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1. Name of Property
historic name Mendon Station
other name/site number  Mendon Utah Idaho Central Railroad Station or Depot, Mendon Post Office

2. Location

street & town 95 N. Main Street D not for publication
city or town Mendon D vicinity
state  Utah code uT county Cache code 005 zip code 84325

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this 0  nomination
* request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register
of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the
property H meets » does”iot meet the National Reaister crit*fla. | recommend that this property be considered significant

e natiorially,» stat®icfi A locally?j(.Q,8e”qjTi(i'ation j*y~t for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

Utah Division of State History. Office of Historic Preservation
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying officiairTitle Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4, Naticmal Park Service Certification
1 hereby cerofy that the property is: Date of Action

entered in the National Register.
* See continuation sheet.
» detemiined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet. >
» determined not eligible for the
National Register.
» removed from the National
Register.
» other, (explain:)



Mendon Station
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(check only one box)

S public-local » district
* private ' [EI building(s)
D public-State e site

e public-Federal O structure

« object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

€. Function or Use

Historic Function
(Enter categories from instructions)

TRANSPORTATION: Rail-related: Depot

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE 19" & EARLY 207" CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS:

Prairie School

Narrative Description

Mendon, Cache Countv, Utah
City, County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1?7 1 0 buildings
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Function
(Enter categories from instructions)

SOCIAL: civic, community center

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation CONCRETE
walls BRICK

roof

other WOOD SHINGLE

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

JSee continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 7
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Narrative Description

The Mendon Station (or Mendon Utah Idaho Central Railroad Station) is arectangular one-gtory brick building,
congructed in pheses between 1916 and 2005." It is located a 95 N. Main Strest in Mendon, Utah. The
original portion of the building was built in 1916. The style of the building hes modes Prairie School
influences. It messures gpproximately forty-six feet by thirty feet with the wide end facing Mendon's Main
Street. Around 1955 a one-gtory cinder-block addition measuring thirty by sSixteen feet was built on south
elevation. Thisaddition was removed in 2005 when the building was renovated. That yeer anew addition (or
annex) was built on the west (rear) elevation. The annex is connected to the 1916 portion by an endossd
breezeway in order to have minimal impact on the origina building. The annex meeaures twenty-one feet by
thirty-two feet with an additiona twenty-four feet of covered patio to the south. All roof sections are hipped
and covered inwood shingles. The origina masonry consgs of orange-colored tgp brick laid inarunning bond
with flush mortar joints. The foundation is a concrete pad and not visible above grade. The window slis are
a0 concrete. The annex hes similar masonry with a concrete foundation.

The facade faces eedt toward Main Strest. The facade hes adightly off-center projecting box-bay with a hipped
roof A sgnboard with MENDON in capitd letters is mounted in the center of the bay. The main entranceis
north of the projection. The door was replaced during the 2005 rehabilitation with afour-light meta door. The
current opening is severd inches taller than the original opening. The narrow window openings are the same,
athough the windowswere replaced in 2005. The replacement windows have the same configuration as the
originas: four-over-six, double-hung wood sseh windows. The contrasting concrete sills are painted khaki
green, as ae the fasciaand soffitsunder the wideeaves The doors and other contrasting dements are painted
rust. Two brick chimneys have been removed from the origina structure: one prior to 1986 and one in 2005.

The north devation hes three openings. a Sde door (replacement smilar to the front door) and two windows
(smilar replacements to feQade). The south eevation shows evidence of an early loading dock and the circa
1955 addition (demolished 2005). There is concrete gpplied to the base and comers of the elevation. The one
window is asx-over-nine. A ssocond opening was aloading door with awood replacement similar to that ssen

in higtoric photographs of the building. The west elevation is partialy obscured by the breezeway, but hes

windows (shorter, but similar to the faBade windows) flanking the breezeway.

The breezeway hes a door with transom and sidelights to the south. The rear addition (annex) is d0
rectangular, but smdler than the original building. It features asde door and a pair of multi-light windows on
the south eevation, and smdler square windows on the west and north devations. The hipped roof of the annex
extends over the patio to the south and is supported on two brick (stacked-bond) piers. Goose-neck lightswith
white globes have been ingtaled on the exterior of the building.

' The full name of the building was the Mendon Utah Idaho Centra (UIC) Railroad Station, but in common usage the name was
shortened to smply the Mendon Station. The building is similar to the UIC gtation in Richmond, which was listed on the Nationa
Regider of Historic Facesin 2002.
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On the interior, the origina portion of the building had been remodded numerous times prior to the 2005

rehabilitation. During its use as atrain station (1916-1947), the goace was divided into zones. The southeedt

comer wes the passenger waiting room. The southwest comer was the freight loading areas An officewas
located in the center goece with adek inthe bay. On the north end was living quarters for the station agent

with aliving room in the northeest comer, kitchen inthe northwest comer and bedroom west of the office. In

1949, the building was converted to the Mendon Pog Office. The addition was congtructed on the south Sde
and reportedly usd for living quarters for postal employess”™ The building was dso used for city offices during
thistime. In 1970, the city began leasing the building. The interior was changed by eech subssquent tenant

with periods of vacancy between: generd store (1970-1973), office (1982-1984), and restaurant (1985-1995).

During the 2005 rehabilitation, all non-historicfinisheswereremoved. The flooring remained, but the molding,
wainscoting, and light fixtureswere replaced. Theinterior is completely open and used as acommunity center.
The kitchen and bathrooms were moved into the new addition. The kitchen is on the north Sde with cabinetry
and finishesto match the older portion of the building. There are two new accessible bathrooms on the south
dde. Star acoess to the unfinished basement dorege area is in the center.  Rounded arches connect the
breezeway to the two main goaces The breezeway has an entrance on the south and cupboard goece on the
north. Thereisamosac tile insert in the floor that reeds” Utah Idaho Central Railroad, Mendon Station.”

The Mendon Stadon is located on a 0.12-acre parcd & the northesst comer of the Mendon City Park. Parking
goecss for the building ae located on the eest 9de. There is a lawn, picnic pavilion, horseshoe pitch, and
playground to the south. To the wed there is a lawn area and the bassbdl diamond. There are mature
deciduous trees lining the dreet. The Mendon Station is the only remaining historic civic building in town, but
wes originaly one of saverd on the sameblock. The Mendon Station is in excdlent condition and despite the
presenceof a new addition retains much of its historic integrity.

A Zachary Jones, "The Mendon Railroad Station," unpublished TMs 2003: 23.



Mendon Station
Name of Property

8. Description
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property

for National Register listing.)

M A Property Is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

» B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

» C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack

« individual distinction.

O D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
infonnation important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

{Mar< "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

* A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

* B removed from its original location.

» C a birthplace or grave.

* Da cemetery.

» E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

e Fa commemorative property.

» G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

Mendon, Cache Countv. Utah
City, County and State

Areas of Significance

(enter categories from instructions)

TRANSPORTATION
AGRICULTURE

COMMERCE

Period of Significance
1916-1947

Significant Dates
1916

Significant Persons
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Unknown

]See continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 8

(Cite the bools. articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

» preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

» previously listed in the National Register

» previously detemiined eligible by the National
Register

» designated a National Historic Landmark

» recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#

» recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

Primary location of additional data:

E

State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency

Federal agency

Local government

University

Other Name of repository:

Mendon Historic Preservation Commission

S See continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 9
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Narrative Statement of Significance

The Mendon Station (Utah Idaho Centrd (UIC) Railroad Station), built in 1916, is locally significant under

Criterion A for its associaion with the historical development of Mendon as a sop on Cache Valley'sfirst and

only interurban eectric railroad. The period of significance for the building goans 1916 to 1947, the period of
ussge as arailroad station. The Prairie School style Mendon Station representsthe transition of Cache County's

economy from horse-drawn wagon to automobile dgpendency. The interurban railroad wes a landmark in the

valey and the station was a community gathering place. Its operation as a passenger ad light-duty freight
dation drengthened the local economy and raised the dandard of living for Mendon resdents.  After the

railroad discontinued service in 1947, the building served as the Mendon Pogt Office. It isthe only surviving
higtoric civic building in Mendon. The Mendon Station hes recently undergone a complete rehabilitation,

including a new addition, for use as a community center, but remans a contributing historic resource in

Mendon.

Higtory of the Utah Idaho Central Railroad

The origin of the Utah Idaho Centrd Railroad begins with David Ecdes (1849-1912), an entrepreneuria
pioneer and Utah's first multi-millionaire. David Ecdes built his fortune by establishing local budnesses
supported by the expangon of rail lines throughout the Intermountain West in the late nineteenth century. By
the early twentieth century, the Ecdes interests included eectric street railwaysin Ogden and Logan. 1n 1914,
the heirs of David Ecdes decided to expand the eectric rails cregting an interurban line connecting Ogden to
Preston, Idaho. The enterprise had two objectives. to connect the burgeoning city of Ogden to prolific
agricultural valleysto the north, and create a passenger line linking northem Utah to the Bamberger Railroad in
Ogden providing essy accessto SAt Lake City and the towns of Utah Valley to the south. The extenson of the
Logan Rapid Trangt lineto Preston was completed in 1915. At the sametime, the Ogden Rapid Trangt line,
which dready operaed a line to Brigham City, began laying track north from Brigham City across the
Wellsville Mountains through the Collinston-Petersboro pass. The rails reeched Mendon in the fall of 1916,
thence traveled south to Wellsville and Hyrum, thence north where it connected to the Logan-to-Preston line.
The ninety-four miles of track that included the merger of the Logan and Ogden Rapid Trangt was originally
chrigened the OgdenLogan and Idaho Railway Company. In 1918, the company wes reorganized as the Utah
Idaho Centrd Railway Company. After a change in ownership in 1926, the name was changed to the Utah
Idaho Centra Railroad Company. The railroad operated continuoudy until 1947 when bankruptcy forced the
closure of the company. The lag trainran on March 18, 1947 and the rails were removed shortly theresfter.®

Four other UIC dations are in good condition with adaptive uses Richmond (NR), Smithfield, Wellsville, and Preston, Idaho. The
Lewigton building is extant, but gready dtered. The ticket booth in Providence survives, but hes been moved firom its origina
location. . .
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History of Mendon

The community of Mendon was settled in 1859 more than a decade after the arrival of members of the Church
of Jesus Chrigt of Latter-day Saints (LDSor Mormon Church) to the Sdt Lake Valley in 1847, and about the
same time as other settlements in the Cache Valley. Before that time. Native American Shashoni used the
valley for hunting and camping. Fur trgppers were aso frequent visitorsto the area. Mendon is located eight
miles wes of Logan and five miles north of Wellsville, on the foothills of the Wellsville Mountains. Although
Mormon settlers brought cattle to the areain 1855 and William Gardner built acabin on the banks of Gardner's
Crek, the sttlement was not built until the spring of 1859, when severd families, mostly immigrants from
England, Scotland and Denmark, moved from the Sat Lake Valley to build cabins and afort dong present day
Center Strest. On December 19, 1859, the Mendon Ward of the LDS Church was organized by church leeders
Orson Hyde and Ezra Benson, who named the community after his Massachusdtts birthplace. A pine log
school/mestinghouse wes built in 1860 and apogt office established in 1861 (both demolished).

On October 29, 1863, county surveyor, James Martineau drew the first town gdte plat, laid out in nine SQuare
blocks with a centrd square Congtruction was immediately begun on a rock mestinghouse, which was
completed on the town square in 1864. The remaining blocks were divided into eight rectangular lots
measuring ten by twenty rods. The dreets were sx rods wide. The Mendon town ste followed the "plat of
Zion" recommendations espousad by LDS Church leader Brigham Young, which gopeared in variations
throughout the Intermountain West. Mendon was a typica Mormon settlement, with resdences congregated
within the town gte (for security and socidization) and farm acreege in the outlying arees  Each town lot
usudly hed a single-family dwelling uniformly st back from the drest. Anima shdters and agriculturd
dorage, dong with vegetable gardens and orchards, were built a the rear of the large lots. By the mid-1860s,
the log cabins were moved from the fortification to the town lots and numerous rock homes were under
congruction. By the late 1860s, the town hed asaw mill, agrist mill, ahotel, and agenerd mercantile.

The city of Mendon was incorporated on April 1, 1870. Within ayear, the LDS Church-owned Utah Northem
Railroad began work on arail bed over Collinston Hill into Mendon. The first depot was built on the town
uare (demolished). At the time, the population of Mendon was 427. Within adecade, the community moved
beyond subsslence farming beginning with irrigated wheet production shipped to extema markets. The narrow
gauge rail line was widened in 1890 and a new depot built on the northeest edge of town (demolished). As
shipping services improved, the agricultural economy of Mendon diversified to include afalfa, sugar bedats,
dairy cows, and draft horses. The town had severa important construction projects, most on or near thetown
uare Mendon Co-op (1873, demolished), Presbyterian chgpd school (1883, demolished), Hyrum Stauffer
dore (1889, demolished), dance hall (1896, demolished), brick schoolhouse (1899, demolished), and John
Anderson gore (1901, demolished). The population of Mendon pesked in 1890 & 547. A sour of the Oregon
Shortline Railroad (later Union Pacific) was built north to Mendon from Hyrum to complete the southem Cache
Valey loop. The mogt important civic project of the period was the congtruction of aculinary water sygem in
1912. In 1914, Mendon high school students began attending dasses & the South Cache High School in
Hyrum.

In 1916, the community was changed dramatically when the electricity came to the city as part of the Utah
Idaho Centrd Railroad's interurban dectric rail line. Within a short time, mog of the resdents in the
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community had electricity intheir homes. Therrail line dso medetraveling to Hyrum eeder for Mendon's high
school gudents. A period of economic growth occurred after the complefion of the UIC; however, Utah's
agricultural depresson of the 1920s and the nationa depression in the early 1930s dowed the growth of the
community. Mendon's population remained steedy with an average of 450 in the decades between 1910 and
1940. In 1947, the UIC discontinued service, athough the freight line of the Oregon Shortline (UP) confinued
in operation. Agriculture remained the economic basethrough the 1950sand 1960s The population was & its
lowest in 1970 with atotal of 345. Beginning in the 1980s the economy of Mendon hes shifted from alocal
agricultural economy to a bedroom community for resdents employed in Logan and dsewhere in the Cache
Valley. The population hes steadily increased to gpproximately 2,000 in 2006.

Higtory of the Mendon Utah Idaho Central Railroad Station

On December 10, 1914, a formal celebrafion was held in conjunction with the announcement of the proposad

interurban dectric railroad. There had been some speculation that the line would come from Brigham City to

Mantua through the Sardine Canyon and thus bypass Mendon. Logan's Tri-Weekly Journd reported the
concams of Mendon residents. "We don't want to be shut out from the rest of the world ifit can be hdped 0

the matter has been taken up the committee gppointed by the people for that purpose and option on a right of

way hes been sscured from Wellsville to Beaver Ward on the north.Improved trangportadon was not the only

reeson the community craved the line: "Then with the coming of the eectric road we shdl be able to procure
eectric lights, which is a boon we have long been looking and working for."~ The new Mendon LDS Ward

meetinghouse, completed in December 1914 (demolished), was condructed with eectrical wiring throughout in

anticipation of the coming eectricity provided by the railroad. The decison on the route was reported in

February 1915, "The best news the people of Mendon have received for sometime was handed to us last week,

when word came that the Utah Idaho Rapid Transt Company would build by way of Mendon following the line
of the old 'Utah and Northem Railroad' to Coallington."” The more gradud grade through the Collinston pess
was sdected over the route through Sardine Canyon.

Condracfion of the rails and installation of the power lines was completed in October 1915 with servicethrough
Mendon beginning around November 1, 1915. The rail lineran dong Main Strest with the location for the
dation facingthe line a the northeest comer of the public block. The land had been owned by the LDS Church
snce 1837. On March 11, 1916, the LDS Church sold the property to the Ogden, Logan & Idaho Railway for
$500. The Mendon Station was built in 1916 & acost of $5,400. By the summer of 1916, electricity was strung
from the railroad's power polesto severa homesin Mendon.

The train ran north and south on the track parallel to Mendon's Main Street infrontof the station. Therewas an
upside down "Y" sding on the north sde of the building where the trains could be turned around. A sscond
sding ran northwest to the freight loading platform a the southwest comer of the building. The train agent (or
dation meader) would St a& a dek in the projecting portion of the station where he could sse the incoming and

* The Tri-Weekly Journal, Logan, Utah. December 24, 1914.
" Ibid.
* |bid, February 9, 1915.
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outgoing trains from either the north or the south. Many of the employees of the intemrban railroad lived in
Mendon, including, the conductor, Johnny Appelony, who aways wore a bow tie™ The first known stadon
agat wes Le Grande "Lee" Colby, who was listed as the agent in a 1917 directory of the Logan vicinity.*
Ancther early agent was Elmer L. Sanders a thirty-one year-old man, listed on the 1920 census for Mendon.
Elmer Lloyd Sanderswas bom in Texasin 1889. Heisliving done as arenter inthe census quite likely inthe
dation”r The 1930 census of Mendon lists four employees of the "dectric railroad" as resdents Pary E.
Morgan (conductor), Josgph T. Watson (conductor), George Smith (motorman), and Oliver Taylor (section
foreman). The first three were young men intheir twenties living as renters with wives and smdl children. It is
undear if any of the men lived inthe gtation. Oliver Taylor was older and ahome owner with afamily of four.

Others profited by the addition of the railroad to the community. The cod supply busness of William Issec
Sorenson operated just behind the Mendon Station where a large bin held the cod dumped directly from the
train cars. Mendon resdents could buy cod in any quantity a the train station where it was shipped year-round.

For example in January 1920, 167,000 pounds of cod was unloaded & the Mendon Stadon for Sorenson.'®

Two generd doresin Mendon regularly shipped goods by eectric train.” 1n 1901, John Anderson established

a generd dore, which was expanded during the period of the UIC railroad. Anderson regularly ordered large
amounts of food aong with household items, such as canning jars, shovels, hammers, brooms, wire, and nails.

The Stauffer Grocery mn by Henry Stauffer was a smdler establishment specializing in groceries while doing a
brisk busness sdlling candy to the local children. The gores typically ordered more food in winter than

ummer, for example, in January 1920, 20,941 pounds of food was shipped to Anderson and Stauffer, while in
Augus 1920, the gadon receipts indicate only 11,313 pounds of food was shipped.”® Like many mrd

communities in Utah, the resdents of Mendon produced more food on their family farms in the summer ad

relied less on goods shipped by train. Occasiondly, the train pulled into townwith aload of luxury items. John
Anderson ordered sixteen hilliard tables, weighing 6,680 pounds, shipped to his dore, an amount that ssas
extravagant for the smdl agricultural community.'

The Mendon residents aso found the eectric railroad convenient for light-duty shipping of agricultural goods
out of the community. The four most common exports were grain, sheep, cattle and eggs  Apples, potatoes,
onions and sugar bests were trangported seasondly. One resdent in particular used the train through the period
of sggnificance. Thomas Johngon Muir J. shipped more cattle and grain than his neighbors combined. He was
ahard-worker as indicated by station records, which noted a 2:00 am, inthe middle of an August night in 1925,

" Paul Willie, "Mendon Station and the Utah Idaho Centrd (UIC) Railroad." unpublished TMs, [2000].
* Lee Colby wes bom in Nebraska in 1884. He married Bertha Cunningham, a Mendon girl, in 1891. His mother, Laura Colby was
the Mendon postmidressin 1917. Lee Colby died in 1949 and isburied inthe Mendon Cemetery.
' He wert to live in Brigham City to work for Westem Union shortly after the censuswas taken and died therein 1922. The gation
hed living quarters on the south sSde.

Zechary R. Jones, "The Mendon Station," unpublished TMs2003: 4.
" A third store was in busness a short time before losing to the competition. The house where this store operated still dands across
the great from the Mendon Station. The two more successful stores have been demolished.

Issec Sorensen'sHistory of Mendon: photograph gallery, 219-220.
 Jones 6.

Ibid: 7. Although there was reportedly apool hall intown during this period, itisunlikely they purchased all sxteen tables The
transaction remains amydery.
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Thomas Muir loaded "sixty-three head of cattle onto the freight cars unaided by railroad staff." Thetrain wes
often sored in Mendon, where the conductor lived, ovemight. This gave the advantage of alowing the Mendon
resdents to load the train, particularly unmly cattle, during the off-hours, which helped to keep the train on
schedule  The train was the buses in late summer and fall, when mogt of the grain was shipped during the
harvest seeson.  In 1925, 2,489,627 pounds of sacked grain was shipped. According to Leland Larsen, who
worked for the UIC in the 1940s the eectric trains could not make the incline a Cuder Dam ftilly loaded, 0
half thetrailerswould be unhooked and the load pulled to the top of theincline intwotrips.For many years,
the UIC transported large shipments of eggs out of Mendon, but correspondence a the station shows that
damege to goods, particularly glass and eggs, was afrequent occurrence. By the mid-1920s, the shipment of
egos by the UIC dropped to nearly zero. Dueto problems with spoilage, in 1921, loca farmers decided to ship
pess by tmck, rather than the UIC.

It was the bumpy ride provided by the UIC Railroad that eamed the train the nickname, the "Galloping

Goos="* However, despite the discomfort, for many years, the railroad was ardliable atemative to horse ad

buggy over Cache Valley'searly mtted roads; particularly in winter time, when the UIC engine was equipped

with its own snowplow to dear the tracks. The dectric train's schedules were printed with the caichy dogan,

"No Smoke—No Dus—No Cinders, Comfort All the Way." In 1918, the dation recorded total revenue of

$5,783.22 with $3,209.61 collected in dcket sales and $2,285.87 meade through shipping.* The UIC's iconic
20

dl-sted gondola-stylerail carswere purchased in 1921.

Many of the mogsfrequentusers were dudents from Mendon. The date of Utah made monthly payments to the
Mendon Station for transporting junior high and high school sudents to South Cache High School in Hymm.
The monthly payments grew from $20 in 1918 to $120 in 1926 The sudents were issued abooklet of tickets
eech month and tickets were collected es they boarded the train. However, by the mid-1930s monthly
reimbursements for sudents were discontinued. The school trains continued to mn through the 1940s, but the
loss of the subsdy was another factor in the station's declining profitability.

For adult riders 75 percent of fareswere for local destinations, most often to Logan for business and shopping.
More people rode the train in the winter. Passanger fares began to decline after 1927, mog likely due to
improved roads and the increased affordability and reliability of the automobile. By the time of the great
depresson, the UIC was forced to lower its fares to entice riders. Though many sudents and older resdents
continued to ride the train in the 1930s and 1940s most of the seats remained empty. Mot of the traffic wes
loca with very few interline tickets sold by the early 1930s  Numerous one-way tickets to Califomia and other
dateswere purchasad as many Mendon resdents |eft town to sesk employment dsewhere. They shipped their
fiimiture, household goods and even cars by rail, but they never retumed. Pessange fares picked up dightly
during the ges rationing of World War 11, but the train only lasted two more years after the end of the war.

" Ibid: 10.
"l1bid.
Sorensen, 415.
Thetrain was ds0 known by someas the "Leaping Lenna" Regionaly, it was sometimes referred to as the "Hook and 1.
Jones 7.
Sorensen, 415.
Nlbid: 8.
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Many resdents missad the clanking of the train's bell as it cut acrass the dreets of Mendon, but the distincdve
green and whiterail carshad been forced out of business by the depresson years and rise of the automobile.

Historian Zachary Jones obsarved that after 1927, the Mendon Station never showed aprofit for the Utah Idaho
Centrd Railroad either in dcket sales or shipping; particularly in the summer of 1931, when the fial effects of
the 1929 sock market crash were felt in Utah's economy. Depressad prices for grain and cattle meant that
fewer Mendon farmersused the freight capacities of therailroad. Fragile and perishable items, such as eggs ad
milk, were more likely transported by tmck than by rail by the late 1920s The records of the Mendon Station
indicate that by the 1930s mogt of the agricultural exports shipped by the eectric rail were goingto SAt Lake
City, or out of gate, primarily to Califomia. This suggeststhat the local markets within Cache Valley were
being saved by the tmcking industry. The shipping of imports dso dropped dramaticaly inthe 1930s The
approximately 21,000 pounds of food shipped to Mendon grocery soresin 1920 dropped to only 2,159 pounds
of food in January 1934/ Rising taxes and numerous shipping embargos in the mid-1930s only compounded
the problem. Inamonthly bulletin issued in December 1932, the UIC district manager called on employees to
solicit busness or the "streeam would dry up,"fiartherstating of current business, "the present depresson hes
curtailed it"**  Stalwart Mendon cusomers, such as Thomas Muir, condnued to use the rail, but the decline
could not be stopped.

On March 15, 1947, the Galloping Goose mede its last trek through Mendon. Therailswere pulled up within a
few months. Seven months later the Utah Idaho Railroad Company sold the stadon property to the Mendon
City Corporation. Despite the loss of the train service, the gation building remained a centra gathering point
for the community. It continued as it had Ince 1916 to be a place where the locds gathered to "discuss
busness family, weether, occurrences inthe community, new gossp, religion, and above al barter."™ In 1949,
the sadon was converted to the Mendon Pogt Office with the pogmidress and her family living in the
remodded building. The city dso usad the building for city offices, Sorage facility, and the addidon to the
south inthe 1950s to dore the first Mendon fire tmck when the building wes used as the fire station. Between
1961 and 1970, the pogt office was remained in the building, but the goatment was vecant. After the post
office and city sarvices were moved to arenovated schoolhouse, the station did not remain vacant for long.

In 1970 the building was leesad and remodded as the Jm Bridger Country Trade Generd Store. The doresold
dry goods, bulk food, candy, sogps, candles, and nogtagic souvenirs. During that time, the interior of the
building was decorated with antiques and featured a soda fountain and ice cream parlor. The store dosad in
1973. A dedgn firm. Desgn Analysis Associates, hed their officesin the building between 1982 and 1984.
The company mede the first attempt to list the building on the National Regiger and wanted to renovate and
expand the building for their growing busnesses. However, the city was opposad to any dterations a thetime,
and the company left after two yearsto find larger facilities. Between 1985 and 1995, chef Gerdd R. Wilbur,
operated a redaurant inthe building. The Mendon Station restaurant wes praised for its excdlent cuisnead
historic ambience, but dosed after rising renta rates cut sharply into profits. After losing all of their historic
civic buildingsto the wrecking bal by year 2003, the Mendon community banded together to presarve and

Ibid: 12.
Ibid: 16.

?* |bid: 14. Quoted in Jones

" Ibid: 3.
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regore the Mendon Stadon. The restoration was completed in 2006 and the building currently sarves as a
community center used for weddings, family reunion, quilt shows, and other community events.

Summary

The legacy of the Mendon Utah Idaho Centrd Railroad Station is found in its association with the heyday of
UIC railroad in Cache Valley. It is one of the few remaining vestiges of the dectric railroad that changed the
economy and slandard of living for mral resdents of the valley between 1916 and 1947. The fact that the rail
line continued operatiions for nearly two decedes after its profits began to decline is a testimonid to the
importance of the UIC for the Cache Valey. However, the Mendon Station's tme significance is its
relationship to the local resdents. Historian Zachary Jones concluded that "The Mendon Station may have
failed the UIC, but it never failed the people of Mendon."™ He hes suggested that the dation endbled the
community's members "to forgethe type offiiendshipstha evolve in [and are essendd to] a smdl agricultural
town."™ Therail line and the gation are fundamentally linked to the diversification of the town's economy, an
improved standard of living for its resdents, and avital connection to the rest of the county and Sateinthefirst
half of the twentieth century. The Mendon community proved their commitment to the building in afiind-
raising effort of over $200,000 and the completed restoration, of which they arejustly proud. The new addition
hes heped to make the restored building more adaptable to new uses and was desgned to have minimal impect
on the historic integrity. Mendon Station is in excdllent condition and, depite the non-historic addition, is an
overwhelmingly important historic resource in the Mendon and the Cache Valley.

Jones 20.
Ibid: 4. Brackets added by author.
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Mendon Station Mendon, Cache County, Utah
Name of Property City, County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 0.12 acres

UTM References
(Place additional boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

11/2 4/1/8/8/0/0 4/6/1/7/7/6/0 21 I [ I B
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
3 L T T O O I O B O 4/ Frrerr el
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property.)

BEG 44 FT S OF NE COR LT 6 BLK 5 PLT A MENDON CITY SVY & TH S82 FT TH W 65 FT TH N 82 FT TH E 65 FT TO BEG CONT
0.12 AC M/L

Property Tax No. 11 - 019 - 0035

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected.)
The Mendon Train Station is located on a separate 0.12-acre parcel within the boundaries of the Mendon City Park.

SSee continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 10
11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle Korral Broschinsky, Preservation Documentation Resource

organization prepared for the Mendon Historic Preservation (CLG) Commission date November 29, 2007
street & number P.O. Box 58766 telephone (801)913-5645
city or town Salt Lake City state UT  zip code 84158

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs: Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
nameltitle Mendon City Corporation; contact: Valeria Larsen, Mendon Historic Preservation Commission Chair

street & number PO Box 70 telephone (435) 753-3326
city or town  Mendon state UT  zip code 84325

Papenwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or detemiine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for revievwng
Instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief. Administrative Services Division, National Pari< Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Common Label Information:

Mendon Train Station

Mendon, Cache County, Utah
Photogrgpher: Korra Broschinsky
Dae 2007

Digital images on file & Utah SHPO.

O EE O o

Archival Phatographs (Printed usng archival pape and ink a the Utah SHPO)
Photo No. 1

6. Ead devation of dation. Camera facing wed.

Photo No. 2

6. South devation of station and addition. Camera facing north.

Photo No. 3

6. South devation of gation. Camera facing north.

Photo No. 5
gUPPlERENH dBRPe PN Sation. Camerafacing south.

Photo No. 4

6. South and west elevationsof addition. Camera facing northeed.
Photo No. 6

6. North devation of gation and addition. Camera facing south.
Photo No. 7

6. Interior of gation. Camera facing southeed.

Photo No. 8
6. Interior of station. Camerafacing southwest.
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