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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Both Burlington's Snake Alley and Lombard Street in San 
Francisco have been called the "crookedest street in the 
world." Snake Alley was built in the summer of 1894. It 
consists of five half curves and two quarter curves over 
a distance of 275 feet and a rise of 58 feet. Stretched 
straight the alley would run about 440 feet in length.

The bricks of the alley were laid horizontally with their 
uphill edges projecting slightly at an angle so horses could 
get better footing. The stone curbs were cut to fit the curves 
and grade.

In recent years the restoration and beautification of Snake
Alley has included repair and resetting of bricks and stone
curbs, the installation of gaslights reminiscent of the
1890's era, new steps with wrought iron railings and the m
planting of many flowering trees, shrubs, and evergreens.

Structures facing Snake Alley range in dates of contruction 
from the 1850's to the 1940*5 and in architectural styles 
from Greek Revival to Italianate to twentieth century 
commercial.
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Snake Alley was once featured as the "crookedest street in 
the world," in Ripley's "Believe It or Not," Its only rival 
seems to be Lombard Street in San Francisco.

Snake Alley was constructed in the summer of 1894 when the 
City Council decided there was a need for a short cut from 
the residential section at the top of North Hill to the 
business district at the bottom. The drop was steep and 
dangerous and it was feared that water would wash an ordinary 
road away. The Council also realized that horses and buggies 
would go rushing down pell-mell once they started. Consequently 
curves were designed to permit the horses to descend at a more 
normal speed. In addition, the bricks for the alley were 
tapered to allow traction for the horses. Curbs of stone were 
tailored to fit the curves and changing grade—a tedious piece 
of craftsmanship.

William Steyh, City Engineer at the time, appears to have been 
the engineering genious behind the project. The contractor was 
George Kriechbaum who submitted the low bid of 60 cents per 
curb lineal foot and $1.53 per square yard of paving.

Over the years Snake Alley has inspired many artists both local 
and from afar resulting in many interesting sketches and 
paintings. Snake Alley along with the Mississippi River and 
selected historic homes has become a catalyst for fostering a 
sense of community identity for both residents and visitors 
alike.



The Hawk Eye, January 31, 1965
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