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1. Name of Property 

historic name Mendon Station 

other name/site number Mendon Utah Idaho Central Railroad Station or Depot, Mendon Post Office 

2. Location 

street & town 95 N. Main Street 

city or town Mendon 

D not for publication 

D vicinity 

state Utah code UT county Cache code 005 zip code 84325 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this 0 nomination 
• request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register 
of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the 
property H meets • does^iot meet the National Reaister crit^fla. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
• natiorially, • stat^ic^fi ^ locally^j(.Q,§e^qjTi(i!^ation j ^ y ^ t for additional comments.) 

' 
Signature of certifying official/Title  

Utah Division of State History. Office of Historic Preservation 

Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. ( • See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying officiairTitle Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. Naticmal Park Service Certification 
1 hereby cerofy that the property is: 

entered in the National Register. 
• See continuation sheet. 

• detemiined eligible for the 
National Register 

• See continuation sheet. • > : 
• determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 
• removed from the National 

Register. 
• other, (explain:) 

Date of Action 



Mendon Station 
Name of Property 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(check as many boxes as apply) 

S public-local 

• private 

D public-State 

• public-Federal 

Mendon, Cache Countv, Utah 

Category of Property 
(check only one box) 

• district 

' lEl building(s) 

• site 

O structure 

• object 

City, County and State 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

I? 
Contributing 

1 

Noncontributing 

0 buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N/A 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

€. Function or Use 
Historic Function 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

TRANSPORTATION: Rail-related: Depot 

Current Function 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

SOCIAL: civic, community center 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

LATE 19^" & EARLY 20^" CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: 

Prairie School 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 

walls 

roof 

other 

CONCRETE 

BRICK 

WOOD SHINGLE 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

JSee continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 7 
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Narrative Description 

The Mendon Station (or Mendon Utah Idaho Central Railroad Station) is a rectangular one-story brick building, 
constructed in phases between 1916 and 2005.' It is located at 95 N. Main Street in Mendon, Utah. The 
original portion of the building was built in 1916. The style of the building has modest Prairie School 
influences. It measures approximately forty-six feet by thirty feet with the wide end facing Mendon's Main 
Street. Around 1955 a one-story cinder-block addition measuring thirty by sixteen feet was built on south 
elevation. This addition was removed in 2005 when the building was renovated. That year a new addition (or 
annex) was built on the west (rear) elevation. The annex is connected to the 1916 portion by an enclosed 
breezeway in order to have minimal impact on the original building. The annex measures twenty-one feet by 
thirty-two feet with an additional twenty-four feet of covered patio to the south. All roof sections are hipped 
and covered in wood shingles. The original masonry consists of orange-colored tap brick laid in a running bond 
with flush mortar joints. The foundation is a concrete pad and not visible above grade. The window sills are 
also concrete. The annex has similar masonry with a concrete foundation. 

The facade faces east toward Main Street. The facade has a slightly off-center projecting box-bay with a hipped 
roof A signboard with MENDON in capital letters is mounted in the center of the bay. The main entrance is 
north of the projection. The door was replaced during the 2005 rehabilitation with a four-light metal door. The 
current opening is several inches taller than the original opening. The narrow window openings are the same, 
although the windows were replaced in 2005. The replacement windows have the same configuration as the 
originals: four-over-six, double-hung wood sash windows. The contrasting concrete sills are painted khaki 
green, as are the fascia and soffits under the wide eaves. The doors and other contrasting elements are painted 
rust. Two brick chimneys have been removed from the original structure: one prior to 1986 and one in 2005. 

The north elevation has three openings: a side door (replacement similar to the front door) and two windows 
(similar replacements to fa9ade). The south elevation shows evidence of an early loading dock and the circa 
1955 addition (demolished 2005). There is concrete applied to the base and comers of the elevation. The one 
window is a six-over-nine. A second opening was a loading door with a wood replacement similar to that seen 
in historic photographs of the building. The west elevation is partially obscured by the breezeway, but has 
windows (shorter, but similar to the fa9ade windows) flanking the breezeway. 

The breezeway has a door with transom and sidelights to the south. The rear addition (annex) is also 
rectangular, but smaller than the original building. It features a side door and a pair of multi-light windows on 
the south elevation, and smaller square windows on the west and north elevations. The hipped roof of the annex 
extends over the patio to the south and is supported on two brick (stacked-bond) piers. Goose-neck lights with 
white globes have been installed on the exterior of the building. 

' The full name of the building was the Mendon Utah Idaho Central (UIC) Railroad Station, but in common usage the name was 
shortened to simply the Mendon Station. The building is similar to the UIC station in Richmond, which was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 2002. 
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On the interior, the original portion of the building had been remodeled numerous times prior to the 2005 
rehabilitation. During its use as a train station (1916-1947), the space was divided into zones. The southeast 
comer was the passenger waiting room. The southwest comer was the freight loading area. An office was 
located in the center space with a desk in the bay. On the north end was living quarters for the station agent 
with a living room in the northeast comer, kitchen in the northwest comer and bedroom west of the office. In 
1949, the building was converted to the Mendon Post Office. The addition was constructed on the south side 
and reportedly used for living quarters for postal employees.̂  The building was also used for city offices during 
this time. In 1970, the city began leasing the building. The interior was changed by each subsequent tenant 
with periods of vacancy between: general store (1970-1973), office (1982-1984), and restaurant (1985-1995). 

During the 2005 rehabilitation, all non-historic finishes were removed. The flooring remained, but the molding, 
wainscoting, and light fixtures were replaced. The interior is completely open and used as a community center. 
The kitchen and bathrooms were moved into the new addition. The kitchen is on the north side with cabinetry 
and finishes to match the older portion of the building. There are two new accessible bathrooms on the south 
side. Stair access to the unfinished basement storage area is in the center. Rounded arches connect the 
breezeway to the two main spaces. The breezeway has an entrance on the south and cupboard space on the 
north. There is a mosaic tile insert in the floor that reads "Utah Idaho Central Railroad, Mendon Station." 

The Mendon Stadon is located on a 0.12-acre parcel at the northeast comer of the Mendon City Park. Parking 
spaces for the building are located on the east side. There is a lawn, picnic pavilion, horseshoe pitch, and 
playground to the south. To the west there is a lawn area and the baseball diamond. There are mature 
deciduous trees lining the street. The Mendon Station is the only remaining historic civic building in town, but 
was originally one of several on the same block. The Mendon Station is in excellent condition and despite the 
presence of a new addition retains much of its historic integrity. 

^ Zachary Jones, "The Mendon Railroad Station," unpublished TMs 2003: 23. 



Mendon Station 
Name of Property 

8. Description 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 

for National Register listing.) 

M A Property Is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

• B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

• C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 

distinguishable entity whose components lack 
• individual distinction. 

O D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
infonnation important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

{Mari< "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

• A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

• B removed from its original location. 

• C a birthplace or grave. 

• Da cemetery. 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• Fa commemorative property. 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Mendon, Cache Countv. Utah 
City, County and State 

Areas of Significance 

(enter categories from instructions) 

TRANSPORTATION 
AGRICULTURE 

COMMERCE 

Period of Significance 
1916-1947 

Significant Dates 
1916 

Significant Persons 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
Unknown 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography 
(Cite the bool̂ s. articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets. 

]See continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 8 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

• previously listed in the National Register 
• previously detemiined eligible by the National 

Register 
• designated a National Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 
# 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 

E State Historic Preservation Office 
• Other State agency 
• Federal agency 
• Local government 
• University 

S Other Name of repository: 

Mendon Historic Preservation Commission 

S See continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 9 
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Narrative Statement of Significance 

The Mendon Station (Utah Idaho Central (UIC) Railroad Station), built in 1916, is locally significant under 
Criterion A for its association with the historical development of Mendon as a stop on Cache Valley's first and 
only interurban electric railroad. The period of significance for the building spans 1916 to 1947, the period of 
usage as a railroad station. The Prairie School style Mendon Station represents the transition of Cache County's 
economy from horse-drawn wagon to automobile dependency. The interurban railroad was a landmark in the 
valley and the station was a community gathering place. Its operation as a passenger and light-duty freight 
station strengthened the local economy and raised the standard of living for Mendon residents. After the 
railroad discontinued service in 1947, the building served as the Mendon Post Office. It is the only surviving 
historic civic building in Mendon. The Mendon Station has recently undergone a complete rehabilitation, 
including a new addition, for use as a community center, but remains a contributing historic resource in 
Mendon. 

History of the Utah Idaho Central Railroad 

The origin of the Utah Idaho Central Railroad begins with David Eccles (1849-1912), an entrepreneurial 
pioneer and Utah's first multi-millionaire. David Eccles built his fortune by establishing local businesses 
supported by the expansion of rail lines throughout the Intermountain West in the late nineteenth century. By 
the early twentieth century, the Eccles interests included electric street railways in Ogden and Logan. In 1914, 
the heirs of David Eccles decided to expand the electric rails creating an interurban line connecting Ogden to 
Preston, Idaho. The enterprise had two objectives: to connect the burgeoning city of Ogden to prolific 
agricultural valleys to the north, and create a passenger line linking northem Utah to the Bamberger Railroad in 
Ogden providing easy access to Salt Lake City and the towns of Utah Valley to the south. The extension of the 
Logan Rapid Transit line to Preston was completed in 1915. At the same time, the Ogden Rapid Transit line, 
which already operated a line to Brigham City, began laying track north from Brigham City across the 
Wellsville Mountains through the Collinston-Petersboro pass. The rails reached Mendon in the fall of 1916, 
thence traveled south to Wellsville and Hyrum, thence north where it connected to the Logan-to-Preston line. 
The ninety-four miles of track that included the merger of the Logan and Ogden Rapid Transit was originally 
christened the Ogden-Logan and Idaho Railway Company. In 1918, the company was reorganized as the Utah 
Idaho Central Railway Company. After a change in ownership in 1926, the name was changed to the Utah 
Idaho Central Railroad Company. The railroad operated continuously until 1947 when bankruptcy forced the 
closure of the company. The last train ran on March 18, 1947 and the rails were removed shortly thereafter.̂  

Four other UIC stations are in good condition with adaptive uses: Richmond (NR), Smithfield, Wellsville, and Preston, Idaho. The 
Lewiston building is extant, but gready altered. The ticket booth in Providence survives, but has been moved firom its original 
location. . • 
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History of Mendon 

The community of Mendon was settled in 1859 more than a decade after the arrival of members of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS or Mormon Church) to the Salt Lake Valley in 1847, and about the 
same time as other settlements in the Cache Valley. Before that time. Native American Shoshoni used the 
valley for hunting and camping. Fur trappers were also frequent visitors to the area. Mendon is located eight 
miles west of Logan and five miles north of Wellsville, on the foothills of the Wellsville Mountains. Although 
Mormon settlers brought cattle to the area in 1855 and William Gardner built a cabin on the banks of Gardner's 
Creek, the settlement was not built until the spring of 1859, when several families, mostly immigrants from 
England, Scotland and Denmark, moved from the Salt Lake Valley to build cabins and a fort along present day 
Center Street. On December 19, 1859, the Mendon Ward of the LDS Church was organized by church leaders 
Orson Hyde and Ezra Benson, who named the community after his Massachusetts birthplace. A pine log 
school/meetinghouse was built in 1860 and a post office established in 1861 (both demolished). 

On October 29, 1863, county surveyor, James Martineau drew the first town site plat, laid out in nine square 
blocks with a central square. Construction was immediately begun on a rock meetinghouse, which was 
completed on the town square in 1864. The remaining blocks were divided into eight rectangular lots 
measuring ten by twenty rods. The streets were six rods wide. The Mendon town site followed the "plat of 
Zion" recommendations espoused by LDS Church leader Brigham Young, which appeared in variations 
throughout the Intermountain West. Mendon was a typical Mormon settlement, with residences congregated 
within the town site (for security and socialization) and farm acreage in the outlying areas. Each town lot 
usually had a single-family dwelling uniformly set back from the street. Animal shelters and agricultural 
storage, along with vegetable gardens and orchards, were built at the rear of the large lots. By the mid-1860s, 
the log cabins were moved from the fortification to the town lots and numerous rock homes were under 
construction. By the late 1860s, the town had a saw mill, a grist mill, a hotel, and a general mercantile. 

The city of Mendon was incorporated on April 1, 1870. Within a year, the LDS Church-owned Utah Northem 
Railroad began work on a rail bed over Collinston Hill into Mendon. The first depot was built on the town 
square (demolished). At the time, the population of Mendon was 427. Within a decade, the community moved 
beyond subsistence farming beginning with irrigated wheat production shipped to extemal markets. The narrow 
gauge rail line was widened in 1890 and a new depot built on the northeast edge of town (demolished). As 
shipping services improved, the agricultural economy of Mendon diversified to include alfalfa, sugar beets, 
dairy cows, and draft horses. The town had several important construction projects, most on or near the town 
square: Mendon Co-op (1873, demolished), Presbyterian chapel school (1883, demolished), Hyrum Stauffer 
store (1889, demolished), dance hall (1896, demolished), brick schoolhouse (1899, demolished), and John 
Anderson store (1901, demolished). The population of Mendon peaked in 1890 at 547. A spur of the Oregon 
Shortline Railroad (later Union Pacific) was built north to Mendon from Hyrum to complete the southem Cache 
Valley loop. The most important civic project of the period was the construction of a culinary water system in 
1912. In 1914, Mendon high school students began attending classes at the South Cache High School in 
Hyrum. 

In 1916, the community was changed dramatically when the electricity came to the city as part of the Utah 
Idaho Central Railroad's interurban electric rail line. Within a short time, most of the residents in the 
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community had electricity in their homes. The rail line also made traveling to Hyrum easier for Mendon's high 
school students. A period of economic growth occurred after the complefion of the UIC; however, Utah's 
agricultural depression of the 1920s and the national depression in the early 1930s slowed the growth of the 
community. Mendon's population remained steady with an average of 450 in the decades between 1910 and 
1940. In 1947, the UIC discontinued service, although the freight line of the Oregon Shortline (UP) confinued 
in operation. Agriculture remained the economic base through the 1950s and 1960s. The population was at its 
lowest in 1970 with a total of 345. Beginning in the 1980s, the economy of Mendon has shifted from a local 
agricultural economy to a bedroom community for residents employed in Logan and elsewhere in the Cache 
Valley. The population has steadily increased to approximately 2,000 in 2006. 

History of the Mendon Utah Idaho Central Railroad Station 

On December 10, 1914, a formal celebrafion was held in conjunction with the announcement of the proposed 
interurban electric railroad. There had been some speculation that the line would come from Brigham City to 
Mantua through the Sardine Canyon and thus bypass Mendon. Logan's Tri-Weekly Journal reported the 
concems of Mendon residents: "We don't want to be shut out from the rest of the world i f it can be helped so 
the matter has been taken up the committee appointed by the people for that purpose and option on a right of 
way has been secured from Wellsville to Beaver Ward on the north.Improved transportadon was not the only 
reason the community craved the line: "Then with the coming of the electric road we shall be able to procure 
electric lights, which is a boon we have long been looking and working for."^ The new Mendon LDS Ward 
meetinghouse, completed in December 1914 (demolished), was constructed with electrical wiring throughout in 
anticipation of the coming electricity provided by the railroad. The decision on the route was reported in 
February 1915, "The best news the people of Mendon have received for some time was handed to us last week, 
when word came that the Utah Idaho Rapid Transit Company would build by way of Mendon following the line 
of the old 'Utah and Northem Railroad' to Collinston."^ The more gradual grade through the Collinston pass 
was selected over the route through Sardine Canyon. 

Constracfion of the rails and installation of the power lines was completed in October 1915 with service through 
Mendon beginning around November 1, 1915. The rail line ran along Main Street with the location for the 
station facing the line at the northeast comer of the public block. The land had been owned by the LDS Church 
since 1887. On March 11, 1916, the LDS Church sold the property to the Ogden, Logan & Idaho Railway for 
$500. The Mendon Station was built in 1916 at a cost of $5,400. By the summer of 1916, electricity was strung 
from the railroad's power poles to several homes in Mendon. 

The train ran north and south on the track parallel to Mendon's Main Street in front of the station. There was an 
upside down "Y" siding on the north side of the building where the trains could be turned around. A second 
siding ran northwest to the freight loading platform at the southwest comer of the building. The train agent (or 
station master) would sit at a desk in the projecting portion of the station where he could see the incoming and 

* The Tri-Weekly Journal, Logan, Utah. December 24, 1914. 
' Ibid. 
* Ibid, February 9, 1915. 
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outgoing trains from either the north or the south. Many of the employees of the intemrban railroad lived in 
Mendon, including, the conductor, Johnny Appelony, who always wore a bow tie.^ The first known stadon 
agent was Le Grande "Lee" Colby, who was listed as the agent in a 1917 directory of the Logan vicinity.* 
Another early agent was Elmer L. Sanders, a thirty-one year-old man, listed on the 1920 census for Mendon. 
Elmer Lloyd Sanders was bom in Texas in 1889. He is living alone as a renter in the census, quite likely in the 
station.̂  The 1930 census of Mendon lists four employees of the "electric railroad" as residents: Perry E. 
Morgan (conductor), Joseph T. Watson (conductor), George Smith (motorman), and Oliver Taylor (section 
foreman). The first three were young men in their twenties living as renters with wives and small children. It is 
unclear if any of the men lived in the station. Oliver Taylor was older and a home owner with a family of four. 

Others profited by the addition of the railroad to the community. The coal supply business of William Isaac 
Sorenson operated just behind the Mendon Station where a large bin held the coal dumped directly from the 
train cars. Mendon residents could buy coal in any quantity at the train station where it was shipped year-round. 
For example in January 1920, 167,000 pounds of coal was unloaded at the Mendon Stadon for Sorenson.'° 
Two general stores in Mendon regularly shipped goods by electric train." In 1901, John Anderson established 
a general store, which was expanded during the period of the UIC railroad. Anderson regularly ordered large 
amounts of food along with household items, such as: canning jars, shovels, hammers, brooms, wire, and nails. 
The Stauffer Grocery mn by Henry Stauffer was a smaller establishment specializing in groceries while doing a 
brisk business selling candy to the local children. The stores typically ordered more food in winter than 
summer, for example, in January 1920, 20,941 pounds of food was shipped to Anderson and Stauffer, while in 
August 1920, the stadon receipts indicate only 11,313 pounds of food was shipped.'̂  Like many mral 
communities in Utah, the residents of Mendon produced more food on their family farms in the summer and 
relied less on goods shipped by train. Occasionally, the train pulled into town with a load of luxury items. John 
Anderson ordered sixteen billiard tables, weighing 6,680 pounds, shipped to his store, an amount that seems 
extravagant for the small agricultural community.' 

The Mendon residents also found the electric railroad convenient for light-duty shipping of agricultural goods 
out of the community. The four most common exports were grain, sheep, cattle and eggs. Apples, potatoes, 
onions and sugar beets were transported seasonally. One resident in particular used the train through the period 
of significance. Thomas Johnston Muir Jr. shipped more cattle and grain than his neighbors combined. He was 
a hard-worker as indicated by station records, which noted at 2:00 am, in the middle of an August night in 1925, 

' Paul Willie, "Mendon Station and the Utah Idaho Central (UIC) Railroad." unpublished TMs, [2000]. 
* Lee Colby was bom in Nebraska in 1884. He married Bertha Cunningham, a Mendon girl, in 1891. His mother, Laura Colby was 
the Mendon postmistress in 1917. Lee Colby died in 1949 and is buried in the Mendon Cemetery. 
' He went to live in Brigham City to work for Westem Union shortly after the census was taken and died there in 1922. The station 
had living quarters on the south side. 

Zachary R. Jones, "The Mendon Station," unpublished TMs 2003: 4. 
'' A third store was in business a short time before losing to the competition. The house where this store operated still stands across 
the street from the Mendon Station. The two more successful stores have been demolished. 

Isaac Sorensen's History of Mendon: photograph gallery, 219-220. 
'•̂  Jones: 6. 

Ibid: 7. Although there was reportedly a pool hall in town during this period, it is unlikely they purchased all sixteen tables. The 
transaction remains a mystery. . ; 



OMBNo 1024.0018, NPS Form 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section No. 8 Page 5 Mendon Station, Mendon, Cache County, UT 

—— ~-——— ————" •— —i~r 

Thomas Muir loaded "sixty-three head of cattle onto the freight cars unaided by railroad staff." The train was 
often stored in Mendon, where the conductor lived, ovemight. This gave the advantage of allowing the Mendon 
residents to load the train, particularly unmly cattle, during the off-hours, which helped to keep the train on 
schedule. The train was the busiest in late summer and fall, when most of the grain was shipped during the 
harvest season. In 1925, 2,489,627 pounds of sacked grain was shipped. According to Leland Larsen, who 
worked for the UIC in the 1940s, the electric trains could not make the incline at Cuder Dam ftilly loaded, so 
half the trailers would be unhooked and the load pulled to the top of the incline in two t r ips .For many years, 
the UIC transported large shipments of eggs out of Mendon, but correspondence at the station shows that 
damage to goods, particularly glass and eggs, was a frequent occurrence. By the mid-1920s, the shipment of 
eggs by the UIC dropped to nearly zero. Due to problems with spoilage, in 1921, local farmers decided to ship 
peas by tmck, rather than the UIC. 

It was the bumpy ride provided by the UIC Railroad that eamed the train the nickname, the "Galloping 
Goose."'* However, despite the discomfort, for many years, the railroad was a reliable altemative to horse and 
buggy over Cache Valley's early mtted roads; particularly in winter time, when the UIC engine was equipped 
with its own snowplow to clear the tracks. The electric train's schedules were printed with the catchy slogan, 
"No Smoke—No Dust—No Cinders, Comfort All the Way." In 1918, the station recorded total revenue of 
$5,783.22 with $3,209.61 collected in dcket sales and $2,285.87 made through shipping.'^ The UIC's iconic 

20 

all-steel gondola-style rail cars were purchased in 1921. 

Many of the most frequent users were students from Mendon. The state of Utah made monthly payments to the 
Mendon Station for transporting junior high and high school students to South Cache High School in Hymm. 
The monthly payments grew from $20 in 1918 to $120 in 1926.̂ ' The students were issued a booklet of tickets 
each month and tickets were collected as they boarded the train. However, by the mid-1930s monthly 
reimbursements for students were discontinued. The school trains continued to mn through the 1940s, but the 
loss of the subsidy was another factor in the station's declining profitability. 

For adult riders 75 percent of fares were for local destinations, most often to Logan for business and shopping. 
More people rode the train in the winter. Passenger fares began to decline after 1927, most likely due to 
improved roads and the increased affordability and reliability of the automobile. By the time of the great 
depression, the UIC was forced to lower its fares to entice riders. Though many students and older residents 
continued to ride the train in the 1930s and 1940s, most of the seats remained empty. Most of the traffic was 
local with very few interline tickets sold by the early 1930s. Numerous one-way tickets to Califomia and other 
states were purchased as many Mendon residents left town to seek employment elsewhere. They shipped their 
fiimiture, household goods and even cars by rail, but they never retumed. Passenger fares picked up slightly 
during the gas rationing of World War II , but the train only lasted two more years after the end of the war. 

" Ibid: 10. 
'"Ibid. 

Sorensen, 415. 
The train was also known by some as the "Leaping Lenna." Regionally, it was sometimes referred to as the "Hook and I . " 
Jones: 7. 
Sorensen, 415. 

^'Ibid: 8. 
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Many residents missed the clanking of the train's bell as it cut across the streets of Mendon, but the distincdve 
green and white rail cars had been forced out of business by the depression years and rise of the automobile. 

Historian Zachary Jones observed that after 1927, the Mendon Station never showed a profit for the Utah Idaho 
Central Railroad either in dcket sales or shipping; particularly in the summer of 1931, when the fiall effects of 
the 1929 stock market crash were felt in Utah's economy.̂ ' Depressed prices for grain and cattle meant that 
fewer Mendon farmers used the freight capacities of the railroad. Fragile and perishable items, such as eggs and 
milk, were more likely transported by tmck than by rail by the late 1920s. The records of the Mendon Station 
indicate that by the 1930s most of the agricultural exports shipped by the electric rail were going to Salt Lake 
City, or out of state, primarily to Califomia. This suggests that the local markets within Cache Valley were 
being served by the tmcking industry. The shipping of imports also dropped dramatically in the 1930s. The 
approximately 21,000 pounds of food shipped to Mendon grocery stores in 1920 dropped to only 2,159 pounds 
of food in January 1934.̂ ^ Rising taxes and numerous shipping embargos in the mid-1930s only compounded 
the problem. In a monthly bulletin issued in December 1932, the UIC district manager called on employees to 
solicit business or the "stream would dry up," fiarther stating of current business, "the present depression has 
curtailed it."^"* Stalwart Mendon customers, such as Thomas Muir, condnued to use the rail, but the decline 
could not be stopped. 

On March 15, 1947, the Galloping Goose made its last trek through Mendon. The rails were pulled up within a 
few months. Seven months later the Utah Idaho Railroad Company sold the stadon property to the Mendon 
City Corporation. Despite the loss of the train service, the station building remained a central gathering point 
for the community. It continued as it had since 1916 to be a place where the locals gathered to "discuss 
business, family, weather, occurrences in the community, new gossip, religion, and above all barter."̂ ^ In 1949, 
the stadon was converted to the Mendon Post Office with the postmistress and her family living in the 
remodeled building. The city also used the building for city offices, storage facility, and the addidon to the 
south in the 1950s to store the first Mendon fire tmck when the building was used as the fire station. Between 
1961 and 1970, the post office was remained in the building, but the apartment was vacant. After the post 
office and city services were moved to a renovated schoolhouse, the station did not remain vacant for long. 

In 1970 the building was leased and remodeled as the Jim Bridger Country Trade General Store. The store sold 
dry goods, bulk food, candy, soaps, candles, and nostalgic souvenirs. During that time, the interior of the 
building was decorated with antiques and featured a soda fountain and ice cream parlor. The store closed in 
1973. A design firm. Design Analysis Associates, had their offices in the building between 1982 and 1984. 
The company made the first attempt to list the building on the National Register and wanted to renovate and 
expand the building for their growing businesses. However, the city was opposed to any alterations at the time, 
and the company left after two years to find larger facilities. Between 1985 and 1995, chef Gerald R. Wilbur, 
operated a restaurant in the building. The Mendon Station restaurant was praised for its excellent cuisine and 
historic ambience, but closed after rising rental rates cut sharply into profits. After losing all of their historic 
civic buildings to the wrecking ball by year 2003, the Mendon community banded together to preserve and 

24 

Ibid: 12. 
Ibid: 16. 
Ibid: 14. Quoted in Jones. 

" Ibid: 3. 
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restore the Mendon Stadon. The restoration was completed in 2006 and the building currently serves as a 
community center used for weddings, family reunion, quilt shows, and other community events. 

Summary 

The legacy of the Mendon Utah Idaho Central Railroad Station is found in its association with the heyday of 
UIC railroad in Cache Valley. It is one of the few remaining vestiges of the electric railroad that changed the 
economy and standard of living for mral residents of the valley between 1916 and 1947. The fact that the rail 
line continued operations for nearly two decades after its profits began to decline is a testimonial to the 
importance of the UIC for the Cache Valley. However, the Mendon Station's tme significance is its 
relationship to the local residents. Historian Zachary Jones concluded that "The Mendon Station may have 
failed the UIC, but it never failed the people of Mendon."^^ He has suggested that the station enabled the 
community's members "to forge the type of fiiendships that evolve in [and are essendal to] a small agricultural 
town."^^ The rail line and the station are fundamentally linked to the diversification of the town's economy, an 
improved standard of living for its residents, and a vital connection to the rest of the county and state in the first 
half of the twentieth century. The Mendon community proved their commitment to the building in a fiind-
raising effort of over $200,000 and the completed restoration, of which they are justly proud. The new addition 
has helped to make the restored building more adaptable to new uses and was designed to have minimal impact 
on the historic integrity. Mendon Station is in excellent condition and, despite the non-historic addition, is an 
overwhelmingly important historic resource in the Mendon and the Cache Valley. 

Jones: 20. 
Ibid: 4. Brackets added by author. 
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Boundary Justification 
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The Mendon Train Station is located on a separate 0.12-acre parcel within the boundaries of the Mendon City Park. 
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Continuation Sheets 
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Property Owner 
name/title Mendon City Corporation; contact: Valeria Larsen, Mendon Historic Preservation Commission Chair 
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Common Label Information: 

1. Mendon Train Station 
2. Mendon, Cache County, Utah 
3. Photographer: Korral Broschinsky 
4. Date: 2007 
5. Digital images on file at Utah SHPO. 

Archival Photographs (Printed using archival paper and ink at the Utah SHPO) 

Photo No. 1 

6. East elevation of station. Camera facing west. 

Photo No. 2 

6. South elevation of station and addition. Camera facing north. 

Photo No. 3 

6. South elevation of station. Camera facing north. 

Photo No. 5 
6. North elevation of station. Camera facing south. Supplemental Photographs 

Photo No. 4 

6. South and west elevations of addition. Camera facing northeast. 

Photo No. 6 

6. North elevation of station and addition. Camera facing south. 

Photo No. 7 

6. Interior of station. Camera facing southeast. 

Photo No. 8 
6. Interior of station. Camera facing southwest. 
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