foot-wide 
dry-~aid stone chimney foundation in the cellar, however, is all that remains of the 
or~ginal central chimney. That chimney was removed c. 1800 when fireplaces were 
built at~~ I:ar of the front rooms. Significaritly, the Christopher Page house 
retained ~ts F1rst Period floor plan despite the Federal remodeling, thus 
representing a very late conservative SW:Vival of First Period planning concepts in a 

-1-
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM̂ SSION 
Office.of the Secretary, Boston 

Conmunity: Form No: 

BEDFORD 96 

Property Name: 
Chris 
Page 

tophe 
House 

Indicate each item on inventory fom viiidi is being continued below. 

building only superficially altered to conform to later standards. 

The a t t i c , though finished, displays a principal/canmon rafter with principal-purlin 
roof. At the rear, where the dormer was raised, the original roof i s preserved. 
Common rafters are bird-mouthed over the plate and pegged in place. Principal 
rafters a^jear to be lap-jointed at the ridge. 

In the cellar are several reused framing members. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

Later Federal-period features include mantelpieces, wide-board dados, and a staircase 
trimmed with a slim molded hand r a i l and balusters vAiich are square i n profile. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

Christopher Page (1710-1786) received the land on which this house s i t s i n 1737 from 
his father, Nathaniel Page, yihose hcsnestead survives nearby on Page Road (NR). [3] 
Nathaniel's father, also Nathaniel, anigrated, supposedly from Plymouth, England and 
settled i n Bedford c. 1685. Nathaniel's (2) brother ChristoE^ier (b. 1690) was a 
joiner who resided i n Bedford u n t i l 1735 when he moved to Hardwick, Mass. [4] 
Whether ChristoEdier Ps^e the joiner b u i l t this house and, i f he did, whether he 
leamed the roof framing technique from his father's recent English experience is 
unknown. I f houses .txiil t by Christopher Page i n Hardwick after 1735 are found to 
have a similar roof framing syst«n, i t would add significant information to our 
understanding of the regional distribution of early-18th-century construction 
methods. 

REFERÊ rcES 

1. John Riley, Notes on the Christopher Page house. 

2. Cummings, Framed Houses of Mass. Bav 1625 - 1725: 116 

3. Book 38, page 425. Middlesex County Registry of Deeds. 

^ ^ ^ o ^ ; i s s l h 43?-4S.°^ Hardwick, hfassachusetts (Boston: Houghton, M i f f l i n 
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building only su:perficially altered to confonn to later starrlards. 

The attic, though finished, displays a principal/common rafter with principal-purlin 
roof . At the rear, where the dormer was raised, the original roof is preserved. 
Common rafters are bird-ioouthed over the plate and pegged in place. Principal 
rafters appear to be lap-jointed at the ridge. 

In the cellar are several reused framing members. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

Later Federal-:period features include mantelpieces, wide-board dados, and a staircase 
trimmed with a slim molded hand rail and balusters which are square in profile. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

Christopher Page (1710-1786) received the land on which this house sits in 1737 fran 
his father, Nathaniel Page, whose homestead survives nearby on Page Road (NR). [3] 
Nathaniel's father, also Nathaniel, emigrated, supposedly frcm Plymouth, England and 
settled in Bedford c. 1685. Nathaniel's (2) brother Christopher (b. 1690) was a 
joiner who resided in Bedford until 1735 when he IOOVed to Hardwick, Mass. [4] 

· Whether Christopher Page the joiner built this house and, if he did, whether he 
learned the roof framing technique fran his father's recent English experience is 
unknown. If houses _built by Christopher Page in Hardwick after 1735 are found to 
have a similar roof framing system, it would add significant information to our 
understanding of the regional distribution of early-18th-century construction 
methods. 

REFERENCES 

1. John Riley, Notes on the Christopher Page house. 

2. Cummings, Framed Houses of Mass. Bay 1625 - 1725: 116 

3. Book 38, page 425. Middlesex County Registry of Deeds. 

4. Lucius R. Paige, Histo:ry of Hardwick, Massachusetts (Boston: Houghton, Mifflin 
and Co., 1883): 432-436. 

-2-
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

Page, Christopher, House 

First Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 1/07/13 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: DATE OF 45TH DAY: 2/23/13 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 90000163 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

N 
N 
N 

DATA PROBLEM: N 
PDIL: N 
SAMPLE: N 

N 

LANDSCAPE: N 
PERIOD: N 
SLR DRAFT: N 

LESS THAN 50 YEARS: 
PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: 
NATIONAL: 

RETURN REJECT 2 ~2;, }}nATE 
7 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

Additional Documentation Approved 

RECOM./CRI ~ ii 
REVIEWER J2 / - DISCIPLINE - ---------
TELEPHONE DATE - ----------- --------- ----
DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the 
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS. 

N 
N 
N 



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
December 26, 2012 

Mr. J. Paul Loether 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street, NW 8th floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

Re: Address changes for properties listed on the NRHP 

As we digitize our inventory of historic resources, we are discovering discrepancies in property 
addresses due to renumbering, changing the address to a side street that abuts the parcel, or 
assigning a precise addresses where none had existed. In some cases, property owners have 
notified us of an incorrect address. We are, therefore, writing to request technical corrections in 
the National Register records for the following: 

Bedford (Middlesex County) 
Page; Christopher House, First Period Buildings ofE. Mass NRTRA/IND-new address is 2 
Meyers Lane (formerly 50 Old Billerica Road) 

Brewster (Barnstable County) 
Old Higgins Farm Windmill, NRIND 6/10/1975-new address is 51 Drummer Boy Road 
(formerly, off Lower Road 

Brookline (Norfolk County) 
Brookline Town Stable, Brookline MRA 10/17/1985-new address is 235 Cypress Street 
(formerly 237) 

Orrock, Rev. John House, Brookline MRA/IND 10/17/1985-new address is 64 Winchester 
Street (formerly 68) 

Haverhill (Essex County) 
John Greenleaf Whittier Homestead, NRIND 7/30/1975-correct address is 305 Whittier Road 
(had been incorrectly reported as 105 Whittier Road) 

Oak Bluffs (Dukes County) 
Dr. Harrison A. Tucker Cottage, NRIND 10/22/1990-new address is 61 Ocean Avenue 
(formerly 61 Circuit Avenue) 

Wellesley (Norfolk County) 
Eaton Moulton Mill, NRIND 5/13/76-newaddress is 35 Walnut Street (formerly 37) 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, ·Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470 • Fax: (617) 727-5128 

www.state.ma. us/sec/mhc 



Westborough (Worcester County) 
Fisher, Nathan A. House, NRIND 3/25/1980, NRDIS/MPS 7/25/_1,994- new address is 34 West 
Main Street (formerly Turnpike Road) 1')C'.(') lf 1q /4-
Maples Cottage, NRIND 3/25/1980, NRDIS/MPS 7/25/1994-new address is 155 Oak Street 

(formerly Oak Street) ~o ,;o IG ~ ( // 
Sincerely, 

b d~ 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
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