


*NATI ONAL REG STER (R TER A STATEMVENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Ful | er-Bem s Farnmhouse i s one of a handful of surviving Georgian period residencesin

the city. Built cl776 when the present South Side was still part of Newton, its original

owner appears t o have been a deacon of the Second Churhc of Newton. The house was con-

verted totvo-famly use i ntheearly 19thcentury and since that tine, has been associated
with thecity's industrial history, particularly that of the Véltham Wtch Gonpany. The

Ful l er-Bem s House possesses integrity of location design, setting, materials, worknan-

ship, feeling and association. It meets criteria Aand C of the National Register of His-
toric Places, (integrity istoboth periods of significance)

ARCH TECTURAL. S QN H CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate i nterns of
other buildings within thecomunity.

Set on a corner i naresidential area conposed al nost exclusively of closely-spacad
| ate nineteenth century houses, this i stheonly Georgian farmhouse i nthe area and one of
the very fewinthecity. Although converted totwo-famly use and with nany rear
additions, it nonetheless retains nmany of its distinguishing features: a flve-by-four bay
Ceorgian profile, cornerboards, a nolded cornice, plain wndow surrounds, and an ashl ar
foundation. Sone of theells at therear are also an ashlar foundations, although th«
long ones are on brick. N neteenth cnetury features include an uncovered bal ustraded
verandah, 2/2 sash, a stove chinmmey, and a projecting double entry porch.

HSTARCAL SGNHCANCE Explain therole owlers played i nlocal or state history and howt he
building relates tothe devel opnent of the conmunity.

Thi s house was probably built ca. 1776 by Deacon Joseph Fuller of the Second Church
of Newton. At that time, this section of Valthamwas part of Newton; the Second Church
was |ocated i nwhat i s now Vst Newton Square, not toofar fromthis house, and Deacon
Fuller's first marriage was i n 1776, suggesting a possible date of construction. | n 1814
the admnistrator of Joseph Fuller's estate sold the property to Seth Bems of Wtertown;
it included 70 acres with a dwelling house, barn, and potter's shop, except for the dower
set aside for Fuller's wdow Elizabeth (MD 209:172-173)s Later that year Elizabeth sold
her dower to Bems; the deed gives a very conplete description of theland and buildings
and specifies how the house was t o be divided between the occupants of the east and west
sides (MD 214:40-43), so its conversion totwo-famly use nay date from about this tine.

GNP

B BLlI G3RAPHY and/ or REHHENES

Fl ei shman, Thel na. Jackson Honestead, Newton, M

Vital Records of Newton. Massachusettsto 1850

M ddl esex Deeds - 209: 172, 211:40; 629:447; 659:491; 678:27; 1596: 452;
Plan Book 4A plan 9

Newt on naps - 1770 reconstruction, 1831, 1848

V@l tham naps and atlases - 1854, 1875, 1886, 1900, 1911, 1915, 1918, 1923

Drectories - 1899, 1901, 1907, 1919, 1923
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Office of the Secretary, Boston Waltham, MA 39
Property Nare: , ,, "
Fuller-Bemis House

Indicate each itemon inventory formwhich i sbeing continued bel ow.
H STO || CAL sI GNI FI CVNCL: (cont'd)

The subsequent history of the house i nthe nineteenth century i snot quite as clear.
Although i t continued to be owned by Seth Bems, the 183 nap of Hewton shows i t occupied
by a "Cory," presunably a tenant. The Coreys were associated with both the Bemses and
the Fullers, however; the Newon Vital Records indicate that a Joseph Corey married Nancy
Bems i n 1835 and that a Lucy Corey had an illegitmate son naned Joseph Fuller Coreyi n
1832. 1 n 1854 this property was sold to the V&l tham | nprovenent Gonpany, |ater the
Amrerican Watch Gonpany, along with therest of the Bems Farm The Watch Gonpany owned
the house and presumably rented i tuntil 1882, when they sold i ttoJarvis Baker, a Vétch
onpany, enpl oyee. Jarvis Baker died i n 1897 and hi sw dow occupied the house for afew
years longer. The houi;e then seens to have been rented and i ti sdifficult totracethe
occupants; i n 1923 the tenants were enpl oyees of the Vil tham Watch and C ock Gonpany.

Staple to Inventory form at bOtt(m
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Condition Good
Moved no Dae n/a
Acresge
Setting On a corner in a residential
area of closely-spaced late 19th c.
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VSES QUADRANGE  Al/D. ;Ann . Organization Valxham Historical Comm
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NATICNAL RE3:S,1?, C' l.e" IA STATZMEST (if aopli cable)

The Fuller-Bems Farnhouse i s one of a handful of surviving Federal period residences in the
city. Built c.1776 wen the present South Side was still part of Newton, itsoriginal ower
appears to have been a deacon of the Second Church of Newton. The house was converted to
two-famly use in the early 19th century and was later integrated into the planned residential
devel opnent of the nei ghborhood due to the grow ng popul ation associated with the watch industry
The Fuller-Bems House possesses integrityof |ocation, design, setting, materials, worknmanshinp,
feeling and association. It neets Criteria Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

ACHTECTURN. S GNH CANCE Describe inportant arcnitectural features and evaluate in ten:;s of
o-her buildings within the cctxrunity.

Set on a corner in aresidential area ccnposed alnics- exclusively cf clcsely-scaced
late nineteenth century houses, this is the only Georgian farmhouse in the area and one of
the very few inthe city. Although converted to two-fanily use and with nar.y rear
additions, i tnonetheless retains many of it sdistinguishing features: a five-by-four bay
Georgian profile, cornerboards, a nolded cornice, plain w ndow surrounds, and an ashl ar
fou.ndaticn. Sons of the ells at the rear are also an ashlar foundations, although the
long ones are cn brick. Xineiieenth cen-ury features include an uncovered balustraaea
verandah, 2'2 sash, a stove chimey, and a projecting double entrv porch.

HSTCRCAL SANHCAS".: Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to tne devel cp.nent of the ccnnunity.

This hcuse was probably built ca. IT"S by Deacon Josaph Fuller of the Second Church
of Newon. A that tins, chis section of Walthamws part of IJewon; the Second Church
vas |-cated inwhat is now Vst Newton Square, not tco far from tnis house, and Deacon
Fuller's first r:.arriage was in 1776, suggesting a possible date of construction. In Icl4
the acmmistratcr of Joseph Fuller's estate sold the property to Seth Bems of Aatertown:
it Included 70 acres with a dwelling hcuse, barn, and potter's shop, except for the dower
3et aside fcr Fuller's widow Elizabeth (H D. 209:1T2-173). Later that year Elizabeth sold
ner dower tc 3ems; the deed gives a very conplete description of the land and buildings
and specifies hew the hcuse was to be divided between tne occupants of the east and west
oide3 (= D 24 ~0-~5) , so itsconversion to two-fanilv use mawv date from about this time.

B BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Fl ei shman, Thel ma. Jackson Honmestead, Newton, M

Vital Records cf "'"ewon. Massachusetts tc 18-0

M ddl esex Deecs - 209: 172, 2lii:4C 6297-"7; 659:791; 673:27; 1596:;52;
Plan Book 4A plan 9

Newt cn maps - 1770 reconstruction, 1831, 1848

Wl t ham maps and atlases - 185", 1875, 1886, 1900, 1911, 1915, 9IS, 1923



| NVENTCRY F33-! QONTI NUATI ON SHEET Cernrajnity: Form No:

MSSAOHAETTS H STAR CAL COMSSI ON
Office of the Secretary, Boston Waltham, MA 39
Property Name " n
ruller-Bemis House

I ndicate each itemon inventory formwhich i sbeing continued bel ow. 7i
HSTCRICAL SIGNFICANG: (cont'd)

The subsequent history of thehouse i nthenineteenth century i snot quite as clear.
Al'though i t continued to be owed by Seth Benmis, the 1331 nap of Newton shows i t occupied
by a "Cory," presumably a tenant. The Coreys were associated with both t heBenises and
the Fullers, however; theNewton Vital Records indicate that a Joseph Corey married Nancy
Bemis i n 1835 and that a Lucy Corey had an illegitmate son naned Joseph Fuller Coreyi n
1832. 1 n 1854 this property was sold t ot heWaltham | nprovenent Conpany, |ater tha
Anmerican Watch Conpany, along with therest of theBenmis Farm. The Watch Conpany owned
the house and presunmably rented i tuntil 1882, when they sold i t toJarvis Baker, a Wtcti
Conpany enpl oyee. Jarvis Baker died i n1897 and hi s w dow occupied thehouse for afew
years longer. The houije then seens t o have been rented and i ti sdifficult totracethe
occupants; i n1923 t hetenants were enpl oyees of t he Wl tham Watch and Cl ock Conpany.

Staple to Inventory form at bottdn



CI\* AN

NPS Form 10400*
(040)

United States Department of the Interior

Naiond Pak Savice

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number

Page

Nane Val t ham MRA

State M ddl esex County. MSSAHEETTS

Nom nati on/ Type O£ Revi ew

0448 Appml  He. 102*4014

Ak 21 199

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic G oup

Date/Signature

a 17—’\H 17 c H iL '.ifint?'azl in the
31. Fxtch, Ezra, School jj~tlonal Register
Attest
32. Flagg, Frederick, House . . . . AN ANAJYNN NNy A ?
g9 id-d in thy eepexyZr Ay N Ny AA<f9
Sat | onal Ke"l at ex
Attest
33. French, Daniel, School . |~Aeepex YAUNANNNNANyL | A <rMA9
W8t PORY) T 8%t «
Attest
34,  Fuller-Bemis House  SubstantlTe 'SeNM Njyy—n"NT7TVIER
Xy
Attest
35. Gal e-—Banks House Subst antive EevltiW ~MMM\Neeper
Attest
36. Gibbs, William, House'£;x;terei in thts frAepex AYMyLANU. AN N "AIMA 9
HatioruU. liegiatat
Attest
37. Gilbrae Inn _n_‘lntered_m the . M-~Keeper_
iiatlonai Beglsteir
Attest
38. Grove Hill Cemetery I.Enterei.lo the /weeper [\iylAAr-AttoATAGIYA f Acjr>
'iHt-loruil Re,Aflter
Attest
39. Hagar—Smith—Livermore—Sanderson /’\feTper Z77{fjA’\i’\’\-4’\A7’\’\ |jA<7f
House
Ent_ered In th_e Attest
national Register .
40. Hager—Mead House . Neder™ ||}A'f
Entered intha
Uatlonai Rfi~lster

Attest



UN TED STATES DEPARTMENT G- THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL  PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER G- H STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI QV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTEDACTI ON:  RESUBM SSI ON 7'y..
PRCPERTY Ful |l er—-Bem s House

NAME

MULTI PLE  Wal t ham MRA

NAME

STATE & GANTY: MSSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex

DATE RECEI VED: 1/ 23/ 90 DATE CF PEND NG LI ST:

DATE CF 16TH DAY: DATE CF 45TH DAY: 3/ 09/ 90

DATE G- WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NLMBER 89001495
NOM NATAR  STATE

DETAI LED EVALUATION Y

X ACCEPT NRETURN AREIECT | /flf]) DATE
ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS 5

AVARREE A
AA (us7

A YIAMATLMZZYMMY L AT'ps eyl TAAACK A

AANESEANCA  OyAshh <IATLEIUATA (TAAAA

RECOM../CRITmIA zyNalL"ys"T-CL
REVIBAER (Zyy-kTzA. ~ .
DISCIPLITNEATffAT:
DATE /| fo

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ A" ee attached SLR



CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type
STATH FEDERAL AGENCY CERTI FI CATI ON
FUNCTI ON

historic current
DESCR PTI ON

architectural classification

materials

descriptive text

SI G\ FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—Check andjustify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/ Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

sumary paragraph
conpl et eness
clarity
applicable criteria
justification of areas checked "
relating significance totheresource
cont ext
relationship of integrity to significance
0

justification of exception
ot her
Bl BLI QGRAPHY
CECRAPH CAL DATA
acreage verbal boundary description
U\ boundary justification
ACCOMPANYI NG DOOUMENTATI QY PRESENTATI ON
sketch maps USGS naps phot ographs presentation

O'HER GOMMENTS
Questions concerning this nomnation nay bedirectedt o

Phone

Si gned Dat e









MM 21 199






Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000301



