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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Piti Coastal Defense Gun Site is located ca. 75 m SE of the Catholic Church
in Piti on USGS Apra Harbor Quadrangle Map (1968). It may be reached by driving the
surface roads in Piti to the Catholic church, .2 miles from Marine Drive (Highway 1).
The gun is located on the brow of the hill SE of the church in a concrete and
earthen revetment. The revetment is 10.5 m wide, 9.5 m long, and 1.2 m in height.
Only the N and W walls are concrete; the remainder is earth (possibly destroyed?).
The gun mount is Tocated 4 m from the eastern side and 5 m from the N wall, It is
6 m Tong and trained about 10° to the right out of true. It is a Japanese naval gun
of about 5 inch caliber. Its screw breech is open.
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The Piti Coastal Defense Gun would have been able to bombard the invading American
forces on July 21, 1944, since it was sighted to cover the Asan invasion beach. A
secondary use for it may have been to cover the Japanese defenders on Orote peninsula.
No written evidence indicates that the gun was actually fired during the invasion. An
examination of the site shows no evidence of American bombardment.
a screw breech naval gun, it would need to have an underground area or protected

place for its charges and projectiles.

No such magazine has been found.

Since the gun is

This suggests

that the Japanese never completed the position and it never has been used in actual

battle.
which is nearly intact.

defenses of Guam.

It is however, an excellent example of a Japanese defensive gun position
It is one of the three extant on the island and one of the
few extant on American soil.

In addition, the gun is a remnant of the Japanese coastal
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT _X.DETERIORATED .)_(_UNALTERED _)EORIGINAL SITE
—GOO0OD _-RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE

—FAIR

__UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Piti Coastal Defense Guns site-is located ca. 75 m SE of the Catholic
Church in Piti on USGS Apra Harbor Quadrangle May (1968). It may be reached
by driving the surface roads in Piti to the Catholic church, .2 miles from
Marine Drive (Highway 1).

The guns are located along the brow of the hill at the 100 foot contour
SE of the church.

Gun #1 is trained 86° West of North toward the Apra Harbor opening. The
Glass Breakwater was not completed until after recapture of Guam from the
Japanese.

Gun #2 received a direct hit and has been knocked. off its mounted positioning.

Gun #3 is trained 9° West of North to cover the Tepungan Channel through
the reef.

The guns appear of equal mantfacture, being six m Tong Japanses naval
guns of about five inch caliber with screw breach. Japanese figures are legible
on the back of the breech indicating Japanese manufacture.




Form No. 10-300a
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE :

e

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 1




Form No. 10-300a
(Rev. 10-74) .
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

___CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 2
-l e —
Piti Coastal Defense #
GUNS SITE -
- NOT Y0 ScALg— !
1+4° 42’ co'g
Heh
Ly
| :
Coastal Defense
Guns Site
1»° 27 30" M

AREA DETAQED

( traced from 112000 Aclvance Sheed )




- A SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ~ __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC ~ _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ __RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAw —SCIENCE
- —1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION Xmiurary —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—-1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —Music —THEATER
—1800-1899 — COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT ~ _PHILOSOPHY —_TRANSPORTATION
4 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES 1944 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Piti Coastal Defense Guns could have been able to bombard the invading
American forces on July 21, 1944, however they are presentlv trained to the

west of the invasion beach. Gun #1 could have been used to defend Orote peninsula
and Apra Harbor.

No writen evidence indicates that the guns were actaally fired. Since the guns

are a screw breech naval gun, they would have needed an underground or protected
area for the charges and projectiles. No such magazine has been found. This
suggests that the Japanese never completed the positions and that they were never
used. This is, however an excellent example of Japanese defensive gun positioning,
which is nearly intact. It is one of three existant gun positions on the island,
a remnant of the Japanese coastal defenses of Guam. I
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