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1. Name

N Oak Square School
historic

Forms

(use for publication)

SAre

and/or common

2. Location

street & number Nnnantiim Strppt.

For HCRS use only

I\/\/\H

received SEP 1 0 jggQ n

date entered N

not for publication

city, town Boston (Br~ghtOir) vicinity of congressional district Eighth
state Massachusetts code 025 county  Suffolk code 025
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district X public X occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress X educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner of Property
nene Oty of Boston School Depart nent
street & number 26 Court Street
city, town Boston vicinity of state Massachuset t s
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Suffol'k (bunty Regl st ry of Deeds
street & number Fener t on Square
city, town Boston ctate Massachuset ts
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title I nventory of the Hstoric Assets has this property been determined elegible? .yes no
of the (%nmmmalth of Mss.
date July 1978 . federal state county local
depository for survey records  Massachusetts Historical Commission
city, town Boston, 02108 state ass,



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site
good ruins X altered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The @k Sguare Shool s situated between Nonantumand Trenont Street at the foot of Nonantum
HiIl inthe Gk Syuare section of the Brighton Nei ghborhood of Boston. .'I“nngr i mary facade
faces Nonantum (east), aresidential street of nodest 20th century Col onial Revival one-and
two-famly houses and three-deckers typical of nuch of the surrounding western Brighton area.

The @k Sguare Shool was built in 1894 as a two-room school house in the popul ar Col onial
Revival style andwas enlarged in 1923 with a two-roomrear addition to formthe present
T-shape. school is located on a sparsely |andscaped irregul arIY shaped | ot wnich sl opes
Pradually towards Gk Square. The property i s surrounded by a sinple cast iron fence I'S
argely asphalted for use as a playground. = The bui | di n([] | s set back forty feet fromMNonantum
Street, with rear addition and playground facing Trenont Street.

The original rectangul ar bl ock, aone-story frame, clapboarded structure, paintedyellow, is
set ona stone foundationwhich variesinheight fromtw to six feet to acconmodate the
building toits slopingsite. The 9to 3 bay nain block neasures 90 feet by 23feet and is

3 feet high frombase to slate ridge-hipped roof.

Wndows i nthe main block are fitted wth nine-over-nine sash and accented by panel ed, capped
lintels; small square basenent w ndows correspond in placenent to the wndows I nthenain
elevation. @ the short sides, two wndows have been converted to energency exits with netal
stairways |leadingto the ground. The block is further defined by corner boards, awater table
bet ween cl apboards and stone foundation, and a modillion cornice.

The 1923 addition is connected to the nain bl ocl;ngy anarrow, one-bay pavillion. Thefive by
ei ght bay addition neasures 30 feet by 37 feet rests on a gray-pai nted concrete foundation
which varies inheight fromsixtotwelve feet. Awpair of rear doors is reached by high netal
stairways. Theflat roofed addition is finished at the toP with a sinple cornice and panel ed
parapet. ke of clapboards, along with the sane water table and corner board treatnent, nake
the addition conpatible with the nain block despite a difference in height between the nain

bl ock, where classroom ceiling height i s 17%feet, and the addition, where classroom ceiling
height is 12 feet.

The bal anced, classical design has asits focus a central portico supported by four sturdy
Tuscan col unms and reached by a broad f |%ht of steps. Detailing onthe triangular pedi nent
IS correct but restrained: an unadorned three-part entabl ature, rowof dentils, nodillion
bl ock corni ce and ocul us w ndow accented by four wooden keyst ones.

The architect of the Gk Sguare School, Edhond Mirch Wieel wight, referred to the building

as "Qd Colonial" instyle, andreferences to the Georgian period are clearly evident inthe
doorway, with its sem-circular leaded glass fanlight and sidelights, aswell as the oval

| eaded "gl ass w ndows with keystone architraves which flank the entrance. The original two-

| eaved wooden door i s presently covered with netal sheathing, and |eaded glass inthe sidelights
has been replaced with plywood, but otherw se detailing isintact. Acentral enphasis i s
further enhanced by four Tuscan pilasters positioned behind the four portico col unms.

t
|

The crowning featureof the school house -- an octagonal cupola fitted wth iDuvers and topped
with a copper polygonal cap -- gives the building rts distinctive silhouette and increases
the central focus and 18th century feeling of the structure. Behind the cupola, a large
chi nmey connects to the building's incinerator system



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X  architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates  1894; 1923 Builder/Architect Edmund March Wheelwright

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The @K Sgquare School retains integrity of |ocation, design, setting, materials and
worknanship. It issignificant as one of the last and nost el aborate exanples of a

now obsol ete building type —the small, 19th century wood frane suburban school house —
ad as a r\(leﬁ(r)esentanve exanpl e of the work of Echond Mrch Weel wight, promnent Boston
arcﬂ! {ec{ | ssaid to have set a newstandard of excellence i nAwrican nunicipal
architecture.

The two-room school house, conpleted in 1894, was the smallest of only three wooden prinar
school s built by Weelwight during hisfour-year termas Boston Gty Architect, from 189
to 1895. The trend toward | arger nasonr%/ school buildings nade the @Gk Syuare School one
of the |ast exanples of a buil |n%t pe that was becomng obsolete incity school systens
by the turn of the century. By the first decade of the 20th century, it was city policy
to build all school s of conman bri ck.

Echond Mrch Weel wiight (1854-1912) studied architecture at MI.T. andthe Ecole des
Beaux Arts inParis andworked for the firms of Re &Searnsand MKm Med & Wite
bef ore begi nningpractice i nBoston in1885. As Gty Architect from1891 to 1895,
Wieel wri ght desi gned nunerous public school s, hospitals, fire houses and police stations,
all maintaining a high standardof design and construction. Renaining works fromthis
E‘erlod include two other Brighton buildings, the Police Station (1893) and the Brighton

h School , nowTaft Junior Hgh (1894), as well as the Park Street su entrance

), Bowdoin School (recently rehabilitated for housing), and Fire Departnent Headquarters
currently bei n? renodel ed for use by the Pine Street Inn?. After resumng Practwe under
the firmnane o Wleelvw%ht & Haven, he prepared pl ans for noted Boston public buildings
including Horticultural Hall (1900) (NR, the Naw England Conservatory of Misic (1903)
(NR, Jordan Hall, the Massachusetts Historical Society SI\R, and t he Longf el | ow Bri dge,
as wel|l as serving as consulting architect for the newN of Aine Arts on Huntington
Avenue. Because of his nationw de reputation as a designer of nunicipal buildings, he vwas
often consulted by officials of other states on the design of public buildings.

The 1894 school house i sthethird tooccupy asite inthe Gk Suare area. Thefirst two
buil dings stood i nthe center of the Syuare under the nassive white oaks for which the
Sare 1snaned.  Asketch of what nay have been the first school house shows a wooden
Federal structure; the second school house, i nthe Italianate style, was built in 185 and
renained i nusefor the next 39years. 1n 1892, the Boston School (onmttee requested a
$12,000 appropriation for the renoval of the school to a newand ﬁresunably less restricted
and congested site. Anewlot was purchased for $6,000, but at the reconmendation of the
Gty Architect, it was decided toobtain asnall additional appropriation anderect a new
"sultable and nodern” building. The Italianate school house was eventual |y noved nearby to
16 B gel ow Street, where it was convertedtoamulti-famly dwelling and renains t oday.



9. Major Bibliographical References

1. Anual Reports of the School Cormittee of the Gty of Boston (Boston), for theyears
1892, 1893, 1894, 1895 1897, 1898. _ , o _
Hmin, ADE, Mdern Shool Houses: Being a Series of Authoritative Articles on
M anning, Sanitation, Heating and Ventilation. NwYorli *

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property Less than One l |TM N yl m m
rangle scale :25000

Quadrangle name Newtnn Qua
UMT References

Ahe 113212l TAIfilQinl Mifiinl I L

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
cUJ 1111 ..1 D N | . le qa
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Verbal boundary description and justification
)(-0.T
Please refer to the attached maep.

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

0" c;rin

re/title Gandace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator Jonathan Ml one. Boston | anrinarkg

Gonm ssi on
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date December 1979
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone 617 727-8470
city or town Boston State Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signaturey

title Executive Director. Massachusetts HistorlraT CnPTnissinn date

For HCRS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included inthe National Register

'f
Attest: A 0
/\/\/\I -

Keener of the National Reaqister GPO 938 835

date | M
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A though the Gk Square Shool isone of the snallest renaining Weel wight buildings, it
enodi es all the wc%}él es of school design and construction practiced %yW\eellmght anc
advocated inhis hool Architecture, published i n 1901. design,” described by
Wieel wight as "Qd Colonial," exenplifies his preferencefor aclassical, bal anced
arrangenent of roons as nore economcal i nplanning than "a picturesque and irregul ar
disposition." Weelwight held that the keyto good design was i nnass, proportion,
pl acenent of wndows, and | udicious useof architectural details. Inanerawen school
systens were rapidly expanding and noney for newfacilities was aconstant problem
eelwight insisted onquality construction nethods and the budgeting of asnall per-
centage of costs for ornanent to lift the building above the level of the purely func-
tional. Hs designforthe Gk Syuare school canthus be viewed as a continuation of the
19th century tradition which held that abeautiful school was afactor inthe education of
the young, atradition which was forced to give way to considerations of econony.

In his book on Mern School Houses, written in 1910, ADFE Hin nentions the influence
of Weelwight on the design of school buildings, noting that "the last fifteen years have
w tnessed agreat advance I nthe average quality of Amwerican school buildings, andthat in
the larger crties, andnotably i nBoston, NwYork, Chicago and St. Louis, a very, high
standard of design and construction has been set and nai ntai ned by such nen as EM

Weel wi ght " Architectural historian Charles Eliot Norton al so praised Weel wight
because he "nade the beauty of his buildings reside intheir proportions, andinthe |ines
and arrangenents of their doors and w ndows; he has the sense to discard superfluous
ornanent... which anot her nan mght have been tenpted to add.”

9) Bibliography continued

3. Weel wight, Edhond Mrch. School Architecture, a General Treatise for the Wse of
Architects and G hers, Boston, 1901.

4. Wthey, Hnry. E &Elsie R Biographical Dictionary of Awrican Architects (Deceased);
Los Angel es,” 1956.
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U COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
[T Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington street
Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 3108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

Aug 20, 1980

M. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper

Regi stiration Branch

Heritage, Conservation and Recreation Service

Dol , W34 o/
Véshington, DC 20243 . : .

Dear M. Shul |:
Encl osed you wi I | find tiie foll ow ng nom nation forns:

Bost on: (Qak Squar e School (Local)

Boston: Russia Warf O'‘cal) SN
Chi copee: Polish National Hone (Local)

Lyrm Broad Street Historical District (State)
Northfield: Main Street Historical District (Local)

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State ReviewBoard and have been signed
by the State Historic Preservation Officer.

Sincerely,

Gandace Je
Eval uation Director

Al

N N NN



THE NATIui"L KLCISTLR OF HISTORIC PLACES

DATE REC D P N B0

INOMIDUAL ES! jl.SE (ATTACHED)
INF)RGLIIVE i . AL SENT

TILFHONE CALL "ATTACHED)
DATE ACTION IAKLN

INITIALS



ENTRI ES | N THE NATI ONAL REG STER

Nane Locati on

Gk Sguare School Boston
Suffolk Coxinty

Al'so Notified
Honor abl e Paul Tsongas
Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Thonas P. O Neil |, Jr. Ms. Patricia L. Wesl owski

Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Gomm ssion
294 \éshi ngton Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

NR Byers/bjr/11/17/80
For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401,



