


•NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Fuller-Bemis Farmhouse is one of a handful of surviving Georgian period residences in 
the c i t y . Built cl776 when the present South Side was s t i l l part of Newton, i t s original 
owner appears to have been a deacon of the Second Churhc of Newton. The house was con­
verted to tvo-family use in the early 19th century and since that time, has been associated 
with the city's industrial history, particularly that of the Waltham Watch Company. The 
Fuller-Bemis House possesses integrity of location design, setting, materials, workman­
ship, feeling and association. I t meets cr i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of His­
toric Places, (integrity is to both periods of significance) 
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the comnunity. 

Set on a corner in a residential area composed almost exclusively of closely-spacad 
late nineteenth century houses, this i s the only Georgian farmhouse in the area and one of 
the very few in the city. Although converted to two-family use and with many rear 
additions, i t nonetheless retains many of i t s distinguishing features: a flve-by-four bay 
Georgian profile, cornerboards, a molded cornice, plain window surrounds, and an ashlar 
foundation. Some of the ells at the rear are also an ashlar foundations, although th« 
long ones are on brick. Nineteenth cnetury features include an uncovered balustraded 
verandah, 2/2 sash, a stove chimney, and a projecting double entry porch. 

CD 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

This house was probably built ca. 1776 by Deacon Joseph Fuller of the Second Church 
of Newton. At that time, this section of V/altham was part of Newton; the Second Church 
was located in what is now West Newton Square, not too far from this house, and Deacon 
Fuller's f i r s t marriage was in 1776, suggesting a possible date of construction. In 1814 
the administrator of Joseph Fuller's estate sold the property to Seth Bemis of Watertown; 
i t included 70 acres with a dwelling house, barn, and potter's shop, except for the dower 
set aside for Fuller's widow Elizabeth (M.D.209:172-173)• Later that year Elizabeth sold 
her dower to Bemis; the deed gives a very complete description of the land and buildings 
and specifies how the house was to be divided between the occupants of the east and west 
sides (M.D.214:40-43), so i t s conversion to two-family use may date from about this time. 
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MASSAGiUSETTS KISTORICAL CCM̂ SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Cciiaiiunity: 

Waltham, MA 

Fora No: 

39 

Property Nare: „ , , „ 
Ful ler-Bemis House 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
HISTOillCAL SIGNIFICVNCL: (cont'd) 

The subsequent history of the house in the nineteenth century is not quite as clear. 
Although i t continued to be owned by Seth Bemis, the I83I map of Hewton shows i t occupied 
by a "Cory," presumably a tenant. The Coreys were associated with both the Bemises and 
the Fullers, however; the Newton Vital Records indicate that a Joseph Corey married Nancy 
Bemis in 1835 and that a Lucy Corey had an illegitmate son named Joseph Fuller Corey in 
1832. In 1854 this property was sold to the Waltham Improvement Company, later the 
American Watch Company, along with the rest of the Bemis Farm. The Watch Company owned 
the house and presumably rented i t u n t i l 1882, when they sold i t to Jarvis Baker, a Watch 
Company, employee. Jarvis Baker died in 1897 and his widow occupied the house for a few 
years longer. The houi;e then seems to have been rented and i t is d i f f i c u l t to trace the 
occupants; in 1923 the tenants were employees of the Waltham Watch and Clock Company. 

•t. 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 
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AREA FORM NO. 

39 

WALTHAM, MA MRA 

Town Valtham, MA 

Address 41-43 Cherry Street 

Historic Name Ful ler-Bemis House 

Use: Present Res iden t i a l 

Original UP^-; r^pnti ni 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1776 

Source Nevton maps, V i t a l Records 

Style Georpian 

Architect unKnown 
Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboard 

Outbuildings Garage NC 

Major Alterations (with dates) Rear e l l g ; 

conversion to t v o - f a m i l v (ca. 1813 ) 

Condition Good 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage 

Setting On a corner i n a r e s i d e n t i a l 

area of closely-spaced l a t e 19th c. 

•hnnsPR 

UTM REFERENCE lH\ - i l ' ^4^n j^Lgvy^lO 

\}SGS QUADRANGLE A I / J . ;^n^ . 

SCALE 

Recorded by Nancy S. Seasholes 

Organization Valxham H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Au^rust 19S6 

revised-C. Jenkins 2/^S 



N'ATICN'.AL RE3:S,I?, C," I.e." IA STATZME>iT ( i f aop l i cable) 

The Fuller-Bemis Farmhouse is one of a handful of surviving Federal period residences in the 
city. Built c.l776 when the present South Side was sti l l part of Newton, its original owner 
appears to have been a deacon of the Second Church of Newton. The house was converted to 
two-family use in the early 19th century and was later integrated into the planned residential 
development of the neighborhood due to the growing population associated with the watch industry 
The Fuller-Bemis House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling and association. It meets Criteria C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important arcnitectural features and evaluate in ten:;s of 
o-her buildings within the cctxrunity. 

Set on a corner i n a r e s i d e n t i a l area ccnposed alnics- exclusively cf clcsely-scaced 
l a t e nineteenth century houses, t h i s i s the only Georgian farmhouse i n the area and one of 
the very few i n the c i t y . Although converted to two-fanily use and with nar.y rear 
additions, i t nonetheless retains many of i t s distinguishing features: a five-by-four bay 
Georgian p r o f i l e , cornerboards, a molded cornice, plain window surrounds, and an ashlar 
fou.ndaticn. Sons of the e l l s at the rear are also an ashlar foundations, although the 
long ones are cn brick. Xineiieenth cen-ury features include an uncovered balustraaea 
verandah, 2,'2 sash, a stove chimney, and a projecting double entrv porch. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICAS'".: Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to tne devel cp.nent of the ccnnunity. 

This hcuse was probably b u i l t ca. IT'̂ S by Deacon Josaph Fuller of the Second Church 
of New-on. At that t i n s , chis section of V/altham was part of IJewton; the Second Church 
vas l-cated i n what i s now West Newton Square, not tco far from t n i s house, and Deacon 
Fuller's f i r s t r:.arriage was i n 1776, suggesting a possible date of construction. In lc14 
the acmmistratcr of Joseph Fuller's estate sold the property to Seth Bemis of Aatertown: 
i t Included 70 acres with a dwelling hcuse, barn, and potter's shop, except for the dower 
3et aside f c r Fuller's widow Elizabeth (H.D.209:1T2-173). Later that year Elizabeth sold 
ner dower tc 3emis; the deed gives a very complete description of the land and buildings 
and specifies hew the hcuse was to be divided between tne occupants of the east and west 
oide3 (;•:. D. 2" 4: ̂ 0-^5) , so i t s conversion to two-fanilv use mav date from about this time. 
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INVENTORY FOR}-! CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CO^SSICN 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccrnrajnity: 

Waltham, MA 

Form No: 

39 

Property Name: ^ „ 
r u l l e r - B e m i s House 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCi: (cont'd) 

The subsequent history of the house i n the nineteenth century i s not quite as clear. 
Although i t continued to be owned by Seth Bemis, the 1331 map of Newton shows i t occupied 
by a "Cory," presumably a tenant. The Coreys were associated with both the Bemises and 
the Fullers, however; the Newton V i t a l Records indicate that a Joseph Corey married Nancy 
Bemis i n 1835 and that a Lucy Corey had an i l l e g i t m a t e son named Joseph Fuller Corey i n 
1832. In 1854 th i s property was sold to the Waltham Improvement Company, lat e r tha 
American Watch Company, along with the rest of the Bemis Farm.. The Watch Company owned 
the house and presumably rented i t u n t i l 1882, when they sold i t to Jarvis Baker, a Watcti 
Company employee. Jarvis Baker died i n 1897 and his widow occupied the house f o r a few 
years longer. The houije then seems to have been rented and i t i s d i f f i c u l t to trace the 
occupants; i n 1923 the tenants were employees of the Waltham Watch and Clock Company. 

7i 

Staple to Inventory form at bot t om 



NPS Form 10400* 
(040) 

United States Department of the Interior 

National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

0448 Appml He. 102*4014 

AUe 21 1989 

Section number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Waltham MRA 

State Middlesex County. MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type o£ Review 

Ol T7-̂  u T7 c u 1 'ifintered in the 
31. Fxtch, Ezra, School jj^tlonal Register 

Date /Signature 

A t t e s t 

32. Flagg, Frederick, House 
.iei-«i i n thy 

Satlonal Ke^latex 

33. French, Daniel, School . . 

Watered in tos 

^^eepexyZ^^Ajy^^^l^'^y...^ ?AA<f9 

A t t e s t 

A t t e s t 

y 
34, 

National aegiBt« 

Fuller-Bemis House SubstantlTe 'S.e'^i^^ 

l~Aeepex yAU^^^^-^^^^^y<...^ <rMA9 

xy 
^ j y y — ^ 7 V f ^ 

A t t e s t 
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