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The Diamond Jo Boat Store building is a simple, two-story structure with a flat

roof. It is slightly trapezoidal in plan due to the shape of the lot on which

it is located, and measures 32' x 120'. Window and door openings have segmental
arched heads. The narrow flat sills are stone. The 4/4-1light windows are equipped
with modern plastic shutters, but were bare, according to fire insurance maps, during
the period concerned in this nomination. A freight entrance is located on the

south end. The only decorative feature on the structure is a narrow strip of
corbelling below the flat brick cornice.

The Diamond Jo Line office was located at the east end of the structure, overlooking
the levee and the Mississippi River. The remaining portion was used for the storage
of equipment and supplies for the Diamond Jo steamers. Today the building houses
operations offices for two Dubuque firms, and the original steamboat-associated
structures which surrounded this store have been replaced by tank farms. No alter-
ations, other than the addition of shutters, appear to have been made to the
structure.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Diamond Jo Boat Store and Office building is the last remaining structure in
Dubuque which can be directly linked to the steamboat era on the Mississippi River.
The building is also significant because it served as the headquarters of Joseph
Reynolds' '"Diamond Jo Packet Line" from the mid-1880's until the demise of the
company in 1911. During the last quarter of the nineteenth century, the Diamond
Jo-Packet Line was one of the most active on the upper Mississippi.

Joseph Reynolds entered the steamboat business after the Civil War, running
cargoes of wheat on the Mississippi between Minnesota and the Chicago and North-
western railhead at Fulton, Illinois. In 1873, Reynolds moved his headquarters
(originally in MacGregor,Ia.) to Dubuque. With the decline of freight traffic
in the 1880's, due to increased competition from the railroads, Reynolds began
to build passenger boats at his shipyard at Dubuque's Eagle Point. To augment
this passenger fleet, he also purchased boats from other lines, including the

- Northern Lines Packet Co. and the St. Louis and St. Paul Packet Line. Joseph
Reynolds died in 1891, many times a millionaire, and his son_continued the business
until 1911 when the Diamond Jo Line was sold to the Streckfus Line.

This boat store was only one of many structures once housing Diamond Jo activities
in Dubuque. Others on the levee were a freight and ticket office,and a freight
house on the waterfront. These, as well as many other buildings on the levee,

were destroyed by fire in 1909.
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