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&

Excepting a commemorative plaque on the end and a ̂ replacement 
of the roof, the exterior of the Bethesda Presbyterian"~Church 
appears to be in its original condition as built in 1835. It 
is located in a quiet rural setting at a bend in a narrow country 
road near Russellville. The church yard and adjoining cemetery 
are well shaded.

The church is a sjmple, unadorned one-story rectangular structure 
built of red brick. The roof is pitched. On each end.are double 
entrances with divided doors. Surmounting the doors are five-pane 
rectangular fanlights. Shutters cover the four window openings on 
each side. There is no chimney.

Although seldom used, the church is in good condition and the 
grounds are consistently well-kept.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Tennessee is full of small, country churches, but few are as early 
as the Bethesda Presbyterian Church, and even fewer are as in 
original condition. It is an inviting site with the simple brick 
church building and the shaded cemetery which contains many early 
nineteenth century graves. Surrounded by trees, the church and 
cemetery remain in an undeveloped, rural setting.

The Bethesda Presbyterian Church was organized in 183 2 by the 
Rev. John McCampbell, the energetic pastor of the Hopewell 
Presbyterian Church in Dandridge. McCampbell organized and/or 
helped to organize several congregations throughout the Russellville 
and Dandridge area, all of which at that time was in Jefferson 
County.

Land for the church and the cemetery was deeded by elder Joseph 
Shannon in 183 M-, and the church was built the following year. 
Numerous pastors served the congregation through the Civil War, 
but the church ceased to function by 1878, when the last letter 
was granted. During the Civil War, the building was used as a 
Confederate Hospital. It is opened now only occasionally for 
funerals in the adjoining cemetery.
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