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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Catholic Church, built between 1893 aﬁéf1903,
is located in the northern Aroostook County town of Grand Isle. It is
the second church to stand on this site, the first having been erected
in 1876. Regretably, the architect of the church and its exact construc-
tion date are unknown. The structure is well sited, being on the southern
side of U. S. Route 1 with its facade facing the St. John River.

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel is a rare surviving example of a St. John
River Valley ‘church of the nineteenth century. The St. John River Valley
was settled by the Acadian French, whose descendents have continued to
comprise most of the population of the region. What pictorial evidence
remains shows that in the nineteenth century the Acadians strove to emu-
late the traditional European church form of nave with adjacent aisles,
clearstory above, and a central tower or twin towers at either side of
the facade. This form was translated into wood in a straight forward
vernacular manner with a few academic details.

0f the several St. John River Valley Acadian French churches of the
nineteenth century, only two have survived intact, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
and another at North Lyndon, now part of Caribou, Maine. Of these two,
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel is in a more original state of preservation. The
church possesses the basic elements of its regional style. It is con-
structed of wood with a stone foundation. The exterior is clapboarded.
The nave has a one story aisle at either side. Each of these possesses
a series of .six elongated vertical windows with arched tops. Their glass
is clear with an intricate mullion design of double arches with a cir-
cular motif-above. The windows are surrounded by a simple wooden molding
. Wwith a keystone at the center of the arched top. Above the nave runs a
clearstory with a high pitched gable roof. On either side of the clear-
story is a series of six circular windows with clear glass and intricate
mullions.

The facade of Qur Lady of Mt. Carmel is the church's most decorative
feature. The first story of the central section is comprised of three
doorways with arched windows above them. Over each of these is a small
pointed gable, the central one bearing a pedestal with a statue of Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel. 1In recent years an overhang has been added below

the gable. The second story of the central section has three elongated
arched windows, the largest being in the center. Mullion and molding
treatment is identical to that found on the aisle windows. Above these
windows is a large circular window, identical in design to those in the
clearstory. A cross stands near the front of the peak of the gable roof.
On either side of the central section of the facade is a large, two story
square tower. Both stories have elongated arched windows identical in
design to those on the aisles. Each tower is surmounted with an octagonal
Baroque style belfry, the most high style architectural element on the

(See Continuation Sheet)
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7. Description

building. Each belfry is composed of eight Corinthian columns which
support a dome, four sides of which have triangular pediments near the
base. The crowning feature of each of these domes is an angel, one
trumpeting and the other resting from his song.

The architectural importance of OQur Lady of Mt. Carmel lies in the
fact that it is the best surviving nineteenth century Acadian French
Catholic church in the St. John River Valley. Moreover, on purely
architectural grounds, the building has great appeal as a structure re-
flecting a high style form which has been expressed in a vernacular
manner.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Catholic Church typifies a style of church
architecture once common to the St. John River Valley.

As well as being a significant part of the architecture of the St.
John Valley, Our Lady of Mr. Carmel is also historically significant.

Following the signing of the Webster-Ashburton Treaty of 1842, which
fixed the boundary between Maine and New Brunswick as the St. John River
in this area, the citizens decided to erect their own chapel. On July
16, 1848, Bishop Fitzpatrick of Boston dedicated the small chapel of
Our Lady of Mr. Carmel.

Officially these Catholics were under the jurisdiction of the Diocese
of Frederiction, New Brunswick. The chapel at Mr. Carmel was a mission
administered by Father Langevin ‘of St. Basile across ‘the ‘river. Mass
was said at the chapel once a month. S

After many years of discontent, the American Catholics of this re-
gion petitioned Pope Pius 1X on November 2, 1864 to be separated from
the Diocese of Fredericton. The result of this petition was that on
August 16, 1870, the Americans of Madawaska came under the jurisdi'ction
of the Rev. David W. Bacon, Bishop of Portland (Maine had since become
separated from the Diocese of Boston).

The original chapel of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel stood at a site about
six miles up the river from Van Buren. A cross now marks this spot. A
church was built in 1876 and materials from the chapel were used in its
construction.

The present church was built during the pastorate of Rev. Charles 0.
Gingras (1893-1903), and the old church was remodeled into a school and
coMvent. ‘

Although the residents of Grand Isle had their own chapel since 1848
and enjoyed at least mission status, they overcame great difficulties to
establish themselves as a parish. Our Lady of Mt. Carmel stands today
as a monument to these people and their perseverance.
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